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Valiant and Magnanimous 


Don QUIXOTE 


De La MANCna, 


Invincible Knight of the Lions, Sc. Sc. Se. 


MLluſtrious Hero of Cervantes, 
incomparable Deſtroyer of 
Sheep and Puppets, couragi- 
ous and intrepid Aſſailant of 
Wind Mills, perpetual Ter- 
ror of the Algnazils de la Santa 
Hermandad *, Fe. Sc. Sc. 
allow this third Volume of IEwISsH LETTERS 
to fly to the Sanctuary of your powerful 
Protection, and, by that Means, to avoid the 
Perſecution of a .Knight, who, full as mad 
and extravagant as your Honour, has ſolemnly 
ſwore their Ruin and Deſtruction. In vain 
do the Publick attempt to fave them; he 

"IMG defies 


* The Santa Hermandad is a Brotherhood in Spam inſtituted to 
ſuppreſs Robbers, and the Alguazils are their Serjeants. 


DEDICATION 


defics the whole Univerſe, and boaſts, that 
he'll cruſh them into Atoms, though guarded 
with Armies of Enchanters. In this diſtreſs'd 
Condition where can they fly but to your 
all-conquering Banner. Come, O delirious 
Knight, oppoſe Folly to Folly: Humble your 
Rival, the inſolent Knight of Jheria; and, 
after you have trampled the crack-brain'd 
Pretender under foot, make him own, that 
he has no Title to the Privilege of being ſo 
extravagant as your Worſhip. Conſidering 
how long he has appear'd as your Competi- 
tor for the Scepter of Momus, one would think 
that ſuch monſtrous Arrogance ſhould have 
provok'd your juſt Indignation and yet you 
allow him to acquire Reputation withour the 
leaſt Diſturbance. Pray conſider, that Glory 
and your Profeſſion call upon you to take 
the Field, fince you can't but know, that, by 
the Laws of Knight-Errantry, you're bound 
to redreſs Grievances, to comfort the Affficted, 
and to protect the Oppreſſed. From all which 
it reſults, that the JeEwisn LETTERS have a 
juſt Claim to your Protection; and, in full 
Hopes that you will appear like yourſelf in 
their Defence, the Tranſlator intitles himſelf, 
with ſuperlative Reſpect, 


Incomparable KNIGHT, 
Your moft humble, and 
Afoft abedient Servant, 
M. D. 


PREFACE: 


UST as I had finiſhed this third 
Volume, Treceiv'd from Amſterdam 
one XXIII. of the Bibliotheque 
Francoiſe, in which I found a Let- 
ter, wherein, under the ſpecions 
| Pretence of repreſenting the State 
of the Sciences in Spain, there's a warm Attack made 
upon a certain Performance, not indeed plainly na- 
med, but ſo well deſcrib'd, that one may eaſily ſee 
that nothing but the JEWwiSH LETTERS can be 
meant by it. 


At firſt, I thought it was not worth while to an- 
wer this Criticiſm, of which the Author paſſes in 
the World, as well as in the Republick of Letters, 
for a Man a little crazy, and a perfect Copy of the 
famous Don Quixote; and, truly, tis well known, 
*hat he's as paſionately fond of the Spaniſh Nation, 

A3 as 
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ai the Hero of La Mancha was of his incomparable 
Dulcinia, I did not therefore think myſelf obliged 
to take Notice of ſuch a Perſon's Objections, and 
would have perſiſted in my firſt Reſolution, had 1 
not afterwards reflected, that, this impertinent Let- 
ter being inſerted in a Journal in which we ſome- 
times ſee curious and uſeful Things, ſeveral People 
might believe the Blow was ſtruck by the Fournaliſts 
themſelves, and therefore "tis proper to point out 
Some of the Blunders which ſwarm in this ridiculous 
Criticiſm. rh 


The Knight of Iberia opens the Scene with the 
Defeuce of all the Authors that have been criticized 
in the JEWwiSH LETTERS. As be ts brought 
into Play himſelf as much, if not more, than any of 
the reſt, be ought tu ſympathize with them in their 

 Mesfortune , and ſa we ſee him appealing to the Pub- 
lick for the Iujuſtice done him. He treats as Igno- 
rants (/ays he) Men of Learning, who have given 
the Publick an Opportunity to judge of their Eru- 
dition. My Anſwer is, That this Repraach is en- 
zirely falſe, and that 1 defy bim to name an Author 
worthy of Eſteem, whom I've uot commended. Des 
Cartes, Gaſſendi, Bernier, Mallebranche, Bayle, 
Locke, 's Graveſande, Vitriarius, Boerhaave, Daniel, 
de Thou, Paſcal, Sirmond, Petau, Lami; fort, 
all the Learned, of whatever Country, Condition, or 
Religion they be af, Papiſts or Proteſtants, Jeſuites 
or Janſeuiſts, are all alike to me: If they truly had 
Merit, I made na Seruple to da them Fuſtice; and 
ES, | bave 
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have follow'd the ſame Rule with Poets aud Romance 
Writers, having commended Corncille, Racine, Mil- 
ton, Pope, Petrarch, Taſſo, Guarini, Don Lopes 
de Vega, Cervantes, Crebillon, Voltaire, Rouſſeau. 
"Tis true, that, even at the Time I allowed the laſt 
to have Wit, I thought I might and ought to deny 
bim what a ſolemn Decree of the firſk Parliament of 
France had taken from him. Theſe are all the good 
Authors I have mentioned, and I ſhall always have 
a due Regard to their Works. Where are then the 
Writers that I've honour'd with the Title of Block- 
heads, and who had, zevertheleſs, given the Publick 
an Opportunity to judge of their Learning? 7 
fancy the Critick deſign'd to draw his own Picture; 
but how could it enter into his Head, that, for ha- 
ving copied three Pages of Morxeri's Dictionary, and 
three more from Corneille's, and ſtitching them to- 
gether, with ſome Scraps from other Books, not to 
mention Baudrand, whoſe Dictionary be has almoſt 
wholly robb'd, he could deſerve the Name and Repu- 
tation of a Man of Learning? But I proceed ta 
ather Complaints. 


»Tis ſurpriſing ( ſays this Critick) that a Man of 
Birth, Education, Wit, Fortune, and conſiderable 
Employments, ſhould abandon all, and take up 
the mean Trade of Author. Theſe Encomiums are 
a perfect Reſemblance of the Garlands with which 
Victims are dreſs'd up; aud my being raiſed ſo high, 
ig only to make my Fall the mure conſpicuous. To 
this my Anſwer is, That though it were true Far- 
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tune bad placed me in a brilliant State, J might, 
without Shame, abandon it, in order to conſecrate my 
Life entirely to the Study of Philoſophy, aud for en- 
Joying that ſweet Satisfaction which accompanies thoſe 
who cultivate the Sciences. Were ever the Works 
of Rochefoucaut, Montaigne, Malherbe, Racan, 
or Buſſi-Rabutin, objected to them as a Crime? The 
Famous Cardinal Richlieu was as anxions for having 
the Reputation of being an Anthor, as he was for the 
Deſtructiůon of Spain. No doubt but our Critick de- 


gregious Faults. 1 to proceed, 


H does me the Honour to claſs me among the Li- 
bertine Writers, who ſet Pen to Paper with no other 
View but to run down Religion, Virtue, Knowledge 
and Merit. As to Virtae and Religion, I have made 
it, I think, ſufficiently appear in the Prefaces to the 
fixft and ſecond Volumes, that none but a downright 
| Calunmiator could be guilty of ſuch Language; and 
as to my want of Reſpect for the Learned, the Rea- 
der has but juſt now ſeen bow far I'm guilty of that 
Charge. I muſt confeſs, indeed, that if the Critick 
it really a learned Man, I have done wrong to con- 
dem his Works: But I ſubmit this Point to the 
Judgment of the Publick. 


As this Cenſurer has not thought proper to deſcend 
20 Particzlars, but only runs out into general Invec- 
tives againſt me, while he laviſpes Encomiums upon 
a Number of wretched Anthors, ' tis impoſſible I ſhould 
anſwer 
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Sſpiſes this Cardinal, and deems bim guilty of two e- 
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anſwer him as to the Faults that he may find in this 
Book; and therefore, before I conclude this Preface, 
I ſhall only examine ſome of the Praiſes which he 
has ſo liberally beſtowed upon fome of the Spaniſh 
Writers : Aud I hope to make it evidently appear, 
that his Compliments have thrown more Dirt apon 
them than the moſt abuſive Criticiſm; ſo that the 
beautiful Paſſage in Tacitus, Peſſimum inimicorum 
genus laudantes, may be juſtly apply'd to him in this 
Caſe. 8 


Oar Critick, firſt of all, faunds the Goodneſs, Beau- 
ty and Fuſtneſs of the Spaniſh Genius on the Works 
of St Tereſa, Lewis of Granada, aud the Reverend 
Father Rodrigues, and then falls foul apon me, on 
a Suppoſition that I am not acquainted with thoſe. 
Books. But I muſt take the Freedom to tell bim, 
that I know them as well as be, but am very far. 
from eſteeming them as he does, particularly Rodri- 
gues, ſome of whoſe dull Works I have read very 
meanly tranſlated, aud ſo generally deſpiſed, that 
Moliere made no Difficulty to ridicule them in one 
of his Pieces. Ist poſſible that the Critick ſhould 
wot know this Line? 


Elle lit Rodrigues, fait l'Oraiſon mentale *. 


Perhaps tis wilful Ignorance ; for, as to Theatrical 
Matters, he ought to be na Novice. 


J came 


* $he Roderick reads, then puts up mental Prayer, 
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I come next to the Dramatick Poets, whom our 
Critick has commended in a Manner ſo ridiculous) 
that, if he had intended to cut them down with the 
moſt keen Satyr, be could never have fallen upon a 
better Way. Here are his own Words : The Spaniſh 
Dramatick Authors have been long the Magazines 
from whence ours provided themſelves. Scarron 
and Montfleari are Inſtances. Can any thing be 
ſaid more to the Diſhononr of Spaniſh Poets, than to 
make them the Inventors of the moſt wretched Farces, 
and to give them, for Diſciples and Imitators, the very 
Scum of our Writers? What Notion muſt we have 
of certain Poets, if we were told that Pradon had 
form'd his Taſte from their Works? Should we nog 
bave Reaſon to look upon them as the Excrements of 
the Republick of Letters? Can one hinder himſelf 
from ſaying, that this Critick's Encomiumt are mon- 
ſtruous Things? Heaven protect me from ſuch a 
Pane gyriſt, and let me have his Hatred rather than 
His Friendſhip. To ſheu him the Difference of my 
quay of commending the good Spaniſh Writers from 
his, I ſhall hers inſert what I ſaid of Don Lopes de 
Vega in Letter CXVIII. That Author has wrote 
ſuch excellent Comedies, that the great Corneille 
ſaid, he would have given two of his beſt Tra- 
gedies to have invented the Character of the Men- 
teur, i. e. Liar. Thou knoweſt that it was from 
the Spanish Original that the French Poet compoſed 
his Piece. Let tbe World now judge whether the 
Critick or I have been moſt injurions to the Spaniſh 

Nation: 
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Nation. But, in running the Parallel of what both 
of us have ſaid of their Hiſtorians, Jm in hopes I 
ſhall the more eaſily obtain a favourable Fudgment. 


He confines himſelf to the Hiſtory of Arragon, by 
Zurita, and to the General Hiſtory of Spain, by 
Mariana, and by a Caprice not to be expreſsd; of 
the two Authors which he mentions, one ought to be 
abhorred by all good Men: Not but that Mariana's 
Hiſtory is a good Book, but he has compoſed ano- 
ö ther *, which the Parliament of Paris condemned to 
; the Flames, and which the Feſuites themſelves have 
diſown'd. In this Treatiſe he inſinuates, that it is 
[ not only lawful, but laudable to kill a King who is 
E an Heretick or a Tyrant, and extols to the Skies the 
q execrable Monk who murder'd Henry III. not being 
f aſham'd to call him the Honour and Glory of France. 
; Since our Critick was reſolved to quote only two Au- 
o thors, he had done well, methinks, not to have men- 
1 ion d Mariana, or, at leaſt, to have followed my 
* Example, aud made mention at the ſame time of ſe- 
”  veral others, whoſe Names I ſhall here tranſcrihe in 


e the ſame Order as they are commended in Letter 
e CXVIIL Antonio de Solis, Sandoval, Antonio de 
G | Herrera, Don Bartholomew de las Caſas. Nor 
by bade I forgot to praiſe the Authors of Romances, and 
* Poets, who deſerve the Eſteem of Judges, ſuch as 
Is Michael de Cervantes, Matheo Aleman, Don A- 
a ono de Hercilla, Juan Rufo, de Chriſtoval de Ver- 
0 es, Sc. It may be eaſily judged, by the Number of 
- | thoſe 


De rege, & regis inflitutione, 
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thoſe Authors, if I aim'd at diminiſhing the Glory of 
one Nation to raiſe that of another. 


"Tis true, I did 


maintain, and do JH; 5048 the Spaniards have not 


one Philoſopher among em, and that none they can have 


as long as their Inquiſition ſub/iſts : But is not the 
whole Univerſe convinced of this Truth, our Critick 
excepted? who, like a magnanimous and unconquer- 
able Knight, is determin d to ſupport his Opinion, 
right or Wrong; in which he perfectly e the 
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Peace 8 purely aud ſimply confeſſing, that the 


very Faults of his charming Dulcinia are Japerior 70 


on Fe irtues 1 the n Princeſſes, 


by», order. 2 give the more Weight 70 his Opinion, 

the Critick. has Recourſe to the Authority of Father 

Rapin, !who, in his Philoſophical Reflections, ſays, 

that the Spaniards excel in Metaphyſicks. But the 
Blunder of that Author is uo Excuſe for my Anta- 
goniſt's; and here's the Proof. By the Compliment 
which this Jeſuit pays to the Phyſicks and Logick of 
Ariſtotle, it will be very diſcernable whether his O. 
pinion, in Matters of Philoſophy, ought to be look'd 
upon as deciſive. Nothing appear'd ( ſays he *) that 
was regular and ſolid, either in Logick or true 
Philoſophy, before Ariſtotle. This Genius, ſo rea- 
ſonable and intelligent, went ſo deep into the A- 
byſs of the human Mind, that he. penetrated to its 
moſt ſecret Receſſes, by the exact Diſtinction he 


made of its Operations. Before him none had 
| | ſounded 


* Repin's Reflect. No. IV. Pag. 373. 


. 


ſounded the Depth of human Thought, to know 
how far it reach'd. Ariſtotle was the firſt who 
diſcover'd this new Paſſage to Knowledge, by the 
Evidence of Demonſtration, and to proceed geo- 
metrically to Demonſtration by the Infallibility of 
Syllogiſm, the moſt accompliſh'd Work, the great- 
eſt Effort of the human Mind. To fhew the Im- 
pertinence and Ridicule of this Encomium, and what 
fort of Books of Philoſophy were in Father Rapin's 
Opinion Maſter-pieces, I ſhall only quote a Paſſage 


from Des Cartes, another from Mallebranche, and 


a third from Locke. Whoever would be more fully 
convinced of the loſt Labour of the Greek Philoſo- 


pber, may conſult the illuſtrious Gaſſendi, in his 


Exercitationes paradoxicæ adverſus Ari ſtotelicos. 1 


begin with tranſcribing Mallebranche's Opinion *. 


Ariſtotle ſeldom or never reaſons but upon the 
confuſed Ideas which we receive by the Senſes, 
and other vague, general and indeterminate No- 
tions, which repreſent nothing particular to the 
Underſtanding : For the uſual Terms of this Phi- 
loſopher are only proper to expreſs confuſediy to 
the Senſes and the Imagination the perplexed No- 
tions which we have of ſenſible Things, or to 
make us talk in ſo looſe and indeterminate a Man- 
ner, that we can expreſs nothing diſtinctly. 


Now for Des Cartes, in his Turn, who thus 
ſpeaks: The Logick of the Schools is, properly- 
Vo. III. B ſpeak ing, 


* Mallebragche, Recherche de la Veritate, Liv. V. Ch. XI. P. 388. 
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ſpeaking, nothing but a Dialectick, teaching us 
the Method of communicating to others what we 
know, or even alſo the ſpeaking of ſeveral Words 
without Judgment upon Things we know not, 
conſequently it corrupts good Senſe rather than to 
augment it “. 


I ſhall now finiſh my Remarks on Father Rapin 
with this Paſſage ont of Mr Locke. We reaſon 
(ſays he F) much better, and more clearly, when 
we only obſerve the Connection of Proots, with- 
out reducing our Thoughts into Method, or form- 
ing them into Syllogiſm.—— God hath not been 
{o ſparing of his Favours to Mankind, as only to 
make them two-legg'd Creatures, and to have left 
to Ariſtotle the Care of making 'em rational Beings, 


We now may fee how jar Father Rapin may be re- 
% upon in what regards Philoſophers ; and ſiuce he 
75 profuſe in his Praiſes of Ariſtotle, *#is not at all 
farpriſing to ſee him throwing out Encomiums on the 
Spaniſh Metaphyſicians, who were all zealous Fol- 
lywers of Ariſtotle. But, to fhew either the Igno— 
rauce or Knavery of my Adverſary, if there be ſo 
many excelleat Philoſophers and Metaphyſicians in 
Spain, why does he not name ſome of them? Be- 
cauſe be could not poſſibly do it, or, at leaſt, not 
without making Hane more ridiculons than he was 
be} e. 


To 


* Des Cartes Principes de la Pli!oſpphia. Preface, : Eſſav ou 
Human Underſtanding, Book IV. Chap. XVII, 
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2% finiſh the Anſwer which I have taken the 
Trouble of making to his Objedions, I ſhall now en- 
deavour to let the Publick ſee how groſly ic nſperſes 
me with affeting to decry the Spaniſh Nation. J 
own I have ſaid, and do now repeat it, that they are 
proud, haughty, lazy, ſuperſt1t1ous, and Slaves to the 
Monks : Bat, as I have expoſed their Faults, juſt as 
I have done thoſe of other Nations, ſo 1 have like- 
wiſe done Fuſtice to their Virtues ; ana, without re- 
peating all I have ſaid on this Subject, I ſhall only 
quote the following Paſſage from Letter CVI. 


Since the Reign of Philip V. the Government of 
Spain has been under the Direction of very able 
Miniſters ; but the Broils to which all Courts are 
liable, have removed them from their Poſts. The 
Encomiums run high upon the Cardinal Alberoni: 
Not only Strangers, who are numerous in this 
Country, but many Spaniards, do Juſtice to this 
able Miniſter.— Since the Acceſſion of Philip IV. 
and Charles II. her I'roops are numerous, good, 
and well diſciplin'd. The Kingdom is increaſed 
in People a full fourth more than it was, by the 
great Number of French and Flemings now eſta- 
bliſhed in it. And this Crown, which, for a cer- 
tain Time, was upon the declining Hand, makes 


now a handſome Figure in Europe, and is reſpeRt- 
ed as formerly. 


/ 


I think there's now enough ſaid to ſhew the Folly, 
3 Ignorance and Malice of this pretended Iberian Knight) 
0 B 2 for 
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for I have #0 Inclination to make any Anſwer to the 
groſs Abuſe with which be concludes his Letter. God 
forbid that I fhould ever give any Handle to intro- 
duce Billingſgate Language upon Parnaſſus. The 
Mind alone is a Member of the Republick of Letters, 
and the Body has nothing to do with it. Were it 

[| not thus, we ſhould be often at a Loſs in what Rank 
it: ſome People ought to be placed. For Inſtance, where 
' ſhouldweplace a Man, who, after being a Rope Dancer, 
„ | Ballad Singer, or a Player, in his Youth, ſhould, in 
| his old Age, marry two Adreſſes Maids, one after 
another, and laſt of all a Turkey Driver, promoted to 
| the honourable Poſt of Beer Drawer in an Ale-houſe, 
and afterwards tv be his own Cook Maid; ſure I am 
That the Critick muſt own, if this Perſon was a2 
Member of the Republick of Letters, it would be ub 


eaſy Matter to find a proper Place for ſuch an ones 
ginal. 


1 Before I conclude this Preface, I Hall beg the 
1 Reader's Allowance for a Word or two on the diffe- 
rent Tranſlations of the JEWISH LETTERS, of 
which two Perſons in London have made honourable 
mention iu their different Papers, the firſt intitled, 
The Gentleman's Magazine, and the other, Fog's 
Weekly Journal. But I can't help ſaying, that it 
: gave me ſome Concern to ſee one of theſe two Tranſ- 
lators * ſometimes affecting to change the Title of 
certain Letters, and adding that of Mr inſtead of 
the Names of Jacob Brito aud Aaron W 
: 9 


* The Author of Fog's Journal. 
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o that it became uncertain whether theſe Letters 


were Originals or tranſlated ; and, by the by, tis to 
none of the worſt that he has made this Change: For 
; Inſtauce, Letter LXXIV. which begins thus, La 
premiere Lettre qui je tai ecrite d'Egypze, doit 
* Pavoir donnè une Idee des Ruines d'Alexandrze, 
c. Thus Engliſp'd: My firſt Letter from Eg 
muſt have given thee a general Idea of the Ruins 
of Alexandria, &c. f. As ſuch unfair Dealing is 


a maniſeſt Breach of all the eſtabliſp'd Laws in the 
Republick of Letters, be it therefore known, from 
this Inſtant, to this Tranſlator, that, if he perſiſts 


in that fraudulent Practice, J ſhall have Recoarſe to 
the Tribunal of our Lords the Journaliſts, to the 
Intent that I may have Juſtice done me by them, 


and that the I'ranſlator may be ſtrictly enjoin'd to 


render to every one his Due. Bat I hope he will 
not oblige me to enter into a Law Suit with him; 
aud that, for the future, he will imitate the Candony 


of his Brother of the Quill, who makes uo Suppreſ= 
fron of Titles, which certainly comes under the De- 
uomiaation of Theft in the Juriſdiction of the Belles 
Lettres. Nevertheleſs, Juſtice obliges me to thank, 


1 him for the elegant and conciſe Manner in which he 
b tranſlated my Letters, particularly the Lth, which, 


© begins thus: Jai couru, mon cher Brito, un des 


plus grands Dangers que j'eſſueray de ma Vie. i. e. 


I have narrowly eſcaped, my dear Brito, the great- 
eſt Danger I ever was, or ſhall be, 1 3 expo- 


? ſed to while I live. He has been ſo good as not to 


1 Change 
* See No. 417, of Fog's Journal. WO 


change the Title of this Letter, by ſubſtituting the 
Word Monſieur in place of Brito. When ] confider 
that ſome Authors have injured me, and others bor- | 
rowed from me, I'm almoſt tempted to look upon my | 
ſelf as a Perſon of ſome Conſequence in the Repub- 

lick of Letters. 


But to paſs to another Tranſlation, which I'm told 
will ſoon appear in the Dutch Language, the MS 
being actually in the Hands of a Bookſeller *. I have 
uot ſeen it, and though I had, not underſtanding the 
Language, I could have made no Fudgment: But a 
Perſon, who is Maſter of it, aſſures me, that it is 
very well done, which is all I know of the Matter, 
not having the leaſt Acquaintance with the Tranſlator. 


I am inform'd likewiſe from Germany, that the 

 2wo firſs Volumes are already tranſlated into High 
Dutch; but 1 know as little of this aun, as of 
abe other. 


But what is ſtill more ſiugular than all the reſt, 
5s, that I have Advice of two Volumes being reprint- 
ed at Avignon, but wretchedly mangled and deform- 
ed, according to the laudable Cuſtom of Bookſellers 
aud Printers under the Pope's Dominion, 


Jewiſh 


* This Tranſlation has appear'd ſince this Preface, and the 
Tranſlator has done me the Honour of a Dedication, I'm 
Slad of this Opportunity of publickly acknowledging the Fa- 
vour, and of thanking him for communicating my Letters to 


Nation for which I have an infinite Eſtcem. 
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the 

gh AARON MONCECA ro ISAAC Onis. 

of Sa & HAVE endeavour'd to give thee 
an Idea of the Dutch in genera], 

N, and now I ſhall be more parti- 

. | = cular. Ihe Populace in this 

z = Country, as 1 have told thee in 
__ 4 my former Letters, are brutal, 
ers ; D and often inſolent. *Tis 4 di ſfi- 


cult Matter (ſays a modern Au- 
thor) to work @ Change upon them. Laws can be 
* made for the Service of the State, and for the Pay- 


* A ment of Taxes, but none are made apon the Subject 

of good Manners; and nothing that wants the ee. 
the f a Law, is binding upon the Dutch. A ſort of E- 
I'm 5 quality, neceſſary in Commonwealths, is partly the 
5 to 


Fa- Cauſe of the Inſolence of the People. Should the 
j „ Coach 
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Coach of any of the Lords of the States General meet 
a Counttyman's Waggon or Cart upon the Road, he 
. muſt give way as well as the Clown, and tate an 
equal Share of the Trouble. His Footmen would be 
ſure not to inſult the Driver, far leſs to beat him, 
be being a Citizen of the Republick, aud owning no 
Magiſtrate, but when he is in the Exerciſe of his 
Office ;, elſewhere all are upon a Level *. 

J can't better juſtify the Magiſtrates from the 
Charge againſt them, in foreign Countries, of not 
only ſuffering, but ſometimes likewiſe authoriſing 
the Inſolencies of the Populace. Liberty begets 
a ſort of Haughtineſs that, with Men who have 
not Senſe enough to diſcern their Happineſs, ſo as 
not to make an Abuſe of it, often degenerates into 
Inſolence. But whatever Inconveniencies are oc- 
caſion'd in civil Society, by the Brutality of the 
Vulgar, they are perhaps more ſupportable than 
thoſe which flow from deſpotick Power ; for tho? 
nothing be more inſufferable than the Infolence of 
the Mob, yet {till it muſt be allow'd, that nothing 
is more dangerous and precarious than the Happi- 
neſs of a State, where one Perſon has the Power 
of doing whatever he pleaſes, without being call'd 
to an Account for his Conduct. The Rank to 
which an arbitrary Prince finds himſelf exalted, 
does not a little contribute to corrupt his Morals, 
and (trip him of the good Qualities that Nature has 
beſtowed upon him. Iuſolence (ſays Herodotus f) 
ſprings from preſent Happineſs and Proſperity ; and 
whoever has that Vice, 15 guilty of all the reſt. Into 
what Misfortunes is a State plung'd by a bad Prince 
who governs? To what Calamities 1s it not ex- 
pos'd? Let us put into one Scale the Danger of 
having a Sovereign who forgets that he is the Fa- 
ther of his People, and into the other, the Incon- 
5 venience 


* Memoirs of the Marquis d*Argens, Pag. 291, f Hiſtory 
of Herqdotus, Lib. III. Pag. 216. 
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venience attending the Pride and Arrogance of the 


Vulgar, we ſhall find an equal Weight of Evil; 
and upon due Reflection we may conclude, That 


in all Governments there is ſomething good, and 


5 ſomething bad; and that the wiſeſt Courſe is to 
e eſteem that the beſt under which we are born, and 


| chearfully ſubmit to it *. If the French, Spaniards, 


Germans, &c. may accuſe the Dutch of having 


granted the common People too extenſive Privi- 


leges, the latter, by way of Retaliation, may charge 
home upon them many Inconveniencies in civil 
Life, and often more dangerous. 

The Datch may be rank'd into four Claſſes. 
The common People form rhe firſt. 

The ſecond is made up of Merchants and Burgh- 
ers, Who are a Set of Men entirely employ'd in 
Trade and domeſtick Affairs; in their Characters 
open, friendly, and extremely careful to preſerve 
their Liberties and Properties, without any Thoughts 
of encroaching upon thoſe of others: Their Air 
is heavy and dull, which is perbaps owing to the 
Climate, and to ſome Remains of the Span;h Hu- 
mour ; but this Phlegm only ſits upon their Coun- 
tenances, for their Hearts are open and ſincere. 

The third Claſs contains the Patriciaus, that's 
to ſay, the Civil Magiſtrates, who live in ſo plain 
and fimple a Manner, that they are not in the 
leaſt envy'd by their Fellow Citizens. The 0/- 


 zraciſm of the Greeks F would be entirely uſeleſs 


in Holland. The Magiſtrates, if they can be but 
uſeful to their Country, are not at all ſolicitous 


about acquiring the Eſteem of their Countrymen 
dy Prodigalities and Preſents, inconſiſtent with the 
Publick Good; but moſt exact in the Diſcharge 


of the Duties incumbent on them, and in main- 


— ³·¹¹AAAA⁴¹vVͤ⁊ ̃ ͤ r!. . bi 


taining 


* La Bruyere's Characters, Pag. 453. f Ten Years Baniſh- 


ment to which the Athenians condemn'd the Citizens that were 
too powerful. 
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the Tranquillity of the Republick. 


Countries of this, imagine, that Quality is 


is very ſmall, and that there are a great 


all over Europe had the ſame Manners and 


peſter'd with fo many petty Tyrants. 


Yours, but, jealous of her Authority, do 


taining good Order and Union, ſo neceſſary for 


The fourth Claſs is compoſed of the Nobles, 
very few in Number. Thow lt perhaps be ſurpri- 
ſed to hear that the Nobility form a diſtin State 
in Holland, Moſt People, in the neighbouring 


quite 


out of Doors, or that, ſince the Eſtabliſhment of 
the Republick, there's no Prerogative attach'd to 
it; but this is an Error. When the Dutch chang'd 
the Government, the Privileges of the Nobility, 
exiſting at that Time, were preſerv'd, ſuch as they 
had enjoy'd under the Dukes of Burgundy and 
Charles V. Theſe Privileges are ſo conſiderable, 
that their College, compoſed of eight Members, 
has the Right of ſending Delegates to all the other 
Supreme Colleges. Tis true, that their Number 


many 


more in Friſeland and Gaelderlaud. Theſe Noble- 
men have neither the Petulancy of the French 
Petits-maitres, nor the Haughtineſs of the German 
Barons, nor the ſurly, diſdainful Air of the Exgliſh. 
They diſcharge, with great Honour, Frankneſs and 
Sincerity, all the Employments committed to their 
Charge; and it were to be wiſh'd that the Nobility 


Senti- 


ments: In that Caſe, the World would not be 


I muſt own, my dear Iſaac, that if Providence 
had permitted me to chuſe my native Country, I 

would have been born a Dutebman or a Venetian. 
I know that there's a conſiderable Difference in 
the Government of theſe two Republicks; but I 
alſo know, that all their Views are the ſame, and 
tend to render Man happy and free. The Repub- 
lick of Venice acts with her Citizens as a tender, 
but ſtrict, Mother, that loads her Children with Fa- 
es not 


permit 
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permit them to dive into her Deſigns. Thus the 


noble Venetians act with the Burghers and inferior 


People *. 8 a 
ttary, is a complaiſant Mother, looking upon her- 


The Republick of Holland, on the con- 


ſelf as a Siſter, who determines nothing without 


the Advice of her Children, and who, to baniſh 
all Manner of Jealouſy, has put them upon an 


equal Footing; ſo that ſhe's under no Apprehen- 
ſions of the large Cities encroaching upon the leſ- 
ſer : In ſhort, ſhe has foreſeen and guarded againſt 
the Inconveniencies ariſing from the Ambition of 
over-topping, and, upon the Baſis of a perfect E- 
quality, eſtabliſhed the Happineſs of her People. 
In the XIth Article of the famous Union of Utrecht, 
tis expreſly ſtipulated, That all and every one of the 
Loraſhips ſhall inviolably preſerve their Privileges, 
Immunities, Rights, Prerogatives and Cuſtoms, tranſ- 


mitted to them from their Anceſtors. | 


As no City is ſubject to another, there can be 
nothing determined with regard to publick Affairs 
in a Province, but by the unanimous Conſent of 
all the Towns in it; and nothing is to paſs in the 
States General, without the Approbation of the 
ſeven Provinces. This Government would ſeem, 
at firſt, to be obnoxious to tedious and hurtful De- 
lays; and ' tis true that it is attended with Incon- 


veniencies, but *tis as true that theſe very Incon- 


Harmony in all the Parts. 


veniencies are, in a manner, the Security of the 


State, the Band that unites the whole, and preſerves 
Beſides, the Number 


of skilful Perſons, through whoſe Hands all Af- 


fairs do paſs, does not a little contribute to ſtrip 


them of every thing that may ſeduce or deceive the 


Mind. 


» © 
1 
* 1 
7 
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A Prince has but a tranſient View of 


1 hings, and ſeldom ſees them but by the Eyes of 


his Miniſter. If his Deliberations in Council are 

quick, they're not a whit the ſurer for that. A 

Slowneſs 
J citadini. 
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_ Slowneſs in Affairs, upon which depends the Safe- 
ty of the State, is not at all amiſs. I know very 
well, that too much is dangerous; but ſuppoſing 
it true, that the Dutch Government is attended with 
Delays that are prejudicial, this Fault is made up 
by ſo many Advantages, that, 'tis my Opinion, it 
deſerves a diſtinguiſt'd Rank among the wiſeſt and 
beſt Governments. | Br 
One Advantage drawn from the Neceſſity of 
conſulting all the Towns in Affairs of Conſe- 
quence, is, the Dependence which the States Ge- 
neral, who repreſent the Body of the Nation, have 
upon their Principals and Conſtituents, without 
whoſe Conſent and Concurrence they cannot act; 
ſo that, though they appear to be the Soul of the 
Republick, they are but the Organs of it, and can 
neither make Peace nor War, form new Allian- 
ces, nor augment the Taxes, but by Conſent of 
all the Provinces, who can do nothing without the 
Participation of their Towns. From all which it 
appears, that ambitious, defigning Men, at the 
Head of Affairs in ſuch a Government as this, can 
never throw the State into fuch Troubles as have 
happened in the Roman Commonwealth, and in 
many modern Republicks, by their granting a too 
extenſive Power to certain Citizens. _ | 
At Amſterdam there's a perpetual Senate of 
thirty fix Perſons, who have a Right to chuſe the 
Bourguemeſtres and Sheriffs, and theſe, in their 
Turns, diſpoſe of the inferior Employments. 
There's ſo good Order obſerved in the different 
Diſtributions of Poſts, that it is impoffible a 
Bourguemeſtre, more ambitious than his Brethren, 
can aſſume to himſelf alone the Right of Nomi- 
nation to Preferments, or enhance them to his 
Creatures. TT | 
The Senate of Amſterdam has neither the Gran- 
deur nor Solemnity of that of Rome; but the Mew 
N | ers 
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bers that compoſe it, have neither the fooliſh Am- 
bition, nor chimerical Ideas, of the ancient Ro- 


mans. Intent upon preſerving the Privileges of 
their Fellow Citizens, upon the Means of making 


their Trade flouriſh, and upon procuring them the 


Conveniencies of Life and Liberty, they aſpire not 
after new Conqueſts. All the Dutch have the ſame 
way of Thinking: They are ſatisfied with the Ter- 


ritories they poſſeſs, and endeavour to live in Peace, 
not only with the Powers of Europe, but alſo with 
the moſt ſavage Nations, who have found, in the 
Datch, Men of Humanity ; whereas the unfortu- 
nate People of Mexico and Peru have found, in 
the Spaniarde, only ravenous Beaſts, more cruel 
than T'ygers thirſting after Blood and Slaughter. 
The Hpauiards have cemented the Colonies of 


- which they are poſſeſs'd by Murder and Treache- 


ry, whilſt the Datch have eſtabliſn'd theirs by Mild- 
neſs and Clemency. In ſeveral Parts of the 1z- 
dies, the People, among whom they have made 
Settlements, look upon them as Tutelary Gods, 
who bring them a thouſand, uſeful! and neceſſary 


Things for Life; and the Savages ſubjected to the 


yy 
1 
+ 


* 
x 


ber are thoſe of Leyden, Utrecht, Franeker, Gro- 


Dutch, feel the Advantage of the Induſtry and Trade 
of that laborious Nation. | 

Though every Mortal is employed in Trade at 
Amſterdam, they have not however been unmind— 
ful of the Sciences. There's an illuſtrious School 
for Theology, the Belles Lettres, Philoſophy and 


Medicine; and beſides this, which the Youth who 
are diſpoſed to Study may have the Advantage of, 
there are in Holland, and the neighbouring Pro- 
vinces, ſeveral famous Academies, in which Num- 


ningue and Harderiwych. Theſe Academies abound 


with People of Merit, among whom there are ſe- 


veral firſt Rate Scholars. 
Vor, III. 'S Not- 
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- Notwithſtanding the particular Care which the 
Dutch have of Trade, the Baſis and Foundation 
of their Occupations, yet it muſt be allowed that 
they are not unmindful of the Sciences; and, per- 
haps, there is ſcarce a Place in Exrope where there 
are ſo many Bookſellers and Printers as at Amſter- 
dam. I have been credibly informed, that there 
are near four hundred, which furniſh the Univerſe 
with good and bad Books; of both Sorts we have 
Plenty here, as well as of Authors, who may be 
rank'd into two Claſſes, vi2. Hunger-ſtarv'd and 
Mercenaries, I ſhall take an Opportunity, ere 
Jong, to entertain thee with. what I can learn that's 

worth taking notice of, both with reſpect to the Au- 
thors and their Works: In the mean time, let me 
beg of thee to be more frequent in thy Letters, 
(for methinks 'tis long ſince I heard from thee ) 
and to take particular Care of thy Health. 


* 
Amſterdam, **. 


bebe 
e LIL II, 


LETTER CVI. 


Jacos BRITO # AARON MONCECA, 


x © former Letters treated of the common 
M People, and of the Monks: In this I ſhall 


endeavour to give thee an Idea of the Gran- 
dees, who, in this Country, (to wit, Hain) claim 


a Right to Lazineſs as a Part of their Privileges. 
A Spanijl Don is a ſober Man, which is, without 
Doubt, a lovely Quality, were it not occaſion'd 
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he by Poverty and Lazineſs. In his Compoſition 
on there's a Mixture of Pride, Seriouſneſs, Ignorai:ce, 
nat a a ſtrong Prepoſſeſſion in favour of his own dear 
er- Perſon, and of his Country, a Contempt of all 
ere other Nations, particularly the French, who have 
er- the Honour of his Hatred: He laughs at Fame 
ere purchas'd at the Expence of Blood, and therefore 
rſe is not fond of the Trade of War, but rather chuſes 
ave to paſs his Days quictly in his Country Village, 
be amuſing, himſelf with ſome old Romances, the 
ind Works of St Thereſa, or ſome other Hiſionary of 
ere the ſame Mould, In fine, a Spauiſh Don is a 
at's Creature ſervilely ſubmiſſive to Monks, and the 
Au- born Slave of the Fair Sex *. 1 0 
me The Grandees of Spain exceed the inferior No- 
ers, bility in Pride and Haughtineſs. Tbey formerly 
ee) contended with their Sovereign, but Philip V. by 
Birth a Frenchman, has aſſumed that Authority over 
the Spar Nobility which the Kings of France 
have over theirs, and the Grandees are now as 
ſubmiſſive as the reſt. The Arrogance of ſome 
roſe to ſuch a Height in the Reign of Charles II. 
Py. Predeceſſor of the preſent King, that having or- 
I der'd two Comedies to be acted at the Palace up- 
* on his Recovery, and commanded that no Perſon, 
without Exception, ſhould go upon the Stage, the 
62134751 | C2 5 Duke 
* When Seneca favs, that none but Reaſts can glory in Lazineſs, he 
has traced out uſeful Leſſons for the Spaniſh Gentry ; and how 
& Bi happy would it be for them, could they but take the Advice! 
_  Gloriart otio, mers ambitio eſt. Animalia quædam, ne inveniri poſſint, 
veſti ia circa cubile ipſum conſundunt. Idem tibi faciendum eſt. Seneca 
mon Epiſt. 69, However pungent this Irony may be, it perfectly a- 
ſhall grees to a Spaniard, poring on Romances all Day long, playing 
ran- upon his Guitar all Night, eonfin'd to his Village, uſeleſs to. 
Am his King and Country; nothing remains to ſecure him in this 
Bar da idle Life, but the Means of concealing the Place of. 
eges. his Retreat from thoſe that would force him from it. To ac- 
hout compliſh this, he ought to imitate thoſe Animals who ſur- 
jon'd 8 round their Habitation with every thing that may ſerve. to con- 
by 151 ceal it. 


8 

7 
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Duke 4 Oſſuna placed himſelf upon it, and refuſed 
2 retire though he was told his Majeſty's Or- 

ers. | 

The Grandees of Spain, notwithſtanding the Va- 
nity and Haughtineſs which they aſſumed to them- 
ſelves in the preceding Reign, were obliged to 
put up with ſeveral Things very ſhocking to their 
high Spirits; but the moſt intolerable Mortifica- 
tion they met with, was that of a certain Valenxue- 
la's being made a Grandee. This Man had been 
Page to the Duke de ' Infantado. Upon his Ma- 
ſter's Death he found himſelf without a Protector, 
and ſo poor, that he became paſſaute & corte, 
that is to ſay, a Man reduced to live upon his Wits. 
By the Intereſt of a Monk he found Means. to get 
into a petty Poſt in the Palace. To a handſome 
Perſon he join'd a lively Genius, which he reſol- 
ved to employ to Advantage. In that View he 
ſcraped Acquaintance with a German Lady, named 
 Donua Eugenia, the Queen's Confident. He had 
the good Luck to appear as lovely to this Lady 
as ſhe did to him, and was allowed what the Jpa- 
uiards call Galantear; a Term made uſe of when 
one courts a Lady belonging to the Queen. Ga- 
lantries of this Sort are ſo common, that we of- 
ten ſee married Men publickly making Love to 
their Miſtreſſes. Donna Eugenia was not inſenſible 
to her Lover's Sighs, which ſhe recompenced with 
putting him in Poſſeſſion of her Perſon. Fortune, 
that had reſolved to elevate Valenuzaela, did not 
itop here, but brought him into Favour with the 
Queen Regent, who, from Poſt to Poſt, conduct- 
ed him to the firſt Dignity of the Kingdom, by 
creating him a Grandee of the firſt Claſs, with 

the double Key. 1 FP: 
This Promotion thunder-ſtruck all the Spar 
Nobility. Their Vanity got ſuch a Shock, and 
they were ſo ſtunn'd, that they had not Power to 
| DEE complain 


5 
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complain of the Injury done them; they only 
{tared at one another, like Perſons mute and ſtu- 
pify'd: At laſt, by a wonderful Effort, they got 
Courage to pronounce theſe Words, Valenguela 
es Grande! O tempora! O mores! One of the: 
Grandees was ſo ſenſibly touch'd with the Affront 
put upon the whole Body of the Nobility, that he 
reſolved never to ſee the Sun any more, becauſe 
he did not abſtract his Rays when io horrid a 
Crime was perpetrating. This Lord took Bed 
upon the firſt Accounts of this fatal News, where 
he continued till he died, about ten Years after 
wards. In the Morning, when the Servants came 
into his Apartment, one of them opened the Win- 
dow, and his Lord ask'd him very gravely, Que 
baſe el Tiempo? i. e. How's the Weather? And the 
next Queſtion was, Mi Carnizero es Grande? i. e. 
Is my Butcher made a Grandee? No, my Lord, 
anſwered the Servant. Vety well, font the Win- 
dow, continued he. Thus the Comedy was over: 
till next Day, when it began again; and did ſo 


_ every Day till the Hour of his Death, nothing be- 


ing able to reconcile him to the Sun, nor to Man- 
kind 5:5 71575109 | A | 
The Fortune of this Valeuzuela, which had'oc- 
caſioned the Folly of this Lord, was deſtroy'd' 
with the fame Rapidity that it grew. The Queen, 
who protected him, having received Orders from 


Charles II. to retire to a Convent in Toledo, her- 


Favourite, after being ſtripp'd of all his Employ- 


ments, and pull'd out of a Church where he had 


; te Duke de l'Infantado zook me to be bis Page. 


taken Sanctuary, was baniſh'd to Chila in the Phi- 
lippines. He fupported his Diſgrace with great 


zonſtaney; and When it was notify'd to him, 


1 that the King removed him from alt his Poſts and. 


Honouts, I ſee (ſaid he, very calmly) that Pim more 
unfortunate than when I came to Court, and when: 


G-2. The. 
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The Ruin of Yalenzaela, which ſeem'd to repair 
the Affront the Grandees had received in his Ele- 
vation, turn'd out nevertheleſs quite otherwiſe, and 
expoled them to a greater. The Roman Pontiff, 
having been inform'd that the principal Lords had, 
by their own Authority, forc'd him from his Aſyle, 
excommunicated all thoſe who had been concern'd 
in that Action; and, in order to be diſcharged of 
the Roman Cenſures, they were obliged to go, as 
the worſt of Criminals, in their Shirts, with Ropes 
about their Necks, to the Imperial College, where 
the Nuncio Mellini did them the Favour to whip 
them, by way of Diſcipline: Thus the Spar 
Pride was humbled by the Italian, which exceeds 
! :- A | | | 

The Grandees of Spain had along Struggle with 
the Monks about the Government of the State, 
and, by Turns, kick'd out one another. In the 
Minority of Charles II. a Jeſuit, nam'd Father 
Nitard, was at the Helm of Affairs, by the Inte- 
reſt of the Queen: He was diſplaced by Don Juan, 
Natural Son to Philip IV. The People had con- 
ceived ſuch a Hatred to this Jeſuit, that, though 
he was Grand Inquiſitor, they boldly cry'd in the 
Streets, May the King long live, and the noble Don 
Juan; may he always conquer his Enemies: But 
Ho be to the Feſuites that perſecute him. Wohat- 
ever Hatred the Spaniards bore Father Nitard, he 
never loſt Hopes of defeating his Rival ; but the en- 
raged People, not ſatisfied with his Diſgrace alone, 
inſiſted upon his Baniſhment out of Spain, and ac- 
_ cordingly mutiny'd till it was promiſed that the 
diſcarded Miniſter ſhould be ſent to Italy. The 
general Exclamation was, Let us be rid of the 
Jeſuit, let him be gone. Away he went, and the 
Populace loaded bim with injurious Language as 
he paſs'd through the Town. IThou'lt no doubt 
think the Fate of this Jeſuit to be pitied; not K 77 

5 ; 7 Ou 
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Could he not have extricated himſelf out of this 
Scrape, he had not been a Jeſuit. Being retir'd to 
Rome, he was ſome time after made a Cardinal, 
by the Intrigues of the very Spar; Court that had 
exil'd him ſome Years before. 6 1 
If the Station of a Miniſter of State be every 
where attended with Trouble and Danger, tis more 
ſoo in this Country than any where elſe. It often 
happens, that a Man, who has had all poſſible Suc- 
ceſs in a Negociation committed to his Conduct, 
muſt be ſacrific'd for the Honour of the Nation. 
He'll be charg'd with not having had a due Regard 
to its Intereſt. They'll put to his Account the 
diſadvantageous Articles of a Treaty which he has 
been order'd to conclude in the very Terms of it, 
of which here follows a convincing Inſtance. 
On the 18th of Aaguſt 1680, the Spaniards took, 
by Surpriſe, a Fort which the Portugueſe had be- 
gun to raiſe in the Iſland of Sz Gabriel. As the 
two Nations were then in Peace, the Court of 
Portugal was highly provok'd at this Procedure, 
and reſolved to have ample Satisfaction, which the 
Envoy of Portugal at Madrid was order'd, by the 
Prince Regent, to demand. The Sparmiſh Court 
having made an evaſive Anſwer, Portugal began 
to put itſelf in a Diſpoſition' to obtain by Arms 
what was refuſed. Spain, unwilling to come to a 
Rupture with Portugal, at a Time when a War 
with Frazce was look'd upon as unavoidable, ſent 
the Duke de Giovenaxzo in quality of Embaſſador 
to Lisbon, who, on his Arrival, made Complaints, 
and demanded Satisfactions; a Method then in 
Practice by the Court of Spain in Negociations : 
But this Embaſſador was ſoon. made to know, 
that he muſt change his Tone, and that no Quib- 
bling would do; notifying to him in plain Terms, 
that the Satisfaction demanded mult be granted, or 
that other Means would be made uſe of to obtain 
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it. After much debating, the Duke, before ſigns 
ing the Articles, diſpatch'd an Expreſs to Madrid, 
to acquaint his Court with the State of Affairs, 
and to receive the laſt Orders. Upon which the 
Miniſtry upbraided him, in the moſt publick Man- 
ner, with want of Judgment; and Fidelity to his 
Prince; aſſerting, that his ConduQ had been void 
of Prudence and good Senſe, in concluding ſo 
diſadvantageous a Treaty, which, by his Inſtruc- 
tions, he had no Power to do. All theſe Marks 
of Reſentment and Anger were exhibited for the 
Honour of the Nation; and yet not a Moment 
was loſt in concluding the Agreement, the Rati- 
fication whereof was ſent, in all Haſte, to the Duke 


de Ciovexaz Ro 5 


Since the Reign of Philip V. the Government of 
Spar has been under the Direction of very able 
Miniſters; but the Broils to which all Courts are 


able, have removed them from their Poſts. The 


Encomiums run high upon the Cardinal Allberoni: 
Not only Strangers,. who are numerous in this 
Country, but many. Spaniarde, do Juſtice to this 
able Miniſter. Since the Acceſſion of Philip V. 
to the Crown, Spain has recovered one Half of 
the Loſſes to which ſhe was expoſed by the bad 
Management of thoſe Perſons who held the Reins 
of Government during the Reigns of Philip IV. 
and Charles. II. Her 1 roops are numerous, good, 


and well difciplin'd. The Kingdom is incteaſed 


in People a full fourth more than it was, by the 
great Number of Freuch and Flemings now eſta- 
bliſhed in it. And this Crown, which, tor a cer- 
tain T'ime, was upon the declining Hand, makes 
now a handſome Figure in Europe, and is reſpect- 
ed as formerly. ee ee, 
*T'is thus that the Grandeur of a State depends 


upon the Princes that govern it, or on thoſe to 
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whom they commit the Management of Affairs. 
* How many Empires have, in a little Time, mount- 


ed to the Pinacle of Grandeur, when every thing 
ſeem'd to prognoſticate their Ruin, and this brought 
about by the prudent Condu&t of one or two So- 
vereigns, who repair'd all the Evils done by their 
Predeceſſors? Who could have imagin'd but that, 
at the Death of Henry III. France would have been 


turn'd upſide down, and pull'd to Pieces? Every 
thing ſeem'd to portend its Ruin; and yet, eight 


than when 


what Henry IV. had begun. 
with Aſtoniſhment, its Grandeur ſhaken to the 


or ten Years afterwards, ſhe was in a Condition, 
by the good Management of King Heury IV. to 
revenge the. Aﬀronts ſhe had received from her 
Neighbours during the Time of her Adverſity. 
Never had Spain more Cauſe to be afraid of France 
onachal Fury deſtroy'd that great 
Prince. Then Hain was fluſh'd with Hopes of 
recovering the Superiority over her Rival, but the 
Cardinal Kichelieu accompliſh'd, under Lewis XIII. 
That Nation ſaw, 


very Foundation, and knew, though too late, that 
the French were infinitely more skilful than they 


in improving their Advantages. 


Though Hain has not within itſelf the Advan- 


tages which France may boaſt of, yet two or three 
Keigns may raiſe it to a higher Pitch of Grandeur 


than ever it arrived at before, which may be eaſil 


. judged by what we have ſeen it do within theſe 
few Years. KH Fn | | 
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Take care of thyſelf, my dear Monceca; may 


the God of our Fathers load thee with Plenty and 


Wealth, and make thee the Father of a numerous 
Family. | 5 | 


Madrid, *I. 
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LETTER CVIL 
Jacos BRITO w AARON MoONCECA. 


TYIEFORE Philip V. my dear Monceca, the 
Kings of Spain were Slaves to their Gran- 
deur: They ſtrictly obſerved a certain Re- 

gulation call'd Etiquette“, and which contains all 

the Ceremonies which the Spauiſ Monarchs are 
obliged to obſerve; the Clothes they are to wear, 
thoſe that are proper for the Queens their Spouſes, 

_ the proper Seafons for going to the Royal Palaces 

in the Country, how Jong they are to remain. in 

them, the Days of Proceſſion, taking the Air, 

Journeys, and the Hours of going to Bed and ri- 

ſing, the Preſents which the Kings make to their 

Miſtreſſes, how they are to be diſpoſed of when 

ſome Rival is preferr'd, c. Nay, I was even aſ⸗ 

ſured that certain Days are mark'd down in this 

Paper, in which the Monarch is not to lie with 

the Queen; ſuch are the Dog Days, againſt which 

Cleantis ſo agreeably exclaims in Moliere f. And, 

to ſpeak the Truth, what can be more diſagreeable 

to a Prince than to debar him from lying with his 

Wife, when the Spirit, or, more properly ſpeak- 

ing, the Fleſh moves him? I can't comprehend 

what mighty Merit the Spaniards could find in 
this Sort of Celibacy, ſo as to make it an Article 

of the Etiquette. A King of Spain, in Love 1 

| 18 


A Note or Scroll of the Ceremonies. # See his Amphitrion, 
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his Wife, was as much to be pitied as Charles II. 
of England, when he was in the Hands of the Scozs 
Presbyterians, who made him attend to four Sermons 
every Day, enjoin'd him Penances, and would by no 
meant allow him to touch a Die or a Card *. 

The Etiquette, or Ceremonial, was ſtill harder 
upon the Queens, who were not to indulge them- 
ſelves in the moſt innocent Freedoms. 

The Dutcheſs of Terra-Nova, Camerera major, 
or firſt Lady of the Bedchamber to Charles II's 
Queen, was conſtantly buzzing in her Ears, that 
a Queen of Spain was wot to look out at the Wins 
dows. An Adventure happen'd to this Princeſs, 
where the punctual Obſervance of the Ceremonial 
had almoſt coſt her her Life. She was paſſionate- 
ly, fond of Riding. Several fine Horſes were 
brought her from the Province of Andalouſia; and 
being got upon one, ſhe was ſcarce mounted when 
he roſe upon. his two hind Feet, and was within 


an Ace of tumbling backwards upon her when 


ſhe fell from him, but unluckily one of her Feet 
ſtuck in theStirrup : The Horſe fell a kicking, and 
dragg*d her along, ſo that her Life was in the ut- 
moſt Danger. All the Court was Witneſs to this 
Spectacle, but none of them attempted to give her 
any Aſſi ſtance, leſt an Encroachment ſhould have 
been made upon the Reſpect due to the Ceremo- 
nies of the Etiquette; for no Man whatever, un- 
der Pain of Death, is to touch any Part of the 
Queen of Spain's Body, and particularly her Foot. 
Why this Part rather than her Hand, I know not, 
but ſo it was; and none durſt approach the Queen 
to rid her Foot of the Stirrup. Charles II. paſſion- 
ately fond of his Wife, and who, from the Bal- 
cony, ſaw her in this Danger, cry'd out moſt la— 


* mentably ; but the inviolable Cuſtom, and the for- 


bidden Foot, reſtrain'd the grave Spaniards, till at 
| ; C3 laſt 


* Poltaire's Letters about the Engr, 


_— — — — —— —— — „ — 


18 TJEWISH' LETTERS. 


laſt two Cavaliers, the one named Don Lewis de 


las Torras, and the other Don Jaime Sotomayor, re- 
ſolved, at all Events, to ſave her Majeſty, not- 
withſtanding La Lei del Pie por la Reina, i. e. The 


| Royal Foot Law. The one laid hold of the Bridle, 


and the other quickly diſengaged her Majeſty's 
Foot, putting a Finger out of Joint in rendering 
her this Service; which was no ſooner pertorm'd 
than they got home, caus'd their Horſes to be 
ſaddled, and took the Opportunity of the general 
Conſternation to make their Eſcape, in order to 
avoid the Puniſhment they had incurr'd for viola- 
ting 10 auguſt a Cuſtom. 


In the mean time the Queen, ſomewhat reco- 


ver'd from her Fright, deſir'd to ſee her two De- 


liverers. A young Lord, their Friend, told her, 
that, to eſcape the Puniſhment due to ſuch an Ac- 


tion, they had been obliged to make their Eſcape. 
The Queen, a French Woman, knew nothing of the 


Heel Prerogative, and, without her Fall, would 
never have had any Notion of ſuch a Thing. She 


found the Cuſtom of puniſhing thoſe who attempt- 


ed to ſave her Life, very impertinent. She eaſi- 


ly obtain'd their Pardon from the King her Huſ- 
band, made them a handſome Preſent, and took 
them under her Protection. 

The ſame Etiquette that render'd the Queen's 
Heel ſo ſacred, clipt her Revenues very conſide- 
rably. She had formerly five hundred Piſtoles 
monthly, but two hundred were cut off for cer- 


tain Charities, or Bounties; for you muſt know, 


that it aſſumed a Power of regulating the Prin- 
ceſſes good Works. 
Whatever Reſtraint the Queens of Spain lay 


under, ſome of them have found Means to dip a 


little into Gallantry, and got rid of a troubleſome 
ridiculous Confinement. Phzlip IV.'s Wife, if Cre- 


dit may be given to the Hiſtorians of that Reign, 


took 
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took a Fancy to the Count de Monterei; but the 

Queſtion was, how to let him know her Senti- 

ments. The Etiquette had ſettled the Ceremonial 

with regard to the Kings, but it was filent with 
reſpect to the Queens. This Princeſs could think 
of no better Expedient, than to drop a Paper, 
which ſhe held in her Hand, when the Count was 

| giving her an Account of ſome Affair which ſhe 

had committed to his Care: He ſnatch'd it up im- 

 mediately, and, kneeling, preſented it. Tox'll per- 

7 haps think (ſaid the Queen) zhat this Paper is ſome- 

' thing of Importance; you, yourſelf, ſhall be Fudge. 
The Count unfolded it and read theſe Words, E- 

r ſttoy toda la Noche, deſpierta, ſola, triſte, y deſcando; 

R aus Penas ſon Martirios, mis Martirios ſon Guſtos; 
i. e. 1 ſpend the Nights withont ſleeping, alone, dull, 
and forming Deſires ; my Pain is a Martyrdom, but 
ſuch a Martyrdom as I take Delight in. The Duke, 

N not imagining that a Queen of SHain's Heart was 

F g capable of being touch'd by any thing below a 
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» Crown'd Head, affected not to underſtand the 
Meaning of this Paper, and read it with the uſual 
- Coolneſs of a Spaziard. The Queen, who ob- 
. ſerv'd him with a Lover's Eyes, highly provok'd 
at his Coldneſs, ſnatch'd the Paper from him with 
Scorn, ſaying, Get you gone, Sir, and be ſure you 
don't forget, Domine, non ſum dignus * ; Lord, 1 
am not worthy. | | | 
Neither Rank nor Reſtraint can ſecure a Heart 
againſt the Power of Love: All the Jealouſy and 
Precautions of the Spaniardt only haſten the Mo- 
ment in which it becomes a Slave. But what muſt 
ſurpriſe thee, my dear Monceca, is, that, notwith- 
ſtanding this jealous Temper, and the Severity of 
the Etiquette, there was an eſtabliſh'd Cuſtom at 
Court, before Philip V. permitting the Noblemen 
1 Vo L. III. D to 
"I 4 * Memoirs of the Court of Spain, by Mademoiſelle d' Auniy, 
þ Fart II. Pag. 222. 
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to cajole the. Queen's Maids of Honour, which 
the Spanzards call Galautear, not excluding the 
married Men, who were allowed to come under 
their Windows, and converſe with them by. their 
Fingers ; a Language invented by Love to make a- 
mends for the Conſtraint People lie under in Coun- 
tries where they are not at Liberty to explain them- 
ſelves but by Glances and Signs. © | 
 Reconcile, it thou can't, the ridiculous Cuſtom 
of the Galantear: with the chaſte Ceremonial of the 
Etiquette. Though the Spaniſh Nobility, ſince Phi- 
lip 5 Acceſſion, have thrown. off the ridiculous 
Impertinences which they conſecrated with the 
Name of the Court Ceremonial, yet they would 
rctume them with the fame Facility as they dropt 
them, were it not for the great Number of Fo- 
reigners, French, Italians, Flemings, c. with 
which this Court ſwarms; and though it ſeems 
now to reſemble that of Frauce more than any 


other, yet the Leaven of the SHauiſh Gravity ſtil! 


{ticks to it. 2 : CD 
; *Tis almoſt impoſlible for a Native of this Coun- 
try to differ in Manners from his Anceſtors ; and 
this will be evident, when we conſider the Hatred 
which the Spaniards bear to all Nations. There 
was a Time when their Antipathy to the French 
was inexpreſſible, but now they ſay *tis much di- 
miniſhed : For my part, I think there can be no 
Nations of ſo different a Genius as the Spaniards 
and french. Charles II. cauſed the Necks of two 
of the Queen's Parrots to be wrung off, becauſe 
they ſpoke nothing but French. When he went 
into her Apartment, and found two little Dogs 
that ſhe was very fond of, Out, out, ye French 
Dogs, ſaid he; Faera, faera, Perros Frances. 

I admire, my dear Monceca, the ſecret Springs of 
Providence. Who would have told that King, ſo 


much an Enemy to the French, that his Kingdom 


would 


n N 
eaters ag 


#2 & df rt anc. ec ct. As 


A 8. 


JEWTSH LETTERS. 21 
would devolve ſhortly to a Prince of that Nation ? 
Heaven ſometimes ſports with the IIl-will of weak 
Mortals; it ſees their Schemes, and laughs at their 
Projects. Princes are but mere ſimple Men with 
the Supreme Being. He looks upon them in the 
Rank of his other Creatures, and their Credit is 
oiten leſs than that of ſome Sages who have made 
Virtue the Rule of their Deſires and Actions. 

Confider, my Friend, the Bounds which the Al- 
mighty has ſet to the Ambition of Princes, who 
were for turning the World upſide down. When 


he had not decreed it ſo, the ſtopp'd them in the 


Midſt of their Career, and, in the Twinkling of 
an Eye, deſtroyed and overturned alt their pro- 
poſed Grandeur. An unhappy Inſtance of this we 
may ſee in the Fate of Charles XII. of Sweden, the 
modern Alexander, ready to 'cruſh the Muſcovite; 
but Providence turn'd the Scale, his Glory vaniſh- 
ed like a Shadow in an Inſtant, and paſſed like 


a Dream. This King, the Conqueror of a Crowd 


of Enemies, and who made Preſents of Crowns, 
became a Wanderer and a Fugitive, obliged to ſeek 
for Refuge among Barbarians; nothing remain'd 
of his paſt Grandeur, but the melancholy Remem- 
brance of it. 

Lewis XIV. was more than once upon the Point 
of accompliſhing his ambitious Views, and of de- 
{troying that Balance of Power which had coſt 1o 
much Pains to ſettle among the Princes of Europe; 
and, had he dy'd immediately after the Treaty of 
Ni meguen, the World would have been apt to 


conclude, that he muſt have effected his Deſigns: 


But he ſurvived that glorious Peace; and the ſame 
Hand, that had almoſt render'd him Maſter of Eu- 
rope, brought him to the very Brink of Ruin. When 
his Enemies were ſo intoxicated with their good 
Fortune, as to aſcribe to themſelves what was ow- 
ing to a ſuperior Cauſe, Providence gave the Scale 

| ER - + a Turn 
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a Turn at Dezazn, and put I hings almoſt upon their 
firſt Footing: So that, after a ten Years War, 
both Parties found themſelves where they began. . 
It diverts me to lee certain Politicians foretel- 
ling, twenty or thirty Years betore-hand, the Riſe 
or Fall of a Nation. By their poſitive way of 
Speaking, one would be apt to imagine, that the Su- 
preme Being had imparted the Secrets of Heaven 
to them, and allowed them to open the Book in 
which is enter'd the Fate of States and Empires ; 
whereas common Experience teaches us, that the 
Death of one Prince, the Marriage of another, a 
Confeſſor, a Miſtreſs, in ſhort, a Triffle, a no- 
thing, defeats all the vain Conjectures and falſe 
Reaſonings of theſe pretended Politicians. 
All Europe was of Opinion, for a certain Time, 
that the Houſe of Bourbon could not avoid ſuc- 
cumbing to that of Auſtria; and who could have 
zudg'd otherwiſe in the Reign of Charles V. almoſt 
Matter of all Europe? But if this Prince was to 
Teturn again to the Land of the Living, how would 
he be ſurpriſed? M hat's become, would he ſay, of 
my Kingdom of Spain? The Anſwer would be, 
A Prince of the Bourbon Family poſſeſſes it. And 
Franche Comte, my Favourite Province, what's be- 
come of it? Why truly the French have got hold of 
it, as well as of Allace, and a Part of Hainault and 
Flanders. And the Kingdoms of Naples and Sici- 
ly, what happy Man gives them Laus? Another 
Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon, would the An- 
{wer be. Aud beſides theſe Loſſes which your De- 
ſcendauts have. ſuſtain'd, Holland, and fix other Pro- 
winces, converted themſelves into Commonwealths a 
little after your Death. This being the Caſe, would 
Charles V. lay, ny Deſcendants ſure muſt be all cut 
off. Far from it, twould be reply'd, zhey ſubſiſt 
ftill, and male as good a Figure now in Europe as 
ever they did, How is that poſſible? wou'd he cry 
7 | Out, 
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out. Why thus; ——— Your Succeſſors are Ma- 


fters of Tuſcany, of the Dutchies of Parma, Pla- 


centia and Milan; ſo that you ſee what they poſ- 


ſeſs in Italy, is, at leaſt, wg to what you had there. 


In lieu of Spain, which you had, in ſome meaſure, 


di ſmember'd from the hey 251. of your Family, 


by dividing your Inheritance, they have all „ gokde 
Tranſylvania, and a Part of Wallachia. Thoſe Ring- 
doms which border upon one another, and join to Au- 


ſtria, form, including Bohemia, Sileſia and Mora- 
via, one of the et 


magnificent Monarchies iu the 
World, and, put together, are not at all inferior to 
the diſpers'd States which yon poſſeſs'd. | 
I am convinced, my dear Monceca, that, were 
Charles V. to hear all this, he would be fully per- 
ſuaded tis with Empires as with Money; and that 
the Supreme Being has 9 that they ſhould have 


a Sort of Circulation, pafling into different Fami- 


lies, and often into thoſe which, to Appearance, 
had the leaſt Pretenſions to 1 21 6 

et you and me, my Friend, not pretend to de- 
termine of future Events; and be firmly per- 
ſuaded, that the ws of Providence are pal in 
ing out. | 


Madrid, * , 4540 
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LETTER CVIL 


AARON MoNCECA to Isaac Onis. 


HERE's a'greater Variety of Languages 
| ſpoke at Amſterdam, than of different Re- 
ligions, though the Number of oppoſite 

Sects be very great in this City. This Diverſi- 
ty of 1dioms puts me often in mind of that mad 
Undertaking of the Tower of Babel. * 
If we ſhould admit of the Opinion generally 
received, and founded upon the Scriptures, the He- 
brew, or the Language of our ancient Patriarchs, 


was univerfat before the Children of Noab felt up- 


on the mad Attempt of erecting that Tower. Vet 
this Opinion, how probable ſoever, is not univer- 
ally received. Several Authors pretend, that what 
"Mofes ſays of the Confufion of Tongues, is to be 
no otherwiſe underſtood than of the Miſunder- 
ſtanding amongſt Men, ſo raſh as to think of rear- 
ing up an Edifice contrary to the Will of God. 
Theſe Authors fupport their Opinion from the 
PraQice of the Orientals, who, after the Diſper- 


| fron of Nations, made uſe of different Dialects ra- 


ther than Languages ; adding, that, without a mi- 
raculous Confuſion of T'ongyues, the Diſperſion of 
the People, the Eſtabliſhment of Empires and Re- 


ublicks, the Diverſity of Laws and Cuſtoms, the 
| E of Nations already ſeparated, might 


occaſion an Alteration in the Language *. 
Kae i The 


- * See Father Lamô s Rhetogick, or the Art of Speaking, 
L:b.1, Cap. XV. Page 76. 
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The Manner in which the moſt of Languages 
have been form'd, by being derived from one ano- 
ther, is an Argument that makes for this Opinion. 
The Greeks, who, in all Appearance, were a Co- 
lony of Egyptians and Phæniciaus, inſenſibly al- 
ter'd the Language of their Anceſtors; and the 
Greek Tongue was form'd, by Degrees, upon the 
Ruins of the Egyptian, which the Greeks totally 
forgot. All the different Idioms of the Perſiaus, 


Seythiaus, and Eaſtern Nations, reſemble one ano- 


ther, and ſeem to flow from the, Hebrew as their 
common Source. We daily ſee new Languages 
ſtarting up, and others loſt, or, at leaſt, declin- 
ing; and it may very well be, that the firſt Diffe- 


.rence that crept into a Language, happen'd in the 


ſame Way as we obſerve dailijj. 
In the French, we have an authentick Proof of 


8 the Manner how the Languages grow and decay 
inſenſibly. There's no Doubt but that the Freuch 
now ſpoke comes from that which was the Lan- 


guage five hundred Vears ago; but if the People 
of thoſe Days were to appear again upon the Stage, 
they would as little underſtand, a Pariſian of St 


Dennis's Street as he would the. 
. But*tis not in the Frezch Language alone that 
this total Change has happen' d; many others have 


had the ſame' Fate. Quintilian affirms, that the 
Language of his Time was ſo different from that 
which the primitive Romanus ſpoke, that the Prieſts 
underſtood little or. nothing of the Hymns which 
the firſt Prieſts ſang to their Deities, s. 


Is - 


Far from proving demonſtrably, that all, or, at 


leaſt, the principal Languages were form'd at the 
Time of the Confuſion of Babel, we are very un- 
certain what Language was fpoke at that Time. 
A good many People differ from the common O- 
pinion, which gives the Preference to the Hebrew. 
WEED Whole 

* Quint, Inſtit. Orat, Pag. 11. ths 
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Whole Nations claim the Preheminence ; the E- 
gyprians, the Erhiopians, the Chineſe, and even the 
Greeks, who were ignorant of their Origin; be- 
lieved their Language to be as ancient as any other. 
A Greek Author * affirms, very confidently, that 
Man, ſpringing out of the Earth as Herbs in a 
Field, and Frogs in a Pond, and by conſequence 
born in different Parts of the World, form'd them- 
ſelves into differerit Societies, who invented each 
their Own Language That it muſt be Folly with 
a Witneſs, to pre end that Men ſprout forth in 
one Night, as Muſhrooms in a Garden, I readily 
grant; but the Uncertainty which the Greeks were 
under about the Origin of Mankind, and the Dif- 
ference of Language, made them fie in to ſo ex- 
travagant an Opinion 1. 

An Author FY whoſe Works were printed at Ve- 
wice many Years ago, ſeem'd to favour the Opi- 
nion of the ancient Cree. Tis true, he did not 
make Men ſpring out of the Earth, becauſe ſuch 
a Syſtem would not have been very well reliſh'd 
at that Time of Day; but he maintain'd that Adair 
ſpoke Greek > And a learn'd French Rhetorician, 
who has handled that Matter the beſt of any Au- 
thor I know, Tpeaks' in the following Manner: 
The Prodfs which E rieus brings (ſays he) are, that 
at ſboh as the firſt Man open d bis Eyes, he admir d 
the Beauty of God's Works, aud 1 7 out, O! Con- 
ſequently * bit upon the Greek S, and afterwards 
the 5, when, up upon Eye” 2 bein 1 Ates out of the Man 
Side, he cry d bim, d, &. further ſays, That A- 
ae 7. Firſi-born, erying at Þrs Birth, Prononnced di- 


ſeine ly 7 

* Dae of. Cicily. 4.4 
< _ The politeft — were «of aw Opinion, and really 5 
lieved, that they were all born in the Country where they dwelt, 
and had been produced out of the Earth like Inſects; for which 
Reaſon they aſſumed the vain Title of Indigene. See Fathet La- 
mi's Art of Speaking, Lib, I, Cap. XV. _ 77. 

John Peter E ricus. 
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ſtinctiy, T ; aud the ſecond, who ſqueak'd, M772. 
By ſuch Arguments he pretends to prove, that the 
Greek Language is as natural as a certain Singing 
is to a particular Species of Birds &. 
s it poſſible, my dear Iſaac, that Men of Learn- 
ing, or thoſe who profeſs to ſtudy, can publiſh 
ſuch Extravagancies? I might prove, by this Au- 
thor's own way of Reaſoning, had I a mind to 
it, that the Language of the Laplauders, or that of 
the Caribbees, is the moſt ancient. I might eaſi ly 
find, in Adam's firſt Actions, enough to make me 
imagine that the firſt Sounds which he articulated 
were very odd: But I would gladly know of this 
Author, who had reveal'd to him that Adam, upon 
his firſt opening his Eyes and viewing the wonder- 
tul Works of Creation, cry'd not rather A than O. 
This firſt Vowel denotes a greater Aſtoniſhment 
than the other, is form'd by opening the Mouth, 
and commonly falls from us when we're ſtruck 
with Admiration, whereas O is a Sound not ſo 
proper to expreſs our Surpriſe *. Such filly Stuff 
makes me laugh, and methinks I'm .reading Mo- 
liere's Play, where: Mr Foxrdain, upon getting his 
firſt Grammar Leſſon, cries out, Aw! the Mon- 
der of Wonders f! | 
- How ridiculous ſoever this Notion, of Adam's 
crying Q! upon his ſeeing the Wonders of the 
Creation, may be, yet it comes far ſhort of that 
which founds the I, or Iota of the Greeks, upon 
the ſqueaking Voice of his ſecond Child. The 
printing and publiſhing ſuch filly Stuff with ſuch 
an Air of Aſſurance, is ſeconding the Imperti- 
nence of thoſe Authors who firſt broach'd them 
to impoſe upon the Credulous, and are ſcarce ſuf- 
ferable, except in fuch a Book as Rabelais. Wau'd 
NE | it 
$ Father Lam's Art of Speaking, Lib. I. Cap. XV. | 
Aaron Monceca muſt mean the French a, which ſounds like aw, 
Bourgeois Gentilhomme, a Comedy of Moliere. 
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1 not be better fairly to own our Ignorance of a 
1 hing, than to endeavour to perſuade People that 
we know it, when we can give no ſatisfactory 
VVV 46-15 T 

I believe, my dear Iſaac, that every rational Man 
muſt honeſtly confeſs, that he is very unc ertain 
what Language Adam ſpoke; and that, nevertheleſs, 
it may be probably conjectured to have been the 
Hebrew rather than any other. After all, of what 


Advantage wou'd it be, were it evident that the 


Confuſion of Babel only affected the Underſtand- 
ings of Men then exiſting; and that what is ſaid of 
the Origin of Languages, muſt be underſtood in 
this Senſe? 'Tis enough, for our Information, to 
know that, before the Diſperſion of the Nations, 
there was but one Language, and that all other 
were form'd afterwards. For as to the Opinion of 
Diodorus of Sicily, and ſome Atheiſtical Philoſo- 
phers of our Days, who pretend that Men ſprung 
from the Earth, and form'd divers Languages the 
very Moment they began to exiſt, according as 
they ranged theinſelves into different Societies, 'tis 
an abſurd Error that flows from their abominable 
Principles; for 'tis more than probable, that it 
Men had not underſtood one another the Mo- 
ment they were created, inſtead of forming them- 
{elves into Societies, they would have got to the 
Woods, and wander'd like other Animals, with- 
out endeavouring, by common Conſent, to attach 
certain Ideas to certain Sounds. | 
Whatever Atheiſts may pretend, Recourſe mu 
be had to the Divine Being for the Origin of the 
firſt Language taught to Adam, or, at leaſt, infu- 
ſed into him, with the other Gifts that he beſtow- 
ed; but I would not, by this, aſſert that our firſt 
Parent received univerſal 3 from God: 
I'm rather of Opinion, that the Supreme Being 
2 | gave 
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gave him only ſuch Knowledge as was neceſſary 
for his regular Conduct. F e HE | | 
If the Supreme Being was not the Source from 
whence flow'd the firſt Language that Men ſpoke, 
how could they, ſpringing up like Flowers in a 


Meadow or Garden, communicate their Ideas, aſ- 


ſemble and agree together about ſuch and ſuch 
Things neceſſary to the forming of a Language, of 
which none of them had the leaſt Idea? Is it not 
more likely, that they would! rather have endea- 
voured to ſatisfy their irregular Appetites, than to 
form that ſurpriſing Academy which the Atheiſts 
compoſe of Men who knew no Sound that could 
ſerve to communicate their Ideas? God (ſays one 
of the moſt eminent and moſt rational of the Phi- 
!oſophers *), having: made Man' a ſociable Creature, 
not only inſpired. him with a Deſire, aud made it ne- 
ceſſary for him, to [rue with thoſe of bis own Species, 


but, for this Purpoſe, gave him the Faculty of Speech 


to ſerve as the chief Inſtrument, and the common 


Band of that Society. Wherefore it is that Man's 
Organs are naturally framed in a Manner proper to 


form articulate Sounds, which we call Words. But 


this was not ſufficient to form Language; for Par- 
rots, and ſeveral other Birds, may be train'd u 


0 form articulate and pretty diſtiuct Sounds, and 
yet thoſe Animals are no ways capable f Lan- 


guage. It was therefore neceſſary, that, beſides arti- 


culate Sounds, Man. fſnould be capable of uſing thoſe 
© Sounds as Signs of internal Conceptions, aud to eſta- 
| bliſh them as ſo many Tokens of the Ideas which we 


have in the Mind, to the end that they might, by | 


uch Means, be communicated. to others; and thus 


: Men might communicate their Thoughts to one ano- 


nher. 


This 


A Lacks Philoſophical Eſſay on human Underſtanding, 
Lib. III. Chap. I. Fag. 222. | 2 
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This is, my dear Iſaac, what we are to ſtick to. 
Reaſon and the Light of Nature convince us of 
the Juſtneſs of this Reaſoning ; and nothing, 1 be- 
lieve, urged to the contrary, can poſſibly ſhake it. 
Nevertheleſs, as there is no Opinion, how evident 
ſoever it may appear to be, that may not admit of 


Difficulties, which may eſcape thoſe who are ſo 


far prepoſſeſs'd in its Favour that they don't diſ- 
cern them, I ſhall be obliged to thee to give me 


thy Opinion. I ſhall think mine the better found- 


ed, when I know that it has thy Approbation; and 
if thou think'ſt that 1 judge wrong, I ſhall endea- 
vour to throw off Prejudice, and liſten to thy Rea- 
ſons, being ſatisfied that none knows better how 
to perſuade, a Gitt only beftow'd upon few Per- 
ſons. A great many People have the Art of pinch- 
ing their Adverſaries, without affecting their Minds. 
A Regent of a College, with the Arms of Syllo— 
giſm and Enthymem, puſhes hard upon his Ene- 
my, and claims the Privilege of abufing Words to 
perplex Reaſon, and, from Argument to Argu- 
ment, ſtil! keeping up to the Rules, he finally 
comes to eſtabliſh the greateſt Abſurdities without 
being, however, able to convince thoſe with whom 
he. diſputes. The Mind cannot away with Argu- 
ments which it is ſenſible are falſe, though it can- 
not explain the Fallacy. This Method of Argu- 
mentation, ſo much in Eſteem with the Nazarene 
Doctors, is much more proper to corrupt the Un- 
derſtanding than to improve it; and indeed we fee 
a great many Perſons who, without Study, reaſon 
in a more clear and diſtinct Manner than the Pro- 
feſſors of Philoſophy. 


Tis not to the Ignorance of Logick that we are 


to aſcribe the Defects that we obſerve in moſt Mens 
way of Reaſoning, but rather to the Deficiency of 
Ideas, to their Falfity and Obſcurity, to the bad 
Principles which they have imbid'd, and to the Pre- 

judices 
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judices with which they are tainted. The more 
or leſs they're touch'd with theſe Failings, in pro- 
portion are their Reaſonings good or bad. 

Farewel, my dear Friend, be happy and cantent, 
and let me hear from thee. 


„ ** 
Amſterdam, ; 


FEET TER CIT. 


Jacos Brito ro AARON MONCECA, 


a monſtrous Scene of Horrors, and to draw 
the Picture of that barbarous 1zqz:/ition, nou- 
riſh'd with the Blood of our Brethren, and ſeveral 
unhappy Nazarenes, who have had the Misfortune 
to incur the Diſpleaſure of ſome Monks. Don't 
imagine that Spite or Envy guides my Pencil, or 
that I ſhall dip it in blacker Colours than the Picce 
requires, but only trace out what J have learned 
from ſeveral french, Germans and Hagliſh, who 
have been melancholy Spectators of the bloody 
Executions order'd by this Monk iſh Senate, di- 
rectcd by the Furies, conducted by Avarice, and 
lupported by Superſtition. | 
When an Auto de Fe, i.e, a Decree or Sentence 
in Matters of Faith, is pronounced by the Inquiſi- 
ton, a large Scaffold is erected in the great Square. 
People of all Ranks flock to ſee this terrible Spec- 
tacic as to a lolemn Feaſt, and even the King, 
(Queen, Ladies, Embaſſadors, and, in ſhort, all 
"FT @ 4-3. 5 the 
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the Court are preſent; ſo that the Balconies and 
Windows are hired to good Purpoſe on thoſe Oc- 
cCaſions. e 

The Inquiſitor's Chair is a fort of Tribunal rai- 
ſed higher than the King's. Oppoſite to this Throne 
an Altar is erected, upon which the Nazarenes 
"offer, to the Deity, the Blood of thoſe Victims 
whom they are going to ſacrifice. After a few 
Ceremonies and Prayers, the Grand Inquiſitor de- 
ſcends from his Amphitheatre in his Poxtificalibus, 
and, after bowing to the Altar erected to Avarice 
and Cruelty, mounts the King's Throne, follow- 
ed by ſome of the Officers of the Ieguiſition; and 
the Prince ſtanding up, with the Conſtable of Ca- 
Nile at his Side, who holds the Royal Sword e- 
rect, ſwears to obſerve the Oath then read by 2 
Member of the Royal Council ; an Oath by which 
he is obliged to authorize all the Actions of the 
Inquiſition. 

This done, the Wretches condemn'd to be tor— 
tur'd are brought to the Place of Execution, and 
carry'd in Proceſſion round the Square. I hoſe 
who are not ſentenced to die, but condemn'd to 
cruel Priſons, wear a Sanbenito, which is a large 
Scapulary of yellow Cloth with a St Audrew's 
Oroſs painted red. The unhappy Creatures who 
are to be burnt, have long grey colour'd Robes 
full of painted Flames; and they who refuſe to 
turn Nazarezes wear the Effigies and Pictures of 
Devils, beſides a ſort of Scapulary upon which is 
written Fuego rebuelto, i. e. Conſuming Fire. 

The Grandees of Spain, and the principal No- 
bility, perſonate the Sheriff's Men at theſe fright- 
tul Ceremonies, for they conduct the pretended 
e_riminals, who are to be burnt, to the Stake 
hound with ftrong Ropes. Thus Superſtition and 
Bigotry make of the haughty Don Diego's, Don 

Sancho“, 
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' Sancho's, and Don Pedro's, not only Slaves to the 


Monks, but Aid de Camps to the Hangmen. | 
To augment the Milery of theſe untortunate 
Martyrs doom'd to the Rage of Flames, a Parcel 
of ignorant cruel Friars plague them with ſtupid 
Arguments and injurious Language. At length 
they are thrown headlong into the Fire prepared 
for them; and 'tis upon ſuch Occaſions, my dear 
Monceca, that the Conſtancy of our Nation tri- 
umphs. Several of the faithful Deſcendants of the 
ancient Iſraelites throw themſelves into the Flames, 
others burn their Feet and Hands betore they leap 
into the burning Pile, and, preſerving all the Cool- 
neſs of that illuſtrious Roman, Mntins Scevola, while 
his Hand was conſuming in the Flame, ſing Praiſes 

to the God of Iſrael in the Midſt of Tortures. 
The barbarous Spaniards are not in the leaſt moved 
at theſe diſmal Scenes of Horror ; neither Age, nor 
Sex, nothing can touch ſuch Hearts of Rock.. A 
Nazarene Author, whom they have no Reaſon to 
ſuſpect, ſpeaks thus: Among the Jews that were 
burnt, there was a young Girl extremely beautiful, 
ſcarce ſeventeen Years of Age, who happening to be 
on the Side where the Caves was, addreſs d ber Ma- 
Jeſty for a Pardon. Great Queen (ſaid ſhe) will 
not your Royal Preſence make ſome Alteration in 
my Mi fortune Conſider my Youth, and that 
i what 1 am to ſuffer for, is a Keligion which I 
* juck'd in with my Mother's Milk. The Queen 
„ turn'd away her Eyes, and ſeem'd to be under 
great Concern, yet durſt not mention the ſaving 
1153 Es 
What Enchantment, my dear Moxceca, mult it 
be that has blinded Men fo as to render them guil- 
ty of ſuch Cruelties? Can a Nation be ſo aban- 
don'd to its Prejudices, as not to make uſe of Rea- 
{on, and not to Wali Executions ſo contrary to 
2 the 


Memoirs of the Court of Spain, by M. d' Aunoy, Part II. P. 66. 
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the Law of Nature? The Nazareze Monks muſt 
be very pernicious Magicians thus to confound 
the human Underſtanding, and to colour the black- 
_ eſt Crimes with the Title of Virtues. Pray think 
what an unlimited Power they muſt have in Hain, 
fince a Queen dares not ſo much as ask the Par- 
don of a young Girl, guilty of no other Crime 
but becauſe ſhe believed the Religion that ſhe had 
been taught from her Infancy. The Authority of 
the Throne muſt ply to the Monaſtick Power ; a 
Monſter, hatch'd by Superſtition, that makes even 
Crown'd Heads tremble. 1 4 090 

But what is moſt monſtrous in theſe bloody 
Tragedies is, the Roman Pontift's granting Indul- 
gencies of an hundred Years to thoſe who con- 
duct and throw thoſe unhappy Creatures into the 
Flames, and fifty Years to thoſe who are only 
Spectators. O Heavens! what Horror, what A- 
bomination, is this! What! ſhall the moſt crying 
and deteſtable Crimes be the ſureſt Means of lead- 
ing us to Heaven! Avarice, Cruelty, Fury and 
Rage, are the Badges of Spaniſo Nazareniſm; and 
the Nazarenes, who, in France and Germany, glory 
in their Abhorrence of Blood, have, in the Iagqui- 
fition Countries, Brethren that conſecrate Murder 
under the Cloke of Religion, and make their 
(Cruelties an eſſential Article of Faith! 

The next Day after thoſe unhappy Creatures are 
burnt, is a grand Feſtival. Ihe Monks go in 
Proceſſion to the principal Church; and before 
them are carried, as Trophies of Victory, the Pic- 
zures of the Condemn'd, on which are theſe Words, 
Morreo quemado por Hereje relapſo. i. e. I die for 
relapſing into Hereſy. Under thoſe who perſiſt in 
declaring their Innocence is written, Por Hereje 
convicto negativo, i. e. for denying their Hereſy after 
Conviction; and under thoſe who have _— to 

their 
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their Religion, Por Hereje contumas, i.e. for obſti- 
nate Heep. | 

All this Triumph does not fully ſatisfy the Fury 
of the Monks; it extends to the Mares of thole 
who have been dead many Years. They carry 


about in certain Boxes, call'd Carocha's, the Bones 


of People dug out of the Ground, and brought to 
a Trial after Death, Thus a Man's being dead and 
buried is no Security againſt the Hatred of the 

Monks, for they perſecute their Enemies beyond 
the Grave. But *tis not in Spain alone where ſuch 


|  Sacrileges have been perpetrated; in ſeveral other 


Countries the like Exceſſes have been committed, 
and Tombs violated, upon Pretence of Religion. 

Without ocular Demonſtration one would ſcarce 
believe what an immenſe Power the Monks have 
acquired in the Countries where the Iaquiſition is 
ſettled. Reaſon is ſhock'd when we are told, 
that there have been Men ſo fooliſh and weak as 
to ſubmit to the deſpotick Power of the Monks, 
to ſtrip themſelves of their natural and civil Rights, 


and to deprive the ordinary Tribunals of their le- 


gal Juriſdiction, in favour of new ones compos'd 
of the Scum of the Earth. | | 

TD The Foundation of the Power which the Monks 
have acquir'd, was owing to the moſt refin'd Po- 
hticks. A pretended Zeal to deſtroy our Nation, 
and certain Nazarezes whom they treated as He- 
reticks, ſerved as a Pretence. At firſt, the Iaqui- 


© ſition was to be exerciſed only in one ſingle Caſe: 


But the ſilly People were blind enough not to ſee 


So: 
8 
"oF 


that this ſingle Caſe included many others; for 


what Actions, good or bad, are not brought within 


the Sphere of Religion? Judaiſin, Hereſy, the Ob- 


ſervance of all the Natarene Precepts, Swearing, 


Crimes againſt divine Worſhip, Bigamy, Sodomy, rob- 
bing of Churches, 7455 3. Þ 55 f 


riefts and Monks, 


E 2 CSCorcery, 


— 
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Sorcery, and, in ſhort, ſo many other Things that 
are link'd with the Nazarene Faith. 

The People, awak'd at length out of their Le- 
thargy, ſaw, but too late, the exorbitant Power 
which they had given to the Monks, and yet they 
had neither the Courage nor Reſolution to take it 
from them : They kept the Ghains which they had 
put about their own Necks, and became the chief 
Inſtruments of the Tyranny under which they 
groan'd. In fine, the Sovereign Pontiffs, with 
the Aſſiſtance of Bulls, and thoſe very Monks 
whoſe Authority they intended to ſupport in order 
to eſtabliſh their own, brought the People at laſt 
to a Belief, that to give the Clergy an unlimited 
Power was a Thing neceſſary to Religion; ſo that 
the ſuperſtitious Sani ard, the ignorant Portugueſe, 
and the fanatick Tralians, not only conſecrated the 
villainous Tribunal of the Iaguiſition in their own 
Countries, but made Attempts to have it eſtabliſh- 
ed among their Neighbours, but they were too well 
acquainted with this infernal Court to ſabmit to 
it. Spain loſt a Part of the Netherlands for endea- 
vouring to eſtabliſhing it there; and France too wiſe 


zhen to ſuffer ſuch an Encroachment upon its Pri- 


vileges, vigorouſly oppoſed all the Attempts of 

the Sovereign Pontiffs. | 
The Tribunal of the Holy Office (as they term it) 
is ſo abhorr'd by ſeveral Nazareze Nations, that 
its very Name makes them tremble. A Few, 
whoſe Father has been burnt, and who, by Flight, 
has, himſelf, eſcaped the like Fate, is not more 
fhock'd at the terrible Name of the Ixguiſition, 
than a Counſellor of the Parliament of Paris is, 
when he hears the terrible Word but pronounced; 
aud there's not a petty Judge of the leaſt Country 
Village who would not chuſe to fuffer the worft 
of Misfortunes, rather than to be ſubjected to any 
Juriſdiction except that of ſecular Judges, or to 
| own 
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own any other Maſter but his King, or other Exe- 
cutioners of his Will but the Parliaments. 
Whatever Credit the Monks had for a long 


Time in Fraxce, and particularly during the League 


when they were ſupported by Spain, yet they ne- 
ver durſt openly attempt to ſet up the Inguiſition 
in that Kingdom; though they ſecretly endeavour- 
ed it: They met with ſuch Oppoſition, that they 
plainly ſaw the Attempt muſt be attended with 
the entire Ruin of their Credit, inſtead of augment- 


ing it. 

And indeed, all the different States of the King- 
dom are concern'd to prevent the Eſtabliſhment 
of this unjuſt Tribunal. The King, who is abſo- 
lute in his Kingdom, would have a Rival in the 
Grand Inquiſitor. The twelve Parliaments would 
dwindle to little Seneſchal Juriſdictions. The 
Forces would be more under the Command of 
the Monks than of their General Officers. Bi- 
ſhops would have Competitors in ſimple Prieſts 
for Ecclefiaſtical Juriſdiction, and the _ as 
wellas the common People, would become Slaves 


and Ambition. The French Nobility, who have 


: been uſed to deſpiſe the Monkith Race, and to look 
upon them in general as the Excrement of Man- 


kind, ſhould then think themſelves very happy to 


de admitted into the Number of the Familiares del 


ſancto Officio, i. e. the Familiars of the holy Office. 
And, in ſhort, the Dukes and Peers would be in- 
titled to an hundred Years Indulgence by conduct- 
ing the poor unhappy Wretches to the Stake, and 
have the Glory of being the Valets of the Execu- 

tioners. | 
There's no Fear now, my dear Monceca, that 
the Inquiſition can ever get Footing into any States 
where it is not already eſtabliſhed. Its Horrors 
are too well known, and I am certain that there's 
| not 
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not an European, who has the leaſt Grain oi Sent. 
but would rather turn Mu ulman than be tubject 
to a cruel Dominican Friar, or ſuch ather impla- 
cable Perſecutor. 

Farewel, my Friend; and may it never de thy 
Fate to live in Countries where. Wiſdom and [u- 
Rice are not as well eſtablithed as. chat in wnich 
thou now art. 


Madrid, moons, 
CATTECEINTALTSTALEELLCELELET: 
TETFFTFEFREVIE PETR PDE EETLETY 


AA JON MowcEeca = iSaac Osrs. 


I mention's the wait Number of Printers and 

Bookfeilers at Amſter dum. In proportion there 
are as many in the other Towns. Thowlr, ns 
doubt, conclude. that there mwit be in this Coun- 
try great Plenty of Authors ta fupply fo many 
Prefles, and to farnith the Bookteilers with, new 
Books, which they daily advertiſe. Such a Con- 
jecture is very juſt; for Writers are 2lmott 15 nu- 
merous here 25 the Statnes were in ancient Tams. 
which exceeded the Number of Inhabirants in or- 


dinary Towns *: 


* Hu faruras primum Tu m lai muen;ſe retrumrmr, mas im- 
exe naſteritas nend 147mm gunuν,ẽñ ru decir Tem: zatrru gracrratut. 
'Caffdor. Var. Lib. VII. Ch. £V. 5. «. The Tuſanr arg reyocy- 
ed to have been che firſt Invenrers of thoſe Stores which hes: 
Pofterny' were fand of, mar me Number Wien was capa 
was mot equal to char of ue uli d were dern. 


i= Letter which I wrote thee nor long ince. 
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Were we to atſemite all the ſtupid Scribblers 
which fwarm in Holland, a Colony might be formed 
void of good Senſe and judgment. 

Thow'lt be at a Loſs to account for this Multi 
zude of Authors, and why the Fury of Writing 
ages more in this Country than any other. Seve- 
ral concurring Circumſtances contribute to main 
ain and augment the Number of thofe Paper- 
2awbers. Some are turn-coat Monks, who, ha- 
ring abandon d their Convents, and being reduced 
0 Poverty, fancy that tis as eaſy to make a Book 
18 2 dull Sermon. Others, hearing daily of new 
Books printed, turn Authors by Infection. The 
itch of Seribbling, in this Country, is a Diſtem- 
der as infectious as that of Fanaticiſm. Bad Wri- 
ters may be compared to the Convair, of 
Parir, à Spirit of Entnaſiaſin poſſeſſes both alike, 
wittout being able to give any rational Account 


dt the Caufe. The Boo ſeilers are very cafy whe- 
mer 2 Book be good or bad, if it is but gew, they 
Leidom fail to get the Imprefion diſpoſed of, by 
= means of fome important Fitle under which it ap- 
: fears inthe News-papers. They are concern'd in 


fome one or other of the many F:arnals that are 


2 publith'd, im which à pompous Character is ſurely 
= given to the moſt} wretched Performance: And 
= cfits is 2 | nog which the Publick cannot find Fault 
wich, becauſe they know, long fince, that the De- 
= fign of theſe Fru is no other than to depreci- 
= ace what ts publiſhed by certain Bookſellers and 
= cxrol rhe Copies of others. 


Wien 2 Book happens to be fo bad that only a 
Part of the Edition can be fold, tis advertis'd a 


= ſecond Time, about 2 Year after, under another 
Title, wink the Addition of fome Preface as bad 
as the Work irfelf, and, by the Help of this Trick, 


tic remaining Copres are told of. In ſhorr, there 


e 2 moulane Ways, A Holand, by which the 


Books 
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Bookſellers get rid of ſtupid Books:; Thoſe which 
won't ſell in the Shops, by Retail, are ſold, by 
the Lump, to Butter Women, Grocers, and Snuff 
Shops. In all which Places there are Plenty of 
Works that have been publiſh'd within theſe ten 
or twelye Years; ſo that if we except fix or ſe- 
ven Authors, for the moſt part Natives of Holland, 
there are few Writers but may there pick up a 
large Collection of their own Performances. 

It would be altogether needleſs to enlarge upon 
thoſe Abortives in the Repab/ick of Letters, their 
Names, being fully as contemptible as their Works. 
I ſhall rather endeavour: to give thee an [dea of 
ſome Authors who deſerve to be mention'd : Boer- 
baade, 's Graveſande and Vitrarius are great Men. 
Muſembroek has made a tine Collection of Phy ſi- 
cal Experiments; and thou knoweſt that Barbey- 
rac is 2 good Tranſlator. There are alſo, in the 
Academies of theſe Provinces ſome other Ferſons 
diltinguiſh'd for their Learning and Probity, and 
among the Miniſters and Clergy not a few Men 
of Merit. I have often heard Saurin highly com- 
mended for an excellent Preacher. But the Num- 
ber of theſe Authors is ſo ſmall in proportion to 
the others, that there's no Compariſon ; though, 
to do the Dutch Juſtice, it muſt be own'd that the 

reateſt Part of. the bad Writers are Foreigners. 
Several of them pretend to write in French, but, 
when their Books appear in France, People are 
ſtrangely ſurpriſed to find the Gafcoz, or Norman 
Jargon in every Page, and in ſome of them ſuch a 

Mixture of Idioms, that there's no gueſſing what 
Language they write in unleſs it be a ſort of Frez- 


\ 1 


chified Greek. | 


- 


© "Tis much to be. fear'd, my Friend, that this 


Crowd of bad Authors will entirely corrupt the 


Taſte not only of the Inhabitants of this Country, 
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5 j — w=_ of moſt People who apply themſelves to 
ͤ—̃ HELI ITN 7 8 
" SV look upon the Shops of certain Bookſellers, 
en as upon the Laboratories of noted Chymiſts, who 
7. make up Philters to diſturb the human Under- 
„ ſtanding, and to poiſon the Nouriſhment which it 
2 might draw from ood Books. In place of exa- 
mining Books in Frauce before they go to Preſs, 
on to know if the Authors have ſaid any thing to ex- 
ein poſe the Monks, I would have them reviſed in 
i olland, to know if there was nothing againſt good 
„ Senſe, and that they would do the ſame Juſtice to 
„. _ Mankind that they do to a Parcel of Lazy-bones, 
a - whoſe Profeſſion an ancient Superſtition has ren- 
5. _ der'd reſpectable. A Work is not to be printed 
+- 4 at Paris if it treats freely of the Court of Rome, 
che or of Indulgences, or ſhould ſpeak favourably of 
ns Arnaud. But ſhould they not much rather endea- 
nd vour to ſtop the Progreſs of innumerable I reatiſes 
len that ſpoil the Taſte, baniſh good Senſe, and con- 
m. found Reaſon? 5 3-6 
m. Im ſurpris'd that the Dutch, who loſe no Op- 
to bortunity of doing what may contribute to the 
gh Benefit of civil Society, have not made this Re- 
che _ fletion. Perhaps indeed they have; but the Fear 
. of introducing a Cuſtom, which, in the Event, 
wy might ſtrike at that Liberty ſo dear to them, has 
ar, _ prevented their putting a Stop to thoſe Books, not 
wy gooly pernicious to the Republic of Letters, but 
. alſo to all Mankind: For the Dutch are Lovers 
"hi ok the Sciences, have a very great Eſteem for Men 
en- Merit, and receive them courteouſly, of what- 
ever Nation they may be. Bayle, and ſeveral 
tis Frenchmen, have been careſs'd by the chief Mem- 
e #8 wy of the Republick. We obſerve in Holland 
"<4 : hat has been ſeen in few other Countries for 
£54. near 1700 Years. The City of Rotterdam honour'd 


raſmus ſo much, that bis Statue was erected in 
the 
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the publick Square; and it was certainly render- 
ing to the Merit of Learning a juſt Regard, to 
erect ſuch a Monument to an able Writer. This 
Statue ſeems to have changed both its Form and 
Matter, in proportion as the Republick flouriſh'd. 
At firſt it was only of Wood, erected in 1540; after- 
wards of Stone, in 1567; and laſtly of Braſs, in 
1622, which remains to this Day : And ſhould we 
live 40 another Century, perhaps we might ſee one 
of Gold. But, what's ſurpriſing, the neighbouring 
City Delft, not leſs honour'd by the celebrated Gre- 
tius, has erected no Statue to that great Man. 
When I begin to reflect on the Manner how this 
State was form'd, I can't forbear to admire what 
Induſtry, ſupported by the Love of Liberty, is ca- 


pable of doing. A floating, uncultivated Country, 


and which ſcarce produced any thing, in à ſhort 
Time becomes he dani and Centre of all the 
Riches in the Univerſe. 
None but ſuch laborious People as the Datch 
were capable of diſpoſſeſſing the Sea of ſo much 
Ground, and forcing that boiſterous Element to 
recoil, by the Means of Dikes, of which none but 
a Nation ſo powerful as they could ſapport the 


Expence, being obliged, for the Safety of their 


Country, to keep them conſtantly in good Repair. 
The Sea may be very properly called a Nurſe to 
the Dutch, but it may likewiſe bear the Title or 
their greateſt Enemy; for in the Year 1574 i: 
waſhed away one hundred and twelve Houſes ot 
the Village of Scheveling, the Church of which is 


now cloſe by the Sea, whereas formerly it too 


in the Middle of the Place. | 
The continual Repairs, and other Expences, to 
which the Government is liable, occation heavy 
Taxes in Holland. They who are acquainted wit 
the State of publick Affairs, don't in the leaſt mur- 
mut 
Men's Travels into Had. 
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r- mur at them; and few Malecontents (thoſe odius 
to and contemptible Creatures, who ſeek to raiſe their 
Us Fortune upon the Ruins of the State, and always 
ad lore to fiſh in troubled Waters) are to be met 
d. with in this Country. Every Individual, happy in 
Tr the full Enjoyment of Liberty, contributes chear- 
in _ fully to the Exigencies of the State, and looks 
ve upon the Republick as a tender Mother whom he 
ne is obliged to aſſiſt. 
ng The greateſt Fault that I can find in the Dutch, 
"o- _ is an extravagant Fondneſs of their Children, which 

' blinds them to ſuch a Degree, that they neither give 
his them ſufficient Correction nor Education. I' were 
nat to be wiſh'd, that their Complaiſance, in this Re- 
ca- ſpect, was ſomething leſs. The Lacedemonians 
ry, ttain'd up their Youth in a very different Manner: 
ort They made them go through a very rigid Diſci- 
the  pline, and form'd them betimes to all ſort of Ex- 

- erciſes, inſtilling into them fuch high Ideas of Vir- 
ch tue and Conſtancy, that, upon a certain Occaſion, 
ach one who held a Flambeau, ſuffer'd it to burn his 
to Hand rather than that he ſhould interrupt the Ce- 
but remony *. | 
the? Youth is the only proper Seaſon for giving the 
heir _ firſt Impreſſions, and forming the Manners, the 
air. _ Faults whereof, by Habit render'd familiar and 
> to common, are not eaſily corrected by Age and Rea- 
e of _ ſon. *l'is next to an Impoſſibility entirely to cure 
* i; the Italian of Superſtition, being, as it were, fed 
s of _ from their very Cradles with a Parcel of Chime- 
h is Vor. III. F ra's, 
o 

> * Cicero, ſpeaking of the Reſolution, Conſtancy and Courage, 
| of the LacedemonianY outh, ſays, that, in fighting, Death only could 
„ 2 ſoparate them, which they preferr's to acknoviedging themſelves 
ear) Fanquift'd. 3 
W1t 5] Ade centium grezes Lacedamone dim. wh, iacredibili contentione 
ur- certantes, pug ag, cache, ungutus, iu denique, ut exanimarentur, 
mu: Fr, quam ſe vile: fateremur. 


Cicero Tuſcul. an. Queſt. Lib. v. Cap. TXVII. 
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ra's, which they believe to be as true as Goſpel. In 
like manner the Dutch find it very difficult to ſhake 
off a ſort of 'Self-love, and Fondneſs for their 
own Opinions, which is chargeable upon their Pa- 
rents, who fooliſhly indulg'd them in all their 
youthful Conceits and Humours. People of Diſ- 
tinction indeed are ſenſible of this Miſtake, and 
ſcem deſirous to take ſome Care of their Childrens 
Education ; but then the Misfortune is, that they 
are not very careful in chuſing their Preceptors. 
One Thing, which no doubt will extremely ſur- 
priſe thee, is, that a Nation ſo wiſe and prudent 
as the Dutch, ſhould, for the moſt part, truſt the 


Education of their Youth to turn-coat Monks, and 


little ſaucy Renegado Prieſts, the Conſequence o 
which may be attended with fatal Inconveniencies, 


and Repentance when too late. Is it poſſible, that 


the Country ſhould produce no Natives capable 01 
an Employment of ſo great Importance? For my 
own part, I can't allow myſelf to think it: But 
then J contider, on the other hand, that the Mad- 
neſs and Fondneſs of the Women for every Foo! 


that can affect the fine Gentleman, and the excei- 


five Complaiſance of their Husbands, lead then; 
into many groſs Miſtakes this Way; ſo that the 
trivolous is preferr'd to the ſolid, and the hurtfu 
to what may be of Advantage. The Girls have. 


in this Reſpect, the better of the Boys; for ti: 


Women to whole Care they are committed, are 
Much better qualified to diſcharge their Truſt. 

I deſign to leave this Country ſoon, and to go 
for Berlin. From thence I ſhall proceed to Haz 
bargh, where I have ſome Affairs of Intereit to 
lettle with Iſaac Mejo; and thou may expect to he 
informed of what I find moft remarkable among 
the Germazs, a People whom thou knoweſt better 
than 1, from the frequent Vitits which thou for- 
merly made to the Cermas Courts, and, by that 
| | | . Meats. 
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n Means, acquired a Knowledge of them, which ! 
e can't pretend to. All I beg is, that thou would'ſt 
ir fteely tell me if my Remarks are juſt, and it my 
2. Letters are agreeable; that's the whole of my Am- 
ir dition and Study. I communicated thine to ſeve- 
l. fla learned Men when I was in France, and they 
4 - ſeem'd to be highly pleaſed with them. "Tis true, 


ns indeed, that. ſome Bigots and Monks, who faw 
oy - them, have, out of the Abundance of their Zeal, 

! © dignified thee with the Title of Heretick, and head- 
\r. ſtrong Few; but I think their Approbation ſhould 


ent not much affect thee, ſince what an ancient Na- 

the _ rene Doctor ſaid of the Pagan Prieſts, may be 
i Very well applied to them, vig. Philoſophy and 

un } XP | | 

of © Religion are different 4 ＋ Wiſdom is the Ob- 

"fray jet of the former, and Heaven of the latter; and 
? 


. the Prieſt is as little capable of leading you to Wiſ- 

aum, as the Philoſopher is of conducting you to 

e Heaven. 

x en ©. | | | 

But Farewel, my Friend. How it rejoices me to 

lad. think, that the ſame Road that leads thee to Wiſ⸗ 
dom, will land thee in Heaven. 


cel. Auſterdam, es. 


fu! . LETTER 
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their Slaves. There's no Country in the 
World where the Men are ſo ſubmiſſive, 
nor the Ladies any where under ſuch Conſtraint. 
Though the Foreigners, who have for ſome time 
frequented this Kingdom, have contributed much 
to change their horrible Captivity into a moderate 
Slavery, yet they are {till watch'd very narrowly. 
Such as, by their Birth, can have no Acceſs at 
Court, ſcarce ſee any but their Relations and ſome _ 
Monks. Others are more at Liberty, particularly 
fince the Spaniſh Court was fo much Frenchified as 
it now 1s. 8 
You muſt not imagine that the Vigilance of the 
Spanrſh Husbands guards their Fronts from the En- 
ſigus of the horn'd Fraternity, fo common in other 
Countries. The Monks here are as kind and cha- 
ritable as the Petit-maitres in France, and a Corde- 
lier is a more dangerous Creature than the moſt 
accompliſn'd Nobleman; he knows how to re- 
duce the moſt ſtubborn Lady's Heart, and to de- 
ceive the moſt jealous Husband: His Habit pro- 
cures him patent Doors, and the ſpacious Title of 
Conſeſſor, or Director, furniſhes him with a Pre— 
tence of being alone with his Miſtreſs as long as 
he pleaſes, without the Husband's daring to inter- 
rupt 


T HE Women in Spain are the Priſoners of 
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rupt their Converſation, unleſs he wete reſolved 
to draw down upon his Head the Wrath of Hea- 
ven, or, which is worſe, that of the Monks. 

5 I bou'lt perhaps ask me, how the jealous Sa- 

© wiard can put up with theſe Monkiſh Viſits? It 
was equally ſurpriſing to me, till at length 1 came 
to know that the Force of Prejudice was {ſuch in 
this Nation that Superſtition got the better of Jea- 
louſy. They either have ſo much Confidence in 
the Virtue of theſe frock'd Gentlemen as to dread 
no Harm, or look upon the Favour conferred on 
them by the Monks as ſomething that's ſacred and 
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of honourable, and a neceſſary Part of their Religi- 
he on; and I don't know but that religious Horns 
e, have ſeveral Indulgencies tack'd to them, in which 
nt. 


Caſe I no longer wonder that a filly SHaniard is 10 
me _ zealous to gain them at the Expence. of his Fore- 
head, when a Grandee, to get into Favour with 
the Inquiſition, thinks it an honourable Employ- 
ment to drag a Few to the Place of Execution. 

- ?Tis not of Yeſterday that People have received, 
© with the greateſt Marks of Veneration, Cuckol- 
rly dom adminiſter'd by their ſpiritual Guides. Did 
not the Pagaxs eſteem themſelves very happy when 
any of their Gods took it into their Heads to come 
[ _ down and plant Horns upon honeſt Mens Heads, 
En- which they eſteem'd more than Crowns. Amphi- 
> rio, the Theban General, thought himſelf highly 

- honour'd that Jupiter made uſe of his Wife to get 
de- a a Demi-God *. Perhaps a Spaniſh Bigot is as. 
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noſt fond of being the By-blow of ſome Auguſtin or 
re- * Cordelier, as a T heban of ſpringing trom a Pagan 
ge Diety. | 
pro- . . Be- 
Pre- 4 * © .Alcmena wore three Moons in her Head-dreſs, to let the 
g as ; . World know that Jupiter had made one Night as long as. 
„three, that he might enjoy her the longer. This is very 
1ter W ce 3 8 ry 
rupt '& Ungular, {avs a modern Author; Might the not have been; 
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Befides the Liberty which the Monks have of 
viliting the Women, and the Reſpect which the 
Husbands bear to them, they fall upon noble Ex- 

edients to conceal their Roguery and Intrigues. 

o Misfortune or bad Accident in Gallantry can 
diſconcert them, they ſo artfully diſguiſe their Ac- 
tions that many People are perſuaded they are as 
chaſte as Origen, tho* not reſtrain'd by the ſame 
Reaſon. 73 

I was told a merry Story of a Carmelite. This 
Friar was in Love with a very handſome married 
Woman at Seville. The Husband being gone a 
Journey, the Reverend Father fail'd not to viſit 
his Dolcinia every Morning, and his Exhortations 
were more agreeable to the Laws of Love than to 
thoſe of Hymen; and that he might ſpeak the more 
commodiouſly to his Penitent, he went to Bed 
with her, where he commonly remain'd three long 
Hours at a Time. 5 

One Morning as he was documentiſing his Miſ- 
treſs, home comes the Husband, and the poor 


Carme had only Time to put on his Robe, but 


was forced to leave his Breeches. This Husband 
bappen'd to be none of thoſe who look upon 
Monkiſh 


ſatisfy'd that her Husband's Head was fortify'd with Horn- 
* works and Demi- lunes ſurpaſſing the Towers of the God- 
des ꝙbilie. 

— Qualis Berecyntha mater, 

Invehitur curru Phrygias turrita per urbes f. 


- When in Pomp ſhe makes the Phrygian round, 
With golden Turrets on her Temples crown'd. Dryden. 


What Occaſion then had ſhe for three Moons on her Fore” 


head? | 


Parveque Alcmena ſuperbit 
Hercule, tergemina crinem circumdata Luna t. 


Of little Hercules Alcmena proud, 
Decks her Locks with triple Moons. 


} Virg, Tu. Lib. VI. v. 185. 1 Stat, Thel an, Lib. VI. v. 288. 
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onkiſh Cuckoldom as an effectual Means for 
2 of Sins. While the Monk was thus 
hurrying on his Frock, the Husband perceived 
the Breeches, and, with Fury, laid hold of this 
dumb but convincing Proof, which he lock'd up 
ſecurely in his Preſs, and ran to the Convent to 


; ke his Complaint to the Superior. J am reſol- 
wm ſaid he, 70 carry Father Sebaſtiano's Breeches in 
Proceſſion, through the whole City, if you don't os 


me proper and ſpeedy Satisfaction. Be under no Con- 
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ceru about that, ſaid the Superior very gravely, I 
promiſe you I will , but, firſt of all, I muſt ſpeak to 
the Father of whom you complain, for common Equi- 
ty requires that both Parties be heard before Candem- 
nation: Return therefore to your own Habitation, 
and be aſſured of ample Sati faction if your Accnſa- 
tion be well grounded. | 


S .carce was theSpaniard's Back turn'd, when Fa- 


ther Sebaſtiauo appear d: The want of his Breeches 
made it abſolutely needleſs to deny the Fact; and 
therefore the Superior, a ſhrewd old Fox, foreſee- 
ing that it would be of. very bad Conſequence to 
leave, in the Hands of a jealous Spaniard, ſuch En- 
ſigns of Monkiſh Incontinence, reſolved to have 
them back at any Rate. For the future don't be ſo 


et into a Pair of Sheets is a ſhameful Thing for 
4 Man of your Vigour, and a moſt grievous! Aﬀront 
put upon the whole Carmelite Order, fo famous hi- 


»  therto in the Feats of Gallantry. 


This ſhort Harangue finiſh'd, he order'd the whole 
Convent to march in Proceſſion to the Husband's 


__ Houſe, which they did, humming over their Lita- 


1 nies, with their Commander at their Head. To 
be ſure the Spaniard was 
Arrival 


», > 


of this Frock'd Regiment in this formal 


_* Manner, but he ſoon underſtood the Meaning of 
it. Me are come, ſaid the Superior, ta clear 


1 


up your 


1 | | 7 
79 1 * : 


voy laſcivious, (aid he to Father Sebaſtiauo; to trip 
ard g 


much ſurpriſed upon the 
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M:ftake, and to carry back one of the moſt precious 
Rebks f our Convent, which Father Sebaſtiano 
Zook from the Veſtry without my Order. 

As the Spaniard was quite at a Loſs to know 
what was meant by this Relick, he Breeches, con- 
tinned the Superior, which you have ſput up in your 
| Cheſt of Drawers, and which have given Umbrage, 
are the very ſame which the bleſſed St Raymond de 
Penafort wore, Father Sebaſtiano brought them from 
the Convent that your Wife might kiſs them ; for, of 
all Relicks, tis the greateſt Specifick for Women that 
importune Heaven for Children. The Spaniard made 
a Virtue of Neceſſity, and, finding that there was 
neither Room for Complaint nor Revenge, pro- 
ſtrated himſelf, moſt reſpectfully, before the ſacred 
Relick, and broke forth into the following Ex- 
clamation. O holy Breeches.! from whoſe prolifick 
Virtue may be expected a Poſterity as numerous as 
the Stars in the Firmament, or as the Sand of the Sea, 
pardon my Blindneſs, and take pity of my Ignorance ! 
Little did I know that, after having provided for the 
Infirmities of a great Saint, thou won'dſt now ſo gra- 
ciouſly vouchſafe to ſupply the preſſing — of 
our Wives. May all the married Women of this Ci- 
ty immediately experience thy powerful Aſſiſtance as 
effectually as mine has. 

The Superior, charm'd with the happy Succeſs 


of his Stratagem, carried back the holy Relick in 


Triumph to his Convent; and the ſuperſtitious 
Spaniards, fully convinced of their marvellous Ef- 
-ficacy, have, ever ſince, paid a particular Devo- 
tion to the miraculous Breeches. 

There are very few Caſes wherein Religion does 
not ſerve the Nazarene Monks as a Cloke to their 
Irregularities; not that they trouble themſelves 
much about Decorum, or avoiding Scandal. The 
ſole Motive of their Conſtraint is the Fear of lo- 
ling the good Opinion which the ſimple Husbands 

2 entertain 
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entertain of them, ſo that they conceal their Crimes, 


not becauſe they are aſham'd, but that they may the 


more eaſily commit them; and indeed it muſt be 
allow'd that none excel them in the Art of Diſſi- 
mulation. | 

A celebrated Italian Preacher *, was another 
St Paul in the Pulpit, but no ſooner was out of 
the Church than he threw off the auſtere Mora- 
liſt, and turn'd the Man of Pleaſure, not at all 
nice in the Choice of Miſtreſſes. An eaſy willing 
Laſs, that knew not how to refuſe a kind Offer, 
was a Queen to our gallant Prieſt; and had it 
not been for ſome Satyrical Expreſſions in his pub- 
lick Diſcourſes, which drew upon him the Reſent- 
ment of ſome powerful Enemies, no Notice 
would have been taken of his Irregularities. One 
Day, particularly, as he was preaching at Sr Fear 
de Lateran, My dear Brethren, ſaid he, I can't tell 
what to think of thoſe Men who make a Merit in be- 
ing Members of the Society of Jeſus. When he was 
born, he had no other Companions but an Ox and an 
Aſs. He ſpent his Life with Scribes and Phariſees, 
whom he could not convert, and at laſt dy'd between 
two Thieves. You would very much oblige me to let 


me know from which of theſe three Sorts of Races 


the Gentlemen of tbe Society of Jeſus have the Ho- 

aour to ſpring f. | | 
The Feſurtes, as may be eaſily imagin'd, were 
highly provok'd with the Preacher's ſevere Railery, 
and ſwore Revenge. Having Intelligence that he 
frequently went to Houfes where 'tis certain he 
was 


* Fontana Roſa, a Domin can, and a great Enemy of the Feſuites, 
I Fratelli cariſſimi, non ſo, diſſe, chi“ ſinno coſtero, che ſi pregiano di 
eſſer i compagni di Gieſa. Allora che nacque, non bebbo altri com- 
pagni che un Bus ed an Aſino, Paſſa la vita tra Fariſei e Scribi, i 
quali mai vollero convertirſi. Mori alla fine in mezzo a due Ladri. 
Dite- mi, di grazia, Fratelli cari, la compagnia di Gieſie d'oggidi da 
* di queſte tre compagnie deriva ? Sig. Cant. de Quom. Tom. I. 
| ag. I39, 
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was not compoſing Sermons, they obtain'd an Or- 
der from the Governor of Rome to the Barigel to 
= hold of him the firſt Time they found him in 
a Bawdy-houſe, and to lodge him fafely in a Jail. 

The Feſuites kept a ſharp Look-ont, and the E- 
nemy being gone a marauding, as uſual, the Ba- 
rigel had immediate Intelligence, went directly to 
the Houſe, and knock'd at the Chamber Door ; 
but the Reverend Father, inſtead of opening, be- 
gan to talk aloud, as if he did not hear or mind 
the Knocking. The Barigel, grown impatient with 


waiting, forced the Door with his Foot, and en- 


ter'd with his Attendants. But how great was 
his Surpriſe to find the Monk with his Beads in 
his Hand, at the End of which hung more than 
200 Medals, and the Prieſteſs of Yeazs devoutly 
kneeling at his Feet, wrapp'd up in Attention to a 
Sermon Which the cunning Fox was preaching, 
which made her ſhed many a Tear, and, ſobbing, 
ſay, Indeed, Father, for the future I will reform my 
finful Courſe of Life, and no Temptation ſhall have 
the Power to make me continue in ſo bad a Way. 

I' be Barigel and his Gang, right [za/rans for Su- 
perſtition, cry'd out, with one Voice, Mhat a Shame 
that good People fhould be ſo baſely miſrepreſented ! 
The Monk, perceiving that now was the I ime to 
turn the Weapons upon his Enemies, made ſuch a 
pathetick Diſcourſe to the Barigel, that he quite 
torgot his Errand, and return'd to acquaint the 
Governor with the holy and pious Actions which 
he had been an Eye Witnefs of. The FJeſuites 
could not ſhew their Faces, and the Preacher was 
more in Vogue than before, and had not only Per- 


miſſion to ſhut himſelf up with the Curtezans, but j 


alſo to throw off his Frock upon certain Occa - 
fions, that he might entertain them with greater 
Freedom, if he thought it neceſſary for their Con- 
verſion, and to bring home the more of thoſe ſtray'd 
Sheep. The 
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The Feſnites murmur'd at the Privileges granted 
heir Enemies, but were anſwer'd, That it was 
no more than complying with the Maxime of their 
Spaniſh Divines; and that their Fathers Eſcobar, 
Sanches, and many others, had often decided thoſe 
Points *. | 
What Opinion thou'lt have of this Preacher's 
Stratagem I know not, but I can with Truth tell 
thee, that, in this Country, there happen daily fifty 
Adventures ſtill more comical; and the Italian 
Monks are Saints, compar'd with the Spaniſh. 
Nevertheleſs, whatever Conveniency a Woman 
may find in an Intrigue with the Children of St 


Dominic, or St Francis; and whatever may be the 


Reputation of their Abilities in this Part of the 
World, yet a certain Inſtin&, born with the Fair 
Sex, is the Reaſon that they are never admitted as 
(Gallants, but when a Woman can't conveniently 
have a Gentleman for her Lover; in which Caſe 
ſhe's even obliged to put up with the Friars, and 
to feed, if I may be allow'd the Expreſſion, on this 
homely Fare, for want of better Victuals. 

The Monks and Gentlemen are very different 
in their way of making Love. The former have 
free Acceſs to the Ladies Bed Chambers, where 
they no ſooner are, but begone, Husbands, and 


leave your better Halves to the pious Exhortations 


of the Ghoſtly Fathers; but the latter, poor Sim- 
pletons ! think themſelves mighty happy when they 
can exerciſe their Guitar a long Winter Night un- 
der their Miſtreſſes Windows. But more of theſe 
Inamourato's at ſome other Time. I ſhall now 
conclude this Letter with putting thee in mind 
what Comfort it mult give thee to be in a Coun- 
try tree from Monks and [nqui/itions. 
Haie,, 
LETTER 


* See the Provincial Letters, Pag. 101. 
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H E preſent State of the Nazarene Religion 
; | has often made me refle& on what it will 
be four or five hundred Years hence, it be- 
ing morally impoflible but that, in ſo long a Courſe 
of Time, ſome grand Revolution will bring about 
a thorough Change. 5 | 
Nazareniſm may be, at this Day, conſider'd as 
a Republick under Convulſions by two different 
Factions, who are irreconcileable, and can bear no 
Thoughts but the entire Deſtruction each of them 
of the Rival Party. The Creatures of the Roman 
Pontiffs, and their Adverſaries, are equally indu- 
ſtrious to accompliſnh their Deſigns ; and *'tis ſcarce 
to be imagin'd but ſome favourable ConjunQure 
will caſt up, which one of the two Parties will 
improve to the Ruin of the other. 
When we conſider with what Rapidity the Re- 


form'd extended their Power at the 1 — of I 


the Reformation, or, if you will, the Separation 
of the Nazarenes, and examine the Number of 
Kingdoms and Provinces that have embraced the 
Opinions of the Proteſtant Doctors, one would 
be apt to conclude, that, by Degrees, they would 
become abſolute Maſters: But, when we take a 
View of the Events that have happen'd in Europe 
for an Age paſt, we're at a Loſs what to think of 
it; we remain under an Uncertainty, which aug- 

ments 
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ments upon our endeayouring to clear it up, and 
Reflections ſerve only to create new Doubts. The 
Proteſtants and Papiſts have alternately had ſuc- 
ceſsful and unhappy I'urns. In the Beginning of 
the laſt Century, almoſt one Half of France was 
Proteſtant, and at this Time Calviniſm is entirely 
baniſh'd from it, which is a confiderable Advan- 
tage to the Pontiff's Party; but, if they gain 
Ground on their own Side the Water, they loſe 
on t'other; for the Ezglih have quite ſhaken off 


Popery, and will ſhortly ſuppreſs it in the two 


Kingdoms that are ſubject to them *. So far the 
Miſchiefs which the two Parties have done to each 
other are pretty much upon an Equality, but 'tis 
not ſo in Germany, where the Proteſtants ſeem to 
have met with a conſiderable Shock, which may 
be attended with very bad Conſequences. T'his 
Blow is given by the Electors of Saxony's changing 
their Religion. They have, as one may ſay, laid 
the Ax to the Root of the Tree, which muſt of 
Neceflity fall to the Ground; for, in ſhort, my 
Friend, tis a Fact, ſupported by Experience, that 
when ſeveral Sovereigns continue ſucceſſively to 
profeſs a Religion, ſooner or later all their Sub- 
jects come into the ſame way of Thinking. In 
Sweden and Denmark, where the Kings have exer- 
ciſed the Proteſtant Religion without Interruption, 
there are ſcarce any Catholicks now to be found; 
and the Caſe would be the ſame in England, if, 
after the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, there had been 
no Popiſh Prince on the Throne: But James l. 
and his Son, rekindled a Fire that was ready to be 
extinguiſh'd. | „ 

Had Lew:s XIII. and Lewis XIV. been as zea— 
lous to extirpate Popery as they were to ruin C= 
viniſm, there would actually be fewer Catholicks 
than Proteſtants in France, and perhaps there wand 


Vor. III. not 


* Fcotland and Ireland. 
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56 JEWISH LETTERS. 
not be one ſingle Nobleman now at Court in the 
Pope's Intereſt. *Tis next to an Impoſſibility but 
that, in the Courſe of four Generations, ſome 
Head or other of a Family will ſacrifice the Re- 
ligion of his Anceſtors to his Ambition. If the 
Grandfather does not change, the Father perhaps 
will, and failing this, the Son, or the Son's Suc- 
ceſſor. And *tis certainly paying a great Com- 
pliment to Mankind, to imagine, that out -of 
tour there's only one capable of doing a mean, 
baſe Thing for the Sake of Honours and Riches. 
All the Philoſophers allow, that Men are, in ge- 
neral, more prone to Vice than Virtue. But ſup- 
poling them more ſteady and fix'd than they really 
are, it will always follow that, in the Courſe of 
four Generations, ſome Chief, or Head, in every 
Family will be entirely fed by ambitious and poli- 
tical Views. My Prince, would he fay, believe: 
in the Virtne of Indulgences, and pray where's the 
great Harm if I ſhould approve of thoſe ſame Indul- 
gences* Since to be of the Sovereign's Religion is the 
only Road to Preferment, I ſhould be a very filly Fool 
2204 to profeſs it. By remaining Proteſtant, I may 
have, tis true, the Pleaſure uf expoſing a Number 
of Fooleries, which will be never a Bit the leſs ap- 
proved of; and what a mighty Advantage this will 
afford me let any Man judge! Is it not much more 
adviſeable to make thoſe very Fooleries contribute tc 
the Succeſs of my Defigns * henry IV. who was born 
20 wear a Crown, ſaid, that a Kingdom was wel! 
worth a Mats. I, who am by Birth deftin'd to high 
Staticas aud Hononrs, ſet apart for Nobility, dv at- 
firm, that a Regiment, wito all its Perguiſites great 
aud fall, will make all the ſpiritaal Pills of the 
Romilh Faith go ſweetly down. | 
A Duke, and a Peer, is as eafily to be tempted 
as a private Gentleman; the flattering Proſpect ot 
foie new Polt that may give freſh Luſtre * his 
ank 
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Rank is more than enough. How hard would it 
be to find a Courtier, at Verſailles, who would pur 
his Religion in balance with a Marſhal of France's 
Staff! | | 

To be fully perſuaded that the Religion of the 


Prince ſooner or later abſorbs all others, we have 


only to conſider how many illuſtrious Proteſtant 
Families, in the Reign of Henry IV. ſuch as the 
KRohans, the Bouillous, La Foras, the Gondrins, and 
ſeveral others, have turn'd back again to Popery. 
Is this the Effect of all conquering Grace? A 
Janſeniſt Curate may be prejudiced enough to be- 
lieve ſo; but a Jeſuit will conſider better, and 
may indeed verbally attribute to Heaven what in 


his Heart he believes to be only owing to Policy, 


and is too well acquainted with the ſecret Springs 
of that Science to be impoſed upon by the ſudden 
Converſions at Court in the Reigns of Lewis XIII. 
and Lewis XIV. 


The Proteſtants are no leſs ambitious than the Pa- 


pilts, and conſequently no leſs ſubject to Change, 


when they have any Proſpect of gratifying their 
Vanity. As there is at preſent no Family of Di- 
ſtinction in France of the Proteſtant Religion, ſo 
neither is there any in Sweden and Denmark of the 
Roman Catholick. The Religion of the Sovereign 
has had an equa] Influence in theſe different King— 
doms, and it will every where be the ſame. - 
The Election of Auguſtus in Poland was a fatal 
Stroke to the Proteſtants, having introduced into 
that Prince's I erritories Opinions which, ſooner 
or later, will acquire the ſame Credit there as in 
other Catholick Countries. *Tis almoſt impoſ- 
ſible but, ſome time or other, an Elector of Saxs- 


4 uy, extremely zealous for his Religion, will give 
the finiſhing Blow to the Proteſtant Cauſe, I take 
it, that the Prince who now reigns in Saxony is 


; juſt ſuch as Henry IV. with regard to Religion, 


(2-13 his 
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his Son, perhaps, will reſemble Leuis XIII. and 
his Grandſon Lew:s XIV. And, if this be the 
Caſe, what will become of the Proteſtant Religi- 


on? Long before the fourth Generation, its Fate, 


in this Part of Germany, will be the ſame as what 
it met with in the Palatinate, and in the Biſhoprick 
of Spire. 
By the different Loſſes which the Proteſtants 
bave ſuffer'd for ſome time in Germany, and which 
have not, fo far as I can ſee, been counter-balanced 
by any unlucky Accident that has happen'd to the 
Papiſts, it would ſeem as if the latter would get 


the better, and regain a great Part, it not all that 


they have loſt. They once indeed had the Ball at 
their Foot by certain fayourable Turns, but then 
State Policy, and the Intereſt of Princes, ſtopp'd 
their Carreer. Had the Court of Vienna chole a 
Husband to the eldeſt Archdutcheſs out of the 
Proteſtant Princes, tacre is not one of them but 
what would have ſaid, That the Kingdoms of Hun- 
gary and Bohemia, and the Dominions of Auſtria 
and Sileſia, were worth all the grand Maſſes tha: 
ever were, or would be ſung to the End of the Morlia. 
Now let me, for a Moment, ſuppoſe that the 
Prince Royal of Prauſſia had got what the Duke 
of Lorra:a has obtain'd, the Conſequence would 
have been the Re-eſtabliſhment of the Catholick 
Religion in Praſſia and Braudenlourg, where it 
would, of Courle, have been the Religion of the 
State, the Path to Honours, conſequently ſoon 
profeſſed by Courtiers and the Ambitious, and, 
before the tourth Generation, by every Family ot 
Note, 

A pretty fingular Thought comes juſt now into 
my Mind. Could the Papitts but have the Art to 


make the proper Uſe of their Advantages, wit! 


only the Kingdom of Poland, they might, in lels 
than 200 Years, render all the Courts in German, 
7 ſub- 
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ſubmiſſive to the Roman Pontiff; and, in order to 
bring about this, the Way would be to render this 
elective State the Inheritance of ſome Proteltant 
Prince that ſhould turn Roman Catholick. After 
having gain'd Saxony, the next I hing would be to 
offer the Crown to the King of Denmark, and, af- 
ter his Deceaſe, to the King of Sweden. Thus, in 
an Age or two, Poland might be worth, in Church 
Coin, ſeven or eight times more than Fraxce, ac- 
cording to Henry IV.'s rating his Kingdom at no 
higher Value than a ſingle Maſs. 

Tis certain, that in the Elections of the Em- 
pire, and of Poland, the Papiſts have two great 
Opportunities of aggrandiz ing themſelves, and 'tis 
not to be doubted but, ſooner or later, they will 
make uſe of them to Advantage. They have al- 
ready felt the Benefit of the firſt, and why ſhould 
they not hereafter make uſe of the ſecond ? What 
does not happen in two Ages, may happen in three. 
About fifty Years ago it would have been thought 
ridiculous to have aſſerted, that Saxony ſhould ſoon 
be govern'd by a Popiſh Prince, and Poland by an 
Elector, who was not long ſince a Proteſtant, 
and yet, in our own Days, we have ſeen all theſe 
Events. We actually look upon the Suppoſition 
of a Papiſt King of Pruſſia and Emperor, as a 
Thing void of all Probability; but our Great- 
grandchildren will not, perhaps, be ſo ſurpriſed 
at it. = 

The Reformed have not the ſame Advantages 
as their Adverſaries, having no elective Kingdom 


= to give, they cannot offer a Crown as a Bait to a 


Popiſh Prince. All they can do is, to ſecure to 
- themſelves the peaceable Poſſeſſion of certain Do- 


minions which give them no Handle to meddle in 


the Elections of Sovereigns. Holland, the Swiſs 


Cantons, the Imperial Proteſtant Cities, will ne— 


Var de inthe Caſe of Kingdoms govern'd by Princes. 
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But what's ſuch a confin'd Tract of Country com- 
pared to what is poſſeſs'd by ſo many Proteſtant 
Kings, who may be tempted, by the Offer of a 
Crown, to embrace the Catholick Religion? 
All theſe Reaſons, my dear Iſaac, perſuade me, 
that notwithſtanding the ſurpriſing Progreſs which 
the Proteſtant Religion made on its firſt ſetting 
out, it may, in proceſs of Time, without a Mi- 
racle, loſe all its Advantages, and be reduced to 
a very low Ebb. The Damage that it has ſuſtain'd 
in France and Germany, is, in my Opinion, infe- _ 
rior to what Popery has ſuffered in Ezgland. The 
Electors of Saxony, by abandoning the Party of ß x 
the Proteſtants, turn the Scale on the Side f 
Popery ; and I don't well conceive how their Al- 
verſaries can repair this Blow. Tis true that they 
are ſtill very powerful, but, in ſhort, there are 
Conjunctures wherein no human Power can ſtem 
the Tide. Should it happen but once more, that 
only one Sovereign of the North ſhould change 
his Religion, the Proteſtant Intereſt in Germany 
would be in a very bad Way. This, perhaps, may = 
not happen, and, if ſo, the Proteſtants can ſtand _ 
the Battle with their Enemies; but if it ſhould, the 
Papiſts will lead the Dance. 1 
From all which I think it may be reaſonably t. 
concluded, that Reflections on the State of Naza> h. 
reniſm, what it may turn to in three or four Ages C 
hence, ſerve only to throw us into Doubts, ang 8 
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Time alone can clear up ſo impenetrable a My- 
ſtery. Who can tell whether, 200 Years hence, 
france, inſtead of protecting the Roman Pontiff, 
will not oppoſe him, and embrace a new Scheme 
of Religion as different from Popery as from the 
Proteſtant Faith? Or who can foretel whether 
tome new Opinion will not ſtart up, and be in 
Vogue? The daily Diſputes that ariſe among Po- 
piſh Divines are as ſerviceable to the Proteſtant 
Religion, 
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Religion, as the Ambition of obtaining an elective 
Kingdom is to the Popiſh. Nature ſtill knows 
how ſhe form'd the Brains of the firſt Reformers. 
She has nothing more to do but, at a proper Oc- 
caſion, to produce another Calvin in Frauce, who 
would do more Harm to Popery than the Con- 
verſion of two Proteſtant Princes could repair. 
Farewel, my Friend, may thou be ever happy. 


* I 
8 Amſterdam, Fre 


LETTER CXIII. 


ISAac Onis ro AARON MONCECA. 


J* Anſwer to thy Letter upon the Uncertain- 


I ty of the future State of Nazareniſm, I ſhall 
I freely tell thee, that, in all Appearance, before 
two Ages are paſt, very extraordinary Changes will 


happen in the Sects of that Religion: But 'tis my 
Opinion, that Popery has more Reaſon to be afraid 


of ſome dangerous Revolution than the Proteſtant 
> Religion, though thou ſeem'ſt to think otherwiſe. 
However, I don't deſpair, after I have told thee 


my Reaſons, of making a Change in thy way of 
Thinking about this Matter, and of making it ap- 
pear, very plainly, that the Roman Pontiffs have 
rather been loſing than gaining Ground in Europe 


for a hundred Years paſt, and that the Court of 


> Rome has leſs Power now than it had a little after 
the Reformation, 
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The Baniſhment of French Proteſtants is no juſt 
Equivalent for the total Extirpation of Popery in 
England. The Kings of France were never Pro- 
teſtants, and conſequently, according to thy own 
Principles, thou muſt allow that Calviniſn could 
not be look'd upon, in their Government, as 4 
Religion that would make any great Progreſs, that 
of the Prince, in proceſs of Time, ſwallowing up 
and deſtroying all the others. The Proteſtants, at- 
ter the Death of Henry IV. might well have fore- 
ſeen what has happened. Was it to be imagined 
that they could long hold out againſt Enemies ſup- 
ported by the Credit and Power of the Sovereigns ? 
The Euxgliſß Roman Catholicks, on the contrary, 


had all theReaſon in the World to hope for good 


Succeſs ; for, after the Reigns of ſeveral Proteſtant 
Kings, a Popiſh Prince was placed upon the Throne, 
which was ſach a favourable Turn, that they had 
Reaſon to imagine the Day was their own : But 
Things changed all at once. This Prince, on whom 
they founded all their Hopes, was forced to aban- 
don his Kingdom, and his Subjects ſignaliz'd his 
Baniſhment by an authentick Act excluding for 


ever, from the Crown of England, all Princes ad- | 


hering to the Faith of the Roman Pontift. Judge 
then, my Friend, how much Popery has ſuffer'd 


more than the Proteſtant Religion in theſe diffe- 


rent Revolutions. The Reform'd were baniſh'd 
out of a Country where the Prince was againſt 
them, and where their Privileges had been long 


ſuppreſs'd. The Roman Catholicks were proſcrib'd 


in three Kingdoms where the Prince prote&ed 
them, where they flatter'd themſelves to bear all 
before them by his Credit, and where every thing 
ſeem'd to favour their high Expectations. Beſides, 
by the Baniſhment of the French Proteſtants, Pope- 
ry is no ways ſecured againſt the Attacks of ſome 
new Adverſaries, whereas the Reform'd of Eng- 


laud 


82 „K 3 <4 £4 Poo FA > * 


"uſp, == 


—— 


— 


2 2 


1 
4 
4 
81 
d 
t | 
5 
d 
d 


ll 


— 


JEWISH LETTERS. 63 
land have rais'd invincible Barriers againſt all At- 
tacks from the Court of Rome. Should a new 
Sect ſtart up at London, under the Wings of Pres- 
bytery or the Church of England, it will never 
endeavour to hurt the Proteſtant Religion in fa- 
your of Popery: But, ſhould any new Dodtrine 
peep out in France, it will naturally tend to the 
Deſtruction of the Authority of the Roman Pon- 
tiffs, of which Experience demonſtrates the Truth. 
The Janſeniſts are the Succeſſors of the Proteſtants, 
and ſooner or later they will come to be as warm- 
ly engaged with the Court of Rowe as the firſt Re- 
formers were. 

Take this Reflection along with thee, that every 


new Sect, which ſhall ſtart up hereafter, wil! di- 


rectly aim at the Overthrow of Popery, and be 
no ways hurtful to the Proteſtants. Fifty Years 
ago, or thereabouts, all the Datch Roman Catho- 
licks profeſs'd but one Faith, but now they are 
divided into Moliniſts and Fanſeniſts; by which Se- 
paration the Papiſts have been Loſers, and the Pro- 
teſtants in ſome meaſure Gainers. 


Thou'lt, perhaps, turn the Weapons upon me, 


by repreſenting, that new Opinions, among Pro- 


teſtants, make Separations, which muſt be hurtful 
to the whole, by diminiſhing the Number of ſuch 
as ſtick to the fundamental Articles of that Reli- 


gion. But let this be my Anſwer, that the Sects 


which ariſe in the Proteſtant Religion are of no 
great Prejudice to it, becauſe they are all agreed 
to ſtand up and preach the total Deſtruction of 
Popery. They're ſo intent upon the Ruin of the 
common Enemy, that they forget to perſecute one 
another. The Diſciples of Luther, Calvin, Menno 
and Arminius have the ſame Views, and only take 
different Roads to accompliſh them, and always 


unite when a favourable Opportunity offers to 


give Popery a Blow, ſo that the Hatred of the Ro- 


Man 
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man Pontiff, is the Knot and Cement of the ſeve- 
ral Naz arene Sects; but when any new one ſtarts 


up in the Popiſh Religion, it directly chimes in 


with the Sentiments of the others, ſo far as they 
tend to humbling the Court of Rome. 

The extravagant Conduct of the Komiſh Prieſts 
and Doctors is likewiſe of great Advantage to the 
Proteſtants, and will, ſooner or later, prove the 
entire Ruin of Popery. When any Diviſions are 


form'd in the Romiſb Church, the Pontiff imme- 
diately excommunicates thoſe whole Sentiments 


diſpleaſe him, and few Ages paſs without ſome 
ſuch Separations. Theſe lopp'd off Branches di— 
miniſn the Tree, and by Degrees nothing will re- 


main but the Prunk half rotten, and incapable of | | 


putting forth new Sprigs. The Proteſtants act 
more prudently. They have no Notion of per- 
ſecuting the Sects that ſpring up among them, but 
content themſelves with not approving them, and, 
by this wiſe Moderation, hinder. them from carry- 
ing Things to thoſe Extremities into which Popery, 
by its Cruelties, drives all thoſe that ariſe within 
the Pale of that Church. | 
Thoſe, my dear Moxceca, are the many Reaſons 
that induce me to think the Proteſtant Religion 
leſs in Danger of being deſtroyed, in the Sequel, 
than Popery. Tis true thou pincheſt me a little 


with the Change of the Proteſtant Princes to the | - 
Romijh Communion : But, in taking a View of | 


the preſent State of Europe, thou'lt fee, that this 
Advantage does not make ſo much for the Roman 
Catholicks as that which the Reformed may draw, 
ſome time or other, from the Conqueſt of one 
ſingle Prince who becomes the Pope's Enemy. 


Thou ſuppoſeſt, that, by the Election of Poland | 


only, in the Space of an hundred Years, three dit- 
ferent Monarchs may be drawn in to the Romi ſh 
Religion, 1 agree that this is poſſible. But who 

can 
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can aſſure me that, in ſome Ages hence, all Polaz4 
will not be Pfoteſtant? Thou mult not think it 
extraordinary, if I believe it pofſible that the So- 


! vereign Pontift may entirely loſe his Authority 
there. This ſame Poland, from which thou now 
pireſageſt ſo much Advantage to the Papiſts, had 


like to have turn'd Lutheran not twenty Years ago; 
and if it is not actually, what other Reaſon can 


be given for it than the extravagant Ambition and 


the miſtaken Politicks of Charles XII. King of 
Sweden, who, after having made himſelt Maſter 
of it, ſo as to make it a depending Province, that 


might have been join'd to his other Dominions, 


choſe rather to go and get himſelf beat at Paltowa, 


and, in one Day, to loſe the Conqueſts of ſeveral 
| Years, than to ſecure himſelf in the peaceable Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Dominions which he had ſubdued. 
The whimſical Ambition which that Prince had of 
. imitating Alexander, and of making Kings after his 
Example, made him place Staniſlaus on the Polih 
- Throne. The Papiſts, therefore, owe the Preſer- 
vation of that Crown only to the Folly of a Pro- 
teſtant Prince. A modern Politician owns this 
Truth, though he excuſes Charles XII. and extols 


(@] 


his Diſintereſtedneſs and Magnanimity in yielding 
up a Kingdom which belong'd to him by Right of 
- Conqueſt. 4 Count Piper, ſays this Author *, 
 » * ſeeing Charles Maſter of Poland, propoſed that 
= he ſhould keep it for him, and, after the Ex- 
ample of Gſtauus Vaſa, to render it Lutheran. 
be View of reimburſing his Expences, of ag- 
© grandizing his Kingdom, of extending his Reli— 

gion, and of being reveng'd on the Pope, whoſe 
Power he hated, made him heſitate a Moment; 
' - © but, when he came to conſider, that he had de- 
\ © clared to the Poles that he had no Deſign againſt 
[ their Nation, and that he had only inſiſted on 


„ their 


The Political Works of the Abe de St Pierre, Tom IX, Pag. 35. 
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« their driving out Auguſtus, and eleQing another | th 
« King, I will have nothing to do with a Kingdom, | th 
„ ſaid he, zhat I can't keep to myſelf without Breach | R 
« of Promiſe ; and, in this Occaſion, tis more ho- A 
« nourable to give a Kingdom than to keep it. I d 
« doubt if the Cꝛar would have had ſuch à noble 
&« way of Thinking as to keep his Promiſe upon ſuch 
« Terms ? 8 TRE ig; = 
Without examining, my Friend, if this Author 
had Reaſon to commend. the Diſintereſtneſs of 
Charles XII. I ſhall make uſe of his laſt Words to | 
prove another Advantage that the Roman Pontifts | _ 
Enemies may, ſome Day or other, gain upon their 
 Adverſaries. He frankly owns, that if the Car 
had been as much Maſter of Poland as Charles XII. | © 
was, he would not have ſcrupled to keep it for _ 
himſelf, and would have annexed to it the other 
Provinces of Mxſcovy. Who knows what may 
happen in ſome Ages hence? We already ſee that 
Muſcovites give Kings to the Poles. Why may not 
they, hereafter, think fit to conquer it for them- | 
ſelves? The Power of the Muſcovites will, ſooner 
or later, be a terrible Sting in Popery's Side with | 
reſpect to the Dominions bordering upon them. 
It can't be denied but that all the Conqueſts they 
make are an Increaſe of Power to a Nation that 
mortally hates the Court of Ke. The Hatred 
of the Proteſtants is flight compar'd with that of | © 
the Greek Nazarenes. The Maſcovites give Marks“ 
already of their Antipathy to the Roman Pontitt. | 
The Czarina vigorouſly ſolicits the Emperor in fa- | 
vour of the reform'd. Hungarians, and Policy o- 
bliges the Court of Vienua not to refuſe what ſhe | 0 
demands. The Proteſtants have, on a ſudden, ac- | 
quired powerful Friends in the North. Forty | 
Years ago, the Muſcovites ſeem'd to be as little þ ti 
concern'd, and as much Strangers to the Diſputes Þ* 
betwixt the Roman Catholicks and Proteſtants, as 
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the Quakers are at this Day. Who can foreſee 
the new Events that may give other Allies to the 
Reformed? They are certainly aſſured, that the 
Ambition and Tyranny of the Court of Rowe will 
do them good Service that Way, and even in their 
own Pale. What an illuſtrious Poet has ſung of 
ancient Rome may be apply'd to the modern City. 


Ae weſt point au bout de PUnivers, 

Que Rome fait ſentir tont le Poids de ſes Fers. 
r, de pris inſpirant les Haines les plus fortes, 

Tes plus fiers Ennemies, Rome, ſont ates Portes. 


Thus Paraphras'd. 


"Tis mot to diſtant Climes that mighty Rome, 
With Rigour, her enſlaviug Chains extends; 
Her fierceſt Foes are hid within her Walls, 
And ſpread Diſſention with infernal Zeal. 


Tis my Opinion, that the Venetians may be rank'd 
among thoſe ſecret Enemies who preſerve a Deco- 
rum for political Reaſons only. How many more 
Nations are there, who, in Appearance, are ſub- 
miſlive to the Sovereign Pontiti, and yet conſtant- 
ly upon the Watch to guard againſt his Encroach- 
ments? They diſſemble, becauſe they think it is 
their Intereſt : But if this Intereſt ſhould ceaſe, or 
if it ſhould take a new Turn, with what Joy wou'd 
not they entirely ſhake off a Yoke which, for ſo 
long a Time, has been inſupportable to them? 

'Tis not only by indirect Means that the Court 
of Kume contributes, without knowing it, to pro- 
pagate the Proteſtant Religion, but ſometimes even 
voluntarily. The perſonal Intereſts of the Pon- 
tiffs ſometimes prevail over the Obligations and 


Duties of their Rank. Several of them have pub- 


Vor. III. H lickly 
* Racine, in the Tragedy of M#hridater, Act III. Scene J. 
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lickly favour'd the Reformed. Innocent XI. was 
partly the Cauſe of Popery's being abolith'd in 
Eugland, and of the Baniſhment of King James. 

Had two or three Pontiffs the ſame domeſtick 
and political Intereſts as this had, what would be- 
come of Popery, it the Proteſtants knew how to 
make the proper Ule of their Advantages? They 
fairly own thoſe which the Hatred of the Pope, 
but now mention'd, againſt France procur'd them. 
« The King (ſays ar Author of their Communion *) 
etter to the Cardinal d*Ezrees, which 
„ was Communicated to the Cardinals, wherein 
© he complained of the Pope's Conduct, and took 
4 particular Notice of. the Prejudice that Europe 
« and the Church might ſuffer for what he had 
already done to the Cardinal de Furſtemberg. To 
this Partiality he attributed the Intrigues carried 
„on againit King James, in favour of the Prote- 
This Letter, diſpers'd in 
& Rome, Was perhaps a new Motive which indu- 
©« ced the Pope to favour more and more Clement 
« of Bavaria, in prejudice of Cardinal de Furſtem— 
« berg. Now, by the Excluſion of this Eminence, 
« he took an ample Revenge of all the Affronts 
„ he had met with, by depriving the King of France 
«© of the Advantage of being the Arbiter of Peace 
« and War, and tound Means to embroil him with 
« almoſt all Europe. He quickly ſaw the Effect 
of this Conduct; and though he did not long 
++ ſurvive this dreadful Revenge, yet he lived long 
enough to have the Joy of ſeeing France attack'd 
« by 10 many Enemies, that, according to the ge- 
4 ncral Opinion, ſhe muſt have ſunk, as into an 
„ Abyls, the very firſt Campaign.“ 

After reflecting on the Conduct of Innocent XI. 
pray examine that of Seætus Quintus, who declared 
aimſelf openly in the Intereſts of Heury IV. and 

| Elizabeth, 
Hase's Hiſt. Did, the Article of Innocent XI. 
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Elizabeth, to the Prejudice of Philip II. and thon'lt 
be perſuaded, that 'tis not impoſſible but that the 
: Proteſtants may not only be obliged to the Roman 
Pontiffs for their Preſervation, but likewiſe for 
their Aggrandiſement. 
Farewel, my Friend; I long to hear from thee. 
nn, 
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LETTER CXIV. 


IS AAC Onis ro AARON MoNCECA. 


8 


INCE my laſt Letter I've made ſome new Re- 
0 flections upon the Changes that may happen 
in Naz areniſm, and I flatter myſelt to have 
diſcover'd new Reaſons that very much favour my 
Opinion. The Love that the Laity have for the 
Sciences, the Contempt into which Scholaſtick Phi- 
loſophy is fallen, as alſo the Monks, formerly the 
ſole Depoſitaries of Books and MSS. all theſe 
Things concur unanimouſly to the Deſtruction of 
the Credit of Rome. 

'T was by the Favour of Ignorance and Superſti— 
tion that the Roman Pontiffs eſtabliſh'd their Power; 
and the blind People reſpectfully kiſs'd the Chains 

that held them faſt : But now the Mask is dropp'd, 
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and Fruth holds up her Head. The Laity, ſen- 


ſible of the Weakneſs of their Forefathers, will 
take care not to be bubbled by the Prieſts and 
Monks as they were. The firſt Inſtant in which 
7 Ignorance began to loſe its Prerogative, may be 
= H 2 look'd 
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look'd upon as the fatal Moment wherein it was te 
ordain'd by Heaven, that the Court of Rome ſhould v 
be humbled. Since the People have made uſe of h. 
the Talents which the Divine Being beſtows upon e. 
all Mankind, and have conceived, that, the Un- þ 
derſtanding being the moſt glorious Appannage of la 
the human Nature, 'twas preferring the State of P. 
Beaſts to that of Men not to cultivate the Scien- m 
ces; Superſtition, the Power of the Pontiffs, ang H 
the Tricks of their Agents, loſe Credit every Day. 
Men, now on their Guard again(t the Stratagems m 
formerly employ'd to deceive them, are not now to fo 
be ſo eaſily led by the Noſe. Before they'll admit in 
of an Opinion, they muſt have Time to examine be 
it; and it often happens that they reject it, as be- is 
ing contrary to the Rules of Reaſon and Equity. th 
In former Ages, a Pontiff authoris'd his Paſſions * 

under the Veil of Religion, and the People look'd ha 
upon them as the Effects of a pious Zeal. Hilde- ac 
brand obliged the Emperor Henry IV. to appear of 
before him, after a Week of Faſting and Impriſon- Pr 


ment, in the humble Attitude of a Malefactor. But e 
now-a-days the Writings of a Pontiff that happen 7: 
to contain any thing injurious either to the Perſon 2} of 

or Memory of Sovereigns, are ſtigmatiz'd, and eon? 
demn'd to the Flames. 1 leg 
Remark, my Friend, that the Power of Rom. Re 
has fallen quicker or ſlower, as the Sciences have du 
been more or leſs cultivated by the Laity. In for- dio 
mer 1 imes, when ſome began already to be diſ- do 
| tinguiſhed by their Learning, Boniface VIII. would its 
i tain have imitated Hildebrand; but he miſcarried in ſui 


his Projects. Philip the Fair mortify'd him upon Pe 
fundry Occafions, and made his Embaſſador inſult 7 of 
the Pontifical Throne. When the Belles Lettres but 
gain'd freſh Vigour under Francis I. and all Europe tai 
* began to cultivate them, the Emperor Charles V. ha 
added Contempt to Inſult; for he order'd Prayers the 
o 


> Heads. 
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to God, throughout his Dominions, for the Deli- 


verance of a Pope, at the ſame time that he kept 


him Priſoner at Sr Angelo. At laſt, Lewis XIV. 
carried Matters further than any other Monarch, 
by cauſing to be erected in the Middle of Rowe a 


E laſting Monument of the Abaſement of the man 
Pontiffs; and, by building a Pyramid, reveng'd the 


many Inſults made upon the Honour of Crown'd 


"The Sovereigns, nevertheleſs, who thus cruelly 


mortified the Pontiffs, pretended to be very zealous 
for Nazareniſm. Judge then what other Sovercigns 
might be capable of doing againſt Popery who ſhould 
be perſuaded, that the Power of the Court of Rowe 
is directly contrary to the fundamental Points of 
the Nazarene Religion. 


Since it is to the Return of Sciences that Princes 


have been obliged for the Right which they have 
acquired of detending themſelves againſt the Inſults 
2 of the Clergy, it may be laid down as a certain 
Principle, That the more Iaſight the People get, the 
more the Phantom of Popery vaniſhes, and, in a ſhort 
Time, will make no Impreſſion but upon the Minds 
F of filly Women aud Idiots. . 


Formerly, a Diſpenſation from the Oath of Al - 


llegiance by the Pontiffs, was a lawful Motive of 
Rebellion in the moſt peaceful States. The cre- 
dulous Nazarexes imagin'd, that a Kingdom inter- 
2 dicted, and a King excommunicated, would draw 
down Thunder; and that Heaven would dart alt 
its Bolts upon wretched Mortals that were ſo pre- 
2 ſumptious as to reſiſt God's Vicegerent: But now, 
People are not only perſuaded, that the Thunder 
of the Vatican did never hurt any Man's Health, 


but even the French, and many other Nations, main- 
tain, with great Warmth, that the Roman Pontiffs 
have no Right to excommunicate Kings. Were 
they to attempt, now-a-days, what they have 
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done in Ages paſt with ſo much Eaſe and Succeſs, 
the Subjects, without the Princes ſeeming to take 
part themſelves in the Offence, would infalibly 
puniſh the Temerity of the Rowan Court. 

« If it had happen'd ( ſays Paſquier *) that the 


<« Pope, out of Spite, ſhould lay the King and his 
Kingdom under an Interdict, in order to throw 


« it open to the firſt Occupier, though we were at 
Liberty to appeal from him to a future Council; 
<« yet, without involving ourſelves in Preplexities, 
« and making choice of the ſhorteſt Way, the Ap- 
„ peal on Incroachment or Abuſe would do the 
« Bufineſs, this being an Undertaking, not only 
e againſt the ſacred Decrees, but alſo againſt the 
« expreſs Word of God, which is ſtronger, and 
ce by which he declares, That the Spiritual Furiſ- 
« diction ſhall have no Power over the Temporal. 
&« To make ſhort of the Matter, we may, by theſe 
«© Models, be arm'd againſt all Incroachments that 
« may be made by the Court of Rome, not only 
« againſt the King, but even inferior Perfons, more- 
& over againſt the Diſpenſations themſelves, when 
« jt appears, that, through ſuperſtitious PraQices, 


the Holy See has been impoſed-upon, and that 
4 they redound more to the Deſtruction than Edi-- 
« fication of the Church; ozherwiſe (ſays Gerſon) 
« ig not uſing the Fullneſs of Power, but fully abu- 


« fing its Power.” 


In my Opinion it would have been dangerous, 
I don't ſay to a petty Prince, but even to a for- 
midable Sovereign, to have explain'd himſelf as 


Paſquier did in the Pontificate of Hildebrand; and, 


at this preſent Time, a mere private Man makes 


nothing of publickly declaring his I'houghts. The 
Magiſtrates go further, for they authoriſe them; 
and there's not a ſingle Counſellor of the Parlia- 


ment but has a hundred Times more Power over 


„ the 
* * Recherches de Ia France, Lib, II. Cap. XXXIV. rag. 28, | 


81 


; the Court of Rome than the Emperor Heury IV. 
It muſt therefore be allow'd, that, from the Reign 


b Power of Popery is, at leait, as much diminiſh'd 
as there is Dilproportion betwixt the Credit of a 
 * ſimple Judge and that of a Sovereign. 


7 Diſputes from the Knowledge of the Laity, the 
different Factions, which now divide Frazce, wou'd 
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of that unfortunate Monarch, to this Time, the 


I own, that there are certain Junctures in which 


: the Power of the Roman Pontiffs ſeems to gather 
Strength, and throws out Sparks which make ; 
People afraid of a Fire not yet extinguiſh'd,, and h 


which, by being latent under the Aſhes, 1s the more 


2: dreadful; but theſe tranſient Blazes are the laſt Ef- | 
2 forts of a Fire which, having no more Matter to j| 
> confume, extinguiſhes for want of Nouriſhment, jg 
> Superitition and Ignorance being the only Com- 
buſtibles that kept it alive. All the Efforts of the 
> Tools of Kome will be of no Uſe. They cannot | 
> keep up a Building whoſe Foundation is ſhaken ; 4 
ſo that tis ready to tumble with the leaſt Shock. 
The Beams with which they prop it only delay its 
Fall a little longer. The Divitions and Diſtur- | 
bances which the Jeſuites have cauſed in France for 1 
many Vears, are more prejudicial than favourable it 
to Popery. The Diſputes upon the Roman Pon- ib 
> tift's Authority ſerve only to open Peoples Eyes ig 
the more, and conſequently to deſtroy it; for there 1 
are ſome Things that ſuffer by being look'd into, Cal 
> which is juſt the Caſe with the Court of Rome; 1k 
and it never happen'd but that, when the Tran- 
> factions of that Court were div'd into, they loſt 
by theEnquiry. Had it never endeavour'd to force 


that Conſtitution, which makes ſo. much Noiſe at 
this Time, and had always kept the Theological 


only be compoſed of a few hat headed Clergymen, 
actuated by a Spirit of Contradiction. But they 
were reſolved to draw the People into a Quarrel, 


in 
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in which they had no manner of Concern. The 


Pontiffs really believ'd that they ſhould find Dupes 


among them always ready to adopt their Whim- 
ſies. To render the Janſeniſts odious, they at- 
tempted to reſtrain private Men from having any 
Correſpondence with thoſe who they ſaid main- 
tain'd Errors. The Freach, accuſtom'd not to be- 
lieve the Court of Rome any more upon its Word, 
have examin'd whether what they told were true ; 


and this Enquiry has had a quite different Effect 


from what the Pontiffs expected. Three Fourths 
of the Kingdom have embraced the Opinions which 
were condemn'd, and on which the Groſs of the 
People wou'd not; have thought, had they not been 
inſpir'd with a Curioſity to know them. 
\ The Movements which the Creatures of Rome 
actually give themſelves to remedy theſe Evils are 
to no Purpoſe. They will, *tis true, be able, for 
ſome I ime, to humble theſe new Enemies of the 
Pontiffs, but they are too numerous to be deſtroy— 
ed. When they have recover'd freſh Strength, and 
repair'd the Damage they have ſuſtain'd, ſooner or 
later they will come again upon the Stage with 
more Aſſurance and Intrepidity than before; if not 
under the ſame Name and Standard, they will ſtill 
be conducted by the ſame Spirit. I'll allow that, 
in ten Years Time, Fanſeniſm may be deſtroy'd in 
Paris, yet two Centuries would not ſuffice to di- 
miniſh the Hatred which its Inhabitants have con- 
ceived againſt the Pontifts, And who can tell but, 
ſome Time or other, this Hatred may be authori- 
ſed by the Sovereign. What's neceſſary to render 
the King of France an Enemy to the Court of Rome? 
A ſlight Quarrel with that Court, a Favour de- 
ny'd which ought to have been granted. Love, 
in ſhort, that Deity that ſurmounts all Obſtacles, 
may, in a Moment, deſtroy thoſe who ſeem to 
oppole a Separation of the Frexch from the 8 
. Om 
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© 7 Communion. A Janſeniſt Miſtreſs, or one that | 
'S 2 favours any new Opinion, will bring about, in an 


- 2» Inſtant, what could not be accompliſh'd in ſeveral 0 
Ages. Obſerve, my Friend, that almoſt all the | 
Y 2? newSetRts are obliged to the Women for their Ag- 
- 2? grandiſement. What Obligations had the Prote- 
-” 7 ſtant Religion to Queen Margaret? What Advan- 
„ tage did it not reap from Henry VIII.'s Quarrels 
with the Court of Rome about Aune of Bullen? 
t Who knows but that, in a hundred Years hence, 0 
odr ſooner, ſome French Lady, Favourite of her 0 
n King, and a Stickler for the new Opinions, may 10 
not be the Cauſe of the ſame Revolution in France ll 
nas we have ſeen happen in fo many different Coun- g 
tries? When ſuch Things were leaſt expected, and 4 
Affairs were ſuppoſed to be in the moſt peaceable ® 
and ſecure State, who would have thought that the 
2» ſame Herry VIII. (who, not fatisfied to defend 4 
&© 2 Popery by his Royal Authority, but alfo, in the | 
© = CharaGQter of a private Man, took up the Pen and i! 
4 turn'd Author) would afterwards have been the F 
r 2 moſt crnel Enemy of Popery, and fet his Kingdom 
for ever free from the Authority of the Pontiffs? iy 
to 2 Farewel, my Friend, may thou ever be content "21 
| 2 and happy. | [ 
, Cairo, . . 
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LETTER CXV. 


AARON MoNCECA zo IS AAC ONnis. 


Was not a little ſurpriſed, my dear Tſaac, to 

[| find Feremiah Plozſi at Berlin, on my Arrival 
there: Thou knew him for many Years at 
Conſtantinople, which Place the Death of his Fa- 
ther obliged him to leave, and to come to Ger- 
many. He has loſt a Part of his Eſtate, which has 
been retain'd under Pretence of ſome imaginary 
Malverſations, whereof he ſtood accuſed, in the 
Direction of a rich Gentleman's Affairs, whoſe 
Steward he was. This is a pretty common Trick 
in this Country, where the Expedient is very often 
made uſe of to take an Advantage of the .— 
and Toil of ſome unhappy Iſrael:te. 
Jeremiah Plozfi has ſhew'd me all that's remark- 
able at Berlin. This City holds a diſtinguiſh'd Rank 
among the fine Towns of Exrope; its Streets are 
ſpacious and airy ; the Houſes are well built, and 
of a good Taſte, and their Uniformity ſets off the 
Architecture. The Royal Palace is extremely mag- 
nificent, though not entirely finiſh'd. The Sub- 
urbs vie with the City for Beauty and Grandeur, 
particularly that of Frederickftadt, which ſurpaſſes 
all the reſt, the Streets being as ſtraight as a Line, 
and of a conſiderable Length. 
'The Inhabitants of this Country, in general, re- 
ſemble the other Germans as to their Manners. 
They are frank, Men of Honour, brave * 
| all 


„ 


bol is. 
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and incapable of Prepoſleflion for one Nation more 
than another. I hey eiteem Merit where ever it 
is to be found; and they can, with as much Free- 
dom, praiſe a Stranger as one of their own Coun- 


> trymen, where they deferve equally. They look 
upon all Men as form'd of the ſame Clay, and 
believe, very juſtly too, that to think, reflect, judge, 
and to draw Conſequences, is the Privilege of every 
rational Being; and that Men of Senſe ought to 
make their Advantage of every thing that's good 
in any Nation, without being ſo filly as to reject 
an excellent T hing, o or to criticiſe it, becauſe it was 
done on this or t'other Side the Rhine. They leave 
the Eugliſh in Poſſeſſion of that ridiculous Fancy, 
that a Man born at Dover is much preferrable to 
another born at Calais. 

> The Germans are the Anceſtors of the Rrthch! 
ho are, perhaps, -obliged to them for {ome Part 
of what is good in their Manners. I have ſeen 
more than one of this Opinion at Paris; and I'm 


Dt. What's very particular, is the Sympathy there 
ore was between the French and German Na- 
tions, notwithſtanding the bloody Wars in which 
1 their Princes engag'd them. They fought more 
out of Honour than Animoſity; and when Peace 
put an End to their Quarrels, they imitated Homer's 
Heroes, and gave each other mutual Proofs of the 
reciprocal Eſteem they had for one another. 

> The Germans are not inſenſible of the good Re- 


heir learn'd Men have given publick Teſtimonies 


The 


dee how M. Wallin expreſſes himſelf in a Work, intitled, 
utetia Pariſiorum erudita, printed in 1722, at Nuremberg. In- 

1 $7 mus omnium quos terra unquam produxit hominum forem, niſt, 
u verum fit de Gallia, ſive eam togatam, ſive ſagatam, ſive eti- 
an 


perſuaded, that there are more for it than againſt 


ception they meet with in France, and ſeveral of 
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The eſtabliſh'd Religion at Berlin is Lutheran, 


Calviniſm is alſo profeſs'd there, but *tis not the 


Religion that bears Sway. A Part of Germany ſe- 
parated a little above two hundred Years ago from 
the Communion of the Nazareze Papiſts. A cer- 
tain Monk *, a Man of great Abilities, having re- 
ceived ſome Diſpleaſure from the Court of Roe, 

ave it this fatal Blow; and the Diviſion which 

appen'd at that Time between ſeveral Princes of 
the Empire very much favour'd him, other wiſe he 


would never have accompliſh'd his Defigns; and . 
all his Eloquence would have perhaps been of no 


other Service than to draw upon him the Fate of 
Savonarola g, which happen'd ſome Years before. 

The Germans honeſtly believe what they were 
taught in their Youth, and don't trouble their Head; 
with enquiring whether the Doctrines of their Re- 
ligion be true or falſe. They leave it to the French 
to perplex their Brains with uſeleſs Diſputes ; and 
if they have abandon'd the Rowſ Communion, 
they have been forced to it by the Monks, whoſ: 


Inſolence was not to be bore even by German good 


Nature. 14 5 5 

They who aſcribe the Change of the Germans to 
the Learning and Subtilty of their Divines, know 
little of that Nation not to be perſuaded by Sy]: 
logilms : Beſides, in the Beginning of the Troubles 
on account of the Nazarene Religion, the People 


were 


am ſacram, confidero, dicerem, nihil ed ipſa dari elegantius, & ſoc | 
ati hominuim civili gratius. i. e. I ſhould be the moſt ungrateſul 
Man that ever the Earth bred, if I did not declare the Tru 


of what 1 know concerning France, whether as to the Gentlc- 
men of the long Robe, or of the Sword, or its Clergy, vis. 


that there is not a Nation in the World more polite, and bet- i 


ter turn'd for Civil Society. - 
* Luther, 


A Friar of the Order of St Dominic, who was hang'd with 3 
a Couple of his Comrades at Florence, in the Year 1498. fo! Þ 


having preach'd againſt the Irregulaxities of the Court of Rv 
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„ were ſo ignorant, that Learning was to them of 


he no Uſe. 

The Learn'd in Germany have publiſh'd ſeveral 
m © elaborate Pieces, that abound with Things both cu- 
r- tious and uſeful, but ſo volumnious, that it were 
e- to be wiſh'd, to render them more uſeful, they 
ze, were caſt into a Crucible and refin'd; by which 
ch Means what's good might be ſeparated from the 
of 27 Droſs, which diminiſhes the Value of the true Me- 
he tal with which it is mix'd. 

nd There are, however, great Men in this Country, 
no and the Univerſities abound with very good Civi- 
of lians and able Phyſicians. The famous Pxffer- 
e. dorf, Author of the Law of Nature and Nations, 
ere and. of ſeveral other Works, deſerves to be rank'd 
ad; in the firſt Claſs of learn'd Men, and to be con- 
Re- ſider'd as the Rival of the illuſtrious Grotius. 

ch The Germans have alſo ſeveral good Hiſtorians. 
and ©Tis true, their Stile is ſometimes prolix, looſe, 


on, and by conſequence languid. The too great Cre- 
oſs dit that they give to certain foreign Authors, in- 
od volves them alſo in another Error, and hinders 

their diſcovering I'ruth from Falſhood, eſpecially 
5 to when they treat of any other State but their own. 


ow The German Sincerity cannot imagine how *tis 
Gy!- poſſible for an Hiſtorian to lie in the Face of the 
whole World. It were therefore to be wiſh'd, that 
ople ſome good Friend would charitably admoniſh them 
not to truſt. to the Spanifo, Italian, Engliſh, or 
French Writers, till they have duly conſider'd what 
b., Degree of Credit they deſerve. 
Il would have them, for Inſtance, to rely a good 
ruth deal upon Thuauut, pretty much upon Mezeray, a 
entlc- Wittle upon Daniel, but not at all upon Maimbourg 
iber PndVarillas, and leſs, if it was poſſible, upon Jou- 
venuci; that, of all the Italians, they would truſt 


none but Fra Paolo; and that, to form themſelves 
4 with 8 


s. oo f Vor. III. I bila, 


„ * 
Rove ” © 
9 


o the Majeſty of Hiſtory, they would read Da- 
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vila, an excellent Author had there neither been 
Pontiffs nor hy by ition, and had he always obſfer- 
ved Truth, as he did the Clearneſs of St le, and 
the Solidity of Reflections. I would have them 
read all the Spauiſg Hittorians, when they treat of 
Things done in their own Country ;. as the Works 
of Monks, who have wrote the Afinals of their 
Convents. With ſome every thing is Prodigy, i; 
marvellous; with others every thing is a Miracle, 
every thing an Act of Sancti). The Eugliſb, why 
are not ſo grave, to outward Appearance, as the 
Spaniards, but every whit as conceited, Have a * 
Number of Orators, but not one Hiſtorian. hey 
are ſo infatuated with their own dear ſelves, and 
not only ſo prejudiced againſt foreign Nations, but 

even know not how to do themſelves Juſtice, ſo 


far are they always blinded by a Spirit of Party. A 


Jacobite Hiſtorian places Mary Stewart among the 
greateſt Nazarene Saints, and does not fcruple t. 
ace her upon a very high Throne in Heaven. A 

55 ”7hig Hiſtorian, on the contrary, after having pub- 

lickly accuſed her of Debauchery, Adultery and 

Murder, fends her, without Ceremony, to thc 


joweſt Pit in Hell. A Frenchman has wrote the $ 


Hiſtory of England, and has done it fo candid!y, 
that the Eugliſb have been forced to allow that it 
is the beſt extant; Which is certainly very much to 
the Honour of the French Writers: But, unfortu- 
nately, this Sort of Friumph has thet with a ſud- 


den Stop, by the Death of Rapin Thoiras before the 


Work was finiſh'd; and other Frenchmerthaveradd- 


ed ſuch a pitiful Sequel to it, that they have done 


their own Nation as much Viſhonoyr as the for- 
mer had done it Honour. 175 


Among the ancient German Autbers, Seid 3 


{tands in a very diſtingujſh'd Rank. He wrote th: 
Hiſtory of the State of Religion, and of the 3 
lick, under Charles V. The German Papilts, *t 

: "Big 
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true, don't-eſteem this Work ſo much as. the Ger” 
man Lutherant; however, they do it Juſtice, and 
is generally. approu d). 

Among the Moderns, Hubner has wrote almoſt 
as many Volumes as Gregorio Lets; but he's of 


more Uſe than that volumnious HLalian, to whom. 


the illuſtrious Bayle has ingeniouſly apply'd that 
2 Verſe of Virgil: 2 


Tam ficti pravique tenax, quam nuntia veri “. 


Wbatever Talent Hubner had, be was liable to 
thoſe Faults that are common to his Nation. 
Sometimes he falls into tedious and impertinent 
2 Narrations. His too great Confidence, without 
Dittinction, in foreign Authors, has hinder'd him 
ſtom being ſo exact as he might have been, had he 


which all Compilers have ſplit. _ 

* CSeckendorf is a great Man: He has wrote with a 
great deal of Strength, Probity, Candour and Im- 
partiality, but he's too prolix, and too diffuſe. 
2 Bayle, writing to one of his Friends, gives this 
Character of him. M. de Seckengorf's Anſwer 
t to the Latheraniſm of Maimbourg has been print- 
ed in two large Volumes in Folio. Tis a cuti- 
*Z<.ous Work, but extremely tedious. The Title 


Jof it runs, Commentarius, hiſtoricus & apologe- 


e zicus, de Lutheraniſmo adverſus Maimburgium, 
e ccc. | As; | | | 


The German Genius, in general,not very ſprightly, 


and their Language, more proper for Tracts of 


Learning and Morality. than Pieces of Eloquence 


and Poetry, ſeem to form an Obſtacle againſt their 


baving a great Number of Orators and Poets a- 
mong them; nevertheleſs ſome they have. The 
beſt of thoſe are Saxoxs, if we except one Brocks, 
7 os 1: a Ham- 

* See Dryden's Tranſlation. 1 Bayle's Letters, Tom. I. P. 3 64. 


2 uled more Precaution. But that's the Rock on 
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a Hamburgher, who paſles for an excellent Au- 
thor. The Germans ſay, that the Compoſitions of 
theſe Poets are good and harmonious, but they 


them. | | 

The firſt is founded upon the Authority of Ari. 
Notle, who, being born in a hot Country, imagin'd 
that the Genius of Men that lived in cold Coun- 
tries could not be ſuſceptible of much Fire; but 
ſince Experience has fhewn us, for ſome time paſt, 
that the Authority of honeſt Ariſtotle was very 
weak, and that the Nazarezes do no more look 
upon his Sentiments as Articles of Faith, this 

Prejudice may be look'd upon as very falſe. 
The ſecond is founded upon the poor Figure 
Uh! their Poets make in Europe. As to this, it ſeems 
i to be reaſonable: For though an Author writes in 
a Language peculiar to his Nation, yet if he's of 
diſtinguiſh'd Merit, he is quickly tranflated into al! 
10 Languages, and becomes common to all Europe. 
F Petrarch, Arioſto, Taſſo, Guarini *, &c. are tran: 
4 lated into French, Spaniſh, Engliſp, &c. Milton"; 
Paradiſe loft, and ſeveral Works of Pope }, ate 
tranſlated almoſt into as many Languages. All 
the Univerſe, by the Means of the many Tranſls 
tions, is Maſter of the fine Pieces of Corneille 
and Racrze, and the Audromache of the latter has 
been tranſlated by the moſt famous modern Italian 

Poet. . 
I know no German Poem that has made any Fi- 
gure in Europe; and] doubt if ever there was one 


either the Germans have not ſo good Poets as they 
imagine, or that they perceive Beauties in their 
Works which none but Germans can perceive. In 
this Caſe the German Poems would be a kind ot 
Taliſman, that had no Virtue but conditionally. 
Charles 


* Italian Poets. t Engliſh Poets. 


have two ancient and powerful Prejudices againſt 


tranſlated. This would make me ſuſpect that 


2 Jacon' BRIT O 7 


do with all the Ceremonial of the ancient Court 
3 Etiquette or Ceremony. | nes, 
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> Charles V. thou knoweſt, was heard to ſay, that 
he would pray in Spauiſb, court his Miſtreſs in [- 
taliau, ſpeak to his Friend in French, and to his 


> Horſe in High Dutch; which is but a bad Enco- 
mium on the Harmony and Softneſs of German 
2 Verſes. The Muſes are ſhy of a Language whoſe 


2 Roughneſs ſhocks them. But as there is no Lan- 
> guage that is not capable of a ſoft and agreeable 


3 Cadence, when 'tis well expreſs'd, I ſhould be apt 


to think that the Fault of the German Poems is 
? owing rather to the Poets than the Language. 
Some Nations excel more than others in certain 
Sciences. The Germans, indeed, are eminent far 
their Skill in the Law of Nations, Politicks, Lite- 
ratute and ' Philoſophy ; aud Leibnitz alone is 
worth a hundred Poets in the Repablick of Lei- 
Weers. © HERES GET SORT a EEG 1 EY bh 

7 Farewel, my dear Iſaac, live content and happy. 
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1 Monks. earcy, on their Gallantries here, 1 
. hall now endeavour to inform thee how 
the Gentlemen treat their Miſtreſſes, which then 
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Before a Don dares preſume to declare his Pal- 
ſion, he mult dance Attendance for ſeven or eight 
Months under his Miſtreſs's Windows, and en- 
deavour to gain her Eſteem and Favour by Abun- 
dance of Serenades. He mult be ſure to go regu- 
larly to the Churches which his Fair One tre- 
quents; and, laſt of all, he mult laſh himſelf de- 
voutly under her Windows, if Opportunity pre- 
ents, and his Miſtreſs happens to be a, Spectatot 
of the Proceſſions made by the Nazarenes about 
the End of Lex. e 

When a Spaztard thinks, that, by all theſe Ex. 
travagancies, he has made ſome Impreſſion upon 
the Heart of the Perſon he makes Love to, he 
ventures to ſend a Billet-doux by ſome old Dxe- 
nua, whom he takes care to ſecure in his Intereſt; 


bimſelf the happieſt Man alive. Then he begins 
to converſe with his Miſtreſs by Signs in the Walks 


marry'd, when ſhe is directly ſhut up, and he more 
or leſs jealous as ſhe has been more or leſs cruel, 
the Happineſs and Tranquillity of a Wife com- 
monly depending on the bad Treatment and Ri- 
gours ſhe made him ſuffer while a Lover. The 
haughty Doz Sancho's and Don Pedro's can't con- 
ceive how any other Mortal can eaſily obtain Fa- 
vours, when it coſt him ſo much Pains to be hap- 
py: Their Self-love is to them a ſure Guarantee 
of the Virtue and Fidelity of their Wives. 
Several Authors have call'd this Country the 
Centre of Gallantry ; but I can't think there's any 
Nation where it is leſs known, except a Medley 


without being a Fool and a Madman. _ 


„„ „ The Dama is a fort of Goyernels, 


and at Church, and this continues till they are 
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and if he's favour'd with an Anſwer, he thinks 


of Follies may paſs for pretty Ways, and unleſs 2 
it be granted that a Man cannot be a tender Lover 
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Let Men cry up the Diſcretion and Conſtancy 


of Spaniards as much as they pleaſe, all theſe pre- 
tended Virtues are blended with ſo many ridicu- 


lous Follies, that one mult be accuſtom'd to them 


: not to look upon them with more Contempt than 
the Petulancy and Giddineſs of a French Petit- 
Maitres. | 


I am of Opinion, that out of a Spaniard and a 


4 Frenchman together, might be form'd a tolerable 
Lover, though ſeparately they are far from being 
ſo when they are in Love. Let this be as it will, 


I'd rather fee People laughing, ſinging, dancing, 


and playing the Fool, than to hear them continu- 
ally goaning, ſighing and lamenting. Cupid de- 
lights in Sports and Paſtimes, but Conſtraint ren- 
ders him moroſe and cruel: So fee we, in this 
Country, that the jealous Temper of the 2 
is drove, by Melancholy, to ſurpriſing E 

The Women themſelves are guilty of this Fault, 
and their Paſſion renders them capable of the great- 


xcelles. 


eſt Crimes. They are as jealous as the Men: And 


| Love, in Spain, is rather what we may call a hor- 
2 rible Frenzy, than an agreeable Paſſion, to which 


Mankind are ſubjected with a View to their Hap- 


Towards the Cloſe of the laſt Century, the 


3 Marquis 4 Aftorgas, of the Oſorio Family, Grand 
> Mater of the 8 a 5 


ueen's Houſhold, had married a 
Lady extremely jealous of him, which did not, 
however, hinder his being in Love with a young 
Perſon of extraordinary Beauty. The Marchio- 
neſs, enraged to be ſo rival'd, reſolved' to be re- 
venged, and, with that Deſign, went to her Ri- 
val's Houſe with a good Attendance, kill'd her, 
tore out her Heart, made a Ragoo of it, and pre- 
ſented it in a Diſh to her Husband, who had no 


ſooner taſted it, but ſhe ask'd him how he lik'd it. 


*Tis very good, ſaid he. I don't wonder at it, ſaid 
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me, tis the Heart of that Miſtrefs whom you was 
ſo fond of. Immediately ſhe drew out the Head. 
all bloody, which ſhe had conceal'd under her 
Hoop, and roll'd it upon the Table where he was 
fitting with his Friends. Tis eaſy to judge what 
a ſhocking Sight this muſt be to him. She fled to 
a Convent, where ſhe became mad with Rage and 
Jealouſy, and there ended her Days. The Afflic- 
tion of the unfortunate Marquis was ſo great, that 
it had like to have drove him into Deſpair *. _. 
A Story ſo ſurpriſing as this could ſcarce meet 
with: Credit, were not the Perſons. concern'd 
known to all Karope; and Poſterity will be aſto- 
niſh'd to ſee the Fact ſet out in all is Circum- 
ſtan ces by the Authors of this Time. 
Jealonſy occaſtons Murders and Aſſaffinations 
in Spain every Day. . Poiſon is the ordinary Means 
to get rid of Rivals of either Sen; and the Women 
ordinarily carry this dangerous Paſſion to a greater 
Length than the Men. But however. violent the 
zealous Temper of the Spaniards may be, tis leſs 
owing to a Tenderneſs in Love, than to the Vanity 
'and-Self-conceit which forms the principal Cha- 
Thcter of that Nation. The-Z:akans are only jea- 
lous from Conſtitution, but the Spauiards join Pride 
To Conſtitution. Though they had but very little 
Love for their Wives and Miſtreſſes, they would 


not hate their Rivals lels. It is an unpardonable 


Crime with them, to pretend to ſay, that any body 
is more deferving. than themſelves; fo that a Rival 
is always guilty by being prefer d, and a Miftreſs 
by — ſuch Preference. 

5 Wee to make Chace of a Miſtreſs, 1 ſhould 
,wilh her to have the Sprightlineſs of the Spaniſ 
Lady, the Gaiety of the Italiau, and the Freedom 
of the French. Theſe Qualities united, would 
-abſorbe what there 1 is too men of in one. 11ook 


Memoirs of the Court of W Ge, Tom. I. VP 137. 
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upon Love to be like Tartar Emetick, in its own 


5 Nature, Poiſon, but may be ſo alleviated as to 


render it an uſeful Medicine. Happy the Lovers 


who know the juſt Preparation of this agreeable 
Remedy. Lovers in this Country enjoy an agree- 


able Privilege, by virtue of the Deciſions of an Aſ- 
ſembly of Nazarene Pontiffs, held near 200 Years 


ago *: They may marry without the Conſent of 


their Parents; a Practice directly contrary to the 


Laws and Cuſtoms of France: Conſequently the 
Fathers in this Country are never ſure who will 


de the Husbands of their Daughters; for there are 


* ſeveral who, without any Ceremony, go with their 


Lover to the Prieſt, receive the Nuptial Benedic- 


tion, and laugh at their Fathers and Mothers, who 
2 can neither maltreat nor hinder them from living 


J with the Man they have choſe for their Husband. 


The Afﬀembly of the Pontiffs, which decided 


3 that the Conſent of the Father was not neceſlary 


to Marriage, went upon the Principle, that ſuch 
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Union only conſiſted zz the free and voluntary Con- 
ſent of the two Parties F. It forbid all Attempts 
to diſſolve Marriage, as is the Practice in France, 
and declared for a literal Adherence to the Maxim 


of their Sovereign Legiſlator, which commands 
them not to put aſunder, on any Pretence whatſo- 
ever, thoſe whom God had join'd together F. And 
that this Law might be ſtrictly obſery'd, the ſame 


Aſſembly pronounced an Anathema not only againſt 
the ſecular Judges who ſhould take Cognizance of 
the Incidents and Diſputes that might ariſe con- 
cerning the Celebration of Marriages, but even a- 
gainſt thoſe who ſhoyld preſume to think that ſuch 


* The Council of Trent, 8 5 
Matrimonium eft conſenſus partium liber & voluntarius. conci- 


lium Tridentium. 


t Quod ergo Deus conjunxit home nen ſeparet, Matth. xix. 6. 


M,tters 
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Matters do not regard the Eccleſiaſtical Judges 9. 
What's: pretty! odd: is, that ſeveral of the Decrees 


of this Aſſembly, upon which the Faith of, the 
Nazareyes in Spuin is founded; are not at all ad- 
mitted in Frazce. Phe Parliaments have eſtabliſn'd 
4 Diſtinction between Faith and Diſcipline. They 
pretended that this Aſſembly could not decide Mat- 
ters that were not within its Juriſdiction, and, 


which is worſe, to do it in a Manner dire ly con- 


trary to the Privileges of the French Nation, whoſe 
Tribunals, as thou knoweſt very well, diffolve a 
great many Martiages, and declare them void, 
when they have been contracted againſt the Laws 
and Regulations of the Kingdom. . 
There is nothing ſo prudent as the Care of the 
Parliaments' to maintain their own Prerogatives, 
thoſe of the temporal Judges; and thoſe which Pa- 
rents ought to have over their Children. How 
many Diforders are the Conſequence of this im- 


prudent Indulgence granted to the latter; of marry- 


ing without the Conſent of the former? Is it not 
paving the Way to Confuſion and Diſturbance?! 
Is it not ſetting Children free from that Submil- 
ſion which they owe to thoſe who have given 
them Life, a Thing ſo much recommended to al] 
the Ancients? God himſelf has expreſly com- 
manded it in his Law. Tis impoſſible for a Child 
that fears and honours its Parents to diſpoſe of it 
ſelf without their Confent, and its plainly negled- 
ing to take their Advice in the moſt important Ac- 
Faß oo | 

The Cuſtom that authorizes Children to marr) 
without conſulting -their Parents, is not only con- 
trary to the Law of Nature, but alſo to the Har- 


mony of Civil Society, in ſo far as it leads them 


to Matches that are by no means ſuitable, or it 
do be md e el 


$ $5 quis-dixerk cauſus matrimonialts new ad judices ecclefiaſtica ſt 


tinere, Anathema fit, Conc. Triden. 
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[ any juſt Proportion What Mitchiets are not to 
be dreaded from a Law that permits young People; 


> tranſported: by the Fury of their Paſſions, to grati- 
2 fy them without any Reſerve? We daily ſee Peo- 


ple advanced in Age give into Extravagancies, by 


* Marriages that either diſhonour or ruin them. 


What will not, therefore, thoſe do, Who are hur- 


7 ry'd on by the Violence of their Conſtitution, and 
2 who-have neither the Experience nor: the Know- 


ledge of the former? Minen HE neut 
Vet none of ithefe Reaſons could prevail with 
the Spaniards. to mie the wiſe-Precaution” of the 
Freuch: They redeived e blindiy, and without Re- 
ſerve, the Decrees of that Pontifical Aſſembly, 
which the athers rejected in Matters ot Diſcipline. 
And therefore is it that every Day ſuch extraordi- 
nary Aduentures happen in this Country, ↄthat the 
4 Saniardi, in :dpite Of their: Prejudice and Super- 
© ftition, are convinced .that the Freuth have adted 
very diſaneetly in fetting Bounds to the Lioentiouſ- 
neſs of Youth, and: in reſerving to ſecular pudges 
the Power of determining in Caſes that regard Ci- 
vil Society. ran. 775 4097): eite 91981 1 1510 
Mie often ſee young Ladies of Diſtinction mar- 
ry'd to Clowns, or their Father's Domeſticks; and 
young Men of Quality not aſham dito match With 
the very Scum of the People.“ Twelve ot four- 
teen Years ago, the Daughter gf che Governor of 
Catalonia made a private Marriage with a young 
Fellow who had been her Father's Page, and not 
worth a Groat. This Governor could not only 


never obtain the Diſſolution of ſo unequal a Mar- 


Zriage, but was even oblig'd to ſuffer his Daughter 


to live with her Husband. 


I think, my Friend; thov?lt ſcarce deny but that 


3 uch Things as theſe abſolutely ruin the good Or- 
der which opght to prevail in a State, aud that 


3 to 
I Count Montemar. 
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to introduce ſuch pernicious Maxims into a Go- 
vernment, is enough to overturn it. It muſt be 


_ allow'd, however, that they are leſs dangerous in 


ain than they would be in any other Country. 

he Pride and Vanity of this Nation being à very 
great Hindrance to unequal Marriages. The proud 
and haughty Don Die gos and Don Rodrigo's are not 
ſo eaſily brought to deſcend from their Rank, and 
they muſt be deſperately in Love to be reduced to 
ſuch an Extremity. 191 
The Women are not ſo ſcrupulous, and there- 
fore give more ceacily into diſnonourable Matche; 
than the Men: They have not ſo much Power to 
reſiſt, though they are every whit as proud; a Fail 
ing common to all that breathe in this Country. 
Even Strangers, when they have reſided any con- 
fiderable Time, contract this il! Habit; and we ſec 
Frenchmen here put on the grave ſedate Air, walk 
with ſtiff and ſolemn Pace, and endeavour to ſpeak 
ſententiouſly : In ſhort, they are more ridiculous 
than the Spaxuzards themſelves; and I can't better 
conclude my Letter, than by applying to them 
that notable Paſlage of one of the moſt celebrated 
French Writers *. Gravity is a Myſtery of the Body, 
invented to couceal the Deſects of the Mind. | 
. Farewel, my dear Mazceca; may the God of gur 
Fathers bleſs thee with his beſt Favours: 


mee, eee, 
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LETTER Cxvli. 


re. AARON MONCECA te IS AAC Onts. 


es 

| : 
o 4 Few Days ago I arriv'd at Hambargh, which 
ul- paſſes for one of the richeſt Cities in Germa- 
ry. ay, becauſe Commerce draws thither Crowds 


of Merchants from all the Corners of Europe. 
The River E/ is not only an Ornament to it, but 
extremely uſeful, beiug navigable to the very Kam- 


eak parts of the Town. | 


dus Te City is well built, and full of very fine 

tr Houſes: Several magnificent Walks adorn it ; and 

em the Beauty of the publick Structures anſwers to 

ted the Wealth of its Inhabitants. 'The Magiſtrates 

dy, have the Government of Affairs Political and Ci- 
vil, and repreſent the Sovereign. 

our Hamburgh is one of thoſe which are call'd I 


perial Cities, and enjoys the Prerogative of keep- 
ing their own Guard, of coining Money, and, ex- 
gepting a certain Acknowledgment to the Empe- 
Kor, has all the Privileges of a free and indepen- 
dent Republick. 

= Of this ſort of Cities there are ſeveral, all very 
jealous of their Privileges, and forming ſo many 
Petty Republicks. However ſmall their Territo- 


try there are more Courts than in all the reſt of 
ER Europe put together; ſo that a Traveller often 


"Ties may be, yet ſtill they are larger than thoſe of 
good many German Princes. In which Coun- 


Vor lll. K paſſes 
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they have ſeveral Gentlemen that attend them by 
way of Courtiers ; but they don't coſt them much, 
The greateſt Expence of theſe Shadows of Sove- 
reigns conſiſt in their Table, which conſumes two 
thirds of their Revenues. 


Flemiſfo Eæcellencies, which conlilts in the ſad Pre- 


who have no more Power over their Vaſſals than 
what the Gentry commonly have in all Countries. 
It were to be wiſh'd, for the Happineſs and TI ran- 
quillity of Germany, that all theſe petty Sovereigns 
were reduced, by the Emperor, to the ſame Pai; 


little T'yrants formerly in their Dominions. 

To live happy in Germany, one mult refide in 
ſome Imperial City, or in the Dominions of the 
Electors, who are Princes as powerful, and even 
formidable, as the others I have juſt now men- 
tioned are weak and inconſiderable. There are ſe- 
veral Electors whoſe Courts are nothing inferio: 


Grandeur and Magniticence. 

Denmark pretends to Prerogatives over the City 
of Hamburgb, which has had ſeveral Diſputes with 
that Crown, and would, perhaps, have Difficulty 


pire protect it as an Imperial City, and oppoſe the 
evil Deſigns of Deamark, I. 
The Burghers and Merchants of this City are 


not 


paſſes through five or fix different Dominions ina 
Day: And yet, as diminutive as theſe Princes are, 


There are as many Higbneſſes in Germany as 
there are Excellencies in Brabant; but the German 
Higbneſſes have a con ſi derable Advantage over the 


rogative of tormenting the Inhabitants of two ot 
three Villages, whom they can behead or hang, if 
the Fancy tak es them; whereas the Excellencies of 
Flanders and Brabant are but ſimple Gentlemen, 


LEE: A 


that the Kings of France reduced the Swarm of 


to thoſe of Kings, and every thing has the Air of © 


enough to defend her Privileges, did not the Em- 


very polite; their Application to Commerce does 
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not take them off from the Duties of tbe Gentle- 
man. They love, and even cultivate, Arts and 
Sciences; and many of them unbend their Minds 
from the Weight of Buſineſs, by the Amuſement 
of good Buoks. They have in this City a good 
Number of Libraries, in which are many curious 
and well choſen Books; and the greatelt Poet that 
ever Germany produced, is an Hamburgber. Many 
are of Opinion that Brocks may be compar'd with 
the beſt of the French Poets: But, in my Opinion, 
this is making a large Stretch. What] wrote thee 
from Berlin about German Poetry is, 1 ſuppole, by 
this Time come to hand. I have not as yet alter'd 


muy Opinion, of not allowing the Germans the 


ſame Rank in Poetry as in Civil Law and Philo- 
ſophy. Every Nation has its peculiar Talents, and 
Heaven would have been partial in its Dillribu- 
tions, if, after having granted a Paffendorf and a 


Leibnitx to the Germans, it had allo produced a 
4 Moliere and a Boileau among them. 


As to Leibnitx, I have heard a particular Anec- 


3 dote of him in this Country. That,illuſtrious Phi- 
> loſopher had a Baſtard, whom he employed as his 
Secretary, and put great Confidence in him. His 


a 1 Name was William Diuniger. Des Cartes was alſo 
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a4 little liable to the Frailties of the Fleſh, for he 
had a Daughter by his Miſtreſs Fraucina, who died 
= young, by which he was diſappointed of the Plea- 
ure of bringing her up, which he regreted migh- 
= tily. TH 
Jam not at all ſcandaliz'd, when I ſee the great- 


eſt of Men liable to little Failings, for, as they 
are Men, 'tis but natural that they have a Trial 
of every thing that appertains to the human Na- 
ture. I even reſpect the Fruit and Iſſue of their 
Frailty. Leibnitz's Baſtard, if he had but reſem- 
bled his Father, wou'd have been dearer to me than 
the lawtul Son of a German Prince, who has no- 


K 2 thing 
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thing to boaſt of but his Deſcent. Nay, further! 
believe I ſhould have preferr'd the Baſtard of the 1 
Philoſopher to the Prince himſelf, had he been az 1 
learn'd, and as virtuous as his Father. t 
This Opinion is not peculiar to me, having t 
been maintain'd by a great many ingenious Men, tl 
« Not long ago, ſays a French Author *, this 2 
« worn out frivolous Queſtion was propoſed ina 
« celebrated Company, vix. which was the great. 
« eft Man in the World, Caeſar, Alexander, Ta. 
„ merlaue, Cromwel, &c.? One of them made 
« Anſwer, that, without Diſpute, Sir Iſaac Neu- 
ton was the greateſt Man: And he certainly 
« was in the right. For if true Greatneſs con- 
« fiſts in having received an extenſive Genius from 
„Heaven, and mak ing uſe of it to enlighten him- 
« ſelf and others, ſuch a Man as Sir 1ſaac Nevuton, 
« who is hardly to be found in ten Centuries, is 
« really that great Man; and thofe Politicians, 
« thoſe Conquerors, of which there have been 
+ fome in all Ages, are commonly but illuſtrious 
« wicked Men.” | 
Nothing can be added to this ſhort Panygerick 
upon Learning, and the good Uſe of it. hat 
is it to me, a Native of France, England, or Hol- 
land, that a German Prince has a ſplendid Court, 
that he keeps a good Fable, has a numerous Train 
of Courtiers and Domeſticks? what am I the bet- 
ter for it? and what Advantage is it to Europe? 
Of what Service is it to Society, that Princes 
give to ſome of their Favourites fuch vaſt Preſents - 
that they may acquire the Character of being ge- 
nerous ? N 
How many Calamities are owing to the vain Am- 
bition of ſame Sovereigns, who are for enlarging 
their Dominions, by invading thoſe of their Neigh- 
bours? How many wretched Mortals has it nqt 
con- 


* Valtaire's Letters concerning the EAgi,, Page 79. 
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. opher. 
Merit; the one informs the Underſtanding, and 
2 improves the Judgment, and the other procures 
and maintains the Tranquillity which is 10 neceſ- 
* ſary to the Welfare of Socicty, and the Advance- 
ment of the Sciences. 


for them to have cut ſome Figure at Paris, Rome 
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[ condemn'd to Death? How many Victims has it 


not ſacrificed to Envy and Jealonſy? How many 
Men has it not undone, purely that one might have 
the pompous Title of Conqueror? What! can 


there be any Madneſs equal to that of beſtowing 
the Name of Great upon a Mortal, born to mak 
all his Subjects miſerable? 
- ?Tis impoſſible for a Sovereign to come up to 
the Glory of a Newton, or ſuch other Philoſo- 
pher of equal Reputation, but by rendering him- 


- ſelf the Father of his People, and in procuring 


them all the Happineſs in his Power : He then be- 


comes uſeful to Mankind, and imitates the Philo- 
The Prince and the Scholar arc equal in 


> The Magiſtrates of Hamburgh endeavour, by 
their wiſe Conduct, to put theſe Precepts in Prac- 


tice. They make it their Buſineſs to encourage 


Fall the Arts which they think may contribute to 


render the People eaſy ; and, as moſt of them have 


*travell'd in their Youth, they make uſe of what 
they have ſeen of moſt Advantage in foreign Coun- 
tries, and appropriate it to their own. 1 
= All the Germant, in general, are great Travel- 


lers; but ſome of them don't know how to make 


ſo good a Uſe of their Travels as the Hamnburghers. 
ZOne half of the Barons, and petty Gentry, that 
travel into divers Parts of Europe, only bring home 
the Names of what Towns they faw : Tis enough 
Madrid, or Londim. Upon their Return home, 
they find Means to make their unfortunate Vaſ- 
ſals pay back the Money they have fooliſhly ſquan- 
der d. Wo be to the poor Germans when their 
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Lords or Maſters happen to be caught by ſome 
Opera Girls at Paris; every Jewel, every Preſent, 
|  beſtow'd upon the greedy Miſtreſs, does them as 
much Harm as the Hail that deſtroys the Fruits of 
their Fields. ap | 
The meaner Sort of People at Hamburgh dread 
no ſuch Diſaſters, their Liberty inſures their Tran - 
quillity. They work for themſelves, and are not 
afraid of being obliged to pay for the Extrava- 
gancies of a young giddy-headed Fool. It were! 
to be wiſhed, that, being content and fatisty'd 
with their Privileges, they were ſo prudent as 
not to abuſe them, and that they would keep 
within the Bounds of a wiſe SubjeQtion to their 
Magiſtrates. But they make an ill Uſe of their 
Liberty, and nothing is ſo inſolent as the Popu- 
lace of Hamburgh. They often fail in their Duty 
even to thoſe whom they own to be veſted with 
the Sovereign Power, and the Magiſtrates have 
often enough to do to prevent Diſturbances from 
2 People always ready to mutiny. 
The City of Hambargh has a dangerous Rival in 
its Neighbourhood, viz. Altena, which riſes inſen · 
Fibly, and becomes every Day more and more con- 
ſiderable. Nothing can exceed the Jealouſy that 
reigns between the Inhabitants of theſe two Towns. 
And ſo far is it from being like to diminiſh, that i 
will rather increaſe if Altena continues to flouriſh, 
The Hamburgbers, as well as the Germans, love 
good Cheer, it we may believe Montagne. The 
Germans, ſays he, make no Difference in Wines, but 
drink of every Sort with equal Pleaſure, their Bi. 
fineſs being more to ſwallaw than to taſte, To drin: 
only at Meals, after the French Faſhion, and then but 
moderately, is to be too abſtemious in the Uſe of Bac * 
chus's Favours: No ſuch trifling Way can pleaſe th 
Cod of Wine : He loves long aud conſtant Service *. 
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Since Montagne's Time Things are upon a dif- 
ferent Footing in Germany. They (till drink there; 
but ſo far are they from eſteeming Drunkenneſs a 
Virtue,that they're not far from thinking,it a Crime“. 
Formerly a Man was under a Neceflity of drinking 
to Exceſs, or to be look'd upon with aging oh ; 
but now, even in Feaſts, every body is left at Li- 
berty to drink more or leſs as they pleaſe. The 
Women of Quality drink very little Wine; and 
many of the German Women are very ſober, com- 
pared to the French Women. After this, it can no 
longer be doubted but that Time changes the moſt ' + 
ancient Cuſtoms ; and when a Man reflects how * +. 
the Germans are reclaimed as to Drunkenneſs, he 
will not think it impoſſible for the Jeſuites to be 
cured of their Ambition. Nothing leſs than ſo -. 
convincing an Inſtance is neceſſary to give Hopes 
of ſo unexpected a Converſion. | 
! . There is ſometimes a Company of French Co- ; 
> medians at Hambargh, as there is alſo in moſt of 
the Courts of Germany. I applaud their Judgment 
in this Point, becauſe the French Theatre real 
ſieems to be the beſt in Europe. In all the Coun- 
tries in which I have been, and where good Taſte 
2  prevail'd, I never miſs'd ſeeing a French Comedy, p 
and an Italian Opera, which ſeems to fix the Me- ; 
tit of the Theatres of theſe two Nations. 1 
They have a German Opera in this City, the Mu- 
ſick of which is in the Italian Taſte. The Com- 
poſers of the Pieces that are play'd have been long p 
at Rome, but the German Words have not that Soft: 
3 neſs which the Harmony of Muſick requires. The 
= . Actors are far from arriving at the Perfection of 

the Italian Virtuaſi, having neither their Taſte nor 
Voice: However, the German Opera pleaſes all | 


thoſe ' 
* This regards only the Men of Quality and Burghers ; for, b; 


as to the common People, they drink now as liberal! R 1 
did in Momagne's Time. * 3 wy 


* ad 
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thoſe who mind nothing but the Goodneſs of the | © 
Muſick. 1 


Farewel, my Friend, may the God of our Fa. . 
thers crown thee with Riches and Proſperity. I J 
think of leaving this Country very ſoon, and of 1 
going for London. | 0 

Hambur gh, *. i : 
| | p 
FOE 3 Fre 

1 ee 

S8 eee 5 
LETTER CXVIIL x . 
Jacos BRITO ro AARON MON CEA. : 
| HIS is, in all Appearance, the laſt Letten: p 
[ that I fhall write thee from Madrid. I'm 1 
preparing to go ſpeedily for Lisbon; and 5 

the Bufineſs I had in this Plaee being now entire. 
ty finiſh'd, 1 divert myſelf with viſiting the private 
Libraries of rich Men, and thoſe of the Con. 
vents, which I find ſo poor, and ſo ill forte, e 
that I, in a manner, loſe all my Trouble. They 43 
contain moſtly ſome fe Books of Divinity, fome 1 
Poets, and a great Number of Romances. We 
ſee none of thoſe Books here that have reſtor'd 1 
good Senſe to the World, and enabled the Under- 31 
ſtanding to make uſe of the Light of Nature. In- Tt 
ſtead of Neuton, Des Cartes, Caſſeudi, Bocle, 
Bayle, Mallebranche, & e, we find a great Number 
of School Philoſophers, whoſe Writings are but F\ 
Compilations, as voluminous as they are indigeſ? 


ed, of ſtrange Viſions. 
| Sound 
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Sound Philoſophy is an entire Stranger in Spain. 


> The Inquiſition, its moſt inveterate Enemy, perſe- 


2 


cutes whoever attempts to enlighten Mens Un- 
2 derſtandings. It has too much Intereſt in keeping 
Mankind in Ignorance, not to puniſh thoſe who 
would endeavour to clear the Milt that dims their 


Eyes. The Spaniards, tis true, are permitted to 
2 diſcharge all the Animal Functions, but they are ex- 
preſly forbid to think. Every Mortal that dares 
to broach an Opinion which the Monks don't ap- 
prove of, is ſure to be impriſon'd for Life. The 
> unfortunate Galileo, at the Age of fourſcore, 
2 groan'd in the Priſons of the Inquiſition, for ha- 


2 ving demonſtrated a Thing of which every true 


2 Philoſopher is now fully ſatisfied . There was 
a Time when all the Nazareze Pontiffs declar'd 


not he formerly perſecuted by Pope Zachary, and 


by the Archbiſhop Boxzface, for preſuming to ſup- 


port that abominable Error? But, happily, ſome 
more than two Ages ago, Chriſtopher Columbus 
has baffled this pretended Article of Faith. 

The Spaniſh Libraries are little better furniſh'd 
with modern Hiſtorians than with Philoſophers. A 
Writer muſt conform himſelf to the Superſtition 
7 of the Country: And thou'lt readily conceive, that 


a true Hiſtory cannot appear in a State where the 


— Hiſtorian is obliged not only to praiſe the worſt 


ZAdQtions of the Monks, but even to omit whatever 


may be diſplealing to them. They have, however, 


+ ſome who deſerve the Eſteem of good Judges, but 


= they are reſtricted to a ſmall Number. Antonio de 


Solis, Author of the Hiſtory intitled, The Conqueſt 
% Mexico, is one of the chief. His Work might 
vie with Tacitus, Saluſt, and Titus Livy, had he 
but left out a Multitude of Miracles which he re- 


p *. The Motion of the Earth. 


all thoſe Hereticks, who maintain'd that there were 
Antipodes. Poor Virgil, Biſhop of Saltæbourg, was 


* 
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lates, and pretends were wrought in favour of 
Fernando Cortes and his Companions (who were, | 
nevertheleſs, the greateſt Villains in the Univerſe) ! 
and it he had not too often exaggerated Things in 
their Favour. He ſpeaks very confidently of 4 
certain Monument which was cover'd by a mira. 
culous Cloud for ſeveral Days *; and whatever 
Genius he was Maſter of, yet could he not ſhake 
off the Prejudices of his Nation, nor hinder him- 
ſelf from giving too much Credit to Monkiſh Su- 
perſtition. a | = | 
Sandoval is alſo a pretty good Author, but he 
neither had the Genius nor Merit of de Solis; he 
is leſs exact, and far more ſuperſtitions. For In- 
ſtance, he gives a long Detail of the Miracles that 
happen'd during the Battle in which Charles V. 
gain'd a Victory over the Proteſtants of Ger mam, 
and reports, as a certain Truth known to all Ez 
rope, an abſurd, ridiculous Story, vg. That during 
the Combat, the Sun appear'd red as Blood, not 
only through all Germany, but alſo in Fance aud 
Ttaly. It were to have been wiſh'd, for his Sake, 
and for the Dignity of the Hiſtory he wrote, that 
he had ſpoke of this Fable as the Duke 4 Alba, 
when Henry II. * of France, ask'd him News 
of this pretended Miracle at Paris. Pardon me, 
Sir, ſaid this prudent General to him, F I can 
ſatisfy your Curiofity, I was ſo taken ap that Da 
with what was doing upon Earth, that I had no Lei. 
ſure to conſider what paſt'd in Heaven. 
The ſame Duke, during the Revolt of the Ne 
therlands, had ſent his Son to beſiege Harlem; but 
he met with ſo great Difficulties, that, loſing all 
Hopes of taking it, he wrote to his Father, that 
he did not believe he could execute his Orders. / 
order d yon; anſwer'd the Duke, 20 make yourſe) 
Maſter of Harlem. If you won't obey me, I wil 
LENT 1 


2 Ctoſs etected by Ferdinando Cortes, 
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go myſelf, gonry as I am, aud continue the Siege; 
E, ö and if my | 

* ſend 10 Spain for Donna I rus, Mc 
ny Spouſe, to come and mate herjeif Miſtreſs of Har- 
lem: For I will never ſuſfer that a Town attack'd 
"by my Son 
2* Theſe two Paſſages, my dear Monceca, have 
made me loſe Sight of the Spazi Hiſtorians; but 
2] now return to them, 


iſtemper hiaders we from acting, I will 
your Mother, and 


ſhall. be taken but by hum or his Parents. 


Anthony de Herrera is one of the beſt among” 


J hem, and has compoſed a good Hiſtory of Ame- 
rica. The Spaniards have done all that they could 


to ſuppreſs it, becauſe he has painted, in too natu- 
ral Colours, to their thinking, the horrid Cruelties; 


they have ſo inhumanly acted in the New World. 


Rorians, has done the ſame Thing, ſo, much the 
more praiſe-worthy in ſo far as he was a Clergy- 


I man, nay even a Monk; and that, in ſpite of theſe. 
two Characters ſo little favourable to Hiſtory, he 


has couragiouſly raiſed himſelf above the cruel Pre- 


Audice of the Monkiſh Race againſt thoſe who have 

e Misfortune to think differently from them. The 

Sincerity. of theſe two candid, Spartards has ren- 

 &er'd their Works very ſcarce; but they are tranſ- 
Hated into ſeveral Languages. 


Mariana, the Feſuit, has writ a very good Hiſ- 
gory of Spain. At firit he compoſed it in Latin, and 
afterwards tranſlated it into Haniſ, but without 
ſubjecting himſelf too ſervilely to his Original. This 
AV ork is one of the beſt of its Kind that nas appeared 
in theſe later Times. An equal Majeſty appears 
rough the whole, and the Author is neither too 
2Þviſh, ia thoſe fine Parts that afford him a large 
Ind ample Field to diſplay bis Eloquence, nor 
an he be ſaid to flag in thoſe which are leſs ca- 
ble of being ſct off in a beautiful Stile; and 


en the Enemies of the Children of Loyola have 


acknow- 


Don Barthelemi de las Caſat, another of their, Hiſ- 


14 
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acknowledged that Mariana was a great Hiſtorian, 
A Proteſtant has made no Difficulty to ſay, that 
he ſurpaſſed all the modern Hiſtorians who had 
writ in Latin, not only for his thorough Know- 
ledge of the Spaniſp Affairs, but alſo for his Elo- 
quence, the Simplicity of his Stile, and his Facj- 
lity of Expreſſion; but the ſame Author accuſes 
this Jeſuit for blaming the Princes whole Lives he 
wrote, and for ſometimes cenſuring them too ſe- 
verely *. It cannot be denied but that Mariana 
had very looſe and terrible Notions with regard 
to the Reſpect due to Sovereigns; and that ſeveral 
of his Maxims, with regard to the Obedience of 
the People, tend directly to the Overthrow of States, 
and to pull from the Throne the Kings that ſat the 
moſt ſecurely on them. Tis not in his Sparſ 
Hiſtory that ſuch dangerous Opinions are diſco- 
verable, but in another Latin Book, intitled, Of 4 
King and his Inſtitution. He there ſtiles James 
Clement, the Murderer of Henry III. the everlaſt- 
ing Honour of France, Galliæ decus æternum, and 
_ endeavours all he can to juſtify that Monſter f. 
The Parliament of Paris order'd this Book to be 
burnt by the Hands of the Hangman ; and the De- 
cree paſs'd by that Supreme Tribunal has not only 
blacken'd, in the Eyes of all honeſt Men, the Me- 
ed mory 


* Inter Latinos omnibus palmam preripit Fohannes Mariana Hiſpanus, 
rerum Hiſpanicarum cognitione nemini ſecundue. Valuit vero Mariana 
inſigni eloquentia, prudentia, et magna libertate dicendi. Hinc et liber- 
tatis ſtudioſiſſimus in| reges ſuos ſæpe eſt mordax. Herm. Conringius 
de regno Hiſpaniæ, apud Popeblount cenſuræ autorum, page 614. 


t De ſaflo monachi (Clementis) non una opinio fuit : multis lauden- 
tibus, atque immortalitate dignum judicantibus. | 
Mariana de rege & regis inſtit. Lib. I. Cap. VI. 
1. 6. 
All Mankind ( ſays this Jeſuit) does not look with the ſame 
Eye upon this Action of the Friar (Clement) : Severat thought 
it worthy of Immortality, and the higheſt Praiſe. 
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mory of Mariana, but alſo that of all the Jeſuites, 
who have but too often put in Practice the Opi- 
nions of their Brother. | | 
| Among the Crowd of Authors who have amu- 
' ſed themſelves in compoſing Romances, the illu- 
ſtrious and ingenious Michael de Cervantes, Author 
of the Hiſtory of the rexown'd Don Quixote de La 
Mancha, . the firſt Rank. The Works of 
that ingenious Writer have been, and will for ever be, 
the Admiration of all Europe, and yet he is not 


abſolutely free of the Failing peculiar to his Na- 
don; and, being born a Sparard, it was neceſſary 


? he ſhould pay a Tribute to Superſtition. He founds 
the Intrigue of one of the molt charming Epiſodes 
of his Book upon the Converſations of a Zxrki/7 
n | Woman with Lela Maria; and the Madonna (very 
needleſly brought in there) comes every Night to 
order her to go to Hain. | 

ife of Guzman 


7 | 
"2 ' Matthew Aleman, Author of the L 
* d' Alfarache, though inferior to Cervantes, writes 


on neuvertheleſs in a pure, natural, amuſing and in- 


| > ſtructive Manner; and his Romance may even be 
be cr more Uſe, ſince, by painting in the ſtrongeſt 
Colours the Errors and Diſorders of civil Life, he 
1y | makes it plainly appear, that in the End they mult 
3 turn out in a very villanous Shape. I'm unwillin 


ns, twenty others of the ſame Kind, becauſe they only 
ans Contain the Lives of Beggars and Wretches, juſt 


iber: Tas an infinite Number of ſorry little French Ro- 
15 muances are, compoſed with a View of telling cer- 


tain fooliſh, imaginary Adventures, with an Ap— 

den- © Pcarance, forſooth, of fine refin'd Sentiments. 

> There's no Country in the World where they 

. VI. have made more Romances than in S, but there 
is none alſo where they have compoſed fo many 

bad. To be convinc'd of this, we need only caſt 


. 
* 
oF 
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1 


_— 
ugh Vol. III. L our 


. ſo much as to mention the Life of Lazarillo de 
- Tormes, the Adventures of Mark d'Obregon, and 
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our Eyes upon the ingenious and judicious Criti- 
ciſm that Don Qzixoze's Curate makes of them, 
and remark how many of. them he committed to 
the Flames, when he was making a Survey of the 
unfortunate Knight's Library. Scarce four or five, 


of the conſiderable Number he had, eſcap'd the ſe. 


cular Arm of the Barber and the Maid Servant, 
Amadis de Gaul is of the Number of thoſe that 
were ſpared, and the Curate gives it the Praiſe of 
being the very beſt of its Kind. Ive been told byPeople 


of Knowledge, (laid he) that "tis the beſt Book we | 


have of its Kind. But for one Romance that e- 


ſcaped, how many others were thrown into the | 
Fire? Eſpandian Son of Amadis, Amadis of Greece, | 
Dou Olivantis de Laura, Floriſmart of Hyrcania, the | 
Chevalier Plater, the Knight of the Croſs, the Mir- | 
ror of Knighthood, Bernardo del Carpeo, Bernardo 


des Ronceſvalles, Palmeriy d Oliva, were all, with- 


out Mercy, precipitated into the burning Pile. Pa. 


merin of England, and Tiranto the White, were the 
only two that had the ſame good Fortune as Ama- 


dis de Ganl, the former as a Maſter-piece worthy | 


to be preſerv'd in a Box as precious as that which 


Alexander found among the Spoils of Darius, and | 
which ſerved to encloſe Homer's Works; the ie- | 
cond, a very drverting Book, and an excellent Anti. | 


dote againſt the Spleen. 


The Spaniards have almoſt as many Poets as Ro- 
mance Writers, but their good Authors of that | 
The ten Books of the | 
Fortune of Love, compoſed by Antonio de Lofraſo, | 
a Poet of Sardinia, are full of Wit and Spirit. Þ 
The Eclogues of Don Lopes de Maldenat may be 
put on a Level with Virgil's, and have no other“ 
Fault but that they are a little too tedious and“ 
prolix. His Songs ſeem to have been dictated by 
Love, and his Verſes of Gallantry are equal to] 
thoſe of Anacreon. The Arancaua of Don Alon i 


( 4 


Kind are ſtill ſcarcer. 


7 
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die Hereilla, the Auſtriada of Juan Rujfo, and the 
Montferrat of Chriſtopher de Virves, are, in the 


Opinion of Michael de Cervantes, the beſt Poctry 


| 


that ever appear'd in SHain; and this Author was 


in the right; for, to ſpeak Truth, thoſe Pieces are 


not inferior to any of the greatelt Poets. 
Don Lopes de Vega has wrote ſuch excellent Co- 


* medies, that the great Corneille ſuid he would have 
ö given the two beſt of his Tragedies to have been 


uthor of the Meuteur, i. e. Liar. Thou knows | 


- eſt that it was from the Spauiſh Original the French 


Poet compoſed his Piece. 


Theſe, my Friend, out of ſo many Volumes 


that the Spaniſh Libraries conſiſt of, are the only 


Performances that deſerve the Eſteem of Judges. 
We might ſubjoin the Works of Balthaſar Gras 
cian, were they more natural and leſs perplex'd, 
This Author has certainly very good Things, par- 
ticularly in his Criticon, and his Ilomme de Cour, 
(1. e. Courtier) which are, in my Opinion, his two 
beſt Pieces; but in them, as well as in his other 
Writings, we find unnatural Ideas, and Expreſ- 
ſions too ſtiff and affected. 
The Divines hold the firſt Rank among the Spa- 
#1} Writers, but they have been ſo often diſpa- 
rag'd, and thou thyſelf knoweſt ſo well the Chaos 
of Impertinencies which their Works are ſtuffed 
with, that it would be entirely needleſs to en- 
ter upon a particular Detail of the Books with 
which they have plagued the Publick, I don't 
think 'tis poſſible to make them more ridiculous 
than the illuſtrious Paſcal has done, who has given 


| | ſeveral of them a mortal Blow; and all Europe 


is perſuaded, fince his Provincial Letters, that the 


moͤſt abſurd and moſt extravagant Queſtions are 
\ What the greateſt Part of thoſe Authors have ap- 
plied themſelves to. 


L 3 J look 


106 JEWISH LETTERS. 


I look upon the Span; Divines, in general, to 
be a Set of Men whom all the Hellebore of A. 
z:cyra could not cure“: They are accuſtomed, 
from their firſt Beginning, to ſtudy to feed upon 
nothing but Chimeras; and their Brain is fo di- 
order'd, that it would be eaſier to bring the Hero 
of Michael de Cervantes to his right Senfes, than 
a Man infatuated with the Maxims of Saxches, 
* Eſcobar, Tambourin, and others ſuch as 
tnele. | 

Confider, pray, what enormous Crime it would 
be in Spain ſhould one aflert publickly, that all 
the Books of Knight-Errantry put together are not] 
fo pernicious as one ſingle Scholaſtick Divine, to 
diitrac} the moſt healthful and found Brain. IÞ 
would almoſt ſooner chufe to be accuſed of the | |! 
moſt heinous Crimes, than to lie under the Impu-F 
tation of having advanc'd ſuch a Propoſition. The] 
Fire would no doubt be my Reward, and 1 ſhould þ | 
be deteſted by all the People; for the Veneration | 
of the Inhabitants of this Country is ſo great Þ 
with regard to every thing that comes from the!“ 
Hands of the Monks, that they are the firſt and 
keeneſt to deify the Chimeras and fooliſh Fancies þ | 
that are told them, | 

The French Nazarenes have many Divines, but 
their Manner of Writing is entirely different from 
that of the Spanzards; they are careful not to in. 
ſert any thing in their Works that has the leaſt 
Tendency to Extravagancy: And if ſometime: 
they diſcuſs Matters that they don't very well com! 
ccive, the Circumſpection with which they expreſs þ 
themſelves, and the moderate Terms which they Þ 2 T 
ute, binder them from committing ſuch Blunders þ 80 
as the Spanrards are guilty of; ſo that there's as“ gu 
great a Difference between a Doctor of Serbe the 
and a Doctor cf Salamanca, as between a grave | ma 
| | | Hiltoriali | Le 
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They who think that the Hebrew is the firſt, and 
: conſequently the moſt ancient, of all the Lan- 
\ - guages,. appear to me not to be ill grounded in 
their Opinion, 
may be aſlerted, that we owe the Invention of 
Letters to the Patriarchs, and that "tis without 
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Hiſtorian and a Perſian Poet. The firit explains 
doubtful Things in a modeſt Manner ; he has Re- 
courſe, on many Occaſions, where he can't pro- 
duce Demonſtration, to the Weakneſs of human 
Underſtanding, and ſubmits his Difficulties and 
Doubts to the Direction of Heaven, when he can- 
not underſtand the Reaſon of them : The ſecond 
like the Perſian Poet, gives into monſtruous and 
ridiculous Notions ; he mult, forſooth, know and 
explain every thing, and, not content with the Dif- 
ficulties that occur in his Religion, he forms new 
ones to himſelf, which he reſolves in a ridiculous 
Manner, enough to deſtroy the ſtrongeſt and beſt 
eſtabliſh'd Faith. | 

Adieu, my Friend, and may the God of our Fa- 
thers preſerve thee. _—-- 


Madrid, ee. 


LETTER CXIX. 


Isaac Onis ro AARON MONCECA, 


Did not receive thy Letter from Amſterdam, 
about the Difference of Languages, till ſome 
Days aſter I had anſwered thy former Letters. 


For the ſame Reaſon, I think, ir 


L 3 F Oun- 
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Foundation that the Greeks and Romans have aſetib'a 


them to the ancient Phanicians. 
It muſt be own'd that Greece was obliged to the 
celebrated Cadmus for the Art of Writing; But, 
long before that, the Hebrew Language and Cha- 
racters had arrived at Perfection; and in the Time 
that Moſes wrote in Hebrew, the Greeks were il] 
' a barbarous People, ſuch as thoſe that have been 
diſcover'd in America about two Ages ago, Some 
Writers have pretended, that Cadmus was an E- 
gyptian, and not a Phœnician; but this Uncertain- 
ty makes nathing with reſpect to the Caſe in hand. 
Tis ſtill certain that the Greeks, before him, knew 
not the Uſe of Characters, and therefore we mull 
look ſomewhere elſe, than among them, for the 
Invention of Writing, The Names which Cad. 
mus gives to the Letters are the fame as thoſe of 
the Hebrew Alphabet. It follows therefore from 
this, that the Characters were already well known, 
But the Senſe which the Greeks had of the Bene- 
fit they received from their firſt Maſter, induced 
them to aſcribe to him the Glory of having in- 
vented thoſe very Letters which had been long in 
Uſe among the Hebrews. 

The Romans, who were indebted to the Greet 
for the Arts, Sciences and F ables, adopted the O- 
pinion which attributed to Cadmus the Invention 
of Writing. Lacan, confirming this Opinion a. 
mong them, effeQually tranſmitted it to Poſterity 


And they who did not 500 themſelves the Trouble 
zottom of this Affair, gave 


of ſearching into the 


Implicit Faith to that Author's Neciflans, The 
elegant and bappy Manner in which he express“ 
his Thaught, and the excellent Tranflation of he 
beautiful Verſes by another able Pen, have alſo 
rantributed very much to eſtabliſh this Opinion, 
wid to mäke it common. There are few 7 H 


- 0 


th 
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who have any Pretence to Learning that know not 
by Heart this Paſſage of Lucan: 


Phenices primi (fame ft credimus) auſi 
Manſuram rudibus vocem ſignare figuris. 


. K. 0s 
If Fame tells Truth, the Pheenicians were the firſs 
that dentur'd to make dumb Characters ſpeak. | 


There are few Freachmes that are ignorant of 
theſe Verſes of Brebeuf. 


' C'e/t de ſue que nous vient cet Art ingenieux, 
'F De peinare la Parole, & de parler aux Tenx ; 
Et, par les Traits divers de Figures traceas, 
Donner de la Couleur & du Corps aux Penſces, 


. e. 


'Tis to him we owe the 3 N Art of painting 
Speech, and ſpeaking to the Eyes, and, by the diffe= 
rept Shapes of Figures drawn, of giving Colour and 
Body to the Thoughts, 


Thus the moſt glaring Errors often find general 
Credit with Men, and are receiv'd as certain Fruths. 
None, in my Opinion, has refuted this falſe Opi- 
nion ſo well as a learn'd Nazarene Doctor. What 


» WF proves to @ Demonſtration (ſays he) that it was not 
ty be Greeks who gave the Alphabet to the Hebrews, 
ble ut that the latter gave jt te the former, is, that 


we %%, Names in Greek ſignify nothing, and have a 
"re Wi Signification in Hebrew, as Platarch vid Ce- 
& ſequently they are barbarous Terms with regard to 
e Greeks,” and natural to the Hebrews “. 
Another Proof is, that the Greeks making uſe 
Of the Alphabet in Computation, when they left 
Men e e off 
1 dee the Art 0 pea ing; 0 | ti of th ami, 
Chap. XIX. WD | king z Ot, the Rhetozick of Father I. 
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off uſing ſome of the Hebrew Letters, in order to 
preſerve to the others their Value, they ſubſtituted 
a new Sign in the Place of the ancient Letter ſup. 
preſs'd. For Inſtance, after having rejected the 
Van, which is the Eolic Digamma, and the Letter 
F of the Latins, they put in its Place this Mark. 
to denote the Number 6, of which the Hebrew 
Lau is the Sign, it being the ſixth Letter of the 
Hebrew Alphabet, | 
Theſe, I apprehend, are plain Proofs of the An- 
_ tiquity of the Hebrew Characters: And, perhaps, 
it may be ſuppos'd, that Adam, who had been cre- 
ated with Diſpoſitions proper to invent and perfect 
the Arts, firſt found out himſelf the Secret of 
Writing, and made uſe of various Draughts to 
communicate his Ideas; perhaps at firſt he had but 
a certain Quantity, and that they were augmented 
in proportion as Mankind multiplied, This, how- 
ever, is certain, that we muſt ſeek, among the fir 
Patriarchs, for the Original of Writing ; and, con- 
ſequently, it is but natural to ſuppoſe, that the 
Hebrew having been the firſt Language of Man- 
kind, the CharaQers and Letters of that Language 
were alſo the firſt that were made uſe of. 
The Manner in which the Hebrew was writ of 
old, and which continued even one hundred Years 
after the Emperor Cexſtantine 1. is ſtill a further 
Confirmation of this Opinion. They knew no- 
thing of Pointing, nor was any Vowel diſtinguiſhed 
upon the Paper; evident Marks of a Language ex- 
tremely ſimple, and which ſmelt much of Antiquity. 
Some Frenchmen, with whom I had ſome Con- 
verſation upon this Head while I was at Conſtan. 
zinople, ſeem'd to be much ſurpriſed, They could 
dy no means conceive how a Word was to be un- 
derſtood of which the half of the Letters were not 
written; and it was not without much Pains that 


I made them underſtand, that the Points, 1 ** 
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ſtand for Vowels in the Hebrew, are only neceſ- 
ſary for the eaſy reading of thoſe who are not per- 
fectly acquainted with the Language. After a great 
deal of Difficulty, I made them at laſt conceive 
how this might be done, by making them read a 
Letter written by a Woman, and in which the 
Spelling was wretched. Da read this Writing, laid 
I, without any Difficulty ; you don't mind the ſuper- 
fluons Letters, and you ſupply thoſe that are wantin 

without any Difficalty. How happens this? No doubt 
becauſe the Knowledge of the French Tongue give, 
you ſuch a Facility, that you ſcare ſee the Want of 
ſome Letters, the Superfluity of others, and the wrong 
placing of almoſt all. Why will you not allow that 
the Knowledge of the Hebrew Language gives us the 
fame Advantage, and ſupplies the Want of Points 


which with us farm the Vowels, and were ouly in- 


: vented but when the Jews, our Brethren, had fur-' 


got their Mother Tongue, and that there was a Ne- 
ceſſity to remedy that [nconvenience, that they might 
be enabled to read our ſacred Books ? 

| therefore agree to thy Opinion, and believe that 
the Hebrew Tongue is the molt ancient Language, 
from whence all the others are derived: But | can't 
be of thy Opinion upon the Impoſſibility of Mens 
forming a Language to themſelves, it God had not 
created them, and if they had ſprung out of the 
Earth, as certain Philoſophers maintain. I'm very 


far from favouring ſuch impious Tenets ; but J 


think there's na Harm in ſaying, that ik Men 


(which is an Impoſſibility) had been form'd by 


Chance, they would have contrived ſome Sort of 
Language whereby to communicate their Thoughts 
to One another. 

Thau ſeemeſt to be of a quite different Senti— 


ment, and think'ſt it probable, That, if they could 
% have underſtood one another as ſoon as they were 
Pore, far from ſtaying together aud tf 20 form 


0 * 
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Societies, they would have wander'd in the Woods 
like Beaſts, and never enae.vonr'd, by common Con- 
ſent, to annex certuin Iacas to certain Sounds *. 
Thy Miſtake, my Friend, may be eaſily cleared 
up, by conſidering only ine Temper of Man, na- 
turally inclin'd to Society, by an innate lnſtin&, 
Undoubtedly thoſe new Creatures, whom the Phi 
loſophers raiſe out of the Earth, and to whom 
they grant the Gitis and Talents of human Beings, 
would make it their firtt Buſineſs to form Words}. 


They 
* See Letter CVIII. 


At warios linguæ ſomtus natura ſubegit 
Mittere ; & uttilitas expreſſit nomina rerum. 

Non alia longe ratione, atque ipſa videtur 
Protrahere ad geſtum pueros infantia linguæ, 
cum ſacit, ut digito, que ſint præſentia monſtrent. 
Sentit enim vim quiſque ſuam, quam po ſſit abuti. 
Cornua nata prius vitulo quam frontibus extent; 
Illis iratus petit, atque infenſus inurget. 

At catuli pant herarum, ſeymnique leonum 
Unquibus ac pedibus jam tum, mor ſuque repugnant, 
Vix dum cum ipfis ſunt dentes unqueſque ercati. 
Alituum porro genus alis omne videmus 
Fidere, & à pennis tremulum petere auxiliatum, 
Proinde putave aliquem tum nomina diſtribuiſſi 
Rebus, & inde homines didieiſſt vocabula prima, 
Deſipere eſt, Nam cur hic poſſet cuncta not are 
Vocibus, & varios ſonitus emittere linguæ. 
Tempore eodem alii ſacere id non quiſſi putentur? 


Lucret. de rer. nat. Lib. V. ver. 1027, &. 


Thus tranſlated by Mr Creech, 


Kind Nature Pow'r of framing Sounds affords 

ro Man; and then Convenience taught us Words: 
As Infants now, for want of Words, deviſe 
Expreſſive Signs; They ſpeak with Hands and Eyes; 
Their ſpeaking Hand the want of Words ſupplies. 
All know their Pow'rs; they are by Nature ſhown. 
Thus tender Calves with naked Front will run, 
And fiercely puſh before their Horns are grown. 
Young Lions ſhew their Teeth, prepare their Paws, 
The Bear's young Cubs unſheath their crooked Claws, 
While yet their Nails are young, and ſoft their * 1 
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They would ſeriouſly ſtuay to fi::d out Sounds that 
might help them to convey thi. Ideas (o one ano- 
ther. It would be ſufficient that one Perſon only 
hould give the ſame Name to a Thing ſeveral 
Times. The Perſon who ſhould happen to have 
any Buſineſs with him, or the Woman, to whom 
Nature ſhould attach him, would ſoon apply that 
very Word to the ſame Thing for which it was 
intended. Two Perſons can communicate their 
Thoughts to one another by very odd Sounds, 
when once they have agreed what Ideas to affix to 
thoſe Sounds. 'Tis true, that Men would have 
had, at firſt, but very tew Words to expreſs their 
Notions, had they been under a Neceflity of en- 
tirely inventing a Language: But as 'tis natural to 
make uſe of our firſt Knowledge, they would have 
perfected their Language in proportion as they en- 
deavoured to explain what occurr'd to their Minds. 

Beſides, a ſmall Number of Terms is ſufficient 
to form the Beginnings of a Language; and when 
once ſome primitive Words are tound out, *tis 
caſy to multiply them without any great Altera— 
tion or Addition. The Language of the Gebrgi- 
| 425 1$ remarkable for this extraordinary Simplicity, 
All the Names derived from the Primitives dif- 
* fer only in this Termination jani. If they are 
Names of Dignity, Offices, or any Art, the De- 
| ** rivatives add me to the Primatives ; With the Syl- 
© lable ſa, which they put before the Name of a 
| Thing, they form a Derivative which denotes 
the Place of a Thing: Inus Thred? ſignifies a 
4 TY „Hoe, 


The Birds ſtraight uſe their Wings, on them rely; 
And ſoon as Dangers pieſs, they ſtrive to ff. 
Beſides, that one the Names of Things contriv'd, 

And that from him their Knowledge all deriv'd, | 
Tis fond to think: For how could that Man tell 

The Names of Things, or liſp a Syllable, 8 
And not another Man do ſo as well ? 
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“Dove, and Sathredi a Dove-houſe; Chcl. 
„ Cheeſe, and Sachueli, the Place where 'tis kept“ 
Thou can't but eaſily conceive, my Friend, that 
it would have been very eaſy for Men, naturally 
inclin'd to communicate their Thoughts, and en- 
dowed with the Faculty of forming Varicty of 
Sounds, ſoon to invent a Language copious enough 
to make them Capable of entertaining one another, 
and of forming Societies; and that thoſe very 80. 
cieties would have contributed afterwards to the 
Improvement of thoſe different Languages, to 
which every one would have added new Words, 
and would have, perhaps, inſenſibly abandon'd the 
old ones, as we lee it happen in our own Days in 
the politeſt States. 
Thou conteſles thyſelf, that the French now 
ſpoke at Paris is very different from that which 
was in Uſe three hundred Years ago. Ihe Lan- 
guages which they call Mother Tongues would have 
been formed from this firſt Language, and the other 
from theſe. 55 


Philoſophers is only abſurd in that they will have 
Men to be like Muſhrooms, that ſpring up in one 
Night out of the Earth, and not in their Opinion 
that Men form'd a Language of their own. *11 
certain they did not do it, but *tis as certain that 
they might have done it. 
From the Facility with which Men might have 
form'd a Language, I draw this Conſequence, thit 
Adam had perhaps at firſt no Notion of Writing, 
and that it was not invented till afterwards, and 
perhaps even after the Death of that firit Patriarch. 
Nevertheleſs it might have been known to im, 
and, by. the Help of Reflection alone, he mig"! 
have diſcover'd it. Many Philoſophers pretend, 
that Adam had Science infus'd into him. For " 
: | EY part, 


* See Father Lami's Art of Speaking, Lib. I, Cap. VII. 
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part, 1 ſee no Neceflity for God's granting him 


this Gift. I only believe, that he had the Means 
of cultivating thoſe Sciences of which he had the 
firſt Seeds infus'd in him: And 'tis pretty plain, 


that fince Men could have form'd a Language to 


themſelves had they ſprung out of the Earth, they 
might with more Reaſon have found out Charac- 
ters to be the Signs of ſuch Language. 

The Americans had Figures and Marks to ſig— 
nity certain Things. When the Hhaniards firit 
arrived in Mexico, Montezuma, the King of that 
barbarous Nation, ſent a certain Number of Wri— 
ters, or rather a ſort of Painters, to meet them, 
who, by certain Lines and Figures, which the 
drew upon large Pieces of Callico, deſcrib'd ex- 
atly what they ſaw. This ſort of Characters an- 


ſwer'd to the ancient :eroglyphicks of the Egyptians, 


and every Figure ſtood for one or more Words. 
'Tis natural to ſuppoſe, that Writing was only 


invented by Degrees, and that it was ienprov'd in 


the lame Manner as Language, in proportion as 
Men were defirous to communicate a conliderable 
Namber. of different Ideas; and 'tis probable that 
all the Arts have been produced the ſame Way. 
It we are to credit the Fiction of Poets, we owe 
Painting and Sculpture to a Lady in Love. Her 


Lover being obliged to leave her for ſome time, 


Love put this Stratagem into her Head, to miti- 


gate her Grief for his Abſence. She drew with a 


Pencil upon a Wall the Out-lines of her Lover's 
Figure, and this unform'd Shape was the Source 


| trom whence Painting and Sculpture fprang. This 


groteſque Image, the Produce of Love and Chance, 
was admir'd, and every Woman was delirous to 


draw her Lover's Portraiture in the fame Manner. 
The Men, in their l'urn, were defirous too, to 


have ſome faint Reſemblance of their Miitretles ; 


YOU. III. Caine 
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came at laſt to animate, as it were, the Cloth, 
and to make a plain Superficics appear as if it wer: 
rais'd. 

Without having Recourſe, therefore, to Adam, 
infus'd Knowledge, one may find the Source of 
all the Sciences in mere Chance, and in the natu- 
ral Deſire of Man to find out what may be uſetu] 
to him, and to bring his Diſcoveries more and more 
to Pertection. 

Adieu, my dear Mouceca, may Happinets ind 
Proſperity ſtill attend thee. 


r KKKKKE 
Cairo, . 


Se e n 92 de $5 d de e c l fy: de i Go de A e, 
5 CO EICNEILIEIEN? ,,,! eee ste esehe-. ION ICH SENS phe, ν 
Ferre 


9 > + > ot 6 Is * A. = I * , « 
LEE e e e e e e e e e e e e 


2 


8. 1 


«I © £ 
& 2 


LETTER CNY. 


Jacon BRITO w AARON MoONCECA 


7 HEN one has been ſome time in Ha 
M ö the Manners of the Portugueſe give Us 
no Surpriſe; we're already accuſtomec 
to ſce a People haughty, ſuperſtitious, and devote 
to the Monks. por my Arrival at Lisbon, 
ſcarce found any Difference, except in the Livel- 
nets of the Portugueſe Wit, ſuperior to that of the 
Spaniards; ſo that they may be call'd the Gajcoi 
of Hain. They have the ſame good Opinion 0 
their own dear ſelves, and very near as much Fire 
and Genius as the Inhabitants near the River G4. 
roune; are leſs ſerious than the SHauiards, but a5 
vain, and perhaps more, And, if we'll take theilt 
-own Words for it, there's not one of them wo 
WO 
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would not, alone, beat a whole Army of Spanrards* 
Alexauder,Ceſar, Tamerlane, Maihomet II. Henry IV. 
and Charles XII. were but mere Poltrons compa- 
red to ſimple Portugueſe Soldiers, who look upon 
themſelves as ſo many Heroes. Ihe HHauiards, 
as may be eaſily imagin'd, are far from giving Al- 
ſent to this ſurpriſing Valour. On the contrary, 
they pretend that one ſingle Caſtilliau is enough to 
put the whole Kingdom of Portugal to Flight. 


Et qu'il n'eſt aucun Penx, que le cul Wait fait naitre, 

Pour regir les mortels, at leur parler en meitre. 
1 

The pooreſt Spaniſh Dou is a Creature bleſ}, 


With Pow'r from above to govern all the reſt. 


In a Diſpute. of ſuch Importance, may not one 
have Recourle to Hiltory to decide this Queſtion ? 
The Spaniards, for a long Time, gave Laws to 
the Portugueſe; and, had it not been for Cardinal 
Aichelieu, perhaps Lisbon would have remain'd to 
this Hour ſubject to Madrid. Philip II. not only 
conquer'd Portugal in a 1 rice, but his Succeſlors 
maintain'd the Conqueſt tor near ſixty Years. A 


terrible Yoke this for the Porzugaeſe. PTis true, 


that their Country, compar'd to Hain, is ſo incon- 


ſiderable, that there's no judging from thence of 


their Valour. Be this as it will, there's a terrible 
Diſpute upon this Head. As long as there are 
Portzgueſe, they will pretend to be braver than 


the Spanzards, and theſe very probably will repay 
them in their own Coin to the World's End. Tis 
next to an Impoſſibility that two Nations, fo vain- 


glorious, can ever be brought to ſubmit even to 
an Equality betwixt them. 


The Hatred' and Jealouſy that reigns between 


the Spaniards and Portugueſe, are enough to hin- 
der them from perceiving in their Advecſaries the 


2 molt 
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moſt amiable and eſſential Qualities ; and there- 
fore there's no relying on the CharaQters either 
Nation gives of the other. We might as well ima— 
gine to find a Man's Right and Title in the Me- 
morials of the adverſe Party. 

When 1 was at Madrid, I was told a Story of 
an Officer, which may give thee an Idea of Ha 
ij} Rhodomantades. During the laſt War, when 
the French enter'd Spain to place Philip upon that 
Throne, the Portugueſe, as thou knowelt, were 
in the Intereſt of Charles III. Count Aralays, 
wha was ſent to the Frontiers of Portugal with a 
Detachment of Germans, ſent a Summons to a 
Spaniſh Officer, who was intrench'd with thirty 
Men, to ſurrender; to which he return'd a Vol 
ley of Musket-ſhot by way of Anſwer, and de- 
tended his Poſt with extraordinary Valour, but be- 
ing overpower'd by Numbers, he was forced to 
yield; and being conducted to the Count as a Pti- 
ſener, Mbo has taugbt yon, ſaid this Commander, 
to pretend to ſtand out with thirty Men againſt ſcur 
hundred? Are not you ſenſible that I ongbt to pu 
you ſeverely for that ill timed Bravery of yours, 
which has occaſion d the Loſs of ſeveral brave Men: 
The Spaniard having liſten'd, with great Coolnels, 
to what the Count ſaid, and nettled at the Man- 
ner in which he ſpoke to him; Excaſe me, ſaid he, 
1 did not know I bad to do with Germans, 1 thought 
{ bad only four hundred Portugueſe to fight wh. 
The Count dAtalaya thought this Anſwer very 
impertinent, and was very much inclin'd to have 
u ſed this Officer ill: But the Germazs having repre 
ſented the Conſequences of ſuch Violence, aud that 
the Fear of Repriſal ought at leaſt to be a Protec: 
tion to him; ſo he came off without any other 
Harm but that of indifferent Uſage while he ke. 
main'd a Pritoner. | 1 
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How haughty ſoever the Porzz7zeſe may be, they 
are not a whit the leſs in Subjection to the Monks, 
avho have (till more Authority here than in Spar ; 
and the Inquiſition is alſo more ſevere. Wo to 
thoſe that tall into their Hands! But what will 
no doubt ſurpriſe thee is, that notwithſtanding this 
cruel and ſevere ] ribuna], there's (till in Portagal 
a great Number of conceal'd Jews, even among 
the Principal and Richeſt of Lisbon. 

dare not too openly inform myſelf of Things 
of this Nature here; for, notwithſtanding the Cha- 
tacter with which I am inveſted by virtue of my 
Commiſſion, I make no Profeſſion of my Reli- 
gion. For greater Security, I conceal my Senti- 
ments, becauſe the Power of the [zqzi/itors is fo 
great in this Country, that perhaps the Royal Au- 
thority could not fcreen me from their Hatred 
and Fury. I paſs at Lisbon for an Envoy from 
the Republick of Gena. Every body, except the 
Miniſters, believe me to be a Nazarene. I thought 
it was belt to truſt them with my Secret, to be 


lure of their Protection in caſe of Need. Mean 


ume, I make all poſſible Diſpatch in my Affairs, 
not being eaſy in this Country; and I thank God 
that J reckon to leave it foon, not having much 
now to do. After ſo tedious a Voyage, I long 
tO return to Conſtantinople, to be with my dear 
Family; and I make no Doubt but thou haſt the 
lame Delire : But ſince thou canſt not return to thy 
Kindred, endeavour to baniſh that Thought from 
thee, which may be a Clog upon the Pleaſures thou 
taxelt, If thy Travels are more tedious than 
mine, thou'lt feel the greater Satisfaction when 
they are ended. The more any Happineſs coſts, 
the dearer it is; and I acknowledge, that 1 ſhould 
have been extremely ſorry not to have made a Tour 
trough ſome Part of Europe. Phe Inconvenien- 
cles that attend Travelling are ſufficiently recom— 

M 3 peuſed 
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penſed by the Knowledge we acquire of Mankind, 
and of their Failings. 

Portugal attords but little to a Philoſopher who 
ſeeks to perfect his Diſcoveries, the People here 
being entirely ignorant of what we call $94 
Philoſophy. Ariſtotle, or rather his Commentators, 
are authoriſed in this Country to combat good 
Senſe and the Light of Nature. Des Cartes and 
Newton are reckon'd the Tools of Satan, and their 
Works are look'd upon as the Productions of Hell, 
or but little better. There are perhaps ſome pri- 
vate Perſons who read the Works of thoſe Philo- 
ſophers, but they are very few, and the Monks 
publickly condemn them. 3 

Though the Portugueſe are but bad Philoſophers, 
yet they cultivate the Sciences. There's an Aca- 
demy at Lisbon, compoſed of ſeveral Men very 
well acquainted with the genteel Part of Learn- 
ing; and the Liberal Arts are protected by the 
King, who receives all Foreigners very kindly 
that are qualified to improve them: And it may 
be truly ſaid, that the Sciences are much better 
cultivated in Portugal than Hain. But to wht 
Purpoſe ſhould one deſire the Attainment of them? 
As long as the Mind is under Captivity and Re— 
ſtraint, there can never be Men of true Learning 
in Portugal. On the firſt Diſcovery, they mull 
expect the Fate of the unfortunate Galileo, and 
perhaps rot in a Jail. Oh! ye Monks! Plague 
of Mankind! A Scourge which Heaven, in It 


Wrath, gave to Men! When will the Deity, i $ 


Pity to poor Mortals, put an End to your wicked 


| Race! Did'ſt thou know but to what Pitch they Þ 


carry their Inſolence in this Country, thou would'lt 


be ſurpris'd at the Blindneſs of thoſe who peril 


and authoriſe it. | 
The Kecollets are reigning Friars here, and t'! 


Heroes of Gallantry. Their Sandals are tied vi" Þ 


reel, 
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Green, Blue, Yellow or Red, according to the 
Livery of the Ladies whom they gallant. Theſe La- 
dies take care to furniſh the properOrnaments for the 
Reverend Fathers ; and there's not one of them but 
has his fair Dalcinia, to whom he makes his Court. 
The other Monks are no leſs gallant; and to 
make any Progreſs in Amours at Lisbon, a Man 
mult abſolutely wear a Cowl. 

The Portugueſe are, in general, better turn'd 
for Trade than the Spanrards; and in their Harbours 
you conſtantly ſee a great Number of toreign Ships, 
particularly Exgliſh, who carry on a great rade 
with them; and a conſiderable Number of — 
Merchants are ſettled in the Country, and enjoy ſe- 
veral Privileges. | 

'Tis very much the Intereſt of the Portugueſe to 
have a good Underſtanding with the Eugliſh, and 


theſe, I ſuppoſe, find it as much theirs to be Friends 


with the Portugueſe; the Cauſe and Principle of 
which Union is Spain: For as England would not 
willingly ſee Spain aggrandizng itſelf, the Intereſts 
of Portugal and Exglandare conſequently the ſame. 
Before the Republick of the United Provinces 
was form'd, the Portugueſe had much more con- 
ſiderable Dominions in the Idies than they have 
at preſent. While they were ſubjected to Hain, 
they loſt great Part of the Conqueſts which they 
had made in thoſe diſtant Countries, by the Wars 
betwixt that Crown and the Dutch. Nevertheleſs, 
they have ſtill very conſiderable Settlements both 
in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies; and Lisbon is one of 


| | the molt trading and wealthy Cities in the World. 


The Women in this Country are generally as 
handſome and well ſhap'd as the Men are ugly 
and clumſy. The Portugueſe are ſtill more jea- 
lous than the Spaniards ; ſo that a married Woman 


| May rather be call'd a Slave than a Spouſe. They 


80 ſeldom out; and the higher their Rank, the 
greater 
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33 their Unhappineſs. The Jealouſy of the 
usbands is ſo great, that they build Chapels i; 
their Palaces, to prevent their Wives from going 


to Church. In this they imitate the rich 146. 


metans, who have Bagnio's in their own Houles, 


that their Wives may have no Pretence to go to 


the publick Baths. 

From the Reſtraint under which the Fair Scx in 
Portugal are kept, flow a great many Crimes un- 
known in other Countries. The Heat of the 
Climate, and Reſtraint that provokes Deſire, make 
them paſs all Bounds; and it very often happens, 
that a Brother is his Siſter's Gallant. The Por- 
tugueſe look upon this deteſtable Crime as a Pe- 
cadillo, from which a Journey to Kome abſolves 
them; and neither the Length nor Fatigue of the 
Journey (top their Deſires, for, if we're to believe 
Fame, ſuch ſort of Intrigues are very common 
in Portugal. But what's certain, is, that among 
thoſe that beat Marble on the Stair of St Peter's 
Dome, the uſual Pennance for ſuch ſort of Crimes, 
there are ten Portugueſe for one of any other Nation. 

Thou'lt eaſily judge, that Strangers muſt be at 


a Loſs in a Country where the Women are fo 


ſtrongly guarded, and where Jealouſy is ſo violent. 
The only Reſource, and a poor one it is, are 
ſome pitiful Coftee- houſes, and wretched Taverns, 
in the laſt of which you may find Crowds of old 
batter'd Wh——s; and 'tis as dangerous for e 
Stranger to fall into their Clutches, as it is to! 
one of our Brethren to fall into thoſe of the In 
quiſition. A Man mult have Buſineſs at Lion, t0 
be able to ſtay long in it. Without that, Tim: 
ſits very heavy upon him, in the Manner that hc 


mult paſs it there. | he Portugueſe ordinarily keep 
the Houle, and rarely go abroad, but when Bur 


neſs calls them; and their Houſes are as careful! 
watch'd as the 7 urks Seraglio's. Tis mpoſſbl 
| 05 
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for a Stranger, let him be ever ſo lovely or agree- 
able, to expect to make any Acquaintances in this 
Country. The very Court has an Air of Con- 
ſtraint and Confinement, and every thing paſſes 
with a Gravity directed and regulated by Jealouſy. 
The Ladies make their Court to the Queen in 
their fineſt Clothes and Jewels; but they're ſo 
well watch'd, that *tis almoſt impoflible for them 
to be reveng'd of their Husbands for the Slavery 
they keep them in. 

Nevertheleſs, *tis true, that Love ſometimes gets 
the better of all their Precautions, and ſurmounts 
all Obſtacles. So great Art is neceſſary for this, 
and ſo perfect an Acquaintance with the Maxims 
of the Country, that 'tis impoſſible for a Stranger 

erer to have an Intrigue with a Woman of Rank. 
_ Tis the utmoſt that a Man born and bred in the 
Country can expect. 

Fare wel, my Friend; may thou be always prof. 

perous, and may Heaven ſtill be propitious to thee. 


; £ $$$ + 
Lisbon, n. 
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LETTER CXXI. 


AARON MONCECA to Isaac ONis. 


7 HOU knoweſt, my dear Iſaac, how much 
| I was prejudiced againſt the Cabbaliſts. 
| Dare I confeſs my Weakneſs? Since 1 
have had an Opportunity, in this Country, to con- 
verſe with a Profeſſor of the occult Sciences, I 
degin to believe that many Things which J e 
1 ridi- 
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ridiculous, are neither impoſſible nor contrary to 
ſound Philoſophy. Not that I approve all that is 
ſaid by Paracelſas's Diſciples. But I think that, 
though the Exiſtence of Gnomes, Sylphs, Salaman— 
ders and Onaines *, be not true, yet there is no- 
thing in the Belief of them contrary to the com— 
mon Laws of Nature, and that a Poffibi s of 
them may be admitted without ſuppoſing T |nys 
abſurd, and contrary to Reaſon, as moſt of tue 
modern Philoſophers pretend. Here are my Rea- 
ſons. What Weight they may have with thee 1 
know not. 

To deny the Poſfſitility of a Thing's exiſting, 
there muſt not only be Proofs of its not exiltjns, 
but alſo that it cannot exiſt; but I find none «i 
the laſt againſt Sy/phs, Gnomes, Salamanders and On- 
dines. What Impoſlibility is there in ſuppoling 
that there may be animate Bodies, of fo ſubtile 
and delicate Matter, that they are without the 
Reach of our Senſes? We agree that they are not 
capable of penetrating into the firſt Springs of Na- 
ture, and can only perceive the groſſer Parts, and 
yet we mult not from thence pretend to deny, that 
there are Principles extremely fine, which (if! 
may ſo ſpeak) are the principal Artificers of Na- 
ture. Why will we then imagine, that there can- 
not be animate Creatures compoſed of Matter 10 
ſmall and fine as not to ſtrike our Senſes ? 

Before the Invention of Microſcopes, we knew 
not that in Vinegar there were Multitudes ot 
Worms; we boldly denied that there were little 
Fiſhes in the Water that we drink ; and yet, tor 
many Years, we have been convinced of the Ex. 
iſtence of all theſe Animals: And therefore, !! 


there's a Number of living Creatures in mow 


According to the cabbaliſts, the Sy{phs inhabit the Ait, 2 
Gnomes the Earth, the Salamanders the Fire, and the Ondine, the 
Water. | 
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which, with our naked Eyes, we cannot diſcern, 
why may not there allo be in the Air, and in the 
other Elements? 

But it will perhaps be ſaid, That theſe Iuſects are 
nor hid from us but by reaſon of their extraordinary 
Smalneſs ; whereas it is pretended, that the Gnomes, 
Sylphs, &c. are of the Jide of Men. 

To this I anſwer, That the Size of the Gomes 
and Sy/phs is not a Reaſon of their being viſible, 
provided the Parts of which they are compoſed be 


| extremely fine and thin. A Space of Air ſix Foot 


long ſtrikes the Sight no more than one of a Foot, 
or of an Inch, and therefore, ſuppoſing the (9mes 
to be form'd of a light aerial Matter, their Stature 
is not perceptable by us. Let us ſuppoſe a Column 
of thole Worms that are in the Vinegar extending 
from the Earth to the Sky. Our Eyes, without 
the Help of a Microſcope, wou'd not perceive 
this Column, notwithitanding its vaſt Extenſion, 
becauſe the Parts of which it is compoſed fall not 
under our Senſes. Thus, though an infinite Num- 
ber of Atoms fill the Space that lies betwixt the 
Earth and the Moon, and though all that Space 
be full, yet to us it appears void, becauſe the Mat- 
ter with which it is filPd comes not within the 
Reach of our Senſes. The Reaſon therefore of 
the Elementary Beings not being vilible is no Ar- 
gument againſt their txitence. It ſuffices to eſta- 
bliſh the Poſſibility of tocic Exiſtence, by proving 


| that there are actually many Creatures animated 


and exiſting of which our Senſes of themſelves 
can have no Knowledge. 


| The Moment that it is granted the Air may be 
| peopled with inviii '» Beings, it will naturally 
| follow, that the Earth, Vater and Fire, who are 
lements, whoſe Parts can more ealily join and 
| Unite, have the Power of pruducing a Number of 
| Dodies waom God vivifies and animates, and yet 
| | compoled 
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compoſed of Parts ſo ſmall that they are not Git: 
cernable by our Senſes. But (reply the Philoſo- 
phers) we have no Idea of theſe pretended rational 
Creatures, We know not how they exiſt. We are 
entirely ignorant of their Form and Shape, and lis 
ridiculous to admit a Thing of which we have u 
Knowledge. | 
This Reaſoning, with all Submiſſion to the mo— 
dern learned Men, is by no means concluſive, 
Habe you, may it be anſwer'd, à more diſtin Ni. 
tion of your own Soul! Do you concerve what a Sji- 
rit 15? or what Form and Figure it has? No, with- 
ont doubt, and 2 you admit of its Exiſtence. Why 
then will you deny that of Sylphs and Gnomes, 4 
which you have a leſs confuſed Idea than of a Spirit? 
ſince whatſoever is material, how ſmall ſoever it ma 
be, comes within the Reach of human Underſtanding. 
Mens Faculties are ſo ſtinted, that 'tis not only 
poſſible we may have no Idea of certain Creatures, 
but it alſo may be very probable, that a great 
Number ot Perſons, endowed with a competent 
Knowledge, might nevertheleſs be ignorant of the 
Poſſibility of Animals living in Water. Let us 
ſuppoſe, that a certain Number of Men inhabit 1 
dry, ſandy Part of any Country, remote from tie 
Sea and Rivers, and who have nothing but Wells: 
[The Thing 14 Bot impoſſible; for in many of the 
Deſerts of Arabia, there are nothing but ſome Wei 
dug by the Bedouins.] Theſe Men would cer 
tainly have no Idea of Fiſh, if they had neve! 
heard of them. They would look upon it as ! 
moſt abſurd Thing to ſuppoſe, that any thing cat 
long live in Water, becauſe they would ſec Lan 
Animals, thrown into it, immediately die. I a5, 
If the Fiſh would leſs exiſt? and if the Reaſu- 
ings of ſuch People would deſtroy the Fiſh in tbe 
Sea and Rivers? 


II 
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Tis the very ſame with reſpect to the Philoſo- 
phers who deny the Poſſibility of Sy/phs and Gnomes. 
They know not what paſles in the Air: Their 
teeble Eyes repreſent to them as a great void Space, 
a large and extended Mats; and they judge of 
what paſſes in this Maſs by the Ideas which they 
have of the void Space, which is directly its con— 
trary. For though the Philoſophers are perſuaded 
that the Space betwixt the Earth and the Firma- 
ment is full of Bodies, or rather, one entire Body, 


yet their Senſes ſeem to get the better of their 


Thoughts and Reflections when they deny the Poſ- 


F ſibility of the Elementary People. 


Theſe are the Reaſons, my Friend, upon which 
PS 7 ? - 
ground my Opinion. Morcover, I am as fully 


* perſuaded that 'tis impoſſible for us ever to have 


any Commerce with the S$y/phs and Gnomes, as I 


am of the Poſſibility of their Exiſtence. Far from 


giving into the ridiculous Stories and chunerical 
Notions of the Cabaliſts, I maintain, that if there 
be Elementary People, they cannot render them- 


E ſelves vitible to Men, as 'tis ablurd to jmayiue 
theſe can find Means to render their Senles ſo 


quick and penctrating as to dilcover what God 
and Nature have thought fit to keep a Secret. 1 
can't hinder myſelf from ſmiling, when J hear a 
Cabaliſt gravely telling me, that cgucculratiug ihe 
Fire of the World by coacave Nirrors in a Globe of 


C, and by afiag a ſolar Powder that is ford in 
that Glaſs after its purihed from the wither Hlements, 
aud a certain aantity. therevj taken daily, I raiſe 


ö . . * — % 7 
the Fire within me to ſuch a Degree, that I became as 


were of a fierv Nature. 


The Secret of making ourſelves familiarly ac- 


quainted with the Gz9mes, Sylphs and Nymph, 
ſcems to be equally ridiculous; It confiſts ia a- 
ding a Glaſs fill'd with Air, mingled with Mater or 


Earth, to have it expoſed to the San, then to ſepa 


Vor III. N rate 


V. 
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rate the Elements; which done, we have a wonder. 
ful Medicine for exalting in us the Element that 1 
would have predominant, and rendering our Senſo 
quick enough to diſcern diſtinctly the Elementary Be- 
ing. 

Good Senſe and common Underſtanding dif: 


cover at once the Folly of this fort of Reaſoning, 
and the Impoſſibility of any Truth in theſe Caba- 
liſtical Secrets: For, ſuppoſe 1 inclin'd to be gc- 
quainted with a Salamander, what would all the 
folar Powder 1 could fwallow down 4ignily 7 
Could it ever deſtroy in me that Quantity of earth- 
ly Matter which daily augments by Nourifhment 
Could it get the better of the Air by which | lire 
and breathe? Suppoſe I were to ſwallow ever 16 
much Powder, a Quarter of an Hour after I al 
have taken in a great Quantity of Air; and my 
Lungs, which receive and reject, my Noſtrils 
and Mouth, which give it Entrance into my Bo. 
dy, are declared Enemies to the Element of Fire, 
which I would have predominant over the reſt: 
And *tis the fame with reſpect to other Secrets tha! 
tend to give in Man a Superiority to one particu: 
lar Element, and thereby to endow him with tic 
pretended igneous or aquatick Nature. 

The Blindneis of the Cabaliſts goes till further 
They confidently affirm, That, by applying a litii 
f the prepar'd Earth to the Navel to obtain the Sir 
ciety of the Gnomes, owe may eaſily ſubſiſt with 
Meat or Driak. The famous Paracelſus affirm 
that he tried this: And a Man mult be either? 
very great Foolor Knave to advance ſuch an er 
cient Impoiture. _— 

I'm not ſurpriſed that a Cabaliſt has wrote ſuc 
Impertinences, when I ſee Doctors in all the ir 
ferent Religions gravely telling the molt abſut! 
Things How many Fables have been pub!iſ!'s 
by our Rabbins on the Subject of the ancient S- 
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yrs and Fauns * Rabbi Abraham imagin'd, that 
they were rational Creatures, but imperfect, be- 
cauſe God was prevented from giving them the fi- 
. niſhing Touch, by the Approach ot the Sabbath 
Evening. Among the Nagarenes, Lertulliau, Fu- 
0 ſlin, Laclautius, Cyprian, Clemens of Alexandria, 
„and Athenagoras, fancied that theſe Fauus were An— 
7 gels transtorm'd into this Shape, for the Crime 
they committed, when God threw ſo many of 


e them into Hell, and concluded that this Fall of 
Angels was owing to their Deſire after Women. 
„ 1 ke Pagans puſh'd this Error {till further, by ma— | 
FF king Divinities of theſe Faun. | ' 
oF Illis impoflible that a Philoſopher, who makes 20 
oF uſe of his Reaſon, can adopt any one of thele dif- 1 
11 terent Sentiments, all equally abſurd, and contrary t 
do the Light of Nature. is more than probable 
that the Sa, ſuch as the Ancients delcrib'd them, 
0 never cxiited, and that the uteleſs Diflertations 
ic, made upon the Subject of thoſe Animals have been 
t taken from the Ideas of ſome Painter or Poet, AY 
n who created all theſe imaginary Beings. I would N 
eu- have People, before they attempt to account tor a A 
te F | | bing, firſt examine ſerioutly if it actually exiſts, | 
or ever did. Des Cartes has given us a long Dit- 9 
ger. f{ertation of the perpetual Lamps found in the 
e 1 ombs of the Ancients, and the Fallity of this 
- Fact has been made appear in the Sequel. Demo- 
wi _ tus puzzled his Brain for feveral Days to find 
m4 out the Reaſon why Wooll grew on the Figs in | 
ra bis Garden, and made a Diſcourſe upon it, which | 
cv not only pleated himſelf, but all his Friends; but 
it happen'd that his Maid found out a Reaſon 1 
uch! Which was more convincing, and which gave a ter- by 
di- rible Blow to the Philoſopher's Pride, who had 
furl ! loſt both his Time and Labour. I fancy the an- 
04 dient Fauns reſembled Democritus's Figs ; and thoſe 


% Who have made long Diſcourſes on theſe Half 


Ws 
as N 2 Men 


1 ** . 
Is 


x 
E 

a 

* 0 
. 

1 5 
18. 

[ | 

* 
„ 

# 

Þ 

. 
-* 

0 

[| 
I 

Wt 
PI - 

41 1 
= 

hk * 

MW 
=. 

*\ 

7 '” 
J 4 9 
4 N 

M 

„ 
4.08 

08 
17 
„ t 

4 
b 
vi y 
+8 
4.45 
8 [ 
444 
WH 

3 4 
s.. 7 5 
4 
= + 
4 ! 4 
y 
4.x 
1 
| , 
1. 
* 
=. 
N 
e 
o U 5 
„ 

. 
„ 

19 
} i 
* 
$04) 4: 

_ 
. 
. 
1.1 
v1 

* 

WY 
” 
5 
"7 | 
bl 
W 1 
Ne. 
N 
' 

. 
3 4 
_— 

We 
is l 
'X 1 
b N 

N 
* 
1 
4. 
th 
. 
1 

. 

1 
"i | 
448% 

* a 
* ki : 
1 
i 4 

n 

A7 
J $1 
1 

2 1 
„ 
4.2286 
0 $5)" 
. N. 
8 

» 
1 
. s 

* * 

14 
* 

11 
1 
is : "R 

15 

©. 
14 . 
buſh 
* . 

„ . 
= 
1 

& . 
x 

6 
+; 

I 709 
oY 
nhl 

* 


3 


> 
— > 


* 4 * — 
JI 

2 — 

” - - Gr 


130 JEWISH LETTERS. 


Men, would have been ſtrangely ſurpriſed if ſome 
old Author had come to tell them that they never 


| Exiited but in his Imagination and Writings. 


[| will not, however, pretend to affirm, that 
nat has been reported of the Fanns is mere hic: 


tion, without any Foundation, becauſe I do really 


belicve their Exiſtence poſſible. We read, in the 
Life of Paul the Hermit, written by Ferome, a ta- 
mous Doctor among the Nazarezes, and in that 
ot Authony, another Hermit, written by Athana- 
His, that theſe Inhabitants of the Deſerts had long 
Conyeriations with Faxus, who had own'd to 
them that they had a Knowledge of the Divinity“ 
It Credit is not given to theſe Authors, let the In- 
credulous look into Pliny, and they'll find that, 
in the Iudies, Satyrs are common. Plutarch aſſures 
as, that a living Satyr was preſented to Sy//z as he 
pals'd by Dyruchium in Albania, now call'd Dy- 
razz0. The Roman confider'd him with Attention, 
but by no means could. underſtand his Language, 
which was very rough, reſembling the neighing of 
a Horſe, or a Goat f. nk 

his Paſſage would incline me to believe, 
that the Satyrs ſpoken of were the monſttu— 
ons Product of Men with Brute Females; and 
that, tar from having Capacities ſuperior to thole 
Of the loweſt Claſs of Men, they had leſs of the 
Man than of the mere Animal, incapable of en- 
N | | preſſing 
According to St Jerome, St Anthony met with a Centaur, ſuck 
as the Poets deſcribe them; and the ſame Author affi rms, that 
this Saint ſaw, in a little Time after, a Satyr, ſuch as the Pain 
ters repreſent. Conſpicit (Antonius) eminem equo mixium, cui 
opinio poctarum Hyppocentauro vocabulum indidit. Nec mora inter ſix” 
ſam convallem hand grandem, homuntulum vidit, aduncis naribus, fron 
te cormbus aſperatẽ, cujus extrema pars corporis in caprarum pee. dee 
finebat, Hieronimus Epiſtolar, Lib. III. de vita Pauli, primi E- 


remite, See the 4th Letter or Part of the Secret Memoirs of 
che Republick of Letters, wherein the Wonders reported b! 


St Jerome are fully conſidet'd. | 


; Plurarch in the Life of Sylla. 
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preſſing themſelves otherwife than Sy/la's Satyr. 
The Pagan Superſtition deify'd thoſe Demi-Men. 
The Nazarezes made Angels or Demons of them, 
and the Jets imperfect Creatures: But the Philo- 
ſopher, ſeeming to deſpiſe the Examination of this 
Queltion, contented himſelf with denying their 
Exiſtence, that he might not be obliged to explain 
their Nature. | 
Farewel, my Friend; I heartily wiſh thee all 


Manner of Proſperity. 


| Hamburgi, N 
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** 


| Can't account, my Friend, for that violent 


Hatred which all Nations have conceived 
againſt us Fews.. Whatever Religion they 


| profeſs, or in whatever Country they live, they 
aA agree in this Point. "The Mabometans, Papiſts, 
L Proteſtants, Arminians, and Lutherans, equally de- 
pile us, and carry their Contempt to the greateſt 


Height, For ſome time I imagin'd that this Anti- 


pathy was the Effect of Diverſity in Religion: 


But J afterwards changed my Opinion, when I 


| law Numbers of quite different Religions have 


tne greateſt Eſteem for one another. The Qzakers 


| Cifter as much as we from the Nazarenes ; they 
admit of no Sacrament, not even Baptiſm itſelf, 


and yet the Nagarenes neither hate nor deſpiſe 
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We mult therefore endeavour to find out elſe— 
where than in Religion the Caule of the Antipa- 
thy that all Nations have of us. The lower Class 
of Men may indeed be influenc'd by it; but tis 
certain that this is not the ſole Cauſe, and that 
there mult be ſome particular Reaſon why we 
are the Objects of general Hatred; for were i; 
nothing but the Diverſity of Religion, why would 
the Tarks hate us more than they do the Nazu- 
renes, or Why ſhould the latter deteſt us more 
than Turks ? 

*I'is my Opinion, that we muſt ſeek, in the 
bad Conduct of our Brethren, what we commonly 
attribute to the Difference of Religion. Should 
we give Credit to Nazarene Hiſtorians, we would 
find that the Crimes of ſome Fews have been of 
tatal Conſequence to our Nation. £Azgord, Phy- 
tician and Hiſtoriographer to Philip Auguſtis, 
writes, that in the Year 1180 our Brethren {ſettled 
at Paris, being reſolved to ſacrifice at the Cele— 
bration of the Paſlover, thought they could no! 
take a more effectual Way of obtaining the Fa- 
vour of the Almighty, than by immolating a Ns 
⁊arene. They carried off, ſays he, a young Lai ij 
twelve Years old, named Richard, Sou to a 1: 
Tradeſman; and, after having miſerably tore ku 
Fleſh, by whipping, crucified him. I his barbarous 
Action having come to the Knowledge of ti: 
Freach, all who were concern'd in this terrible 
Sacrifice, were condemn'd to die, and all ou! 
People tor ever baniſhed the Kingdom. 
France is not the only Country that has charged 
us with ſuch Cruelties: The Inhabitants of the 
City of Trent commemorate annually the Death 
of a little Boy, named Simon, a Shoe-make! 
Son, whom the Jeu, ſay they, carried off, and 
in a molt barbarous manner drew out all t 
Blood, for the celebrating the Paſſover ; throw!!; 

, afterwards 
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afterwards the Carcaſe into a Common-ſhore un- 
der the Synagogue. I he Thing being diſcover'd, 
the Jeus were leverely puniſh'd ; and, to this very 
Day, the Nazarenes ſnew the Houſe where this 
barbarous Butchery was committed. | 

| know not what to think when I read or hear 
talk of ſuch Facts. I am well aſſured that no 
ſuch Cruelties are practis'd in our Synagogues 


now-a-days; and I can ſcarce believe that ever 


they happen'd ; and yet they ſeem to be accom- 
pany'd with ſo many Circumſtances that prove 
the Reality, that 'tis almoſt impoſſible to disbelieve 
them. But after all, allowing that there have been 
ſome Jews ſo wicked and furious as to be tranſ- 
ported. to ſuch Exceſſes, muſt the Crimes of a 
few fall upon a whole Nation? Nothing is more 
eaſy than to prove, that only a few Mad-men 
were guilty of ſuch Barbarities, and that the Jeu, 
in general, were not only ignorant of them, but 
that even they who know them were ſeiz'd with 
Horror at the very I houghts of ſuch deteſtable 
Practices. And to prove this, let us only conſider 
what the Hiſtoriographer of Philip Auguſtus lays, 
viz. That the Criminals were punitſh'd with Death, 
and the reſt baniſbd the Kingdom, So that as 
there were only fifteen or ſixteen executed, if 
more had been found guilty, the Nagarenes would 
not have ſpared them; conſequently the whole 
Nation baniſh'd France were not chargeable with 
theſe Cruelties. Nevertheleſs, by ſurprizing ill 
Luck, that Horror, which the Crime of a few 
guilty Perſons juſtly merited, reach'd the Whole, 
and the French are perſuaded that the Fews in ge- 
neral approved of ſuch deteſtable Sacrifices, and 
no more is neceſlary to render them odious to the 
whole Univerſe. What can throw a greater 
Scandal upon a People, than to have been chaced 
out of a Kingdom for ſuch abominable Deeds? 


Tis 
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is not to ſuch Prejudices alone that we are tg 
attribute the Hatred and Contempt of all People 
towards us. The ſordid Avarice and Diſhoneſty 
of ſome of our Brethren, have made us the Ob- 


jects of mortal Hatred. Thus the Innocent ſut- 


ter for the Guilty, and many [/rael;tes, Worthy 
the Eſteem of all honeſt Men, and faithful Ob— 
ſervers of the divine Law, are promiſcuouſly con- 
founded with People whom they infinitely de- 
ſpiſe, and are the firſt to condemn. 

Our FRabbres ought to have made it their Bulj- 
neſs to give us ſome Books of Morality, which 
would have been much more uſeful, and done us 
more Honour among the different Religions, than 
that monſtrous Heap of Viſions which the greateſt 
part of our Authors have brought to light, and 
which have only ſerved to diſcredit our Writers 
and our Nation. I would have our Doctors con- 
fine themſelves to the Explication of our Law, 
and to make the Diſcouragement of thoſe Vi ices 
which they know to reign among us, the princi- 
pal Object of their Care and Application: That 
they would conſtantly ſet before our Eyes how 
God is offended with Theft, and how deſpicable 
Uſury muſt appear to Men of Honour and Pro- 
bity. If our Brethren could but be perſuaded to 
be leſs covetous, it were poſſible to make them 
regain the Eſtcem of all Nations, for why would 
they refuſe it us, if we were worthy of it? I have 
already ſhewn that Difference of Religion was no 
Reaſon for fixing the Eſteem or Hatred of Men. 
Ours has ſo*great Beauties iu it, that the Moment 
the Fews were acknowledg'd to be virtuous, they 
would at leaſt be aſſured of the Favour of all the 
Philoſophers, learn'd, and reaſonable Men. But 
the Misfortune is, that our Kab#zes are ſo far from 
endeavouring to combate the Covetouſneſs of the 


Iſraelites, on the contrary, they are the firſt er 
6 elves 
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ſelves of giving Examples of ſordid Avarice; ſo 
that the Prayers of the greateſt part of the Jeu 
in their Synagogues agree with what one of the 
Ancients wrote of the Pagan Devotions: Do we 


ſee, ſays he, any repair to the Temples to beg of 


the Goas Perfection in Eloquence, or Knowleage in 
the Secrets of Philoſophy? Do _ fo much as asR 
Clearneſs of Reaſon, or Health of Body? But, of all 
thoſe who go to the Capitol before they reach the 
Gate, one promiſes great Offerings to the Deity, 
who is there ador'd, to haſten the Death of a rich 
Relation; another, that he may find a hidden 
Treaſure; a third, that he may have the Happineſs 
of acquiring an immenſe Eſtate *. Such are the 
Prayers which the greateſt part of the Fews offer 
up to God Almighty. They forget that by the 
Law they are reſtrain'd from coveting their 
Neighbour's Goods; and the Rabbins, far from 
putting them in mind of this divine Precept, ſeem 
to have quite forgot it themſelves; for which 
Reaſon that odious Fable, propagated by the Na- 


Tarenes, of our laying ourſelves under an Oath of 


cheating People as much as we can, ought not 


| to appear extraordinary, They judge of our Pre- 


cepts by our Actions, and tho' the famous Leo of 


Modena has briskly refuted thoſe who have branded 
us with ſuch an abominable Cultom, and has ſhewn 


how far we are from following ſuch pernicious 
Maxims, and from looking upon them as Points 


of Doctrine; yet notwithſtanding the learn'd 


Writings of that eminent Few, a great many Na- 


| : Rarenes are (till perſuaded that 'tis no Breach of 
Charity to charge us with this criminal Sentiment. 


We 
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Quis unquam venit in Teraplum & Votum fecit, fi ad Eloquen= 
um parveniſſet ? Dis, fi Philoſophiæ Fontem inveniſſet? Ac ne bonam 
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Wee ſhall never be able to regain the Eſteem of ! ii 
other Nations, but by a total Change of our Con- 1 |; 
duct, and by ſhewing as much Diſintereſtedneſs as 8 
we have hitherto ſhewn ourſelves entirely dei vcd E 
to Avarice: Not that l'm againſt our Brethreus 1 þ 
reaping a moderate Profit in their Commerce: 1 5 
Nothing is more allowable; but I could wih ! 1 
they were more ſincere, and that all their Da- {+ 
ings were founded upon Candour and Equity. th 
- When I ſtood up for this Opinion againſt 7ew; , 5. 
who were of a different Sentiment, and who ! «© 
thought 'themſclves exempted from being ſo very Þ v 
much upon the Punctilio of Honour-with Nn ſp 
renes, I could never come into their Reaſons. Þ th 
We pay, ſay they, extravagant Taxes: Prince: 1 va 
many Countries look upon us as ſo many Beaſts, ai 
even ſell us the very Air that we breathe, ud fo 
by _— alone that we obtain Liberty to live amm an 
them. In ſome German Tywns they make »s ji of 


twenty Pence an Hour as long as we ſtay. I: i At 
this a moſt horrid Impoſition? Can we be obliged | Pe 


act with Candour, where we are ſo craclly perſ N. 
ented? And may we not, with Fuſtice, make Rei. Ce 
fals ou the Natarenes who thus rob us, and enriv Þ the 
themſelves with the Spoils of our Induſtry? rec 
Whatever Aſpe& ſuch Reaſons may carry a W Kit 
firft Sight, yet their Deformity will ſoon diſcova ! | 
itſelf, in their claſhing with that Principle whic! Þ ſpe 
abſolutely forbids the puniſhing of one Crime i 
another. Upon this Head the Morality of te #4 
Nazarenes excells; 'tis true, they ſeldom put it 


Practice; but one of the principal Maxims of the! 
Religion is, that they are not upon any Pretenc: 
whatever to commit Evil: In this their civil au 
canonical Precepts perfectly agree. Some UF © 
Montane Doctors, 'tis true, have maintain'd Wi 
impious Principle, That Subjects are abſolv'd ,, 
their Allegiance, and may revolt againſt their Pius 
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if they are Hereticks. But theſe abominable Opi- 
nions have been exploded by all Nations, where 
Superſtition hath not ſtifled all Sentiments of 
Honour and Religion. The Parliaments of France 
have condemn'd ſuch Books to the Diſgrace of 


being burnt by the common Hangman, and the 
Univerſities have ſharply refuted them; and yet 


theſe very Princes (a Thing which mult ſurprize 


| thee) who have been ſo outrageouſly inſulted, 


have made no great Account of their Zeal. How- 
ever, hitherto France and Germany have rejected, 
with Horror, all Doctrines that attack'd the Re- 
ſpect due to Sovereigns. *Tis to the Love of 


their Subjects that many Princes owe the Preſer— 


vation of their Glory. While they were lull'd 


| aſleep in their Pleaſures, or ſeem'd to have quite 
forgot their high Rank, Rome, always ambitious, 


and conſtantly upon the Watch for Opportunities 


of encroaching upon the Privileges of Kings, made 
|: Attempts to overturn their Thrones : But the 
People took Fire upon the firſt Appearance of any 


| Novelty that might be attended with dangerous 


: Conſequences; and, by checking the Ambition of 


the Sovereign Pontiffs, gave the Piinces Time to 


recover from their Lethargy, and to defend their 


| Rights. 


Farewel, my Friend, may thou be ever pro- 
ſperous. 


Hamburgh, we. 
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LET TEN CAXHI:. 
IS AAC Onis 7? AARON MON CEA. 
amining the different philoſophical Syſtems, 


without, however, giving abſolutely into any 
of them. 1 look upon them all as probable, but 


I AM daily more and more delighted in cx- 


don't think that there's any one of them without 


its Difficulties, and that diſcovers no weak Side 
on which it may be attack'd. I leave to certain 
giddy Heads that Adoration they pay to the Opi— 
nions of a favourite Author; and whatever Rc 
putation a Philoſopher may have acquit'd, I am 


not blindly to admire him. Pm of Opinion that 


there are many Secrets in Nature hidden from al! 
Men, and which the modern Philoſophers have as 
little explain'd as the Ancients. 
An Arabian of my Acquaintance lent me, ſome 
Days ago, a Manuſcript, in which I found feveril 
entertaining Things, but no great Iniiructiol: 
The Author pretends, that Men, Beaſts, and ever) 
living Thing, were produced by the Sea. Ihe 
firſt Defect of this Syſtem is to be directly 0pp0- 
ſite to the Exiſtence of a Deity ; and as | greit'y 
deſpiſe Philoſophers who are blind enough hot to 
be ſtruck with this firſt Truth, ſo there necch 
muſt be ſomething very entertaining and wWüün 
cal in this Syſtem to engage me to read it with 
Pleaſure. Here follows a ſhort Expoſition of ti: 


Scheme. | 


The 
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The Arabian Author pretends that a great Change 
has inſenſibly happen'd in the Earth, ſo that all we 
now ſee dry was formerly under Water; and he 
maintains that the Seas and Waters will be inſen— 
ſibly waſted; that the Land will be dried by the 
Heat of the Sun in After-ages, and, when no more 
moilten'd, will kindle into Flame, and Gdiilipate 
itſelf in Sparks through the immenſe Space ot the 


| Univerſe. 


Such is the Syſtem of this Philoſopher with Re- 
ſpect to the World in general, and here's what he 
lays of Man and of the terreſtrial Animals in par- 
ticular. When the Waters were conluin'd to a. 
certain Degree, and a great Space ot Earth re- 
main'd uncover'd, ſome aquatick Animals vicd 


| themſelves, by degrees, to browze and feed upon 


Grais in the Fields; that the Man, the Ox, the 
Horle, Sc. coming out of the Water for ſome 
Time, return'd thereatter from whence they came, 


but that in Proceſs of 1 ime, going tarther and 
farther from the Bank, they wholly abandon'd 


their firſt Element, and were conſtant Relidents 


upon the Land, after which they chang'd, by de- 


prees, their Nature, the Sun hardening the Skins 
of ſome of them, and making Hair grow in 
others, different from what they formerly had. 
He pretends that Habit, which is a ſecone Nature, 


did in the Sequel render the Iſſue of theſe aqua- 


tick Animals incapable of living any where but 
on the Land; and that the greateſt part of the 
Birds could no longer frequent the Waters, not 
being accuſtom'd to them from their being hat ch'd, 
except Sea and River Fowl, whoſe Anceſtors had 
Iltuck to their Element. That the Caſe was the 
lame with Men and four-footed Beaſts as with 


Birds, that now fly about upon the Face of the 


Earth, by degrees they loſt the Cuſtom of fre- 


| quenting the Waters, and changed their Nature. 
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We ſee, ſays the Arabian Author, that the gun u. 
rirely changes the Shape aud Completion of Nez, 
Children are bora white in Ethiopia, and their Hir I 
ig not ſhort and woolliſp; they only turn black ſyme = 4 
Days after Birth, and "ts a conſiderable Time bee ? 
any Thing like Wooll appears upon their Heads. The R 

Fl 


Reaſon of which is, that Men ſtill retain ſumethins 
of their firſt Nature and Quality, and that when they 8 * 
were aquatick Animals, they were intirely white, i 
and had no Vil in place of Hair, but when they 
changed their ancient Element, they were more ir iſ 
leſs changed, according to the greater or leſſer Taflu- {&- * 
ence of the Vapours of the Earth, and the Heat « 


the Sun. la 
All Animals, continues the Arabian Writer, fei . 
retain ſomething of their firſt Qualities; there ar w, 
zone of them but what can plunge in Water and li: © 
ſome Time in it. The Ox, the Horſe, the Dog, ani iſ F 
other Creatures, ſwim naturally: Man would do , a) 
fame, did not Fear hinder him from executing the 4 


Motious which Nature would teach him. In cerian W- p) 
Seas Mermen are ſtill to be found; and the Dutci i pe 
Hiſtorians make Mention of a Girl preſerved air: 4 
a long Time at Harlem, about three hundred Yea! 
ago, and who was catch'd upon the Shore juſt an j6: 
came out of the Sea, In many other Countries Creir 
tures have been ſeen half Men half Fiſh, and there 
fore *tis eaſy to perceive that the Element of Wati! 
25 by u means imcompativle with a Bod orgunid“ 
like to that of a Man, and that nothing but Hai, 
which they contracted from the Moment of the 
Birth, of breathing the Air of the Land, hini!' 
them from living in the Bottom of the Sea. This 15, 
in ſhort, my dear Monceca, the Syſtem of this 4% 
bian Philoſopher, who, to this Day, is puzz1ils 
his Brains to find out new Proofs for eſtabliſiil; 
it; and having ask'd my Opinion, I told bim. 


very ſincerely, that all Syſtems which attack's 1e l 
| | Exiſtence | 4 
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Exiſtence of a Deity, and which ſuppos'd, as a 
firlt Principle of Things, that Chance had reduc'd 
Matter into certain Forms, muſt unavoidably be 


attended with unjuſtifiable Opinions, and be like 
ga Caſtle built on Sand, which the ſlighteſt Motion 
& - mult overturn from Top to Bottom. *Tis very 
" ſurprizing that Philoſophers ſhould not comprehend 
6 the Neceſſity of a T hing whole Exiſtence is plainly 
apparent to the meaneſt Conceptions. The moſt 
2 fallime Truths, ſays an Engliſh Author *, which 
9 


the brighteſt and beſt cultivated Wits among the Pa- 
gans could ſcarce come at, are now become familiar 
0 the moſt confin'd Underſtandings. This opens a 
11 large Field of agreeable Reflections to a Man who 
„ier, Things as a Philoſopher, and who is enaued 
with a Soul capable of being charm'd at the Progreſs 
F- which uſeful Knowledge makes among Mankind. 
What would all Greek and Roman Philoſophers 


** | ſay (who, after thirty or forty Years Study, had 
0 10 imperfect an Idea of the Deity) were they to 


return back again, and to ſee the leaſt Student in 


11:4 5 a 

mo Philoſophy prove, with the greateit Clearneſs and 
r Preciſion, that God cannot be material; becauſe 
WW cvery Body is ſubject to Diviſion, and what is di- 


„ vifible, cannot be God; fince there would be as 


X many Gods as Parts, or that the Deity ſhould be 
. eompoſed of Parts not divine. | 

1 The Aſtonimment of theſe Philoſophers would 
„ aacrcaſe, upon ſeeing the Error into which they 


“bad given, when they admitted Matter to be co- 
eternal with God. They would learn that, if this 


1. 1 » . . 
in | cre the Caſe, he could not be omnipotent, ſince 
Ae. . *h *z2 # 
6, e could not annihilate what he had not created ; 
75 and therefore 'tis equally ridiculous to aflert that 
1" WE Thing, which had no Beginning, can have an 


«ns End, as to maintain that God exilts, and is not 
* { OMn1potent ; ſo that theſe Greeks and Romans, ſo 
4 the N 2 loudly 


ence ”- The Speator, or modern Socrates, Tom. II. p. 157. 
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loudly cry'd up, would be aſhamed not to have 
made ſuch Reflections, and to have ſtruggl'd ſo 
long with Prejudices imbib'd in Infancy, and for- 
tified by Education. 

*Tis to us, my Friend, that the whole Univerſc 
is indebted for the Knowledge of the Deity. The 
firſt Nazareres that notified to the Pagaus the Unity 
and Immateriality of God, were Jews, who ſepe- 
rated themſelves from our Communion, and again 
whom Paflion has rais'd the Spleen of our Bre- 
thren. Nevertheleſs, it muſt be allow'd that they 
were great Men, who fhed their Blood to draw 
Mankind frem Idolatry, and if the Unity of God 
be univerſally known, the Obligation is intirely 
Owing to them. | 

When I was a Rabbi at Conſtantinople, I duilt 
not have expreſs'd myſelf in ſuch Terms. My 
Brethren would have look'd upon me with Hor 
ror, and even tax'd me with inclining to Nazare- 
niſm; as if we were not to render Juſtice to Me- 
rit wherever it is found, and that Difference in 
Religion ought to oblige one to diſguiſe his Sen- 
timents, ſo as to deſpiſe Perſons truly worthy ol 
Eſteem. Let us, my Friend, leave ſuch Weat- 
nels to People of low Genius, Ignorants, ad 
Fanaticks, as being the propereſt Sphere for them, 
and conclude that, when we ſee a Man of Genius 
run into Invectives againſt Perfons of Probity, , 
not Zeal for Religion, but Ambition, Hatred, 0 
ſome other Paſſion, that kindles the Flame. When 
| Paſcal wrote his Previacial Letters, the Defence 
of Nazareniſm had leſs Share than to expoſe tic 
Jeſuits; and when theſe perſecuted Arnauld, 'twis 
the Deſtruction of their Enemy, and not the Good 
of Religion, they had in View. The Half of tic 
Divines who have wrote againſt one another, 
were more latyrical and bitter againſt the Perſons 


of their Adverſaries, than the Errors they 1 
| taln d. 


. 2 „ 2 wy A 
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tain'd. ?Tis the ſame Caſe with other Writers, 
when they happen to claſh in their Sentiments, 
they critifize a Work, not becauſe it is bad, but 


becauſe it is the Production of an Adverſary. 


When 1 was in Germany, I happen'd to be ac- 
quainted with two Authors, who were perpetually 
prailing each other: Ihe one was Apollo's Heir, 


and the other the Darling of the Muſes. An 
unlucky Difference happen'd between them upon 
the Account of ſomething that one had wrote, 


and which the other, contrary to Cuſtom, found 


fault with. This was enough to ſet them by the 
| Ears: They tore one another to Pieces, each pre- 
tending that his Enemy ought to be baniſh'd from 
| Parnaſſus. In ſhort, they cry'd down, with all 

the Bitterneſs imaginable, the very Works they had 
formerly recommended to the Skies. I could not 
| conceive how they changed ſo ſuddenly from one 


Extreme to another. Such aCondad, laid I to one 


| of them, muſt hurt you in the Opinion of the World. 
| What Notion can your Readers have of your Works, 


when they ſee you now blaming, what you com- 


ended not many Pages before? To be ſure they will 
Juſtly conclude, that you praiſe without Grounds, and 


cenſure without Cauſe. Ii matters nothing, reply'd 


the Author, f I can but deſtroy the Praiſes that 1 


have formerly given the Man, who has had the Inſu- 
lence to critiſixe me, I am ſatisfied. I prais'd him, 


while be prais'd me, and when he changes his Note, 


{ll alter mine; and ſnould he write better than he 


y 


| does, I ſpould ſwear it was meer Stuff, not worth 
reading. | 
Lis thus, my Friend, Authors generally treat 
each other; and very few amongſt them commend 
i their Brethren, but upon the Proſpect of a ſuitable 
| Return, In the Republick of Letters, Encomi- 
ums are ſtaple Commodities; and | believe in all 
ther States 'tis pretty much the ſane, When we 


N 3 flatter 
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flatter one, we expect a Return. Self-love can- 
not brook a Silence ſo mortifying to the natural 
Vanity of Men, and which ſeems to tell them, 
they are infinitely inferior to thoſe whom they 
praiſe. 

I think it may be laid down as a general Prin— 
Ciple, that moſt Men commend from one or other 
of theſe two Motives, either that they may be 
commended, or that they may be rewarded ; few, 
from the ſole Pleaſure of doing Juſtice to Merit, 
are induced to publiſh the good Qualities of others. 
People look upon this noble and generous Way 
of Proceeding as a common Vertue, but if we 
examine the Thing nearly, we ſhall find how few 
there are ſo diſintereſted as to put it in Practice. 
Take care of thy Health, my dear Moxceca, live 
content and happy, and pardon my writing to 
thee ſo feldom. Pre ny, | 


Cairo KISSES 


cle ebe 
r 


LETTER ci. 


AARON MONCECA ro ISAAC ON IS. 


HE Nazarenes have a laudable Cuſtom, 
which I blame our Anceſtors for not ha- 
ving obſerv'd. They travel to thg Extre- 


mities of the World, preaching a Supreme Being, 
full of Goodneſs, Power, and Mercy, and there's 
no Country, hewever remote and barbarous, but 
where they go to deſtroy Idols, and to inſult them 
upon their veiy Altars. Did they but obſerve 
| tt16 
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* Jittle more Mildneſs, in their Manner of notify- 
ing a God, ſo worthy of the higheſt Reſpect, and 
that their Actions did not often claſh with the 
| Excellence of their Doctrine, I ſhould look upon 
the Miſſionaries as the molt deſerving Men in the 
Univerſe. Is there, in Effect, any thing more 


. glorious than to be intirely devoted to the Service 
© WF of an infinite Number of Perſons, groaning un- 
„der the Slavery of Prejudices, and to extricate 
, WW them out of the Gulf of Idolatry. 

5. Were they who go to enlighten the Minds of 
y [WF theſe unfortunate Pagaxs, but ſatisfied to inſtruct 
e WF them by the Dent of Reaſon, and did not employ 
w WF Force and Violence, the Idolatrous Nations 
e. would be much {ooner perſuaded of the Exiſtence 
e of one only God: But the Cruelties exerciſed by 
0 the Spaniards and Portugueſe, in certain Countries, 


and which are not unknown to many of theſe 
Savage Nations, have inſpired them with an in- 
ſurmountable Prejudice and moſt implacable Ha- 1 
| tred againſt thoſe who come to be their Inſtructors. * 
After all, what can an Indian think, who knows 
the Number of Perſons that are, from time to 
time, burnt at Goa? Theſe People, ſays he, who | 
| Zell me of a God, good and merciful, daily offer up, [4 
in Sacrifice, Numbers of their Fellou-Creatures to if 
this ſame God, and his Altars are conſtantly ſprinkled 117 
with human Blood. They barbarouſly burn Men of | 
Worth and Probity, who caunot force themſelves to 1 
believe Things that they think contrary to the Prin- 15 
ciples of Equity and Reaſon. The Pride and Cru- 5 
elty of Miſſionaries, in Countries where they have Lt 
| great Power, deſtroys all the Good the others bs. 
might do, in Places where they can only uſe 19 
Perſuaſion. | i 
Thowlt perhaps ask me, how I, who am a 4 
Jeb, come to intereſt myſelf in the Propagation ; 
| Of the Nazarene Faith? And of what Advantage 
| 


4 it 
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it can be to me? My Anſwer is plain and natural. 
The Eſtabliſhment of the Naxzarexe Principles is 
not what I aim at, but to propagate the Know- 
ledge of the Deity. Thou knowelt that my Opi- 
nion, as well as thine, ſtill was, that People might 
be ſaved in all Religions, provided they were truly 
vertuous. Now nothing is ſo prevalent to make 
Men ſuch as the Knowledge of the Divine Being, 
when it is not clouded, or in a manner extin- 
guiſh'd by a Number of incomprehenſible and con- 
tradictory DoQtrines, and Ceremonies vain and ri- 
diculous. We naturally ought to wiſh the Hap- 
pineſs of all Mankind, and therefore are obliged 
to the Miſſionaries who facilitate the Salvation of 
thoſe ſunk in Idolatry, by teaching them to know 
God, and his Will. There's no Philoſopher, let 
him be of what Religion he pleaſes, that can think 
otherwiſe, unleſs Prejudice, and the Hatred he 
bears to thoſe of a different Opinion, intirely blinds 
him. 

It were to be wiſh'd, that when the Jews were 
diſpers'd, after Titus had deſtroy'd Jeruſalem, they 
had followed the Maxim of the Nazarenes, and 
had propagated the Law of Moſes throughout the 
Univerſe, inſtead of making a Property to them- 
ſelves. alone of the Treaſures which Heaven had 
beſtowed upon them. Tis ſcarce to be doubtcd 
but that, conſidering the infinite Number of Miſ- 
fionaries that we ſhould have had in all the known 
World, and the Beauty of the Religion which we 
ſhould have preach'd, all Nations wou'd have 
ſoon embrac'd it; and indeed 'tis very un!iely 
that they could have ſtood out againſt Truths 10 
plain and evident. 

The more I conſider my Religion, the more 
glorious and admirable it appears. One only God, 
the Creator of Heaven and Earth, a Being inf. 
nitely wiſe and potent, who governs the Wer 
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by his Power, and who will puniſh the Wicked, 
and reward the Good. Who are the Wicked? 
Such as do as they would not be done by. And 
the Good, who are they? Such as not only ab- 
{tain from doing their Neighbour any Prejudice, 
but alſo do him the Good which they with he may 
practice towards them, as my Friend the Mono- 
theite has elegantly expreſs'd it in one Latin Line: 


Que tibi vis fieri facias : Hee ſummula Legis. 
That is, | 


What you from others wou'd expect, that do, 
This is the Sum and Subſtance of the Law. 


Here, my Friend, is the Whole of our Religion, 


| All its Precepts are contain'd in theſe few Words, 
| and all that our Rabbres have added, may be look'd 
upon as uſeleſs and ſuper fluous. What Mortal is 
there, endow'd with the leaſt Degree of Reaſon, 


but muſt directly yield to the Evidence of theſe 


Truths, and give his Aſſent? I repeat it again, my 
dear Iſaac, that had our Zeal been equal to that 


of the Nazarenes, in diſplaying the Beauty and 
Holineſs of our Religion, we mult have drawn 
over to us an infinite Number of Proſelytes, but 
our Negligence, or rather our ill-grounded Con- 


| tempt of other People, hath hinder'd us from gi- 
ving them the true Notions of the Deity. Were 
we but to think as Philoſophers, nothing could 


give us more Pleaſure than to ſee the Miſſionaries 


3 lupply our Defect, and to do a Service to Man— 


kind, which we have diſdain'd to render them. 
Several Nazarenes have written large Volumes 
againſt their Miſſionaries, and have attributed to 
their imprudent Conduct the bad Succeſs of their 
Dclign; ſuch Reproaches have induced ſome un- 


thinking Perſons to conclude, that all the Miſſio- 
naries have been equally deficient in their Duty. 
„ But 
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But this is a Miſtake, and it may be ſaid, without 


exaggerating, that the Miſſionaries have done much | 
more Good than Evil. Tis true indeed that ſone 
have in a Moment deſtroy'd the Fruit of many MF ; 
Years Labour; however, the Eſcapes of ſome I | 
particular Perſons ought not to affect the Whole, # 
I confeſs that I could have wiſh'd none but French | « 
or German Miſſionaries, bred up in Countries #F 
where the Inquiſition is in Horror, had gone to # 
the Indies and other idolatrous Countries. Violent t 
Meaſures, except by a few of a certain Order, 
are very ſeldom taken by theſe Converters, and {WF Þ 
their Mildneſs gains many more Proſelytes than 2 
the Fierceneſs and Rigour of Spantards and Por!z- I 
gueſe. One of the latter, named Memezes, mide WF ( 
ſeveral Attempts to convert the Inhabitants of the : 
Ifland of Zocotora. The Severity he had exercisd : 
upon other People where he had an abſolute WF 7 
Power, under the Authority and Protection of 8 
the King of Cochin, fruſtrated all his Views n 1 - 
this Iſland. They fell into a Rage, ſays a Nov: WP | 
rene Hiſtorian *, at the very mention of their em. 7 


bracing the Portugueſe Religion; they had already WW -: 
ſeen ſome of theſe Miſſionaries in their Iſlaud, and e 
proteſted that they would rather ſuffer Death thin WW © 
be of the Religion of Men whom they call'd a per-. 


verſe and infamons People. = 7 
Another Miſſionary, named Alphouſo Menden, WW 

ruin'd all that his Predeceſſors had done. As e mn 

was a Feſwit, his Enemies made this a Handle to at 

attack the Society, publiſhing ſeveral Pieces, wherein WW. be 

they accuſed the Feſnites in general of doing Harm, N 

rather than promoting the Buſineſs of Millions; er 

but they who treat them in this Manner, not only WW be 

; exagperate, but diſguiſe the Truth; and it mult be B 

N  own'd that the Miſſionaries of this Order have 0 

f | = made to 
; * Hiſt, Enquiries and Diſſertations upon the Chriſtian R- l 
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made a conſiderable Progreſs in Countries where 
they knew nothing of the Deity, aud that they 
commonly behaved with a great deal of Mildnets 
and Diſcretion. Nay, they have been ſometimes 
branded with too much Condeſcention and T'o- 
leration : But let them do what they will, they 
can never have the Eſteem and Approbation of 
their Enemies, or ſtop their Mouths. I he diſin- 
tereſted Part, however, of their Adverſaries do 
them Juſtice, by acknowledging that there have 


been, in the Indies, and elſewhere, good aud pious 
Men of that Order. Here's what a Proteſtant *, 
a ſworn Enemy to the Feſ#zzes, has ſaid, and 'tis 
not to be ſuppos'd that he would favour them : 
to Chriſtianity ſeems to be better eſtablijſh*d in China, 
| than in any other Country where the Miſſionaries of 


the Society go. The Jeſuites have had great Men in 


his Miſſion, ſuch as the Fathers Riccius, Martinius, 


Schall, Verbieſt, and ſeveral others. It would be 


| highly unjuſt to rob theſe great Men of their due 


Praifes, I will not concern myſelf with the Diſ- 


| pates that ſubſiſt between them and other Mi ſſioua- 


ries, The Jeſuites are not perhaps altogether inno- 
cent; but are their Adverſaries intirely without Byaſs 
or Paſſion, and are they not well pleaſed to mortify 
the Jeſuites, on account of the bad Offices they pre- 
tend to have received from them? 
This Paſſage clears up the Motives why ſo 
many Nazarezes, Papiſts, and Proteſtants, have 


| attack'd the Jeſuit Miſſionaries; the Hatred they 
bear to thoſe in Europe, bas extended itſelf to the 


Miſſionaries of that Order in the Indies, who were 
employ'd in eſtabliſhing a Belicf of the Deity, and 
have promiſcuouſly condemn'd the Good with the 
Bad; taxing ſome with too much Complaiſance 


| tor the Chineſe, and others with Cruelty, and con- 
founding the Iadians with too many Myſteries. 


Thus 
* Hift, Diſſert, and Enq. Cc. p. 318. 
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Thus they condemn'd, in the firſt, what they 


t 
would have had the others practice, and have 
quarrell'd with the Miſſionaries, only for the Sa- 
tisfaction of charging the Jeſuites with all the 0 
Evils that have happen'd. . ic 

I confeſs, my dear Jſaac, that I have often thought 
the Jeſuites were unjuſtly dealt with upon many 
Occaſions, ſeldom any Miſchief happening in 
which they are not ſuppos'd to have a Hand. I'm 
not a Stranger to their Vanity, Ambition, and r- 1 | 
vengeful Humour; but Pm ſenſible that Things 1 » 
are Carried too high, and that they are charg'd by M © 
their Adverſaries with many imaginary Crimes. A 1 h 
Jeſuit, named Angelinus Gazæus, has made ſome t 
Latin Verſes upon this Head, which expoſe, pret- h 
tily enough, the Folly of attributing all manner 1 yv 
of Miſchiefs to the Society *: The Senſe of them a 
is nearly this: te 
| a2 
The Jeſuites firſt the credulous Eve ſeducd, u 
And made her give her Spouſe the fatal Fruit; b. 
They prompted Cain, by all the Miles of Art, B 
To dip his guilty Hand in Abel's Blood *. 2 
It were to be wiſh'd that Divines had always im. : 
tated this manner of anſwering to the groundlels . h 
Reproaches thrown out againſt them; in wich 
Caſe, we had not been plagu'd with a monltrou f 9. 


Heap of Books, ſtuff'd with Bz/l:zgſgate Orato!): 
I cannot conceive how grave and ſerious People 
can take up their Time in writing Invectives again 
one another. A lively Raillery, ſuch as this 7*- 
ſuit's, carries a greater Sting with it, and expoſes 
more the Ridiculouſneſs of a falſe Acculatio!, 


than 
* Gazaus's Latin Verſes. : 
Pomum Marito, Feſuitis credulo, 3 
Porrexit Eva, Jeſuits credula; 3 
Fratrem Cainus, Feſuit;s credulus T 


Occidit Abel, Feſuitis credulum. 
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chan a long, grave, and pedantick Apology. All 

e MW thc huge Volumes wrote againſt the e never 

i- WW pinch'd them half ſo much as the {mall Volume 

de MW of the Provincial Letters, where Paſcal makes uſe 

of Horace's Maxim. 

it 5 

iy — — — Fidlicalun acri, 

in Fortins & melius magnas plerumque ſecat res. 

m $ 
te- _ Had Paſcal attempted to refute the Spaniſh Divines | 
2s MW with the uſual Pomp of Scholaſtick Doctors, the 

by WW Feſaites would not have fail'd, in their Turns, to 

4 have compoſed a great many Books in Defence of 

me MF their Brethren's Writings, the Conſequence would 

et- have been no other than rendering the Matter on 

ner 1 which they diſputed more intricate and confulcd ; 

em and after much Writing pro and con, very tireſome 


to the Publick, and which none but the Learned, 

and ſome of their own Friends, would have per- 

uſed; fo that the Generality of the World would | 

; WF Þave been juſt as wiſe as when they began to write. 14 
But the Caſe is quite different with reſpect to P 

cal; he has, in a very ingenious and ſatyrical Man- 
ner, inform'd all Europe, in {ix Months Time, 


me 4 E . a 4 . a | 
ef what all the Univerſities could not diſcover in a 10 
lich hundred Vears. | i 
rous | Farewel, my dear Iſaac, and may the God of ij 
toy. dur Fathers load thee with the beſt of Bleſlings. i 
op BE Hambargh, . 
ainſt We» f 
. f 
955 Wo JJ» 
jon . N ni 
than Ws IS EEE 4 
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LETTER CXXV. 


AARON MoNCECA fro JACOB BRITO. 


finite Pleaſure, and I could wiſh that mine 
were equally ſatisfactory. Thy Reflections 
are judicious and juſt: Only one appears to me to 
claſh with the Law of Nature, and to encroach 
upon that Equality that a Philoſopher allows to 
all Mankind. Thou condemneſt a Cuſtom ap- 
proved of by the Nazarene Pontiffs in one of their 
Aſſemblies, which allows every Man, in what— 
ever State he be born, to chuſe a Wife for him- 
ſelf. Thou alledgeſt, that ſuch an Ordinance is 
contrary to Paternal Authority, and deſtructive of 
the Order requiſite in States, and of the Subordr 
nation ſo neceſlary for the Benefit of Socicty. | 
confeſs that, in this Point, I differ from thee, and 
that I cannot but commend the Prudence of the 
Nazarene Pontiffs, who, reflecting that all Men 
ſprung from one common Father, did not think 
proper to authorize a chimerical Diſtinction, whici 
Pride, Sin and Vanity, have, in proceſs of Time, 
introduced. Beſides, what is it to the Good d 
the State, whether a private Man be more or les 
rich, if Riches are in the Society? On tne cor 
trary, the more they are divided the better Trate 
flouriſhes, Equality among the Citizens being tie 


very Baſis of Commerce, In States whey 
| Obun 


'T HY Letters upon the Spaniards give me in- 
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Nobility have extraordinary Privileges, Commerce 
flouriſhes leſs than in others. To prove this, we 
| have but to compare the Riches of private Men 
in Holland and England with French and Germans. 
It will be ſoon ſeen what Profit a Country reaps 
| by putting the different States upon a ſort of E- 
quality, and by not allowing a Diſtinction, which 
unhinges all the Harmony of Society, and which, 
by indulging ſome private Perſons, mortifies others 
to ſuch a Degree that they are not capable of car- 
rying on Trade with that Briskneſs and Activity 
| which is neceſſary. 
n WF | cannot therefore chime in with that Cuftom 
ne among the French, of diflolving Marriages which 
they think unequal, of ſeparating two Hearts whom 


to Love has united, and who have plighted their Faith 
ach at the Altar. This is a ſort of Tyranny which ſa— 
0 WF vours of the too extentive Privileges formerly grant- 
ap- d by the Komaus to the Heads of Families. Ihe 
heit Laws that regulated the Paternal Authority were 
hat. attended with great Inconveniences; for by giving 
im- the Parents an abſolute Power over their Children, 


KF te Effect of this was expoſing ſeveral Perſons to 
co W the Caprice of one. In vain the old Roman Law- 

pers pleaded the Tenderneſs of Fathers to excuſe 
| the exorbitant Power with which they veſted them. 
Parents, as their Children, are ſubje& to the Paſ- 
fions and human Frailties. How many Inſtances 
can be brought of their hating their Children with- 
| Out a Caufe, and of their ſquandering their Inhe- 


| their Ambition? And how many may we not find 
who, out of a ſecret Jealouſy leſt their Children's 
Fortune ſhould be better than their own, oppoſe 
col” © their Families riſing in the World? 

1 my Opinion, that the Duties between Pa- 
g tne rents and Children are reciprocal ; according to a 
e tf Wh E 2 French 


| tance? How many ſacrifice their Families to 
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French Poet *, who puts the following Words in 
the Mouth of an unhappy Son 


Peres cruels, vos droits ne ſont-ils pas les notres, 

Et nos devorrs ſont-ils plus ſacrez, que les wotres* 
| ©. 

Have you, as Parents, Rights that are not our, 

And Children's Duties bind they more than yur? 


The Romans, at laſt, diſcover'd how much the 
too great Extenſion of Paternal Authority might 
be hurtful to Society; for which Reaſon they te- 
duced it into a narrower Compals, by taking away | 
the Power over Lite and Death. What terrible W* 
Conſequences might, indeed, enſue from a Law 
that ſubjected a whole Family to the Will of one 
Man, who often made a bad Ule of his Authv- 
rity? Ei 

To conceive how far Fathers might abuſe the 
Right they had over the Lives of their Children, | 
let us only recal to our Memory the Cuſtom which { 
prevail'd among the ancient Greeks of expoling ther g 
Children. In ſuch Cafes where was the Paternal 8” - 
Tendernefs fo boaſted of by the Lawyers? Wha . 
Streſs can be laid upon it, ſince it can eaſily yi! WW . 
to the Privation of a Child's Life, purely to ſatil- t 
ty Avarice or Ambition, or to augment another BW f 
Child's Fortune? Do we not, at this very Da, WW „ 
ſee many Inſtances of the Cruelty of Parents, d) 0 
the Sacrifices they make of hapleſs Daughters 19 We 5 
enrich an eldeſt Son? They are condemn'd to pet Be 
petual Impriſonment, and, under the ſpecious Ap: of 
pellation of Nun, languiſh in a rigorous Capt. re 
Can ſuch Barbarities be reckon'd Marks of Pater te. 
nal Tenderneſs? and do'it thou think that the h- 


tural Affections of Men is a proper dune ES 7, 
| 0: 


* Cidbillou in his Tragedy of Radamiſtus and Zeuch. 
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for Law? or that the eloquent Diſcourſes of many 
Orators upon this Subject are to be much regard- 


ed? 


I am poſitive, my Friend, that a Law which 
gives an abſolute Power to Fathers over their Chil- 
dren, is, at leaſt, as unreaſonable as that which 
ſhould ſubject Parents to their Children. In a well 
govern'd State there ought to be Qrdinances fixing 
the Power of the one, and the Odedience of the 
other; ſo that in the moſt neceſſary Laws there 
muſt be Limits. Pm for the Head of a Family's 
having all the Authority neceſlary to inſpire Vir- 
tue and good Manners into his Children. But, if 
he ſhould forget that he's a Father, I would not 
have him veſted with the Power of harraſſing and 
tormenting a Number of innoccnt Perſons, who 
are often guilty of no other Crime but that of en- 
deavouring to get free of an inſupportable Yoke. 

When we reflect on the Motives that uſually 


| induce Parents to Oppoſe their Children's Inclina- 


| ſpring from Caprice or Ambition. I have already 


| 5 Love, ſays an Engliſh Author *, ongbt to be deeply 
f 3 aud 


tions with reſpect to Marriage, we ſee that they 


ſhewn thee, that it was not juſt ſeveral Perſons 
ſhould be ſubjected to the Whim of one; and 1 
think I have alſo given Reaſons, ſufficiently ſtrong, 
to prove that Equality among Citizens contributes 
to the Good of Society. If to this thou join'ſt the 


| Reflections of a Philoſopher, who, not content 


with looking upon all Mankind as Equals, puts a 


greater Value upon the Contentment of the Mind, 
than on all the Treaſures of the Earth, thou wilt 
no longer condemn the Deciſion of the Aſſembly 


of the Nazarene Pontiffs, which ſolemnly decla- 


red, that Men ought not to ſeparate Perſons uni- 
ted by Marriage. 


Marriages founded in Affection are the happieſt. 


* The SpeRator, 
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and ſtrongly rooted before we enter into that State 
In effect, nothing more nearly concerns the 1'ra- 
quillity of Men than to know thoroughly the Per- 
tons with whom they deal. How much more then 
muſt it be the Intereſt of a Husband to know the 
Character of a Woman, with whom he is to pat; 
the reſt of his Days? Upon the Choice he makes 
depends his eternal Happineſs or Miſery. One may 
1 Jay of Marriage, what /:rg:l ſaid of Hell, The 4:- 
Wu” ceſs 15 eaſy, but the Difficulty is how to get ba 
Wi gain. When we're once fairly in, Patience is 
our only Remedy. How carefully ought one to 
examine an Action which is attended with ſuch 
extraordinary Conſequences! And how unjult is 
3t not to leave a Perſon at full Liberty in a Mat- 
ter that fo nearly concerns him? M hen the Choice 
of a Husband or @ Wife is left to the Parents, al 
their Views are confin*d to Intereſt and worldly Aa- 
wantages, whereas the Parties concern'd have miſiiy 
a Regard to perſonal Merit. The former endeatour 
zo procare all the Eaſe and Pleaſures of Life to tie 
Perſons whoſe Intereſt they eſpouſe, in Hopes that 
their flouriſhing State may turn out to their own Air 
vantage in ſome Shape or other; the latter endeauviur 
zo ſecure a conſtaut Happineſs *. 

You now fee, my dear Brito, the different Sen- 
timents by which Parents and Children are infiu- 
enced, ſo judge thyſelf which of them approach 
neareſt to Reaſon. It would ſeem to me, that 
Contentment is more valuable than the Empire 0l 
the Univerſe to one who wants a quiet and cal 
Life. The Tarks follow a wiſer Courſe than the 
French, they allow their Sons to chuſe among til 
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no manner of Trouble about Riches or Alliances 
when Love interceeds. The Fews, on the col 


trary, reſemble the Nazarenes, who reject gt 
cili0 


* The SpeRator. 


Slaves her whom they like beſt, and give themſelves 


. n 4 ” S * P * : 4 N 
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ciſion of the Pontiffs, and even go farther, for they 
determine how their Children are to be diſpofed of 
in their very Infancy, and bind them by Contracts 
before they've attain'd to the Aye of Knowledge; 
and 'tis ſurpriſing that we don't fee many more 


unhappy Marriages among our Brethren than we 


0045: -: 
A Father, who enters into Engagements for his 
Son's Marriage, can he know the Humour and 
Character of the Perſon who ts to be his Spouſe, 
ſince it often happens that ſhe does not as yet know 
herſelf? I cannot, truly, hinder myſelf from bla- 
ming thoſe ſort of Bargains, and believe that Love, 
Tenderneſs and Sympathy, ought to be the only 
Motives of Marriage. 

In France, and many other Countries, a Peaſant 
is much happier than a Man born in a high Rank. 


Tue firſt may diſpoſe of his Heart, but the other, 
| a Slave to Birth, mult not yield to the Charms of 
| Love: He muſt examine, before he loves, if it is 


conſiſtent with his Dignity, and if he can, without 


2 derogating from his Nobility, allow the Object he 


adores to be lovely. Such Circumſpection muſt 
be a terrible Clog to one who is not fond of Con- 
ſtraint; and, for my part, I have no Notion of 
an imaginary Good that would deprive me of the 


Poſleſſion of real ones. 


Great Men have got above the Prejudices of 


the Vulgar: When they found their Hearts touch— 
ccd, they ſought the Cure in Marriage. They did 

not think themſelves obliged to conform to ridi- 
culous Cuſtoms, but rais'd their Spouſes to their 
| own Rank. One of the firſt Monarchs of the 


„ World *, as much diſtinguiſh'd by the Extenſive- 


ances | neſs of his Genius as his Dominions, placed, upon 


con- © the Throne, a Woman of the meaneſt Birth. His 


* 


ie De. 1 Glory was not in the leaſt ſully'd. The whole 


_ Univerſe, 
Peter Alexowitz, Czar of Meuſcovy, 
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Univerſe, after admiring the Monarch for his po- 
litical Capacity, contemplated his Conduct with 
Pleaſure in the Affair of his Love, and did ng 
think the Characters were inco mpatible. 
I think there's enough now ſaid on this Subjzg, 
Far be it from me to force thee into my Set 
ments, if thou think'ſt them unreaſonable : But i 
other wiſe, I ſhall applaud myſelf for having (to9d 
up againſt thy Opinion. Jill Pm reſolved upon 
that, I ſhall remain in a kind of Uncertainty: 
And though I don't approve of a boundleſs Ay- 
thority granted to Parents, yet I am diffident az 
to my own Judgment, ſince I find People of thy 
Wit and Penetration in an oppoſite way of Think- 
ing. There ate none but Pedants and Koman Von 
z:ffs that think themſelves infallible. Wiſe Men 
and Philoſophers are (till afraid of being under 1 
Miltake. They are too well acquainted with hu- 
man Frailty to preſume ſo far on their Capacity 
as to believe they cannot err. Several have even 
puſn'd their Modeſty too far, and have run into: 
kind of Pyrrhoniſm from an Exceſs of Humility, 
I think it a little odd, that Socrates, after thitij 
Years Study, ſhould have affirm'd, that he knew 
only one Thing, which was, that he knew nothing 
It was ſcarce worth While to ſtudy ſo long to! 
the Satisfaction of finding Nothing. 


r r anne an © 


Adieu, my dear Brito, may you be perfect) 1 
happy. 5 . 
Hamburgh, ******, k 

10 

32 


Ad unum ſcio, quod mit ſeins 
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LETTER: CAXVIE.-- 


ni Isaac Onis 70 AARON MON CEA. 


ws „ HY Letter on the different Mazarene Sects 
| | hath given me an Opportunity of reflect- 
EV ing on thoſe which formerly made a Divi- 
ſion in the Religion of our Anceſtors. It appears 
to me, that every Religion, when it firſt begins to 
be eſtabliſh'd, puſhes out Branches like a Tree, 
| which, by firſt throwing out its Roots, and forti- 
fy ing itſelf, produces a great many Bonghs. In 
the Beginning theſe Sects are only ſimple Sprigs, 
but they ſoon grow up to the Bigneſs of the Trunk 
from whence they ſprung; and, as they increaſe, 
it commonly happens that, in proportion, they for- 
fake their firſt Opinions. Every Founder of 2 
Sec forms gradually his Syſtem, to which his Diſ- 
-  Ciples add many Things. | 
* Innovators don't commonly attack received O- 
painions all at once, but by Degrees. Were they 
{to {trike directly at Opinions which are look'd 
upon as Fundamentals, they would rather alienate 
the Minds of the People than perſuade them. They 
muſt be prepared by Degrees, and conducted with 
Caution, to the Novelties which they want to in- 
| Ftroduce. | 
EI + lhe Saducees were firſt but what the Caraites 
are now. They contented themſelves with rejec- 
ting the ancient 1'raditions, and ſtuck cloſe to the 
wWrüten Law. The Phar:ſees, a People formerly 
oj 28 
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as much addicted to Chimeras as my old Brethren 
the Rabbins are at this Day, and as zealous Stick. 
lers as they for a thouſand ridiculous Traditions 
were directly oppoſite to the Sadducees. However 
fo far the latter were founded in their Opinion, 
and admitted nothing but what was reaſouaole: 
But, ſoon after, the Love of Novelty, and the 
Pleaſure of differing from their Adverſarics, led 
them into the moſt unjuſtifiable Errors. From Ca. 
raites, Which they were, they became Infidels and 
Blaſphemers, and gave the Phariſees, their Ene- 
mies, as great Advantage as they had over them 
in the Beginning. They deny'd the Reſurrection 
of the Body, and the Exiſtence of Angels; they 
maintain'd that the Soul was mortal, and that thre 
Was no ſpiritual Being but God alone“. By tj; 
pernicious Syſtem, they open'd a Door to all (1:1; 
of Crimes; the Fear of Puniſhment, and the HG. 
of future Rewards being the ſtrongeſt Bonds to 
the common People ſteddy in the Ways o Virtue, 
*Tis true they acknowledg'd, that God nad © ou 
ted the Univerſe, and that he govern'd it oy I 
Providence, but believed that Rewards and und 
ments were only temporal. 


Pray, my Friend, conſider that the Sc&s Which 
now divide the Nazarezes come pretty near the 


Ru 


that ſubſiſted formerly among the Fes. | neat 
ducees were, in Fadea, what the Deiſts, whon tho 
haſt mention'd in thy former Letters }, are at 
ris, and their Belief, as thou mult obſetve, pret!) 


much of a Piece. 


I would not, however, pull 


the Parallel too far, becauſe we know that tie 
true Deiſts, that's to ſay, ſuch as truly reſpect ttt 
Deity, do not reje& the Doctrine of future le 
wards and Puniſhments f. La 


* Foſeph. Antiq. Lib. XVIII. Cap. xi. & de bello Fudaice, Lb 


VI. Cap. xii. 


1 Letter IV. Tomel. 


+ See the Writings of the Baron of Cherbury. 
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Let us purſue the Parallel between the Fewifſh 


and Nazareze Secs. That of the Phariſees ſtill 


ſubſiſts, and is, in a manner, the eſtabliſh'd Reli- 
gion of the modern Fews; for if we except my 
Brethren the Caraites, and a few Samaritans, I look 
upon-ſuch as give Credit to the Talmud, and the 
Traditions of the Rabbins, as Deſcendants of the 
Phariſees. Since the Deſtruction of the Temple 


that Sect has ſwallowed up all the reſt, and the 


Fewiſh Nation has, unhappily, run headlong into 
all its Whims; ſo that a thouſand ridiculous Chi- 


meras, under the Name of Traditions, have, in a 


| Fiations, aud pretended Convulſions. They have 


manner, annuil'd the holy Scriptures. 


It grieves my Spirit when I conſider, that, ex- 


cept a ſmall Number of Caraites, all the Fews 
\wallow, it I may be allow'd the Expreſſion, in 


the Mire of Error and Deluſion. Their Religi- 


on, upon the preſent Footing, is an Edifice built 
on the Traditions of the Phariſees, and not on the 


Books of the Law. Thou art no Stranger to the 
Pride and Arrogance of thoſe ancient Doctors. 


| They look'd upon themſelves as infinitely above 
the reſt in Piety, and ſeparated from thoſe whom 
they call'd profane and wicked Sinners, with whom 
| they would neither eat nor drink: For which Rea- 
ſon they were ſtiled Phariſees, from the Word 
Pharos, to ſeparate. They carried, however, their 
Point, and, by artfully playing the Hypocrites, 

| impoſed upon the People, who always were, and 


ever will be, the Dupes of thoſe who put on an 
Hir of Sanctity. 


I find a very notable Reſemblance between the 


ancient Phariſees and the Janſeniſts, whom thou 


dat ſo well defcrib'd. The latter, as well as the 


former, pique themſelves on their great Auſterity, 


Inch endeavour to diſtinguiſh themſelves by extra- 


runary Actions; witneſs their late ludicrous A- 


as 
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as much, it not a greater, Veneration for thc; 
Auſtin, as the others had for Traditions, or their 
Succeſſors, the Kabbins, for the Talmud. Ihe 
are Cheats, Hypocrites, Impoſtors, and excel in 
the Art of impoſing upon the People, particularly 
the Women, by a fair Outſide. They make 4 
mighty Boaſt of their ſtrict Morals, which does 
not, however, hinder them from introducing upon 
the Stage, in order to delude the People, their K. 
pines, Hemorrhoiſes, and holy Paris. In one 
Word, I find them but too like the Phariſees. 

The Eferes, who, among the ancient Jeu, 
were, perhaps, the only true Obſervers of the 
Law, had very different Opinions from thoſe of 
the other Sects. They laid themſelves under 4 
more ſtrict and rigid, and more prudent Behaviour, 
than the reſt of the Fews, without the leaſt Tinc— 
ture of Hypocriſy ; ſo that they were People tru- 
ly virtuous, whoſe Moderation and Modeſty migit 
have been ſet as Patterns before the greateſt Phi|o- 
ſophers. Tis true, they gave into ſome wild 0. 
pinions, ſuch as abſolute Predeſtination, making 
Man a Slave, by denying him free Will, and . 
berty of acting. They likewiſe differ'd from te 
Phariſees about the grand Article of a future Stitt, 
and the Reſurrectian of the Body; and though tity 
believed the former, they deny'd the latter, and ina 
tain d, that the Souls, upon leaving the Bodies, ei. 
ter'd into a State of Immortality, where they are e. 
zernally happy or miſerable, according to t heir Aci 
without ever being join'd again to their 0wy 0 i 
new Bodies *. FI 

Several Nazarexes maintain, to this very Da! 
this laſt Opinion of the Efezes, and think theres 
no Purgatory, contrary to the Sentiments ond 


Nazarenes. They aſſert, that the Soul getting cle. 
// 03 


— 


*Hiſtory of the Fews and neighbouring People, bi 
Tome IV. Page 79. 
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the Body enters into a State of eternal Happineſs 
or Miſery. Many of them admit of an abſolute 
Predeſtination; and all who are call'd Reform'd 
in Europe very much reſemble the ancient EHenes. 
There was allo another Sect among the Fews, 
who were (tiled the Contemplatives, or T herapen- 


de“. Such as embraced their Opinions ſaid, that 


it was a Motion of the Divine Love which threw. 


them into a ſort of Enthuſiaſm, ſuch as that of the 
Bachantes and Corybaztes in the Celebration of the 
Myiteries of the ancient Pagans. They remain'd 
under this Enthuſiaſm till they arriv'd at a kind of 
Contemplation, which was full of Extacy and Rap- 
ture, and then they look'd upon themſelves as far 
above other Men. They often retired into Deſarts, 
abandon'd their Relations and Friends, to give them— 
lelves wholly up to the Spirit, with which they 


thought they were pollets'd. I hefe Therapente 


may be eaſily found among the Nazerenve Myſticks 
of our own Days. The Monks, who leave the 
World and retire into Detarts, giving themſelves 


entirely up to Contemplation, reſemble them not 


2 little; as alſo, the Fuzaticks, or the Exlightned, 
may be compared to them, ſince they believe, as 


tde Others, that a ſupernatural Spirit entirely poſ- 
| lefles them, directs all their Actions, and guides 
them in whatever they undertake. 


From all which thou ſeeſt, my dear Monceca, 
that "tis not without Foundation 1 aflert there is 


| ſcarce a Nag arene Sect which has not ſome of the 


Leaven of thoſe formerly among the Fews. Thus 
the Opinions of Men ſucceed cach other. After 


being for a Time exploded, they come again into 


1 


| ſtruction of that Kingdom, a Sect of People call- 
ed Herodians, (tiled ſuch from Herod the Great ; 


5F 
x. 


Vogue, and find new Partizans. 
here was in Fades, ſome time before the De- 


Vor Hl. 2 aud 


Philo de vita Contemplativa, Page 688, Edit. colon. 
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and the Errors of this Sect (ſtill ſubſiſting in every 
Court) are, to think as the Prince does, and t; 
believe that they may lawfully confent io ey 
thing commanded by a ſuperior Power. 1r/ pat 
this Principle into Practice, as we may learn He 
Joſephus (a celebrated Hiſtorian of our Nat ation, 
but not regarded by us as he deſerved) why | 

forms us that this Prince, to make his Comt's tg 


Auguſtus and the Quality of Rome, had done nay 


* lags not only forbidden, but directly contrary 
to the Law *. He ſo far deviated from the rivh! 
Road, as to build Temples, and to erect Status; 
for idolatrous Worſhip, excuſing ſuch abominad] 

Crimes, from the Neceflity he lay under o. io 
ing in good Terms with the Romans. His Fg 
lowers adopted his Maxims; and the Courticrs 

who have no other God but the Favour of thc! e 1 
ſters, were almoſt to a Man of this Sect, extrem 

ly deſpis d by the better Sort of Jews, and abhorte 

even to this Day, notwithſtanding the Distance of 
Time, by all thoſe who, whatever Religion tig 
may be of, preter the Service of God to a vii 
and tranſitory Glory. Here follows what a M. 
zareue Author ſays of theſe Herodians : 4 beter 


made Profeſſ lon of that Religion, but onde up un 00 
caſion, accommodate themſelves to the Pagan Idol, 
and do whatever it required of them. The Saddu: 
cees, who believed not in a future Life, gave, dll; 
to a Man, into Herodianiſm; ſo that they could ii 
be reckow'd different Seds F. 
One may boldly aſſert, that, among Cour 

the Religion of the Prince generally is the Sta hy 
dard of their Faith, and, in proceſs of Time, gain! 
upon the People. In Effect, *tis ſcarce to be "ny 


gin'd but that the Religion of the Sovereign mull 
i 


Jo ſeph. Antiq, Lib. XV. Cap. X1l, 7 Prideaux, Tome U 
Page 124. | 
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in Time, deſtroy and abſorb the reſt. Had Ilenry 
IV. continued Proteſtant, all France, of Courle, 
would have been of that Religion ; in whick Caſe 
there would, perhaps, be as tew Papilts now at 
Paris as there are Proteſtants: For *ts impoffible 
that, in the Courſe of tour or five Generations, 
there ſhould not be, in every Family, tome Re- 
preſentative or other deſirous of Poſts, Honours, 
and of a diſtinguim'd Rank, fince it muſt be al— 
low?'d that Ambition has a proportionable Sway 
with Great and Small. To acquire a Fortune 


| catily, 'tis neceſſary to be of the Prince's Religi- 


en. This is a ſtrong Reaſon in its Favour, and 


un Argument that prevails with the Generality of 


x 
ivich. 


| © prove the Truth of this Fact, we have only 


to confider what has been the Fate of the Popiln 


Religion all over the North, and we will ſoon be 
convinced that the Religion of the Prince mutt in 


Uime extinguiſh all others. Had ferods Succeſ- 


lors thought as he did, the 7 Religion would 


have foon been in a declining State, and the very 


Phariſees would have join'd that Sect, having too 
much Pride and Vanity not to have courted the 
Royal Favour. 'Tis not always the moit zealous 
dticklers for an Opinion that are the greateſt Ene- 
mies toa Change. I have feen Abundance of Na- 


Rarenes, Who have writ very warmly in Detence 


of a certain Opinion, whom Gold or Honours 
have afterwards corrupted, while illiterate Men 
have ſuffer'd the molt cruel Tortures rather than 
to act contrary to their Principles. Were there a 
Deſign of introducing a new Syſtem of Religion 
in France, it would be no hard Task to gain the 
Voctors of the Sorbonne. By having the Dilpoſal 
Dt Benefices, the Sovereign holds the Keys of 
Hearts; and were the Janſeniſts to obtain Prefer- 
ments as they could deſire, their Clamours would 
; 1 ".: GERIE'? 
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ceaſe: But as the Moliniſts enhance all for them- 
lelves, "tis no Wonder the two Parties can noc 
come to a good Underſtanding. | 

. Farewel, my Friend, may Happineſs attene 
thee. 


ö XX XXX 
Cairo, 8 


ee e $f ff rf. detec 
e LEP NTP NYC Cen neg e ee 
rack 45 4 ** a D. "0? * RE. 17 6 PO . $2 aaa Pig A 0 


LETTER CXXVII. 


Jacos BRITO TO AARON MON CEC. 


Monceca, has often put me in mind of the 
extravagant Strictneſs with which our Forc- 
fathers obſerv'd the Sabbath. A T ime has been in 
which they were ſo very ſuperſtitious, that, from 
a miltaken Delicacy of Conſcience, they would 
not defend their Life upon that Day, chuſing ri 
ther to die than to reſiſt, if they happen'd to be at. 
tack'd. In the Beginning of the Maccabean Wars, 
the Folly and Madneſs were but too apparent 
from the Misfortunes that enſued, and theretore 
Men of Under ſtanding and Judgment, who plain 
ly ſaw that the Law could not authorize what wWas 
directly contrary to the Good of Society, decidcc, 
that the fourth Commandment did not forbid ob 
Endeavours to defend Life, when attack'd or |l 
Danger. By this Explication of the Command 
ment, they came nearer to the Intention of the Le 
giſlator, but did not, however, give it the neceſ 
lary Extenſion, imagining that this lien ol 

| a: OW « 


THE Superſtition of the Portugucſe, my deat 
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allow'd of Defence in the Cafe of an immediate 
Attack, but not to prevent Deligns or preparative 
oteps tending to the Ruin of the Publick, or of private 
Vcrions, and ſtill believed that they could not law- 
tully defend themſelves, but at the laſt Extremity. 
Thus the Fews, when attack'd on the Sabbath- 
day, made a vigorous Detence, but did not ima- 
cine that, if they were beſieged in a 1 own, it was 
awful to hinder the raiſing of Batteries, or to 
make a Sally out upon the Enemy, becauſe they 
would have, in that Caie, been the Aggreflors. 

'T was partly owing to this falte Delicacy that 
Pompey carried the Temple, when he laid Siege to 
it. He ſoon perceived how the Cale ſtood, and, 
inſtead of making the Attacks on the Sabbath-days, 
employed his I roops in erecting Works and Ma- 
chines, raiſing Batteries, and filling up Ditches; 
u the Execution of all which he met wich no man— 
1cr of Oppoſition. The Soldiers did their Work 
% commodioully, that at length they ſapp'd a great 
lower, Which, by its Fall, drew after it a confi- 

derable Part of the Wall, and made a Breach large 
cough for an Aſlault. Thus the I emple was taken 
| and fack'd, through the blind Superſtition of our 
Anccſtors. | | | 
| Whatever our Rabbius may pretend, I ſhall ne- 
er be brought to think, that God would have in- 
| troduced a Law hurtful or prejudicial to Society. 
| ihe Light of Nature teaches us, that the Deity 

intends the Happineſs of Mankind, and that his 
Laws have no other Tendency : We ought there- 
tore, to reject, in celebrating the Sabbath, whatever | 
may render it hurttul; and ſince, in the Time of 
the Maccabees, the Neceſſity of Reſiſtance, upon 
being attack'd, was allow'd, the Law ought to have 

been alſo extended to a Permiſſion of preventing 

Inares laid againſt us. 3 
4 223 The 
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The Nazarenes, in this reſpect, act more tatig. 
nally than the Fews. ' hey have their Sabbath ; 
well as we, but don't think themſelves oblig'd tg 
obſerve it in a Manner that may be hurtful or pre. 
judicial. I hey are far from imagining that the Sci 
vice of God requires they ſhould, by a blamcable 
Indolence, ſuffer the Deſtruction of bis temple 
and Altars. And they further add, that, in cer- 
tain Laws, the Letter kills, but the Spirit vivifie; 
and that the Laws of God are not to be explain 
in a Senſe that may make them claſh with the 
Publick Good, fince Neceſſity may diſpenſe with 
many Things. Sts 

It were to be wiſh'd that our Forefathers had 
thought as reaſonably about the Sabbath-day a5 
our Brethren in this Country. They are not ci- 
cunicis'd, they eat Pork, frequent the Nazarer: 
Temples, ſing Veſpers, and even ſay Maſs, upon 
Occaſion, and when neceſſary, yet remain, never- 
theleſs, good Fews in their Hearts. What ll: 
could they expect from an overſtrain'd Zeal, but 
the total Deſtruction of the poor Remains ot our 
unhappy Nation? I cannot approve of a prout 
and haughty Bebaviour on ſome Occaſions, and 
think it more allowable to be negligent, nay, even 
to fail in our Duty with regard to one Precert 
than to put ourſelves to the Hazard of not ful 
filing any of them all. 

It is not becauſe 1 don't admire the Conſtancy 
of our Anceſtors, on the contrary I'm (truck wil 
it; but then I can't approve of it. What Mortal 
can ſee to what Length they have carried their Re 
ſoiution without being aſtoniſb'd? FJoſephas, and 
other Hiſtorians, have tranſmitted it down to Fo 
ſterity, and even the Nazarene Writers have cole 
them Juſtice. See how an Exgliſþ Author ſpeai» 
of the Deſtruction of the Temple, when P97!) 


cartjed it by Aflault. During all the cn 
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| favs he, amidſt the Cries aud Diſorders of that ter- 


rible Slaughter the Prieſts were buſied, in the Temple, 
upon the Duties of their Function, and went on in 


| the Service with great Sedateneſs and Calmneſs of 


Mind, notwithſtanding the Kage of their Enemies, 


ſpedding the Blood of their Relations and Friends be- 


re their Eyes, chuſing rather to fall by the Swords 


f their Enemies, now Maſters of all, than to aban- 


don the Service of their God. Many of them ſaw 
their Blood mingled with that of the Sacrifices which 
they offered, and conſequently became themſelves Vic- 
tims to their Duty; ſo that even Pompey himſelf 
could not but admire ſuch Firmneſs and Conſtancy, of 
which ſcarce any Parallel is to be found *, 
Whatever Contempt other Nations may have 
for ours, I believe I may truly ſay, that no People 
have given more diſtinguiſh'd Marks of Bravery 
againſt Enemies, or ſhewn greater Veneration for 


the Deity, than we have done. *'T'is true we have 


ſometimes fail'd ; But who are faultleſs? For a 
Nation not to be guilty of Miſtakes, we muſt 


3 ſuppoſeit made up of Men, who are not liable to 


human Frailties. What Nation would have re- 
ſiſted the Perſecutions we have met with, without 
linking under their Weight? and yet nothing has 
been able to ſhake us. We have bore, with a Pa- 
tence worthy of Admiration, Racks and Tortures, 


Or what the Invention of Man could contrive more 
Eexquiſitely tormenting to inflict upon us. 


Vaga- 
bonds throughout the Earth, proſcrib'd in ſeveral 
Parts of the World, and forced by others, who 


Allow us to come among them, to pay for the very 
Air we breathe: Evils capable of wearing out the 


Patience of the greatelt Stoick; and yet, under 


fluch a Load of Misfortunes, ſcarce an Inſtance 
can be brought of one, in an Age, who abandons 
his Religion and betrays his God. 


230 
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The Nagarenes, conſtantly diſpoſed to condemn 
our moſt laudable Actions, give the Name of Ob. 
ſtinacy to our Conſtancy, inſtead of doing ]uitice 
to our Firmneſs; and their Hatred towards us 


blinds them ſo far as to convert our very Virtues 


into Crimes. I would tain know the Reaſon why 
Grandeur of Soul and Fidelity to Heaven in them, 
becomes Obſtinacy and Hardneſs of Heart in ys? 
Since we are as firmly perſuaded of the Truth 
of our Religion as they, can there be morc 
Obſtinacy on our Part than on theirs? A Man 
cannot be branded with ſuch a Defe&, but 
when he defends an Opinion, after he is convinced 
of its Falſhood: But to change one's Sentiments 
in religious Matters out of pure Complaiſance, i; 
beneath a Man of Honour and Honeſty ; and who- 
ever does it, may be compared to certain Idolaters 
in the Indies, who make a ſhameful Trade of their 
Religion with the Nazarene Miſſionaries. | hey 
abandon their Idols while they are paid, but, it that 
ceales, away they drive to their Woods and tall: 
Gods. bo 

Confider, my Friend, the ſeveral Naxarene Sccts 
that have ſprung up in the Space of ſeventeen hun- 
dred Years, and you'll find that they have al! in- 
ſenſibly dropp'd. One Age hath ſeen a Religion 
riſe and fall, which in its Height had many Parti- 
zans. In this Riſe and Fall of Religions, ours 
has ſuffer'd no Diminution; and I'm pretty wel! 
aſſured, that there are as many Fews now ſcatter 
up and down the World, as there were a little at 


the Deſtruction of Feraſalem by the Komans ; and 


it would ſeem, that Heaven had taken care to mul. 
tiply them in proportion to their Misfortunes. 1 
all the Fews that are in the Countries ot the Ms: 
gal, Moſcovy, Turky, Africa, and in the ſeveral Coul 
tries of Europe, were aſſembled in one Count!) 


1 doubt whether there would be a more numero 
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or powerful Nation on Earth. This, my Friend, 
will one Day happen, and the long Period of our 
Captivity will beat an End. TheWalls of Feraſalem 
ſhall be rebuilt by her Children, the holy Temple 
again reſtored, and the Almighty worſhipp'd there- 


| in by his faithful Iſraelites, in the ſame Manner as 


heretofore. Let the Nazarenes boaſt of their Ad- 
vantages, and upbraid us with our Misfortunes : 
He, who ſubjected us to the Yoke of Nations, can 
deliver us when he pleaſes; and when our Crimes 
are expiated, then the Nazarenes ſhall be puniſh'd 
for theirs in their Purn. 

We may apply to our Enemies, what an Exglifh 
Governor ſaid to a French General, when England 
loſt Calais, the laſt of its numerous Conqueſts in 
France; The General ask'd the Governor, by way 
of Jeſt, hen do you think you fhall come over the 
Water again, and ſettle here? That ſhall be (re- 
ply'd the Governor, with a ſerious Air) when 
your Sins are greater than ours. If this Governor 
was right in this Conjecture, the French, towards the 
latter End of the Reign of Leis XIV. were become 
greater Sinners than the Egli. Tis true, Heaven 


| pardon'd them, aud their Enemies ſoon paſs'd the 


dea again. It ſhall be, my dear Moxceca, with the 


| Jews as with the Nazarezes; whenever they be- 


come virtuous, God will put an End to their Sut- 


fetings. All the different Captivities, that we have 


; endured, have been the Puniſhment of our Crimes; 


2 


and as they did not work effectually upon our 
{+ Hearts, God hath thought fit to continue, through 
| ſeveral Ages, our Afflictions, that he may at laſt 

entirely change our Inclinations, and render us 
: worthy of him. The longer and harder our Sla- 
very has been, the more agreeable will be its End. 
In vain have the Nations conſpir'd the Ruin of I, 
| Frael: All their Projects will be diſappointed. As 
| Zomoke is driven by the Wind, ſo will the Almigh- 
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ty diſſipate their dark Contrivances. When our 
Deliverer ſhall come to break our Chains, the 
Earth will tremble at his Aſpect, and Kings Nall 
proſtrate themſelves at his Feet. He ſhall ſarmonnt 
all Obſtacles, 
riſhing than ever. How happy ſhall the Jew; be, 
who then enjoy the Light of the Sun! In one Day 
they ſhall ſee more Miracles wrought, than have 

been done fince the Creation of the World. | he 

ſhall contemplate the Face of the all-glorious le: 


frah, and perhaps that Day is nearer than we ina 


gine. The Deliverer of ael may appear in an 
Inſtant, but it is alſo pofſible that this happy Mo- 


ment may be very tar off. God alone knows 


when it will happen. 

Let us therefore reſpe&tully ſubmit to his De- 
crees, adore his holy Providence, and reſt allure, 
that if he puniſhes us, it is for our Good, and 10 
bring us at laſt to his Glory. 


Lisbon, ******, 
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LETTER CXXVIII. 


Sake M oNCECA zo JacosB ÞRITO. 


ſome Nations were more affable than others; 
and, after all, I believe it is wholly owing to 
the Manner of educating Children in their tende 
Years, ſo as to inſpire them with that Politenels 
ſo neceſſary to the Good of Society. 


] . oft conſider'd what might be the Cauſe wiy 


Some 


and Sion ſhall become more toy. 
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Some unthinking Authors * have pretended, that 
the People WO lived under arbitrary Go\ ernment 
were the moſt polith'd, taking it for granted, that 
Brutality is a neceſlary Conſequence of Liberty. 
They compare the Folitencls ot the Freach to the 
Roughneis of the Exgi:/, and the plain, ſimple 
Manner of the Dutch and d wifi; but the Examples, 
which theſe Authors have adduced to ſupport their 
Opinions, are deſtroy'd by others, that plainly prove 
Liberty to be no ways inconliltent with Atfabili- 
ty. The Greeks and Komans, when their Repub- 
licks flouriſh'd, were the molt polite and civiliz'd 
People in the World, while the Perſians and Par- 


thians, Slaves to their Sovereigns, were look'd © 


upon as Barbarians. 

If we compare the Affability of the Leretians 
with the Roughneſs of the Zzrks, it muit be al- 
low'd, that Deſpotick Power is far from inſpiring 
Politeneſs. We mult theretore endeavour to find 
out the Cauſe of this elſewhere than in Submiſſion 
or Liberty, fince we find, in free Countries, People 


who are not very courteous, and under Deſpotick 
| Government, People {till lefs ; and, when we con- 


tider that the Muſcovites were heretofore the moſt 
brotal and unpoliſh'd People, and at the lame time 
the greateſt Slaves, we mult allow that this Idea 
of Liberty, by which the Mind acquires a certain 
Arrogance bordering upon Brutality, is no ſuffh- 
cient Reaſon for the Want of Affability and Com- 
plaiſance. 

I therefore conclude, and I think with Juſtice, 
that Education is, as it were, the Spring that d irects 
the Actions of Men, who are more or leſs tractable, 
as they have been more or leſs cultivated in their 
Touth. When they have been taught early to ren- 
ger themſelves ſociable, ro bend their Pempers, 
ind to accommodate their Wills to thole of others, 


See, among others, Lettres ſur les Hollandvis. 


Cuitom 


. _ — — — — — =_ _ — — — — — ̃— — 
— — 22 . — = . g — - 2 — = 
— — a. = EE — — — — 
— — — ICE. F.- == — 2 . — a 
=D — — 2 — ; = = 
— — — — = - - — — — — — 
CERES — — — a Iz — —— —.— = 
= — — . — — : — = 
— — — —e—ũ— = : C—_—_—— = - 
= - — — — — = — —— = 
- - — . — 


—— 


—_— — — 


_ — — 2 
— — — 2 —— — 2 — 
— ̃ N , SID — = - 2 - 

— — — — — — 2 — — — ne 
= — — 2 8 — — == 
2— — — . — ——— a . — — — : — 

— — : 22 — I: — —— — I 
- 2 x . we _ 


— 


3 
. 
1 
zl | 
1 l 
14 
4 | 
= 
11 
j 0 
145 Fax 
. 
. 
* 
i l l 
Ih, | 35 
. 1 
1a 
fy 
b 
1 1 H 
} 
1 17 
* 17 
( + 
1 
. 
1 1 1 
1 
1 if, * 
ns 
1 
1 1 
. | 
| + 
* [7 
1 Fr 
T0 
f ® 
1 #6 
1 
9 
14 
i 1 
ny ' 
ol "ud * 
gi 
1 
( | 14 
| We 
N 
oy l 
Wl 
6 
914 1 * 
fi Mit. 
"0 
'8.* o ! 
POS 1 
1 al U 
* , 4 
4 
G 4 
% „ 
5 . 
Nen 
* 
U Ati 
ö Hy 
* Cl. 
ws 12 © At | 
9 N 
= 89 4 
"La Lo 
Pa 1 "1 
4» ' 
n 
15 
n 
n 
1 
. 
161 K 0 
| , | 
1 . 
4 1 
1 
{ 18 
** 
" > 
5 0 
1 5 
Rue! 
* | 
1 I 
. A 
4 
73 1 67 ' 
aft 4 
* 1 
u! 
n 
r 
tid * 
"3 1 
in 
4 i ' d 
F AAR 
e 
1 by 
e 
19:5] 5 
1 „N 
i Y - 
1 5 
4 We! :4 
11 
11 
1 " 
1 
5 
7 
WOW 11 
\ 
1 
"354881 
9 * 
uy 18 
- 
4 fl 
SE} 
"T8 61 
5 
Wi 
- f 
t N 19 
£ 5 
9! 
Wut 
= 
1 It + 
N 
79 
& 15 
ö 
4 fe 
[ 
"7 * 
| 
4 1 
17 
o 
1. 
, 
1th; 
a . 
, bW' 
? 
0 14 5 
* 
. 1 
1 
1 * 
9 
1 


r 
— — == 


174 JEWISH LETTERS. 


Cuſtom inſenſibly gains upon them, and they he. 
come complaiſant without Deſign; fo that Habt 
is to them a ſecond Nature: But when, on the 
contrary, they have been brought up in a full Grz- 
tification of all their Paſſions, and allow'd to fo. 
low blindly whatever came into their Heads, their 
brutiſh Temper fortifies itſelt daily, and their bac 
Humour grows as they advance in Years ; ſo that 
the Idea of Liberty, or of abſolute Government, 
has no Share in the Cauſe of their Impoliteneſs. 
The Muſcovites are not become more ſubmiſliye 
within theſe twenty Years, yet Peter Alexo witz 
has found the Secret of poliſhing their Manners, 
and changing their Cuſtoms, without making then 
Slaves; by obliging them to give their Children 1 
ſuitable Education, he has made them more loci- 
able. There's as mnch Difference between the 
preſent Court of Muſcovy and what it was thirty 
Years ago, as there is betwixt that of France and 
Conſtantinople ; and yet theſe Courts, with reſped 
to Politeneſs, may be reckon'd as Antipodes ty 
each other. 
The Muſcovites, formerly not ſo polite nor it 
fable as the Tur, were even ignorant of the Kult 
of common Civility, and knew but very little 0! 
the Rights of Nations. The Character of Emder 
ſador was not a Title ſacred enough among ti! 
to preſerve him from being inſulted. H"7c9u7! 
in his Treatiſe of the EmbaſJador and his Funct: 
ſpeaks of them in theſe Terms. | 
The Muſcovites are l-manner*d, barbaro#s ii 
brutal; and though Birth makes ſome Diſtiuction , 
zween the better aud the meaneſt Sort of them, . 
they are all Slaves to the Cuar; and nothing 1 
a 1 is low, ſtupid and clouniſb, appears in 7% 
Behaviour, which is the Conſequence of a me ci = 
ſervile Education. The Ctar, or Grand Duke, . 


tertaius all Embaſſadors at his own Expence, th 
| 70! 
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their Entry into his Dowinions, and continues to do 
ſe as long as they remain in them: But this Treat- 
ment and Honour which he does them is accompany'd 
with an Arrogance which may be call*d beaſtly ; where- 
as, in other Courts, the Maſters of Ceremonies, or 
Introductors of Embaſſadors, ſheu all imaginable Ci- 
wilities to the Embaſl adurs, and do the Honours of 
the Houſe in their Maſter's Name. 
Priſtave affeds to take the Place of Honour, makes 
it a Punctilio not to alight from his Horſe till the Em- 


The Mulcovite 


baſſador is diſmounted, throws himſelf firſt into a 
Coach or Sledge 10 take the moſt honourable Place, 
and, in ſhort, behaves with the utmoſt Hanghtineſs 


 þ0a all Occaſions. 


There are ſeveral very vdd Re- 


' lations given of that Court, particularly in the Em- 
| baſſy ſeat by the Dube of Holſtein Gottorp thither, 


and into Perſia, ia 1633, and following Tears; but 


there's none expoſes their Impertinence more than the 
Account given by the Karl of Carliſle, who went 


thither in the ſane Year on the Part of the King of 


| Great Britain: 


* Archangel, 2% the Hand of the Embaſſador, and 


The Priſtave, who received him at 


would not yield up that Point till the Governor or- 
der'd him to comply with the Earls Deſire, who was 
"fully reſolved to maintain the Dignity of the King 
bis Maſter. The Day was fix d on which he was to 
male his public Entry into Moſcow. He was on 
| Horſeback; and, when he bad rode about 1alf 4 
League, was told, that it muſt be put uff till next 
FT Day, ſo that he was obliged to take up his Lodgings 
ia a pitiful Village. The Embaſſador was highly pro— 
rob d, and wrote a Letter of Complaint to the (Zar, 
n pretty ſtrong Terms, but he received no Satisfac- 


pon on this Account, or on the Buſineſs which had 


Prougbt him there; and, on a certain Occaſion, in 
$--:ch they ought to bade done him the greateſt Ilo- 

ours, they affedted to inſult him in the moft outra- 
r. The Car invited him to Dinner, 


WF cous Manner. 


Vo. III. 


R 


but 


. 


r 
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but the Table where he ſat was at a greater Diſtance 
than another where the Bojars, that's to ſay his Sizes, 
were ſeated, and had even the Diſtinction of the riohs 
Hand; ſo that he was ſo little ſatisfied with thi; 
Court, that, at his Audience of Conge, he refuſe 
the Preſents, and expreſs'd his Reſentment in (yh 
Terms, that the Car ſent a Miniſter to the Britifh 
Court to complain of his Condud *. 

Though this Paſſage is ſomewhat long, I hope 
thou'lt bear with it, ſince it proves very clearly, 
that the moſt ſubmiſſive People may be often ef. 
tremely brutal, and gives a juſt Idea of the Man- 
ners and Cuſtoms of the Maſcovites. It mult be 
however allow'd, that, within theſe few Years, 
there's a Change amongſt them; but ſtill there's 
Occaſion for reforming many Things in which they 
fail. Time, probably, will complete what Pete 
Alexow:tz has begun; and 'tis only from it that 
a total Change ot a People ſo ſavage and brutal 
can be expected. | 125 
J have heard the Chevalier Maiſin ſay, when | 
was at Paris, that he had met with ſeveral young 
Muſcowites at Toulon, whom the Czar had ſent into 
France to learn Navigation and Ship-building, and 
that they enliſted themſelves as Marines. In tt! 
Beginning, they were ſeldom a Day without quar- 
relling, and drawing their Knives upon one ano 
ther, who ſhould have the firſt Cut of the Meat; 
o that they were as unpoliſh'd as the Bears of the! 
Country; but, by Degrees, they became more p0- 
lite, and were as well bred, when they return'd t0 
their own Country, as if they had been born in ti: 
Heart of France or Germany. 
Ihe Strangers, who have gone over into 4 
cory, have done great Service to that Count): 
Belides the Arts which they have propagatcd, the] 


have made the People ſenſible of their Brutal 
alt 
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and Clowniſhneſs; fo that I look upon the Ger- 


mans and French there as Miſſiouaries employ'd in 


| preaching Humanity to that unpoliſh'd Nation; and 


| believe them much more uſeful to the oO of 
Society, than thoſe who go to notity the :'ope's 
Power in the Indies. The firſt Duty of Men, next 
to that of worſhipping the Diety, ought to regard 
the Neceſſities of their fellow Creatures; and a 
Man muſt be void of Charity, not to rejoice when 


he ſees a whole Nation reclaim'd from their Hol- 


lies. Though a Few, I take part in the Happineſs 
of all Mankind; and when I hear of any Perion 
that lays himſelf out to do them Good, I look 


upon him as an Hero. The World being the Phi— 


lolopher's Country, he ought to be diveſted of that 


narrow, mean I'emper, but too predominant amonyg . 
Perſons of different Nations. 1 conld heartily with 


that all Mankind were endow'd with S$w:{5 Frank- 
nels, the good Senſe of the Datch, French Wit, 
and Engliſh Penetration; though they were not 


Jews, yet they would be truly worthy of the Cha- 
racter, and | ſhould acknowledge them as Brethren, 


Theſe are my Sentiments, my dear Brito, with re- 


| gard to Mankind in general: I don't know how 


thou wilt approve of them; but I believe thee ſo 


much exempt from Prejudice, as to eſteem Virtue 
Wherever it appears. 


| ſhall depart for Ez2zland the firſt Opportunity. 


1 have already wrote to Jeremy Cota, to procure 


me a Lodging in a quiet Part of the Town. In 
the Courſe of my Travels, I've always endca- 
vour'd to lodge in ſuch Places, where I might 
judulge, at Pleaſure, Meditation, without Interrup- 
tion. In all great Cities, particularly Paris aud 
London, a Man, who applies himſelf to Study, 


Dught to be as careful in the Choice of his Lod- 


ing, as a Man, about to marry, in that of a Wife; 


or in both Cales equally his Tranquillity depends 
f " 0 > on 
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on bis Choice. *Tis true, that, in France and 
England, a Man may more eafily quit his Lodging 
than his Wife: But, after all, when a Man z 
once ſix'd, Removing is very troubleſome. 

I maſt confeſs to thee, my dear Brito, that I'n 
no Friend to Novelty, I have always obſerv'd x 
perfect Uniformity in my Conduct, and my Man. 
ner of Life is the Reverſe of thofe who paſs thei 
Days in a conſtant Hurry. I have often, at Poi, 
pitied a Number of French, who appear'd, in my 
Opinion, as uneaſy as if they had been in a Place 
beſieg'd. | 

1 he Deſire of Change and Innovation, is a for: 
of Infatuation ; and to cure a Brain thus turn's, 
more Philoſophical Reaſonings are neceſſary, than 
Drops of Holy Water to a Nazarexe Prieſt, who 
would caſt Aftaroth or Belial out of a Body of 
which they had got Poſlefſion. Yet it frequent! 
happens, that Philoſophical Arguments are as in- 
effectual in the one Caſe, as Eccleſiaſtical Cere- 
monies in the other; ſo that both Maladies te. 
nain incurable. This is a common Cale at Pan, 
Where half the Debauchees are as firmly fix'd ' 
their Follies, as the Convulſionaries are in thi 
Diſeaſes. Thou wilt be aſtoniſh'd, my dear Þr:!, 
that 1 lock upon theſe laſt as Demoniachs; bl, 
to ſpeak ſincerely, I can't tel} what elſe to cal 
them. What Name can one give to thoſe wil 
act every Abſurdity with an Air of Miyitery* 
Thow lt perhaps ſay, that I call thoſe Deana! 
who deſerve the Treatment of Cheats and Impot 
tors. It may be ſo: I leave it to thee to dect 
the Controverſy. | 

May'ſt thou enjoy thy Health, my dear B. 
and live content and happy. 


Hamburghb, *. 
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LETTER CXXIX. 


AARON MONCECA ro ISAAC Onis. 


Preference which ought to be given to the 
Memory of Sovereigns, who have diſtin— 


| TS are frequent Diſputes about the 


guiſh'd themſelves by their Virtue and Courage; 


- heminence. 
worthy of it, than Heury IV. King of France. All 


and it is not yet agreed who ſhall have the Pre- 
For my part, I know none more 


other Princes, ſo much boaſted of, if they had 


1 
* 


many good Qualities, have alſo had many bad 


ones; and there's not one among them, who has 
not ſullied the Luſtre of his Virtues, not only 
by a {mall Fault, but by ſome enormous Crime, 


incompatible with Humanity, and unworthy the 


Character of a brave Soul. 
perhaps, have thoroughly reflected on this Subject ; 
1 will therefore give thee ſome evident Proofs, in 


Support of my Opinion, by running over all the 


S 
I: 
L 7 
wo 


Thou map'ſt not, 


ancient and modern Heroes. 


4 
* 
4 


If we go as high as the fabulous Times of the 


Trojan Wars, and the Heroes of Homer, we ſhall 
find them a Pack of proud, hair-brain'd, deiigning, 
perjur'd Villains. 


5 but mean and ſordid 
E 


B 3 Achilles was inconſiderate and raſh, who ſuffer'd 


half the Greeks to be cut off to no Purpole; a 


Brute, that inſulted the Corpſe of Hector, whoſe 


« 


alour he ought highly to have eſteem'd. None 
Minds are capable of inſult- 
R 3 ing 
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ing an Enemy, when vanquiſh'd. Agamemnon waz 
the Cut- Throat of his Family; he ſacrificed his 
Daughter to his own Ambition. Ajax was 1 
Madman, Ulyſſes a Cheat, and Idomenius the Myr. 
derer of his Son. In ſhort, one may truly allert, 
that the beſt Heroes of Antiquity were ſcarce 
Men of Probity. | 

But, without dwelling upon thoſe Times of 
Fiction, my dear Iſaac, let us examine the Conduct 
of the greateſt Monarchs in the Univerſe. What 
Crimes did not Alexander the Great commit in 
the laſt Years of his Lite? What Vices was he 
not guilty of? With his own Hands he butcher'd 
his Friends, and caus'd his beſt Captains to be put 
to Death: He abandon'd himſelf to Drinking and 
Debauchery; and many a Man has been broke 
upon the Wheel for a Murder leſs horrid than that 
of Citus. I do not know whether Marius and 
Hyllaà ought to be enroll'd in the Kalendar of So- 
vereigns; but it is notorious, that while they were 
at the Head of the Roman Republick, they com: 
mitted more Villanies, Robberies and Murders, 
than ever were perpetrated by the Mzrgaletes of 
Catalonia, or the Fanaticks in Y1vzers *. 

Pompey and Ceſar were two illuſtrious High- 
waymen, who diſputed, a long time, which ſhould 
ruin their Country. Both abuſed that Power in- 
judicioufly granted them by their Fellow Citizens, 
and whatever pompous Titles their Partizans migit 
give them, they can't be confider'd, but as Peſts 0! 
Government, and Enemies to their Country. 1h: 
one deſigu'd to enflave it, under Pretence of de. 
tending it; and the other had the ſame ill Delign, 
under that of revenging the Injuries done him. 
Anthony, Augaſtus and Lepidas, the Succellors 
of Caeſar, colour'd the Earth and Sea by itt! 


| bloody Proſcriptions. I look upon them 5 by 
| | Hebe 
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' Qualities. 
but, with all theſe Excellencies, he fallified his 
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Thieves on the High Road, who, after the Death 
of their Captain, ſhare his Booty. Tis true, that 


Auguſtus, in the latter Part of his Life, diſtinguiſh'd 
himſelf by his Goodneſs and Clemency ; but had 
he been a private Perion, he could not have e- 
ſcaped the Gallows long before his Penitence ap- 
pear'd. The Nazarenes have a Proverb, When the 
Devil grew old, he turn'd Hermit, which is very 
applicable to him. 

Let us leave thoſe Heroes of Antiquity, and 
come to thoſe of later Limes; among whom we 
ſhall find Men of ſuperior Merit, tho' their Vir- 
tues were not without conſiderable Blemiſhes. 

Francis I. King of France, had a thouſand good 
He was good, generous and ſincere; 


Word to Charles V. after he was deliver'd from 


bis Captivity in Spazze However, it was but pay- 
ing that Emperor in the Coin he had more than 
once receiv'd of him. 
| Virtues of this great Emperor, his Word was not 


Notwithſtanding all the 


to be depended on ; and his greateſt Admirers 


can't deny his Inſincerity. 


Times within our Memory have produced four 


| Heroes of different Merit, all endow'd with ex- 


alted Virtues, which each of 'em ſullied by ſome 


remarkable Defects. 
| The firſt of theſe Heroes is William III. King 
of Great Britain, who doubtleſs was poſſeſs'd of 
very ſhining Qualities ; which would have appear- 
| ed brighter to Poſterity, and been more eſteemed 
by the judicious Part of Mankind, if he had never 
| contributed to the dethroning his Father-in-Law. 


hat would the World ſay of a Man who robes 


is Father, and obliges him to beg his Bread thro? 
Milery and Want? 


Lewis XIV. is the ſecond of theſe Heroes. He 


Was good-natur'd, magnificent, hated Cruelty, 


loved 
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loved learned Men, and encouraged the Arts and 
Sciences, ſo as to make them flouriſh in his Do- 
minions. His Enemies have frequently accuſed 
his exorbitant Ambition, though, in this Reſpect, 
one may eaſily excuſe him. His Reaſons were 
juſt in puniſhing the Spazzards, who, for a long 
Time, had endeavour'd the Deſtruction of Fance. 
It he aggrandized his Kingdom, by extending bis 
Glory, he alſo augmented the Good of his People; 
therefore his Ambition and Conqueſts may be ju- 
ſtified. In fine, he had equalled Henry IV. it he 
had never been adviſed by the Jeſuites, or ſeen 
Madam Monteſpan. To deprive a Husband of his 
Wife, and to be ſo far govern'd by Monks, as to 
baniſh his Kingdom thoſe, by whom the Houle of 
Boarbox had been infinitely obliged, render'd it ne- 
ceſſary for Lewis XIV. to be poſſeſſed of eminent 
Qualities to prevent his Fame from being entirely 
ruin'd, by theſe two remarkable Slips in his Con- 
duct. | 

I am ſenſible, my dear Iſaac, that the Politici- 
ans excuſe the Baniſhment of the Reformers, by 
the Neceflity there was of having but one Religion 
in France, in order to eſtabliſh its I'ranguillity. 
Theſe Reaſons have indeed a great deal of Weight, 
but, however, in exiling the Proteſtants, there was 
no Neceſſity of diſtinguiſhing their Departure by 
more Murders and Proſcriptions than happenct 
under the famous Triumvirate. 

It is alledged, that Lewis XIV. knew nothing 
of all theſe Cruelties, otherwiſe, being natural!) 
of a human Diſpoſition, he would never have per 
mitted them. Notwithitanding this, he was dil 
reſponſible, ſince he was fo weak as to abanc0" 
himſelf to the pernicious Counſels of Monks als 
Devotees. N 

The Character of the late Czar, Peter |. 6 
Compoſition of Bravery and Cruelty, þlenced 


i 
x0 
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with Virtues and Vices. Whatever may be pub- 
lifh'd to his Glory, I ſhall never agree that Bruta- 
lity is a Virtue, or that a Father ought to reckon, 
amongſt his illuſtrious Actions, the Death of his 
on. | 

Charts XII. of Sweden had a ſurpriſing Cou- 
rage, with ſeveral other eminent Qualities; but 
he puſh'd his Revenge too far; and, perhaps, 'tis 
not unlikely that the Chain of Evils, which fol- 
lowed the Battle of Pultowa, were a Judgment 


| upon him for his Cruelty towards the unfortunate 


Pathal, which was aggravated by the Dignity and 


; Character with which that Hero was inveſted. 


All theſe Heroes, whom | have recited, either 


| erar'd, or, at leaſt, eclipſed their Virtues, by ca- 
pita! Errors. | | 


Henry IV. had no Failings, but ſuch as are in- 


| cident to human Nature. He conquer'd his Ene- 
mies; and, when they ſubmitted, he generouſly for- 
gare them. He ſubdued his own Kingdom, and 
made War only to recover what juſtly belonged 
to him, or to repe] the Enemy who came to at- 
> tack him, and foment Troubles and Diviſions a— 
mong his Subjects. He was the Father of. his 
People, a Protector of the Widow and Fatherleſs. 
He loved Women, but not to ſuch a Degree as 
E Lewis XIV. In ſhort, he had ſuch a Fund of 
> Virtue, that, if I had lived in the Times of 1do- 
latry, when illuſtrious Princes were deity'd, an 
extraordinary Meaſure of Divine Grace had been 
| neceſlary to reſtrain me from going into the 
Temple of Henry IV. and burning Incenſe on his 


Altar. 5 
France is at this Day govern'd by a Prince, who 


F may, perhaps, one Day rival the greateſt King of 
lis Race. He is endowed with Affability, Gene- 
| *olity, Clemency and Diſcretion; ſuch good Qua- 


lities 
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lities are a certain Indication, that other Virtues 
will exert themſelves, when Occaſion requires, 

It is cuſtomary with the Nazarexes, to offer up 
publick Prayers in their Churches for the Safety 
of their Sovereign, and to implore the Divine Be. 
ing for his Health and Proſperity. Who could 
imagine, after this, that the beſt King in the Worle 
ſhould be aſlaſinated in the Midſt of his People, 
to whom he was a common Parent? A ſtrange 
and fatal Inſtance of the Folly and Madneſs of 
Mankind! Lewis XI. met with few Rebels a— 
mongſt his Subjects. Heury IV. found among 
his the crueleſt of Enemies. 

The belt of Kings have frequently had the worſt 
Subjects. It ſeems that Severity is the principal 
Method to produce Aweand Reverence in the Po- 
pulace; mean and ſervile Creatures, who can on— 
ly be govern'd by a rigid and inflexible Adminiltra- 
tion. The Indulgence and Clemency of the pre- 
ſent King of Frauce has increaſed the Haughtineſs 
of the Moliuiſts, and the Malignity of the Je- 
#iſts. The Hope of Impunity emboldens them to 
commit the moſt outragious Inſults. 

Sometime ago, a Prelate, call'd Lafiteau, who 
had been a Jeſuit for ſeveral Years before his Pro- 
motion, compoſed a Book, intituled, an Auſwer 
to the Anecdotes on the Conſtitation Unigenitus. In 
refuting the Sentiments of the Jauſeniſts, he has 
treated with Scurrility Men of venerable Charac- 
ters, and even the Rights and Properties of the 
Kingdom are not exempt from his Railery. | be 
King was content with only ſuppreſſing the Books, 
and made a Decree forbidding the Sale, and order- 
ing thoſe who had the Copies to bring them in to 
Perſons appointed for that Purpoſe. = 

Thou believeſt, without doubt, dear Iſaac, that 
the Prelate, affected with the Mildneſs and Gene- 

nerolity 
+ Biſhop of C iſteron. 
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rofity of his Prince, became more diſcreet for the 
future. Not at all; tor ſome Months after the 
Prohibition of his Work, he publiſh'd a Sequel of 
the ſame pernicious I endency, which was likewiſe 
condemned by a ſecond Decree. It is not impro- 
dable that this Prelate may be actually at work, 
| and will publiſh quickly another Volume, by way 
| of Continuation to the Anecdotes. 
| Truly, my dear {ſaac, there are many Subjects 
| who greatly abuſe the Benignity and Goodneſs of 65 
| their Princes. I know none more audacious than '| 3 
| certain Eccleſiaſticks, who frequently attempt the | 
| molt preſumptuous Things; and imagine, they 18 
| ought to be indulg'd therein through Reverence to 
their Character. They execute, with Impunity, nt 
| what is ſhocking for other Men only to think of: 
And I may ſafely fay, that, in all Religions, the ＋ 
| greateſt Happineſs which can attend the Commu- 1 
| nity is, to have Prieſts adorned with Meekneis and 16 39 
| Wiſdom. Eccleſiaſticks are in States what Eme- j 
| ticks are in Medicine; nothing more uſeful, when Y 
| well applied, nothing more dangerous, when un 
| >kilfully adminiſtred. An upright Prelate, an ho- " LA 
| neſt Parſon, a prudent Miniſter, a virtuous Rabbi, 
are invaluable Bleſſings: But what a Train of E- 
mils do they bring, when they are of an oppoſite 
Character? | | | 
May'ſt thou, dear Iſaac, enjoy thy Health, and 
| ive content, happy and ſatisfy'd. 


Hambargh, . 


77 75 
| wks 


LETTER 


_— OO — — — > I TI Yr 


188 JEWISH LETTERS. 


LETTEE CXXY, 


ISAAC Onis ro AARON MoNckcà. 


thee an Account of the Cuſtoms and Manners 

of the ancient Egyptians. I ſhall now com- 
municate to thee what 1 have. obſery'd moſt cu- 
rious in their l'ombs. I have viſited many, and, 
in moſt of them, have met with very agreeable 
Entertainment. | 
Along the Banks of the Nile there lies a ſandy 
Plain, which one may call the general Burying- 
Place of this Nation. It is full of Sepulchres, 
many of which have been open'd. In molt ot 
theſe are to be ſeen Mummies in their Cofans, 
which are ſtill entire. Near theſe Coffins are fte- 
quently found Images of. thoſe Gods, for whom 
the Perſon, while living, had a peculiar V eneration. 
It is from hence the Tarks have borrow'd tilt 
Cuſtom, of having certain Sentences out of the: 
Alcoran interr'd with *em. To the ſame Original 
we may refer the Superſtition of fome Na34/*%* 
who have the Image of their Tutelar Saints buried 


[| T is ſometime, my dear Monceca, ſince I gave 


with them. Thus, thou ſeeſt, this vain and ſtupid 


Notion can plead Antiquity on its Side. Atte 
this Manner, Superſtition is perpetuated ; and one 
Religion adopts the Chimeras and Abſurdities d 
another. 2 

The Cuſtom, in Uſe among ſome Nazarene 
of placing Images, or hanging up Votive 49 


we! 


E thoul 
1 this J 
taken 
| Georg 
in the 
St Ce 
no B. 
Shoe- 
Placi. 
St Pa 
gular 
in of 
to loc 
Frate 
in thi 
| Wall 
| 1 high 


in th 
the ! 
ſuffe 
Dan; 
Piece 
excit. 


At l 


19777 
| aving 
(erte 
| Honey 


\ 


JEWISH LETTERS. 187 


in their Churches, is, in like Manner, deriv'd from 
the Egyptians and Greeks. When they had either 
ſuffer'd Shipwreck, or narrowly eſcap'd ſome great 
Danger, they got the Hittory drawn in ſome {mall 
Piece, which they carried about and ſhew'd, to 
excite the Compaſſion and Charity of the People. 
At laſt they dedicate it in the I emple of that 
God, to whom they imagine themſelves indebted 
for their Preſervation. 
| The ſame Superſtition that took its Riſe two 
E thouſand five hundred Years ago, is practiſed at 
this Day. The Saints, Male and Female, have 
WW taken the Place of the Gods and Goddeſſes. St 
- WE George ſucceeds in Room of Mars; St Anthony, 


St Cecilia for Minerva. There is no Corporation, 
no Body of Tradeſmen, without its Patron. The 
| dhoe-makers have St Criſpin; the Taylors, St 
Placidus; and even the Rope-dancers have their 
St Pantaleon. Tis true, theſe laſt were never re- 
gularly incorporated; and yet the Danger they are 
in of break ing Legs and Arms, hath obliged them 
to look out for a Patron, to take Charge of the whole 
Fraternity. When I was at Vienna, I have often been 
in the Churches of the Nagarenes, where the 


Tbigbs, Arms, Feet, c. all made of Wax, and 
| conſecrated to the Saint of that particular Church, 
in Acknowledgment of Miracles ſuppoſed to have 
been Wrought by him. This preſents the molt 


cl WF *greeable, and, withal, the moſt whimſical, Scene 
in the World. 
e A Nzzareze, who had not much Faith in Legs 


of Wax, told me a merry Story, ben | was in 
ermany. The Story was this: One Michon, 
wing had the good Luck to marry his Miſtreſs, 
Jerted himſelf to her Satisfaction, during the 
| nry Moon, His Conſtitution was natucally good, 
Lor. 8 and 


in that of Pau: St Lucia ſtands for Diana, and 


Walls were almoſt cover'd with Heads, Hands, 
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and his Fondneſs for his Bride ſeem'd to add ut“ 
his Vigour; fo that Madam Michon thought her- 
ſelf exceeding g happy in her Choice. Howerer, 
this could not hinder an unlucky Accident 5 
denly to interrupt the Felicity of this happy Lad 

Mr Michon, though he lov'd his Wife very wall 


thought it incompatible with the Character of a 


Smart, to be confin'd : fo his Conſcience allow'd 
him to go aſtray now and then. One Evening 
having ſupp'd with his Friends, the Wine putting 
odd Notions into his Head, immediately he repairs 

to a certain LEO of Venns, where he offer'd 
according to the Cuſtom of the Place. In Return, 
he receiv'd from the Goddeſs ſuch a Preſent as ſhe 
often makes to her Votaries. Happy it was tor 
Michon, that he perceiv'd it in Time; but how to 
to ſatisfy his Wite, was the Queſtion. He im- 
poſed upon her a Courſe of Abſtinence, no let 
levere than unuſual. She bore, for ſome time, her 
Misfortune with as much Temper as the Caſe 
would allow; but at laſt, loſing all Patience, ſte 
ventures to ask her Husband the Reaſon of his 
Behaviour. I can't percerve, (ſaid ſhe) Mr Michon, 
whence your Tadiffercnce proceeds; bat J am wer 
have liv'd together, for ſome time paſt 
in a HHanner very un, ſaitable to our preſent State. 

This Diſcourſe embatrafs'd the Husband not 1 
little: He would not, for a World, confeſs the 
Matrcer of Fact; and yet, finding it neceſſary to 
lay ſomething, de firſt fetch'd a deep Sigh, and 
then proceeded thus. Alas! Madam, I am the 
tnhapp! 01 Man upon Harth! The poor Woman, 
atarni'd at this tragical Exclamation, urg'd him to 
cxplain himſelf. And have you any Secrets (ſays 


ſhe) that I muſt not know? How will you recon 
this with your repeated Qaths of eternal Hecke 1 
to your I; ife? I am going (continued he) 79 77” 


form you of an Adventure that has almoſt drit cu fi- 
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to Deſpair. I went, ſome Days ago, with a few 


| Friends, to a Country Place not far from Town. 


Ia the Way, I attempted to juinp over a Ditch, and 
ny Foot unbappily flipping, 1 can ſcarce tell 
10a the reſt, ——— I made ſuch an Effort to recover 
myſelf, that I quite ſtrain'd, alas! not my Leg, or 
Jucle, but a Member of far greater Conſequence. 
God forbid | (ery'd Madam Michon) Is it poſſible * 
Yes, my Dear, (reply'd he, in a taint Voice) ere 
is nothing more certain: But, bad as it is, the Ma- 
lady may be cured. The Surgeon, under whoſe Gare 
Jam, aſſures me, that within ſiæ in ces I ja::ll be 
well. 0! (fays Madam) you have quite reviv'd 
ry Spirits. I was miſerably afraid your [lincſs woitld 
have been far more obſtinate and dangerous. We 
mt, however, negiee nothing that way in te leaſt 
wutrivute to your Recovery; therefore, ['il inime- 
drately go aud offer a Vow to St Fantalcon. 1. 15 


1% bim we afp ly in Caſe of a broker Boaz, or flraia'd 


Heu; and © doubt not but, by bis Allitanie, you'll 
5 5 9 , 9 2 


en get rid of your Miifortune. The good Lady 
was not flow to execute her Deſign. She made 
the Figure of the Part affected in Wax, and then 
away ſhe haſtens to the Church of the Cordeliers, 
to have it expoſed in tome honourcabic Place. I kis 
Ottering was preſented by a Boy, in a Baſon co- 
| vered with Linen. The Monk who performed 
| tie Ceremony, having remov'd the Cloth, was 
much ſurprited at the Sight; and, turning away 
bis Eyes, with an Air of Diſdain, Tuke away that, 
ys he to the Boy. Dear Father, (reply'd the 
Child, in a ſoft Tone) 77 7s the Vow of Madan 
| Michon. Carry it away, I ſay, (antwer'd the 
| Monk, haſtily) azd zell ber, we have 1nco;mparably 
better in the Convent. Thus Madam Alichoz's 
| Vow loſt its Place; but all this did not hinder 
er Husband from recovering ſhortly after. 


8 2 The 
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The Nazarenes are the firſt to laugh at their 
own Superſtitions, but they continue Slaves to 
them for all that. This, dear Monceca, is a cer- 
tain Proof that they have no folid Judgment. I'm 
at a Loſs to comprehend how Men commonly 
act directly oppolite to Conſcience. Is it not 1 
Wonder to ſee the ridiculous Behaviour of ſome, 
who, notwithſtanding, talk very rationally. To 
hear them ſpeak, one is apt to imagine that they 
were made to be Teachers of Mankind; but ob— 
ſerve their Conduct, inſtead of the Man of Senſe, 
we diſcover the Bigot, the Furioſo, and the De— 
bauchee. 

But, to return to the Tombs of the ancient E— 
gyptiaus, thou knoweſt, dear Moxceca, that the fa- 
mous Pyramids were the Monuments of their 
Kings. 
their Example, and erected for themſelves theſe 
known by the Name of the leſſer Pyramids, aud 
which are fituated on the Banks of the River. As 
for private Perfons, they lie buricd in the Catacoms, 
which are very numerous in the ſandy Plain nigh 
the Southern Pyramids. When any one was in— 
terr'd in thele Tombs, they always covered the 
Stone, that cloſed up the Entrance, with four 0r 
five Foot deep of Sand. This contributed not 
a little to preſerve the Body, by ſecuring them 
from the Injury of the external Air. Beſides this 
Precaution, there was never an Egyptian but was 
embalm'd atter his Deceaſe, in a Manner more 0! 
leſs coltly, according to the Ability of his Heirs. 

Superſtition was alſo at the Bottom of all th 
Care about Funerals. The Prieſts aſſur'd the People, 
that, in a certain Period of Years, there would 

be an univerial Reſtoration, at which Jimie the 
Bodies that could be preſerved, would be animated 
by their own Spirits again. Every one therefore, 


from a Selt-love natural to Mankind, being = 
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rous to poſſeſs his old Lodging at this grand Re- 
volution, gave ſtrict Charge to his Heirs to take 
all imaginable Cate of his Body. What aſtoniſhes 
me is, that the Hump-back'd, the Lame, the Blind, 
and other maim'd Wretches, had as ſtrong an In- 
clination as the reſt, to reſume their deform'd and 
ugly Bodies: They could have no other Reaton, 
but becauſe they believed, that when the Body 
was once loſt there was no getting another. How- 
ever, one good End is anſwered by all this Pains, 
the Cabinets of the Curious are furniſh'd with Ra— 
rities, and the Shops of Apothecaries with Drugs, 
out of theſe Repofitories of the Dead. 

Among the Bodies of great Men, preſerved 
through many Ages, Hiſtory mentions particular- 
ly that of Alexazder the Great, which was actu- 
ally entire in the Lime of Auguſtus. They tell us 
further, that when Auguſtus was in Egypt, he had 
the Curioſity to viſit the Tomb of that famous Em- 
peror, and that he ſaw the Body in a Shrine of 
Glaſs, which was ſubſtituted in the Room of one 
of Gold, taken away by Seleucus Cybioſadtes *. 80 
ridiculous 'tis for the moſt potent and dreaded 
Sovereign upon Earth, to dream of Reſpect to be 
paid him after he is dead. Nay, Death delivers 
Men from ſervile Attendance, and ſets! the 
Prince and his Subjects on a Level. The Tombs 
ok the ancient Egyptian Kings, that of Alexander, 
and other Heroes of Antiquity, have been violated 
Wit as little Ceremony as thoſe of private Men, 
their Memories and Monuments have been uſed 
with the ſame Freedom. We adore, in a Man- 
ner, living Princes; they are conſtantly attended 


with Crowds of Flattercrs : But, as Malherbe ob- 
letves, 


83 Ont-ils 


* Surtonius in ofay, Cap. XVIII. Dion, Caſſ. Lib. I. Pag. 454. 
Liebe, Lib. XVIII. Page 784. 
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Outils rendu PEſprit, ce weſt 5 que pouſſiere, 
55 cette Majeſte fr pompeuſe & ſi fiere, 
ont l' Etat orgueilleax etounoit Univers; 
Et dans ces grands Tombeanx on leurs Ames hantaines 
Font encore les vaines, 


Ils ſont rouges des vers. 


La ſe perdent ces Noms, de Maitres de la Terre, 
D' Arbitres de la Paix, de Foudre de la Guerre. 
Comme ili wont plus de Sceptre, ils wont plus de 
Flatteurs : 
Ez tombent avec eux d une Chute commune 
Tous ceuæ que leur Fortune 
Faiſoit leurs Servitears. 


Thus Engliſh'd: 


ben breathleſs, they are Duſt become, 

And all the Glories of their Pride 

Are ſunk within the filent Tomb; 
Though for its Splendour it be ey' d, 

Yet they are low, aud loſt indeed, 

And hungry Worms upon them feed. 


There all their ſwelling Titles loſe, 
 Givers of Peace, and Thunder-bolts of War, 
And as no more they can their Bounty uſe, 
There free from Flatterers they are. 
Nature makes equal in their Graves, 
Whom Fortune made or Lords or Slaves. 


See, my dear Monceca, what becomes of Mo- 
narchs, even the greateſt and moſt formidable! !! 
is impoſlible to expreſs the ſudden Fall of world!) 
Grandeur, better than Malherbe has done. I | 
firſt Time 1 read the Works of that Poet, | Was 
| . mighbtil 


JEWISH LETTERS. 103 


mightily charm'd with theſe Lines. A Frenchman, 


ves at Pera, made me Aa Preſent of this 
3 Writings, which 1 keep with the greateſt 
Care, and eſteem little inferior to Horace himſelf. 

Take care of thy Health, my. dear Monceca: 
May Happineſs and Satisfaction attend thee. 


Cairo, . 


4.4. 4 EEGADLIAAMAMQGGS 
| T 


LETTER Cxxxi. 


AARON MONCECA 70 ISAAC Ox IS. 


| I. my laſt, I gave thee my Sentiments of thoſe 


Princes who have made the greateſt Figure in 
Hiſtory, and to whoſe Memory the World 


| pays little leſs than divine Honour; and, without 
| Ceremony, I gave the Preference to Henry IV. 
of France. I have often, ſince that Time, re- 
| fected on what I had wrote, and muſt now tell 
| thee, that the more I conſider the Subject, the 
more am I confirmed in my Judgment. I have 
| lo great an Opinion of the Virtues of that Mo- 
| narch, that I make no Queſtion but Heaven in- 
| tended the Civil Wars, and other Calamities of 


France, during the Minority of his Son Lewis XIII. 


as a Judgment, for not avenging that monſtrous 


Parricide as it deſervd. The Government was 


| ſatisfied with puniſhing only the Aſſaſſin, and the 
| Murder of ſo great a King was atton'd by the 


Recution of one fingle Villain; whereas Ven- 


| Seance ought to have purſued all who were, in 


the 
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the leaſt, acceſſory to the Crime. All, who b 
their Behaviour or Words, had encouraged 58 
teſtable a Fact, ſhould have been ſent a packing 
to the other World along with Xaivillac. Tie 
Proſcriptions by which the Triumvirate made Nom 
itſelf tremble, would have been juſtifiable on this 
mourntul Occaſion. Every Man, upon whom a 
juſt Suſpicion could have been fixed, ought to 
have been made a Sacrifice on the Tomb of that 
generous Prince. 

But it ſeem'd that Heaven reſerv'd the Punih. 
ment of this Crime to itſelf, ſince human Juſtice 
can ſcarce inflict a Vengeance proportioned to 
the Guilt. So it is that Providence ſeldom per- 
mits Aſſaſſins to eſcape, even in this Life, eſpe- 
cially if they have ſtain'd their Hands in the Blood 
of a Prince. 

The Murder of Ceſar is an evident Proof of 


what I aſſert. Hiltory informs us, that, of all 


the ſixty Conſpirators againſt him, not one died a 
natural Death. They all periſh'd miſerably, and 
made a tragical Exit. Even Caſſius, who furviy'd 


the reſt of his bloody Aſlociates, at laſt met the 


ſame. melancholy Fate *. The Happineſs and 
Good of Society is the peculiar Care of the Deity; 
Juſtice therefore ſeems to demand, that he puniſh, 
even in this World, ſuch Wretches as dare attack 
the ſacred Perſons of Princes. 

It is worth while, my dear aac, to remark, on 
this Occaſion, a Thing which is not more aſtoniſ}- 
ing than true, vx. That almoſt all the Nazarem? 
Monarchs, who have been aſſaſſinated, have been 
butcher'd either by the Hands of the Monks them— 
ſelves, or by Perſons who were their Tools. [t 
was a Dominican who poiſoned the Emperor! 
Henry VII. and in the Execution of that eee 

x 72 


* Plurarch in Ceſare, Sueton. in Jul. Cef, Cap. LXXX. 4 
trop. Lib. VI. 
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Fact, profan'd the moſt ſacred Rite in his Religion. 
Another Monk, of the ſame Order, plung'd his 
Dagger in the Breaſt of Henry III. of France. A 
Jeſuit * ſuborned and perſuaded a young Fana- 
tick + to attempt the Murder of the beſt King Fin 
the World. But it is impoſſible to enumerate all 
the Plagues which this deteſted Race have brought 
upon Mankind. And yet Princes, to whom they 
have done moſt Miſchief, and conſequently who 


| ſhould hate them moſt, ſuffer them to be about 


their Perſons, through an Exceſs of Weaknets. 
We are told indeed, that Lewis XIII. whom I 
juſt now mentioned, no ſooner ſaw a Monk but 
he fell a trembling, and did not care they ſhould 
ſtay long in his Preſence. The Remembrance of 
what they had done to ſeveral of his Predeceſſors, 
and to his Father in particular, may well account 
for this. Even at this Day, Monks are forbid to 
enter Ver ailles, or any other of the King's Pa- 


| laces, without a ſpecial Permiſſion. This I learn'd 


when I was at Paris; and I am poſitive as to the 


| Fac. 


In ſpite of all the Marks of Contempt, which 
are put upon the Monks on certain Occaſions, I 
think we may juitly apply to them what Tacitus 
ſays of Aſtrologers in Rome; they were continu- 


| Ally procuring Edicts to baniſh them the City, but 
never had the Courage to put them in Execution 8. 


But this Buſineſs concerns the Nazarenes only, 
and not us. If they will be govern'd by Monks, 
why ſhould we pretend to hinder them? Let us leave 
them in their Infatuation, and proceed to ſome 
more entertaining Subject. 

I purpoſe toon to embark for England, with 


| two Men of very different Characters; the one is 
an 


John Guignard. f John Chatel, f Henry IV. King of France, 
5 Genus hominum potentibus inſidum, ſperantibus fallax. quod in CH 
ae nſtra, & vetabitur ſemper, & retinebitur. Tacit. Hiſt, Lib. I. 
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an extravagant Admirer of the Italian MI uſick, bas 
travelled much for his Improvement in that 58 
ence, and is juſt now come from Italy, where he 
made a conliderable Stay to become Maſter ct 
what he profeſſes This Gentlenian ſpeaks of ng- 
thing but Concerts, Symphonies, Virtoſs, Sonata, 
Motattas, Cantatas, &c. The other is a Mctaphy- 
ſician, eternally in the Clouds, and who is col. 
ſtantly buſy in reconciling the Syitems of Heß. 
tes, Gaſſendi, Locke, and Milebranche. This Mlan 
ſeems diſtracted in his Converſation ; ſoinetime 
we can ſcarce get four Words out of him in g 
whole Day. He will frequently ſtamp, bite hi 
Nails, and ſcratch his Head ; and when the Que- 
{tion proves too intricate tor him, one would can- 
clude, from the Faces he makes, that he was {cizcd 
with ſome convulſive Diſtemper. 

It happens ſometimes, that our Lover of Mu— 
ſick interrupts bis profound Speculations, to have 
his Opinion on the Beauty of ſome new Air, y, 
ſays he, do me the Favonr to give me your Seitt- 
ments of this Soar. Immediately he falls a ſinging, 
and whilſt he is chanting his Italian Air, the Me— 
taphyſician ſhrugs up his Shoulders, turns nis Eyes 
to Heaven, and, from the Bottom of his Heart, 
gives both Song and Songſter to the Devil. He 
was juſt going to leave the Company, when our 
Muſician ſeized his Arm. Ab, dear Sir, ſays be, 
don't flir ; let me ſing that Verſe over again. Mark 


the Beauties of the Air! Mell, is it not mmcomper 


rably fine! hat Vinci muſt be a great Man! I 
ſwear, I would rather have been the Author of his 
Artaxerxes, than the King of Corfica.—Confeſs tie 
Truth, Sir, and own that your Philoſophers are d 
pitiful iuſignificant Set of Mortals, when compared 
with the grand Maſters of Muſick. ; 
Theſe laſt Words recovered the Metaphylicial 


out of his waking Dream; he could no long 
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endure to hear thoſe great Men run down, of 
whom he had the Honour to be a Diſciple. You 
| {ancy then, ſaid he, with an Air of Dildain, That a 
deal of Reſped is due to a Mnſician ;, aud that there 17 
| ic a wonderful Penetration aud Genius neceſſary, to 9 
g Re, Mi, Fa, Sol. 1 look up all you have 14 
ſud, Sir, to be mere Banter. But, to be grave, Sir, <4 
can you tell me what Uſe Muſick is f? hy truly 4 
is good for nothing in the World: Or, the moſt i 
on can alledze in its Favonr is, that it ſerves to 15 
| teaſe a few empty Girls and fopp:iſh Petit Maitres : 1 
ut Philoſophy is uſeful iu the Conduct of Lie; it | 
| rraches good Manners, aud enables us to bridle our 14 
Paſions. There is not a Secret in Nature which it 
des not unfold. In ſhort, it makes a Man both happy 
en wiſe at one and the ſame Time. 2 
But tell me, Sir, replied our Muſical Virtuoſo, 4% 
You are a Philoſopher, or, at leaſt, you ſtudy Philo- # 5% 
phy; Are you therefore eaſy aud happy)? Nay, ſure | 
Ya ſhall not perſuade me ont of my Senſes. I ſee 13 
Vin in a conſtant Perplexity, you enjoy not ſo much 115 
be a Moment's Eaſe, You eat, nay, and ſpeak ſome- * 


ses without thinking what you are doing. Your 1 
t, lead is ſo fall of Whims, that you can hardly diſtin | 
le % betwiæxt Day and Night. Tis no longer jince, 


an the other Day, that your HWiſuom was going to 
e, % yourſelf into a Pond; and if 1, uſeleſs as 1 am, 

6:4 not catched hold of your Coat, your Philoſupby 
ld beer in great Danger of being around. Will 
ell me, that a Science, which puts out a Man's 
Fer, ſo that he can't ſee a large Reſervoir, at the 
ofan Avenue, is abſolutely neceſſary to make a Man 
5% To be plain with 1 apo you Philoſophers 
Þ be a very fantaſtick ſort of People; while you are 
ie at the Stars, forfooth, you can't vſerve the 
F075 that lie even among your foe! *. Ton expreſs. 
| the 


4 es ane pears nemo ſpectat; Cali ſerutantur plagas, Cicero 
CF vat, Lib, II. | | 


do but look at a young Fellow of the LEVIN as 
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the utmoſt Contempt for Muſick ; but I challenge yon, 
Sir, to prove that it ever did half the Miſchief in the 
World, as that ſort of Fanaticiſm which you call Phi. 


loſophy. The Charms of Muſick, I grant, raviſh 
the Senſes ſo, as only to ſooth the Mind, and throu 
it into a kind of exſtatick Repoſe ; but never, lile 
Philoſophy, does it deprive us of var Senſes, or, which 
ig much the ſame, take away the Uſe of theia.—b 
but obſerve a Man coming from an Opera, you may 
ſee him beating Time 1 his Heels for half an Hour 
together. If he is young and nimble, perhaps, he cuti 
a few 93 "cl aud preſently falls a ſinging ſome Fi. 
vourite Air. He comes up and ſalutes a Lady if 
any with an 1 Air of Gallaniry. Ina 

Jord, all is eaſy, all is Harmony, like the Entertain- 
ment from whence he comes. On the other Hand, 


he is coming out of his College; how wild his Lok! 


Hou fierce his Air! his Head full of Logick, anda 


Syllogiſm between his Teeth. No ſooner is one Un: 
vorſity- Combat finiſh'd, than he meaitates a new H. 
tach, and is mighty buſy in muſtering up hi, Warlile 
Arguments in order to demoliſh his Adverſary. ll: 
is everlaſtingly out of Humour; all his Knowle 
aud Philoſophy ſerve for nothing but to torment bin, 

Tell me, EE Sir, which is moſt uſeful to Socν, 
that Study which plagues a Man, and puts him 645 
of himſelf, and, under Pretence of imaginary 1 


dom, makes him a real Fool; or that which amuſel 


agree abiy, cures the Spleen, and leaves the Mind in 
perfect Tranquillity* This, Sir, and no viver," 
the grand Difference betwixt Muſick and Philos 
phy. You may indeed ſay what you pleaſe, but, j 
my Part, I ſhall never alter my Opinion. 2 

Migbiy well argaed, replied the Philoſopher, WI 
an Air of Contempt; I would adviſe you 7 92 
all your Life in ſinging; by this Means you ll - j 
thing inferior to the Nightingale. As jor me, , 


ſenſi 


g and ; 
Hiolis 
are c 
be 4 5 
Meents: 
1 1 the 
5 a 99 
Aan 
4% ty; 


ob 
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F [-n/ible, God has endow'd me with a Faculty of 
F Thinking, and that I ought to make uſe of it. I do 
nt pretend to hinder you from uſing thoſe Gifts 
E which Nature has beſtow'd upon you; and 1 only asR 
the ſame Indulgence for myſelf. _ 
Da call that Thiaking, (replied our Adept in 
E Muſick) which is uo better than abandoning one's 
ſelf to all the Extravagance of a diſorder'd Imagiua- 
tion; but you muſt allow me to mean, by Thiaking, 
a quite different Thing. I apprehend, it Jigaifies 
| ſuch a good Uſe of Reaſon as mimiſters to my Wants, 
and enables me to paſs eaſily through Life. I believe 
is better to leave racking our Brains with Things 
| beyond our Reach, and to apply oarſelves to that kind 
% Knowledge which is uſeful. Is not he the wiſer 
Man, who knows how to live comfortably, to eat aud 
6 drink, to ſleep, laugh and ſing, and, in fort, to enjoy 
E himſelf while Heaven is pleaſed to continue him in 
e World? Is not this, I ſay, the wiſer Man, 
| when compar”d with the Scioliſt, that diſtradts his 
Hul with uſeleſs Speculations? Tell me, Mr Phi- 


e Hieber, what fort of [iineſs will yu Learning 
1, are? Will the Study of a Metaphyſical Queſtion 
7 | caſe a Man of the Megrim? So far from it, that 


it will mate him ten times worſe. The Petient had 
better, by half, repair to the Concert, and divert his 
; Pain 52h the Sight of gay Faces, and the ſoft Airs 
* of the Flute. What Good will your Philoſophy da 
"mm UW a Fit of the Spleen? It will increaſe the Melancholy, 
1: „* mage a Man quite mad. But if he hears 4 
m Violin, his Ill-hamour preſently goes off, his Spirits 
oi | cre chear'd, and his Reaſon returns. There cannot. 
„ ve a ſtronger Argument in favour of HIuſich, than to 
| 2cntion the good Effedt it has every Day in Italy, 
vic BR %e Caſe of a Perſon bit by a 88 Brings 
ele College of Philoſophers to harangue the ſick 
; Maa pon the Flypoiheſts of Gallendi aud Deſcartes, 
p 4! will not hinger the Poiſon ta ſpread; the poor 
Vo. III. F- Lam 
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Man will certainly die, in ſpite of all your Eloq nente 
In this Caſe, let but a deſpiſed Fidler enter the Ric: 
up ſtarts the Patient: The Power of Muſick makes 
him jump, leap aud caper ; and after he has dance; 
about in this Manner, till he is quite fatigued, he 
Falls faſt aſleep, and when he awakes, finds himſelf 
perſedly well. Such is the Effect of Muſick! and 


i appeal to Mankind, if all the Philoſophy in the 
Morld can do any thing like it. 
1 know not, my dear Iſaac, whether you will 
reliſh the Converſation of my Fellow Travellers; 
but I aſſure you, it proves very diverting to me, 
and I paſs the I ime very agreeably in hearing their 
mutual Altercations. | 

Farewel, my Friend; may the God of our Fa- 
hers load thee with Bleſſings. 


Hamburgb, 


r e e, 277206 e e ee 
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JAcoB BRIT O 7 AARON MONCEcA. 


which our Brethren are expoſed in this 
Country, has often led me to reflect ol 
the reciprocal Calamities which the Nazarene 
bring upon each other, in conſequence of thi 
horrid Maxim, That it is not only lawful, but eces 


T Perſecutions, my dear Monceca, td 


nereſſary to deſtroy Heretichs. 


The Conſequences of this inhuman Principie 
are equally fatal to Men of all Religions; and 


indced it is ſurpriſing that thoſe, who zenten 
| ; malntan 
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maintain it, never conſider how it expoſes them- 
ſelves, in their Turn, to the very ſame Evils they 
inflict upon their Adverſaries. Ii once they re- 
gected on the dreadful Inconvenicncics which a 
perſecuting Principle draws after it, they would 
oon change their Sentiments. | 

Hereſy alters with the Climate. Hereticks in 
one Country are orthodox in another; and thoſe 


| who are the only orthodox in one Kingdom, 


would die at a Stake for Hereſy in another. I his 
Obſervation will be illuſtrated, if we conſider ever 
ſo {lightly the different Religions that are clfablith- 
ed in the different Countries of Europe. A Pro- 
teſtant is an Heretick at Paris; but let him croſs 
the Sea, and immediately he will become one of 
the Elect at London. A Papiſt is an Idolater in 
Engloaad; while in France, tis the eſtabliſh'd Be- 
lief, that none but ſuch can be ſaved. 

Thus we ſee how Nations, who differ widely 
in other Things, yet agree in this ſenſeleſs Article, 
That all are Hereticks who are not of their eſtabliſh- 
ed Religion. If we ſhould ſuppoſe the hateful Prin— 
ciples of the Iaguiſition prevailing equally every 


| where; Good God! What Horrors, what Deva- 


[tation and Bloodſhed would they foon ſpread thro? 


the World? In Portugal, in Spain, in France, in 
t [taly, in Auſtria, Bohemia and Poland, they would 
> butcher and burn, break on the Wheel and mai- 
| facre, without Diſtinction, Latherans and Caluin- 
its, Epiſcopalians and Presbyterians ; on the other 
Hand, in Holland, Great Britain, Sweden, Den- 
mar and Pruſſia, they would hang, draw and 
- Quarter all in Communion with the Church of 


Kume, if the Doctrine of ſome mad Prieſts was re- 


| garded, and the Magiſtrate had no more Humani- 
| ty than the Clergy. ln Myſcovy they would ex- 
> lirpate both Proteſtants and Roman Catholicks as 
| <£qually Hereticks, in diſſenting from the Raſſia 
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ol 


Faith. And in Tarky again, the ſame Maſcovin, an. 


would fall a Sacrifice to the Glory of Mahojme:: Over 
as the Tarks mult die in, Per/ia to the Honour af Nt 
Hal. | do! 
Behold, my dear Monceca, the Confuſion and 
Deſolation, the Crimes and Impieties, which natu- cy, 
rally ariſe from this ſingle Maxim, That we 17); MW {tat 
to perſecute Hereticks, and force them to become yr. rea] 
Fhodox, by the unauſwerable Arguments of Torture, Ir 
and Death, It theſe bloody Perſecutors were re- gret 
ally what they only. pretend, animated by a true MF this 
Lcal for the Glory of God, they would be afraid lain 
to make uſe of the prepoſterous Means of Vio- bad 
lence and Force in Religion, becauſe theſe are Me. and 
thods directly contrary to the great Law of Na- no! 
ture, and to that Idea which right Reaſon tcaches {WF mail 
every Man to form of the ſupreme Being. Theſe WF Hilt 
tprioas Zealots ſhould perceive, that, in perſccu- WM tea 
ting thoſe of a different Religion, among then 41d 
ſelves, they expoſe their Brethren to the ſame Treat WF M 
ment, wherever they are ſcattered in other Coun- Mp 2ckr 
tries. But, alas! they are guided only by Paſſion, Vn 
or rather by Madneſs ; and therefore, provided they i the / 
can carry their Point at home, they give themſelves Char 
no Concern about any bad Conſequences of thet dne 
Conduct that may happen abroad: 1 
The Roman Catholicks, or rather the Court 0: Wi bio 
Nome, the Eccleſiaſticks and the Monks, mae fame 
uſe of all forts of Means in order to get the Pro- Wi help 
teſtants baniſh'd out of France. After a great dell * ſo 
of Murder and Bloodſhed, they accompliſh'd tit Nee 
Defign. But what followed? Why, truly, ſon erk 
after, the Popiſh Religion itſelf received ſuch a Blow ped to 
as proved fatal to it, in a neighbouring Kingdom. , Th 
England immediately barr'd Popery, without le: 3 
ing any Hopes of its ever returning. It col! 1 eli 


unhappy Prince his three Kingdoms, for being 0 
weak as to become the Dupe of a bigoted Chen 
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and the French Refugees in Euglaud ſerved the Go- 
vernment for a Pretence to ſeize the Eſtates of 
| Numbers of Papiſts, and baniſh them the King- 
dom. 
| While, in France, they deſtroy'd, without Mer- 
| cy, whatever had the leaſt Appearance of Prote- 
ſtantiſm, the Prince of Orange wilely ſteps in, and 
| reaps the Advantage of thoſe Confuſions. The 
Truth is, the mad Conduct of the Popiſh Clergy 
greatly advanced the Affairs of that Prince; to 
| this he ſtood indebted for the Crown of Great Bri- 
tin. If the Jeſuites, from an Itch of Ambition, 
bad not put King James upon ſo many arbitrary 
and illegal Acts, William III. would have found 
no Pretence of going over to England, in order to 
maintain the Liberties of an oppreſled Nation, 
| Hiſtorians of all Sides agree, that King [James's 
gteateſt Misfortune was, his flaviſh Attachment 
and Submiſſion to the Jeſuites. . 
Madam ade Fayette, though a zealous Catholick, 
n- MW 2cknowledges, in her Memoirs of the Court of 
n, FHauce, under the Years 1688 and 1689, that when 
be Freneß became throughly acquainted with the 
Character of that Prince, all the Regard they re- 
et tained for him was a fort of pitiful Contempt. 
Me are inform'd, by this Lady, that the Arch» 
et bimop of A heim, Maurice le Tellier, ſeeing King 
ade James one Day coming from Maſs, could not 
r0- ep ſaying, with a Sneer, Behold that good Man! 
e eld three Kingdoms for ove Maſ3, It was alſo 
it Nreckon'd a Mark of his bad Talte, that he was 
on erlaſtingly beſet with Jeſuites, and that he affect- 
ow WES to have it believed he was of their Order *. 
om. Ihe Continuators of Rapiz's Hiſtory of England, 


n- hough they are ſworn Enemies to the Proteſtant 
n Keligion, make no Scruple of telling the ſame 
7 0 Piory, and of adding to it the following RefleCtie 


I 13 on; 
J | * Pages 120, 124; 155, 
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Day they themſelves ſhould meet with the ſame 
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an; „ The People of France went fo far, as 1 
charge him (that is, King James) with his Mi. 
«. fortunes, as if they were ſo many Crimes, which 
& had involved Fraxce in a burdenſome and expen. 
« ſive War, of which they foreſaw the bad Ef. 
* tects | 

It was. not, however, King James, my dc: 
Monceca, to whom the Freuch ought to have aſerib- 
ef theſe Mifchiefs, which they ſaw. would follow 
their eſpouſing his Cauſe. It was to theſe, who 
gave him thoſe pernicious Counſels, :hich had 
plunged him into an Abyſs of inext:icable Diff 
culties : It was to them they ſhould have attributed 
theſe Evils: Upon them they ſhould have poured 
all their Vengeance. The Misfortunes of that 
Prince were the Effect of Feſu:t:ical Ambition, and 
the natural Conſequences of their cruel Maxim, 
That any Means are lawful to deſtroy Hereticks. 

The Engliſh had freſh before their Eyes the me- 
lancholy Example- of the French Proteſtants; and 
they were afraid, not withou: Reaſon, that one 


Treatment. They reaſon'd thus: „ If the King 
* begins to diminiſh our Privileges, and to enlarge 
* thoſe of our Enemies, we ſhall, by little ans 
e little, be render'd incapable to repel the open 
„% Violence of the Court of Rowe. At preleni, 
they make uſe of Cunning ; by and by, they! 
&* have Recourſe to Force. The Freuch Prote- 
e ſtants ſet Heury IV. upon the Throne. So long 
as he liv'd, none duiſt venture to oppreſs them; 
<« but this Prince was ſearce cold in the Grave, 
„ when they began, firſt to trick, and then 19 
« perſecute them. Laſt of all, they baniſſ'd en 
Thus they learn'd the full Meaning of that abo, 
„ minable Maxim, That the Laws both of G 
ad Maa permit ail. Means to be uſed to 7 

| | | ele 


_*.Continuation de Repin-Theyrar, Tome II. Tage 41: 
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@ Hereticks. Let us then prevent the Storm 
« which threatens us. Let us ſtrangle the Ser- 
i pent we have nouriſh'd in our Boſom. Let us 
give the mortal Wound to Popery, by dethro- 
ning a King who protects it, and would eſtabliſt 
« jt on the Ruins of all that is dear to us, our: 
Religion and Liberty. If there is any thing 
« baſe in ſuch a Conduct, our Enemies ſure dare 
« not reproach us. We only rebel againſt a Popiſh 
« Prince; and have not they taught us to. do ſo, 
« by refuſing to acknowledge a Proteſtant one? 


« Have they not publiſhed numberleſs Books to 


« prove, that Subjects owe no Allegiance to an He- 
« retical Prince.? Their Pulpits found with this 
« Doctrine; their malt celebrated Preachers.have 
« exhauſted their Eloquence upon this Topick in 
« the Midſt of Paris, for theſe ten Years paſt. 
« For once, we Will adopt their Maxim. We 
« do no more than dethrone a King impeach'd 
and convicted of Popery, which we juſtly reckon, 
© of all Hereſies, the moſt damnable.” 

Obſerve, my dear Mexceca, from this Reaſoning 
of the Eugliſa, what fatal Effedòs the Doctrine of 
Repriſals, in religious Wars, will inevitably pro- 
duce. Conſider, at- the ſame time, what Guilt the 
ungovern'd Fury of: different Sects have brought 


j upon whole Nations; for after all, notwithſtanding 


the Danger. the Eugliſh Proteſtants were then.in, 
I can, by no means, approve of their Conduct. 1 


am thoroughly perſuaded, that it is not lawful for 

Subjects, upon any Pretence, to take Arms againſt 
their Sovereign. This is a- Principle I have often 
| heard thee defend with a good deal of Warmth. 


But if once we admit. this Maxim, That Men are 


L at Liberty to break Faith with Hercticks, and to 
nale uſe of Force in Matters of Belief, it w1ll open 
a Vide Gap to all Sorts of Diſorder. This will 


ſhake 
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ſhake the T hrones of Kings, and inſpire into the 
ſimple Multitude a Spirit of Faction and Ree. 
3 

If this wholfome Doctrine was once univerſali 
eſtabliſh'd throughout Europe, that Religion has ni. 
thing to do with Government, how happy would 
the Subject be! How ſecure would the Prince it 


upon his Throne! It doth not much concern x 


King, one would imagine, if ſome of his Subjed; 
ſing in French, others in Engliſh, in Dutch, ot in 
German, while others are of Opinion, that Lats 
is the only ſacred Language. lt ſignifies little to 
the Government, whether People aſſemble for te- 
ligious Worſhip on Saturday, or on Sunday, pro- 
vided they pay their I axes, love their Country, 
and diſcharge all the Duties they owe to Society. 
But, the Politicians may object, while there are 


many different Religions in a State, *tis impoſſible 


but they will produce Civil Wars. This 1 admit, 
if any one of theſe Religions maintain the per- 
nicious Maxim, That it i lawful to uſe all Ale. 
thods for deſtroying thoſe who differ from them; and 
in this Caſe 'tis natural to ſuppoſe, that all the 
other Seas will unite for the Deſtruction of that 
one Religion, which they can't but look upon as 
a common Enemy. But, in a well regulated 
State, where the People are perſuaded, that every 
Man has a Right to judge for himſelf, and ſerve 
God according to his Conſcience, ſhould there be 
five hundred different Religions in this State, it will 
never diſturb the publick Peace. | 

To prove this, one needs but reflect upon tht 


preſent State of Hallaud and Great Britain. How 


many different Seas are there in theſe Countries, 
and yet they live peaceably together. Fews, Ai! 
Trinitariaus, Quakers, Anabaptiſts, Prevoyterian, 
Epiſcotalans, Lutherans, &c. They may perhaps 


diſpute a little warmly ; but, if they can't ag's 
, il, 
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in Sentiments, they never dream of cutting one 
another's Throats. If there happens ſometimes 


any Diſturbance on account of Religion in Eng- 


land, all the different Parties agree to aſcribe the 
Inconvenience to a Popiſh Spirit, and immediately 


enter into a League, Offenſive and Defenſive, againſt 


it. In ſhort, they ſeem to be all equally afraid of 
the Effects of that hateful Principle, which autho- 


; riſes Men to perſecute all whom they are pleaſed 


to call Hereticks. | 
| To this Purpoſe we may alledge the Teſtimony 
of a certain Author, who muſt be allow'd by all a 
competent Judge of the Matter. If any one (lays he) 
ſhall ask, how far different Sects are to be tolerated? 


| | anſwer, . ought all to ſtand upon equal Terms; 
bey ſhould all ha- 
E their Faith, by Diſputes, by preaching in religious 


have an equal Liberty to maintain 


Aſſemblies, and by publiſhing Buoks. But as to 
Popery, it ought to be depriv'd of all Benefit of a 


Toleration; not indeed as a Religion, but as it is a 
| Tyrannical Faction, which oppreſſes others. An E- 
| quality will not content its extravagant Demanas ; 
| LP reign alone, aud deſtroy utterly all that op- 
bdoſe it *. | 


To this remarkable Paſſage from the Virgil o 


England, I ſhall. take Leave to add another from 
| an illuſtrious Champion for Liberty, one too much 
| 4 Philoſopher to give himſelf up to any Prejudices 
on the Score of Religion. Never fear (lays he) 
that the Miſſionaries will fall out among themſelves, 
uben the Buſineſs of Dragooning is in hand. The 


Fhomiſts and the Scotiſts, the Moliniſts and the 


| Janſeniſts, forget their Differences, lay aſide their 
f Diſpates, and labour very cordially together in the 


Execution of that Catholic Precept, Compel them 
do come in f. 


There 


* Milton's Miſc. llaneous Works, ft Bayle, Dictionaire Bift, & 


ar. Tome II. Page 339. 
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propagate this inhuman Diſpoſition throughout all 
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There is one Thing, my dear Monceca, which 
ſurpriſes me much, the Popiſh Nazaremes are by ng 
means ignorant of the great Miſchicfs which then 


violent Conduct brings upon their Brethren in other Ag. 
Countries. They know very well what Pre. 5 
dices are raiſed againſt their Brethren, and wt 
Reproaches they ſuffer on account of their Perſe. 
cutions and boundleſs Ambition; and yet, inte 

of ' purſuing gentler Meaſures, they grow cen 

Day more inſolent : Inſtead of ſtopping the Fur 2 


of Perſecution, it ſeems to be their iole View, to 


Nations, and to perpetuate it through all Ages. 
On the other Hand, their Antagonilts are led by 
the ſame malicious Spirit, when they puniſh the 


Innocent for the Cruelties committed by their Bre- 

thren, and to which they are no way accellory, deec 
What Connection is there between an Eg liſi Pa- Fan 
piſt and an Italias jeſuit? or, why ſhould one fur: ef 4 
fer for the Faults of another. It is, without doubt, 1 *) © 
as great Injuſtice to puniſh an honeſt Roman Ca- diff 
tholick in Ireland, as it was to baniſh a Proteſtant J bert 
of the ſame Character in Fance. Is it not abſura Wi 
to make Repriſals in Matters of Religion? What Pa 
Occaſion of I'riumph ! What Subject for Reflec- i 5 


tion doth this partial Conduct of the Nazarew Wh 5 
Sects afford to an honeſt and thinking Few. 21 
Fare wel, dear Monceca. Live content and happ] 


; K 
Lisbon, a 
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8 LETTER CXXXIII. 

Y 

| AARON MONCECA zo ISAAC ONIS, 

() 

f T is not above five or ſix Days, my dear [/aac, 
: | fince I arriv'd at London; it is therefore impoſ- 
v ſible for me, as yet, to give thee any exact Ac- 
a count of the Character of the Exgli. I have in- 
; WE deed taken notice of ſeveral Things that ſtrike my 


Fancy, and ſeem highly deſerving the Attention 
of a Stranger; but 1 have not yet had Opportuni- 
F. i to examine them ſufficiently. It is extremely 
2 ciffcult to give a juſt Character of the Eugliſp, 
bor this Reaſon, they generally poſſeſs Virtues which 
c WW {een directly oppoſite to a great many Vices with 
i WW vvbich they are likewiſe tainted. The Contradic- 
c. tion which one finds in the Manners, and Turn of 
„Mind amongſt thoſe People, at firſt Sight, appears 
very uncommon ; fo that it requires a pretty nice 
5. Enquiry, before one can form a Judgment of their 
good or il! Qualities. 


If a Man would give a juſt and true Idea of 


this Nation, it is abſolutely neceſſary that he di- 
veſt himſelf of all national Prejudices; he muſt 
forget that he is a Frenchman, a German, or an 1- 
talian, and form his Sentiments only by thoſe Rules 
E Which the Light of Nature furniſhes. It is my 
Opinion, that a Judge, thus qualified, will find 
| the Enzliþ poſſeſs'd of a great many ſhining Qua- 
Ities, though ſhaded with ſeveral I'ollies and V ices. 
FR PG as there is no Nation upon Earth, whoſe 
| > | Virtue 
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Virtue is not abated by ſome Mixture of V ice, if 


the Excellencies and true Worth of the Ezglijj de (oe 
found far more conliderable than their Detect, +y 
we cannot, without manifeſt Injuſtice, run them _ 
down as a Nation; nor can we expect, ſince they Ne 
are Men, that they ſhould be entirely exempted N 
from the Imperfections of human Nature. _ 
I obſerve, ſince I came here, that the Ina. ; 
tants of this Country are generally large Body'd, . | 
well-made, agile and robuſt; and it is common 4 
ly ſaid, that theſe external Advantages of Body 7. 
are attended with proportionable Endowments « h : 
Mind. Many intelligent People have aſſured je, re 
that the Vigour of an Ezgl;/þ Genius is even fi- 90 
perior to the Strength of an Exgliſhman's Body. ing! 
refer thee, for Proof of this, to my ſubſequent | 


nicate my Diſcoveries on that Subject, with a dil 
cerity becoming a Philoſopher, who looks upon 
all Mankind to be but one great Nation. 

The firſt Thing I took notice of, on my Art: 
val at London, was that Plenty and Magnificence 
whereby the Engliſh are diſtinguith'd among Strat- 
gers. I have likewiſe particularly examin'd that 
Fierceneſs, which ſome are apt to call Inſolence, 
and, from the beſt Obſervations I have been abe 
to make, I can by no means think it deſerves 10 
harſh a Name. If we were to judge of the Eg. 


lih by the Talk and Opinion of other Nations _ 
concerning them, we mult often fall into ve) Paß 
groſs Errors. Moſt part of the Memoirs, writ! 
by Travellers, favour highly of that Prejudice“ or 
gainſt England, which generally prevails among e 
other Nations. | | wh 

It can't indeed be denied, but the Eg/:// hat Bi +. 
given ſome Handle for this, by their comme and 
Foible of preferring themſelves to all the rel d Far 
Mankind. And even this Fault is not pecu/i9! ' p! 


1 om 
chen, 


. aſhions of the Place, hp. y cen ſar? . 
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them; it is common, in ſome Degree, to every 
Nation. To ſpeak Truth, the Egli % carry the 
Matter too far. As they are rich and 2 werkui, 
and conſequently in a Capacity to over-top their 
Neighbours, they may perhaps dene With too 
tle Ceremony. But all the Stories, which are 

ſpread abroad, of their Brutality and R. adencis, 
deſerve Contempt rather than Correction. I mult 


however allow, that the Egliſh are not very fond 


of cultivating Acquaintance with Strangers; and 
it they happen to fall into the Company wt luch, 
they will every now and then remind them, that 
they think themſelves their Betters, in cv a1 Re- 


ſpect. This Humour is, without doubt, very 


indecent and ridiculous. Far be it lrom me to 


excuſe a Behaviour ſo difagreeable, fo contrary to 
FE Reaſon and good Senſe. But ſtill, it ſhould be 


remember'd, there is a wide Diifei ence betwixt 
jnſolence, and a good Opinion of one's ſelf. In 


al the World, we will ſcarce find a Creature 
more full of himſelf than a Freuch Pelit-y, % 5 


and yet no Man is more civil, more polite or 


Jcomplaiſant, than he. To ſay the Truth, it is not 


ne good Opinion which the £27/:7 have of them- 


Et 
; a but the Vanity of rellins the World they 


2 it, Which gives the Ofence. 
A Stranger, in this Country, cannot walk the 


Streets, bur! he mall hear himſelf taken to Pieces, 


and every thing about him, differing from the 


*. 


high! 1 diſralts a Tr; av le 13 ne ce can't bit be e 


of T Koa to ſee Contempt thrown, not only 


upon himſelf, but alſo upon all his Con ntrymen, 
who are woun: ded tnrou? 1 His $19 CS. He Tier oe 


ö for re for ets nl tho good Qua allties ot th e Engl. , 
and carries home with him the Memory of th. ir 
bFaults only; . cheſs. he paints in inch Colours às 


4 


1 dpleen and Reſentinent furniſh him with. 


Vor. III. U ] have 
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J have been at ſome Pains, my dear Ine, tg 
diſcover the Source of the proud and haughty 
Temper of the Engliſh, of their notorious Con- 
tempt of other Nations, and particularly of th 
French; and I think now, I have light upon the 
true Caule. Thoſe Foreigners who have ett}: 
in Ezglzad, by their mean Conduct, have jufpit'd 
the Natives with a comtemptible Idea of all th; 
Countrymen, while they are naturally prone tg 
think highly of themſelves. They who have opu— 
lent Fortunes, and ſwim in the Midſt of Riches 
and Plenty, look down with Pity on Men ttrus- 
gling with all the Hardſhips of Poverty and Want. 


Country, they don't make uſe of al! Methods ti 
advance their Fortune; but are ſatisfied with ti: 
little they poſleſs, ſo long as they enjoy Libet, 
wich they eſteem infinitely preferable to the preatel! 
rcaſures. We ſee but few Eugliſomen roaming 
abroad to ſeek their Fortune. They would blu! 
at the Thoughts of enriching themſelves by to. 
lowing the Protefhon of an Adventurer. Com: 
merce is their only Reſource to acquire a Fortune, 
a Method no leſs reputable to themſelves, than 
uferal to their Country. It is no Wonder then, 


Mind, ſhould deſpiſe thoſe whom they ſee traver: 
ſing the Globe in quelt of Money, and perhaps 
jubmitting to very ſcandalous Means in order de 
compats their End. | 8 

One may juſtly ſay, that thoſe of the Lac 
vho are rich, imagine their ſuperior Fortune gs 
then a Right to be infolent and haughty; and the 
thoſe of low Lite are infolent and vain, becaule 
iner know how to be content with a little. 

he great Number of Fortune-hunters wht 
ſwan in Lode, contirm the Eugliſſ in then 
nan Opinion of Foreigners, eſpecially ot te 


1214 7 
166 


As to thoſe of narrow Circumſtances, in thi, 


tat 2 Nation of ſuch a philoſophical Turn ot 
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French. Such as have never been iu foreign Coun- 
tries, form their Notion of all Strangers ſrom the 
Character of the few which they have been ac- 
quainted with, raſhly judging of the Stock by a 
wrong Sample. 

Thus I have accounted for the general Con- 
tempt the Eugliſh have for all Foreigners. Io this 
Contempt they join an implacable Hatred of the 
French, upon whom, they alledge, they cannot 
beſtow even the leaſt Degree of Eſteem. The 
Vulgar are of the fame Mind with the Quality in 
tiis Point. Indeed the whole Nation are unani- 
mous in their il! Opinion of the Fench. Uhere 
are ſeveral Reaſons which concur to occation this 


inveterate Prejudice, The Wars {ubliiting, almoit 
without Intermiſſion, between the two Nations ; 


their mutual oppotite Intereſts; and, to ſum up all, 
Religion, which, when accompanicd with Super- 
ftition, never fails to carry Refentment to the ut- 
moſt Extremity. 

lt the Differences that have continned fo long 
between France and England, hid been of the fame 
Kind with thoſe which have ſomet ines happen'd 
between the Germans and Freath, the Concluſion 
of the War would have been the End ot alli the 
Animoſity ſublilliag between the two Nations. 
When People fight for nothing bat Glory, aud 
the Intereſt of their Prince, as ſoon as this End is 
accompliin'd, all is quiet, no body remembers the 


| Quarrels which are paſt. Tho? it often happens, 


in this Caſe, that whole Provinces change their 
Maſters, the Subjects reinain juſt where they were, 
neither better nor worſe: They enjoy the fame 
Eitates, the ſame Rights and Privileges, under the 


new, as they did under the old Sovercign. But 
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Whenever France and Eazland go to War with 


each other, the two Sovercigns are by no means 
the only Perſons concern'd in the Diſpute. Everv 
| U 2 Subject 
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Subject has an Intereſt; and there are as man 
Enemies, as there are Merchants in each reſpective 
Kingdom. When a Freuch Ship is taken by the 
Engliſh, the Injury immediately affects all the 
Owners of the Ship and Cargo. Every Burge; 
of S, Malo, every trading Man in Daukirk, be- 
comes the ſworn Enen ny of the Merchants « 
London; as, on the other. hand, every Captain of 
a french Privateer may be reckon'd, as it wete, 
a Petty Sovereign engag'd in his own Quarrel a 
gajull the Eagliſb Nation, 

The Wars between the Empire and France may 
be accounted the Quarrel of two Crown'd Heads: 
but the Wars between the Freuch and Eugliſh are 
the Quarrel of two whole Nations, and the 
Ground of every new Difference ſerves to increal; 
the old Enmity. Religion has often ſet the two 
Kingdoms by the Ears. This, Experience wit 
nelles, is commonly a Source of the greateſt Na 
tonal Antipathy. An Men have the utmolt Ab- 
Fortrence of thole who would preſume to force 
their Conſciences; but this Abhorrence will be— 
come much greater, if thoſe who would impoſe a 
Religion upon us, are neither our Maſters, our 
} riends, nor our Counttymen. The Retreat of 
King James into France, the Entertainment given 
bim ther e, the many Attet: pts made by the Grand 
Afcaarch in his Favour, have incenſcd the Eg 

30re than a War of twenty Years Continuance 

Another Thing, which ſeems to ſooth the Price 
and Vanity of that Nation, is the poor and mil 
rable, and conſequently flaviſh, Condition 01 1's 
French Refugees, who tool Sanctuary i in this Conn 
try when the Proteſtant Religion was cnticely IU; 
preſs'd in Frauce. Now, I' 11 admit, that Peri 


'robb'd of their Eſtates, aud baniſh'd their nat 


Country, and who owe their very Lives to | [1 : 
Charity of the Exgliſb, may be excuſed © 7+ 
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pay greater Reſpect to their Benefactors than would 
be proper in difterent Circumſtances. But, after all, 
ſome Bounds ſhould be kept, and they ought not 
to throw away the groſſeſt Flatterics upon thoie 
who deſpiſe them, and moſt of all on account of 
thoſe very Flatteries which they themſelves receive. 

The Engliſh who accompanied King James in 
his Exile, were Patterns to the Freach Retugecs. 
Theſe were baniſh'd as well as they: They had 
the very ſame Reaſons to fall out with their 
Country, but they wilcly diltinguiſhd betwixt that 
particular Party which favour'd King William, and 
were then at the Head of the Government, and 
the Nation in general ; and theretore they were as 
true Engliſhmen at St Germans, as at London. 

How is it poſſible but ſo brave a People, who 
have a Love for their Country ſo deeply engraven 
in their Hearts, and who are able to maintain their 
natural Greatneſs of Soul amidit Baniſhment and 
numberleſs Misfortunes; how is it poſlible, I ſay, 
but ſuch a People mutt deſpiſe thoſe mean ſpirited 
Wretches, who are ever depreciating the Country 
which gave them Birth, blaming what a tew Years 
ago they commended, and implicitly approving 
whatever formerly they cenſur'd? It is certain, 
tlis abject Behaviour of the Freuch hath, in ſome 
meaſure, drawn the Contempt of the Ezgl:#2 upon 
them. They'd have met with the fame Relief in 
their Misfortunes, if they had preſerv'd their Spirits, 
and ſhewn a Reſolution not to purchaſe Favours 
at the Expence of a Debt which every brave Soul 
owes to himſelf; and the Ezghfo would have et- 
teemed them much more. 


Farewel, my dear Iſaac; and let me often hear 
from thee. | 


London, *X*****, 


U3 EEE 
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LETTER CXXXIV. 
AARON MoNCECA ro IsAac Oxi. 


Begin, my dear 1ſaac, to be ſo well acquaint- 
[] ed with the Engliſßh Nation, as to give thee 1 
particular Account of them. I ſhall not, xt 
preſent, offer any Remarks concerning the Nohj- 
lity, which are diſtinguiſhed into ſeveral Ranks, 
bur on)y endeavour to give thee a diſtinct and jus 
Idea of the inferior fort of People. | 
The Engliſh are not ſo ſtupid as to think Trade Re 


We a Diſgrace to them. The Merchant here makes Ac 
1 a very conſiderable Figure; and while he make thi 
"4 his private Fortune, he contributes, at the ſame WF 
17.8 Jime, to enrich his Country. Nothing is mor: Re 
ba common in this Country, than to ſee the Sons ot it 


Knights ſerving an Apprenticeſhip to a Merchant, W he 
Nay, ſeveral Lords think it no Diſeredit to thr i et 


ſl Faniilies, thar their younger Brothers and Chi WW ©? 
j! dren are bred up in the Mercantile Way. . 
i} The Idea of an Exgliſo Merchant is very ii if 
WY rent from the Idea of one of the ſame Bulinc! WF 2 
i i in another Nation. There is nothing in their Pro- he 
1 teflion, but what tends to elevate and raiſe r . 
Tt Spirits, and therefore they think in quite ange T 
1 Way from the Merchants in Frazce, Germai", 0 
F F Italy. I hey have as quick a Senſe of Honour 3 Wi | 
d of Intereſt, and are as ambitious to advance tie £ 
. Good of their Country, as their own private en 0 
# tunes. Every ſingle Tradeſman has a double Me. 


due 
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tive to awaken his Induſtry, Self-love, and the 
Love of his Country; the publick Good, and his 
own particular Intereſt, ſpur him on: To this 
Cauſe we may aſcribe the glorious Figure Trade 
makes at London. 

There is another Thing which diſtinguiſhes the 
Engliſb Merchants, they generally underſtand how 
to enjoy the Riches they have acquired. I hey are 
indefatigable for ſome Years, and then fit down 
contented with the Eſtate they have raiſed; they 
leave off Buſineſs, retire to the Country, and 
live like Gentlemen. 

This Nation alone ſeems to have a juſt Senſe 
of the Rights of Mankind, and of that Equality 
which Nature has eſtabliſhed among them. The 
Traders are not the only People who ſcorn to be 
impoſed upon by empty Sounds and ſwelling Titles; 
even the meaneſt in the Kingdom are guided by 
Reaſon in their Behaviour to the Great; in their 
Addreſſes to thoſe above them, they diſcover no- 
thing of that flaviſh Fear and Admiration ſo com- 
mon in other Countries. A Lord here has only a 
Reſpect paid him proportion'd to his Uſefulneſs: 
it he is good-natured, courteous and hoſpitable, 
he will be eſteem'd and rever'd; and theſe Marks 
of Reſpect will be ſo much the more agreeable, be- 
cauſe he is ſure they would never be conferred 
upon him, if he had not Merit to deſerve them. 
If, on the other hand, he has not Virtue to com- 
mand the Attention and Regard of the Publick, 
he is deſpiſed as a Burden to the State, and an uſe- 
lels Member of Society. He reliſhes no Pleaſure 
from the Privileges of his Birth, and paſſes the 
Time as heavily at London, as a diſgraced Courti- 
er does at Verſailles, Nay further, my dear Iſaac, 
Ladd, that a generous Eugliſhman appears to be 
more mortified, when under Diſgrace from his 
Country, than a Frenchman, when he has loſt the 
f good 
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good Graces of his Prince. Thou wilt ceaſe j 
wonder at this, when I obſerve to thee, that! 
Paſſion for Glory and the Love of his Counts, 
are the ruling Principles of every Ezgliſh Breaſt. 

This Way of honouring the Great, is not the 
only Reſpect in which the lower ſort of People 
reſemble thoſe which are above them; the Like. 
neſs holds in moſt other Caſes, both with reſpec: 
to their good and il! Qualities. There is not an 
Engliſhman but values himſelf upon thinking, ang 
following the Dictates of Reaſon ; and his hatu— 
ral good Senſe ſupplies the Want of Education. 

The very Dreſs of this People, is a Sign of the 
Eaſe and Proſperity in which they live. One obſerve; 
an Air of Plenty even among the meaneſt. II; 
the fame Afluence which makes the Mob inſolent, 


and Men of Rank haughty and proud. Self-con— 


ceit is the prevailing Foible of the whole Coun- 
try. Let their Condition of Life be ever ſo low, 
they have a high Opinion of themſelves ; they think 
it Honour enough to be born Eugliſhmen; this is 
Title ſufficient to claim Reſpect. 

I took notice, in my lalt, that this Nation poſ- 


ſeſſes Virtues and Vices equally great, and that | 


one ſees, in the ſame Character, ſometimes, a very 
ſtrange Contraſt. 

I am now going to ſupport my Obſervation dj 
ſome Examples. The Eugliſh have great and noble 
Souls, and therefore they abhor Treachery. | his 
Diſpoſition will not permit them to ſee two Pet- 
ſons fight but upon equal Terms. If a Man, i 
the Streets of London, ſhould preſume to canc ir 
nother, who had nothing in his Hand to defend 
himſelf, he would certainly be mobb'd : But it ally 
Perſon ſhould be ſo cruel as to draw upon his na, 
ked Enemy, he would be in Danger of being pulls 
to Pieces, or thrown into the Thames by the Ver) 
Boys of the Neighbourhood. 1 
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Theſe we may look upon as the Sallies of an 


 ;npetuous Generofity ; and they are excufable, be- 
cauſe well meant. But theſe very Men, who can't 
dear to ſee two Men engaged on unequal Terms, 
are as fond of the Diverſion of Gladiators, as ever 
the ancient Romans were. Is there not ſomething 
© barbarous in beholding, with Pleaſure, ſuch bloody 
E Spectacles? And, when they can't have the Op- 
portunity to ſee an Encounter between two Ma- 
ters] Defence, they divert themſelves with Cock- 
© tizhting, Bull-baiting, &c. This natural Feroci- 
i, it ſeems, muſt be gratified; and, in room of 
Men, they are content to ſacrifice Animals to this 
Humour. Who could believe, that People, whoſe 
E Diverſions are ſo cruel, are, notwithſtanding, hu- 
man and charitable themſelves? And yet this holds 
true with reſpect to the Ezg/lifh, Few among them, 
of tolerable Circumſtances, will refuſe an Alms 
to the Poor; and for this they do not ſtay till they 
re asked; the very Sight of Want is ſufficient to 


move them, and they think it Reward enough to 


| have the Pleaſure of relicving the Miſerable. 


Another very remarkable Contradiction in the 


Lemper of this Nation is, their Contempt of 
Iiifles, attended with an exceflive Fondneſs for 
| What is called the Faſhion. It is truly aſtoniſhing 
to lee, in the ſame People, Sentiments and Incli- 


nations fo diametrically oppoſite. Fo this Oddi- 


E iy | may add another no leſs unaccountable, I 
mean their Propenſity to chicane. When one con- 


ſiders the vaſt Number of Law-ſuits, which are 


daily decided in London, and, at the ſame Time, 


reflects on the good Senſe and Prudence which runs 
through the Diſcourſe and Books of the Exgliſb, 


one would be tempted to believe that they all ſpeak 


like Philoſophers, think like Attornies, and act 


I I;1. . . 
de Normans; as, it can't be denied, they are de- 


ſcended 


* * 
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ſcended from theſe laſt. One Thing, howere; 
is certain, that falſe Witneſſes ſwarm as much a 
England as in Normandy. 

As for Religion, there ſeems to be as many dit. 
ferent Sorts of it in Exgland as there are Inbab. 
tants. If there was an Act of Parliament obliging 
every one to publiſh his Creed, I verily beliere 
there would not be two found alike. This vat 
Varicty, however, does not hinder them from be- 
ing extremely zealous, each in his own Way. 4 
Charchman hates a Presbyterian as bitterly as 4 
Janſeniſt does a Jeſuit. The Presbyterian, on the 
other hand, is ſure to pay the Charchman home in 


his own Coin: And both Parties heartily unite in 


deteſting a Papiſt; while the Pabiſt, in his J urn, 
takes Care to come behind with neither “. It; 
pretty hard to reconcile this whimſical Behaviour 
of the Exgl:;fo with their good Senſe, and wit 
their generous IT oleration in Matters of Religion. 
Fo ſpeak freely on this Head, it mult be allows, 


that every particular Nation has Follies, as it wer, 


peculiar to itſelf; and that People may be pronoun 
ced the wiſeſt and happieſt, whoſe F oibles ate 
feweſt and leaſt conſiderable. 

On this Principle, my dear Iſaac, tis my Or” 
nion, that Euglaud is very much indebted to Nt 
ture: For, of all the different Follics parcel:4 
out amongſt the various Nations of the World, 
the Exglifh have, for their Share, the lighteſt, an: 
the leaſt hurtful to good Senſe. They have mal) 
ſhining Virtues to balance a few National Weat- 
neſſes. We may obſerve amongſt them {uci 1 
Conſtancy, as none but Philoſophers, in tie! 
Countries, pretend to. They have the Courage“ 
declare againſt il! Cuſtoms, though eſtabliſhed #! 

An- 
* Inde furor wu'g', quod numina vicinorum 


Odit quiſque locus; cum ſolos credat habendas. 
Eſſe Deos, quos ipſe colit. — 


Juy. Sat. IV. 
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E Antiquity. It mics nothing to tell them, that 
their Fathers upproved of ſuch a Thing, and that 
tis Arrogance 
ne Senle ot tormer Ages: No ſooner does com- 
mon Senſe dilcover the Error of any Cuſtom, of 
ever ſo long Standing, than down it mult go. One 
may commonly hear an Eagliſoman reaſon thus, 
ie have play'd the Fool, in ſuch an Inſtance, for 
two or three hundred Years ; it is high Time to alter 
ur Meaſures, that our Poſterity may aot have Ground 


04 make Innovations contrary to 


ur the ſame Complaints againſt us, which we now 


ale againſt our Foreſathers. 
It gives me Pleaſure, my dear Iſaac, to ſee, in 
z whole Nation, ſuch a Ditpolition to make uſe 


of their Reaſon ; and this appears the more extra- 


ordinary, becauſe molt other Nations harraſs and 
perſecute ſuch as have the Reſolution to act in 
this Manner. 


Another eſſential Quality of the E2g{z/ is, their 


Contempt of Ceremony or Finicainels. A Petit 
laitre at London makes a very ridiculous Figure; 
seis cqually the Jeſt of all Ranks of People: He 
commonly regarded as a pretty Monkey, or 
jome other Animal, which is carried about for a 
bew at publick Fairs. I can't but admire this 
zudicious way of Thinking in the Eugliſh; and if 
Caſtom did not blind the Eyes of other Nations, 
ey would view the affected Airs of the finical 
Gentleman in the ſame Light, and be equally di— 
verted with his Grimaces, as with a Monkey's 
dancing on a Rope. | 


the Eugliſhb are commonly charged with Levi- 


In order to excuſe this, they alledge, that they have 


never been defective in Loyalty to their Sovereigns, 
but in caſe of abſolute Neceſſity, for the Preſer— 
ation of their Rights. If this Plea was juſt, one 


might 


Indeed Hiſtory plainly de- 
monttrates their unequal Behaviour to their Princes. 
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might conclude that the Love of Liberty had be 


the Caule of all their Revolutions. But notwith. 


ſtanding all they pretend to extenuate their Faul 
one may eaſily ſee, that this Liberty, about which 


they pretend to make ſuch a Pother, has often jt». 


ved only for a ſpecious Pretence to hide their na. 
tural Love of Change. Ambitious aud deſigiin; 
Men know how to take Advantage of the Credu- 
lity of the People, when they have artfully alarm!' 
their Fears, and excited their Jealouſy with reps 
to their Liberties, they direct the Motions of po- 
pular Fury to raiſe themſelves to Places of great 
eſt Profit and Power in the State. 

To be ſatisfied of the Truth of this, we nces 
only examine the different Revolutions that hare 
happened in Euglaud. We ſhall ſee that they hay: 
happened under Princes of very oppolite Charas 
ters. The Engliſh were as little pleaſed with th; 
dull and inactive Temper of Henry VI. as witi 
the quick and enrerpriting Genius of Edward |\. 
They depoſed both theſe Princes; and, as an | 
fect of the ſame Inconitancy, peculiar to this & 
tion, they were equally diflatisftied with the to! 
and effeminate Life of Charles II. and the Caps 
city and Application of William III. They cabal! 
and plotted againſt both, with equal Fury, thovs' 
they had raiſed both theſe Princes to the | ho: 
with Marks of the higheſt Joy and univerſal O 
tisfaction. | 

Theſe Troubles, under Kings of ſuch oppo! 
Characters, are a plain Demonſtration that!“ 
Fault lies in the Body of the Nation. It is it 
ther evident, that the Rights aud Liberties o!“ 
Subject have not been at the Bottom of ever! Re 
volution, becauſe ſome of them have bappchs 
under Kings, who, inſtead of oppreſſing the N. 
tion, ſecured and extended their Privileges: 


7 


vel. 
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yet, after all, we muſt acknowledge, that though 


| Engliſh Sovereigns have not always occaſioned 
| the Ditturbances which happened in their Domi- 
© nions, yet they have often done it. 


Farewel, my dear Iſaac, live content and happy. 


: ** KKK 


Lecce d bd 
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LETTER CXAXY. 
AARON MONCECA ff ISAAC Onis. 
T* Engliſh, my dear Iſaac, allow their 


Kings jult ſuch a Power, as ſome Philo- 
ſophers have aſcribed to the Deity. I hey 


may do as much Good as they pleaſe; but for 
Milchiet, the Law puts it beyond their Reach. 
bey may pardon a Criminal, but can take away 
die Lic of no Man. It is the Law, and the 
Jacges only, who are inveſted with a Power of 
Epulniining Offenders in this Country. The King 
bas the moſt conſiderable Employments in his 


Gilt: He nominates the Biſhops to their Sees, and 


and preſents many of the inferior Clergy to their 


Livings; but he has no Power to remove People 


om cheir Offices. This muſt be done by a legal 
roceſs. As long as thoſe in Places behave well, 
End are firmly attach'd to the Intereſt of their 
Country, they have nothing to dread, either from 
de Caprice or Ill-humour of their Prince; for he 
þ av{olute Maſter of none but his own Dome: 
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As the Crown has its Prerogatives, ſo the Sy. 


jects have their Rights. It is an ettabliſ'd Maxim 
in Eugland, and openly defended by every Lawyer 
{hat the King bas two SJuperiors, God and the Lay 5 
and to them he is as much accountable, as ti; 
meanelt of his Subjects. 


It is by no means true (aid an Fngliſhmay, 
a Friend of mine, to me) that the People wer, 
created to be Slaves to the Prince, and to a8 
him the crucl Pleaſure of tormenting them. Ie 
mult be void of common Senſe who dares aſlert, 
that God ever made one Man to be the Plazve 
of all the reſt. Since therefore Kings are ap. 
pointed, not for the Deſtruction, but for th 
Frotection and Good of their People, it follows, 
that, like other Men, they ought to obſerve tho 
Laws whicn are made to promote the public! 
Happiucſs of Society. It, indeed, we could. 
certain of having always good and wife King, 
there would be no need to limit their Power 
and Authority; their own Integrity and \ irty. 
would reltrain them more effectually from de. 
ing Miſchief, than the ſtrongeſt Law or mo! 
folemn Compact. But Experience teaches, that 
the Throne is often filPd with Perſons ot an. 
cious Diſpolition, who ſtand much in need «i 
Laws to controul them. How happy had 1 
been tor the Romans, if they had timeouſly check: 
ed the Cruelties of Tiberius, Caligula and Nev. 
and ſent them a packing as ſoon as they de 
nerated into Jyrants? 
« Our Kings, (continued my Friend) when ti.) 
aſcend the Throne, enter into a Contract wit! 
their Subjects; ſo long as they obſerve the Con. 
ditions ot it, they have all imaginable Relpect 
paid them, they enjoy all the Prerogatives which 
belong to the greateſt Monarchs, and ie 9 
Ute 


Re in reg ao ſus ſuperiores halet Deum & (gem... 


600. 
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lute in every thing that contributes to the Hip- 
« pinels of the Kingdom. It 1tccd they forget 
« their Promites, they run the Hazard of raiſing 
%a ͤ dangerous dedition againſt their Per! ons and 
& Government. Bat, to avoid this, 'tis only ne— 
« cellary that they be honeſt Men, and remember 
© that, at their Coronation, they took an Oath, 


c- 
* 


« not only to cauſe others odterve the Laws, but 


« to oblerve them themſelves. Way ſhould the 
e People be bound by their Word more than their 
« Sovereign? A King, Who becomes a Tyrant, 
« teaches his Subjects, by his Example, to break 
« their Faith, and deſpiſe the moſt jolemn En— 


e gagement. 


& But it may be alledged, our Lives and For- 
tunes depend upon our Governors. It is true, 
and we ſhould be ready to ſacrifice both for their 
Sake, if they are good and juit. They are the 
Fathers of their Country, and we ought to be- 


Pd 
Em 


ce 
* 


* 
* 


„ have towards them with filtal Reipect. But 


this dutitul Submiſſion mult ceale whenever the 
mutual Relation is diſtolved upon which it is 
v6 tounded. 


„If Kings are above Law, and can diſpenſe 


* with it when they pleaſe, to what Purpole are 
their Promiſes to obſerve this Law. All that 
* 


they do in this Reſpect, and all the Afturances 
they give are a mere Farce. When a Prince, at 
* his Coronation, {wears to obſerve certain Rules, 
we are to look upon theſe facred Oaths as an 
ancient, but uſelets, Ceremony, which ſerves 
only to ſhew that our Forefathers were Free- 
men, but that we, their Poſterity, are degenc- 
rated into mere Slaves. T'here is no body, [ 
believe, quite ſo mad, as roundly to {peaic this 
out. The moſt zcalous Advocates for arbitrary 


— 
c- 


ought to keep his Promiles, while at the ſame 
2 « lime 


Government acknowledge, that a Sovereign. 
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„ Time they aſſert he may break them with ly. 
„ punity! An Abſurdity beyond all Compreben. 
* Neon! | 

It can't be denied, my dear Iſaac, that all th! 
at firit Sight, appears very plauſible. If once w. 
admit that Kings are bound by their Promiſe, ve 
can ſcarce refuſe that it is lawful to withdraw oy; 
Obedience when they break their Word. lt ſeem; 
a neceſlary Conſequence of the pactum conventun 
between the Sovereign and his Subjects, that, when 
one of the contracting Parties is deficient in per- 
forming the Conditions upon which the Dilliudi. 
on of King and Subjects is founded, the Relation 
then ceaſes, and the other Party is looſed from his 
Obligation. 

It mutt be allowed, that many Writers of Note, 
who were far enough from favouring Section, 
poſitively ailcrt, that a Prince cannot break ti: 
Contract With his People, without being guilty cd 
Injultice. 

lt muſt be admitted, (Jays the learned Gres. 
„ us) that when Princes undertake to goyetn 7 
« certain Laws, their Government is, in ſome 
« Senſe, limited; whether thete Reſtrictions 10 
e gard the Power itſelf wherewith they are ive 
« ed, or only the Exerciſe of that Power. Int, 
„ latter Caſe, whatever they do contrary to the 
« Engagements is therefore an Act of Injunss, 
« becauſe a Promiſe confers a Right on thole t9 
& whom it is made. 

« But, in the other Caſe, the ACt is not only bn. 
juit, but alſo null and void for want of a leg 
« Power in the Agent“. 


PS 


0 


You 

* Fatendum tamen id ubi fit arctius quodimmory read: 4 
five obligatio dunt axit cadat in exerciitum aus, fv? eum Ae : 
ip um faculiatem, Priore ſpecie, actus contra promfumn facits ih 
mnjuſius, quia vera promiſſio jus dat ei, cui promiitiiur. Alcerd 7 
tem ſpecie, erit etiam nullus deſectu facultatis, Hugo Glotius 4. 
jure belli & pacis, Tome J. Page 121, 
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You ſee here, my dear Iſaac, th: Queſtion decided 


ima very poſitive Manner, by an Author far enough 


above Sulpicion. But he explins himſelf (ti]] more 


clearly in another Place, where one would ima— 


bine he had forgot his own Principles. “ If it be 


e ſeit his Crows. 


. 


asked, (ſays he) What ſhail be the Confequencc, 
jf this Condition be in the Contract, vir. [/ the 


« King breaks his Word, he ſhall, in that Caſe, for- 
I anſwer, I hat even, in this 
„ Caſe, the Regal Power, while it ſubſiſts, is ab- 
« ſolute; but being ſuſpended on a Condition 


which is not performed, it expires, like a tem- 
„ rorary Government *.” 


Thus thou ſeeſt, my dear Jae, that even my 
free-born Ez2l:;ſh,an could ſcarce lay more againſt 
Arbitrary Power, and the Prince's violating his 
Oaths with Impunity. No body, however, will 


jay, that Gro7zzs is an Anti-Royalilt. And, ſhould 


any think to bring him off, by alledging, that there 


© never is any ſuch Contract between the People 
and the Prince, wherein 'tis expreſly ſtipulated, 


tiat, in ſome Caſes, the latter ſhall forfeit his 


Crown; all this will by no means deſtroy what 


he had before advanced: For tho”, in this Com- 


E pact between the King and his Subjects, ir be no 
where declared, that, by the Violation thereof, the 
Frince ſhall loſe his Title. 
notwithſtanding, implied in the Agreement; be- 


cauſe, without ſuppoling this Power in the People, 


E te Contract itſelf would be a Rope of Sand. It 
might indeed bind the Subjects to their Prince, but: 


could lay no manner of Relitrainc upon the Sove— 


reign. Such Engagements muſt be real, or vain 


and uleleſs. The whole World, I preſume, will 


A” allert 


2'ed fi additur, fi rex fidem fallat, ut tum rene cadat? Ne 


* 


lideis igiberium de f act eſſe ſummuiu, ſed crit hibendi modas immi- 
= 5 145 per conditionem & imperium lemparari non alf mile, 


the Grotius, 
bid. Page 115 g 


This Condition is, 
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allert the former, and that both contracting Par. 
ties ought to obterve them. It follows as a Con- 
ſequence of this, that both Parties reſerve to then. 
lelves a Right to enforce the Obſervance ot them; 
and though it be not expreſſed in the mutual Com- 
pact, that when the Prince breaks his Engage- 
ments, he ſhall loſe his Authority; yet this Clauſe 
leems neceſſary to the Validity and Security of the 
Contract. 5 | 

Theſe Reaſons, my dear Iſaac, ſeem unanſwer— 
able againſt ſuch as maintain, That it is in no Caſe 
lawful for Subjects to take Arms againſt their Prince. 
I mult, however, declare, that "tis my firm Belief, 
the People can't have a Right to dethrone thr 
Sovereign; and I add further, were they invelted 
with ſuch a Power, they could ſcarce mils to a- 
buſe it, and ſo bring upon themſelves the greateſt 
Calamities. 

When we fancy that the Compacts between 
Kings and their Subjects are nothing ditterent from 
thoſe between private Perſons, we fall into a very 
great Miſtake. We ought to diſtinguiſh between 
the Promiſes of Kings and thoſe of Subjects; the 
latter may be compell'd to perform their Duty, be— 
cauſe they are ſubject to Man, but Princes, baving 
none above them upon Earth, are accountable on- 
ly to God. The Engagements of Kings to their 
People are not therefore uſeleſs, becauſe chey can 
not be compell'd to keep them; for theſe Promiies 
bind the Conſcience before God, and ſo lay a Re- 
ſtraint upon their Wills. | 

Reaſon and the publick Peace both concur t0 
eſtabliſh this Doctrine. For, let it be once admt- 
ted, that, under Pretence of having violate tie 
Laws, Princes may be dethroned, to what Milet) 
and Inconvenience would States continually be 
expoled ! n inconſtant, whimſical People, ſub- 
jet to reccive all Impreſſions from deſigning 1 
wo 
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would be, at all Times, ready to throw off their 
Allegiance. Turbulent and tactious Spirits would, 
in this Caſe, never want a ipecious Pretext for 
Sedition and Rebellion. | 

« ] allow, (ſays Grotius *) that Kings were or- 
„ dain'd for no other End but to adminiſter Juitice 
« to their Subjects; but it docs not tollow from 
« hence, that the People are above their Kings. 
« (Guardians are as certainly appointed for the 
« Good of their Pupils: I his Office, notwith- 
« (tauding, gives the Guardian a Power over his 
« Ward. It will naturally be objected here, that 
« 4 Guardian, for Male-adminiitcation, may be 
« diſcharged from his I'rult ; and rom hence ſome 
« may inter, that People have the {ame Right with 
« reſpect to their Prince. But the Caſe is very 
« different; tor the Guardian has a Superior, to 
« whom he is accountable; whereas the Frince 
% has none. As in Government there cannot be 
« an infinite Frogreſſion, the higheſt Power muſt 
« reſt in the King, or, in a Republick, in the Se- 
« nate, Wich acknowledges no Power above it 
ae +5: 2 | 

It we carefully conſider theſe Reaſons, dear J- 
ſaac, tis not poſſible but we will be convinced by 
them, and allow, that, in Compacts between So- 
vercigns and Subjects, Reaton and the Publick 
Good demand, that Heaven only ſhould judge 
when the former are guilty of Breach of Faith. 

| The 


* Verum eſſe poſt Herodotum, Herodotus pot He ſiodum dixit fruen- 
de juſtitig cauſa reges conſtitutos. ed non ideo conſequens eſt quod 
illi inſerunt populos rege efſe ſuperiores nom & ſulela pupill: cauſa re- 


= feta off, & ramen tutela jus et ac poreftns in pupillum. Nec eff quod 


in tet alquis tutorem, fi mal? rem pupilla rem adminiſtret, amoveri 
poſſe, quare & in rege idem jus cfſe debere; nam in twore hac procedit 
% ſaberigrem habet; at in imperiis, quia progre ſus in mfinitum non 


= datur, omnino in aliqu? aut perſons aut cætu conſtituendum eſt quorum 
E peccaia, quia ſuperio rem ſe jud e em non hahent Deus br, (HY pecu- 


liart eſe teftatior, Grotius ubi ſupra, Tome | Lib. I, Cap. | 
Page 106. | | 
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The profeſſed Advocates for the Rights of the 
People fondly imagine, that any Reſpect for the 
Character of the Prince, after he has broke hi; 
Word, is the Effect of Prejudice, and that th: 
Royaliſts want Spirit to ſhake it off. But this i; 
a Miſtake; for the contrary is evident from th- 
Examples of many brave Men, who, notwith- 
ſtanding they were born in a Republick jcaious 9 
its Liberty even to Exceſs, have ſtrongly main- 
tain'd, that it never can be lawtul for Subjects t 
take up Arms againſt their Sovereign, let his Fault 
be ever ſo great. 

We ought, (lays a famous Roman Hiſtorian ) t 
bear the Luxury and Avarice of our Governort, a 
we do Famine, Hurricanes, and other natural Exil. 
There will be Vices as long as there are Men; v4 
the miſchievous Effects of theſe are not conſtant, al lit 
are more than balanced by the Benefits ariſing fn WM tt 
Government *. | LH 

Will any alledge, my dear Iſaac, that a Mn 
nurſed up in Rome, and who, with his Mother's WF 1: 
Milk, had ſuck'd in Republican Principles, can WWF it 
poſſibly retain the leaſt Prejudice in favour of K.. 


\ 
15 
1 
7 
il 1 

i f N 

{ [1 

4} 4 

e 

+ 1 
11 
1 

Y - 
1 | 
| 116 
uh 
| 

F ö + { 

= 

f it ' ' 

1. 1 

4 
Ty 1 
1 N 
; : N 
i} 11.64 
i : 1 
1 * 
* 1 
„ 27 
1 0 
N 
FF 
* 1 170 1 
N 1 

Ap 15 Lt 

1 

r 

1.1 ; 

i} 1 ; 

{* 17 0 

. Ni 

1 

11 
144 
| : : 
i ! 
"nt 
1 7 
100 
+ 5 
1 \ 
4 1 
= 4 1 
L bi 
+ 
wit 
! j 
4 [? 
f l 
U N 
1 y . 
- . y of 
N i: 
b oh 
: \ 3 0 
1 
1 « 
þ# N 
10 
IA 
1 9 
"Tx +5 
K. 1 
1. 
i 4 
1 
+ 
'T 115 
$i „. F 
” LH 
"IL 
q, $4: 
"1 
"i 
1 
438} 
ba \ 
4 4 
% 1 
1 
199 0 
TRE 
bi N. 
uy 
71g: 
. 
4 
l 4! * 
. 
4 * 
1 
4 1. 
L 1 
I KA 
Th f 
12 
j 
" 2if 
Tt! 
8 
0 
e 
1 17 N 
Kio wi HJ ff 
55 Ft 8 * 
1 p p 
Rr 11 
1 
14 ii 4 
; [ 
. 
1 
5 
W. { 
1 
SY 
: id 
0 Au! 3] 
TT: 
1 
4 1 , 
; alt! 
RN 
7 1 

tf 16 

ns J 4 

N. TB. 
Me 

1 
f , 1H 
'FI : 

8. ! 

| : | L 

1 7 4 
1 i 

L : 

7 N 

. i 8} 

: „ n 
1 $31 
th 

hu 
'F 
; 1 


J 
gal Fower?, I can't believe that any Man 1iving WF ln 
can aſſert ſo glaring an Abſurdity. © th 
Adieu, dear Iſaac. May the God of our Fathes BF I 
multiply Bleſſings upon thee. ] 8 
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. s : ; wits 
mines, {ed neque hec continua, OG meliorum interututu penſantur, Lx. 


Liv. Hiſt, Lib. IV. Cap. lxxiv. No. 4. 
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|; YR" * Quomo do ſterilitatem, aut nimios imbres, & cetera nature n i * 
; ay ita luxum vel avaritiam dominantium tolerate. Vitia erunt der 10 A ( 
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LETTER CXXXVI. 


AARON MON CECA zo ISAACONIS. 


| HE Grandees of this Country pay much 
q the ſame Regard to the Court, as the in- 
1 ferior Sort of People pay to them: For, 
as the common People honour a Lord only in 
proportion to his Virtue and Merit, ſo the Nobi- 
E lity, in general, are attach'd to the Court no far- 
tber than it preſerves the Rights, and conſults the 
E Happineſs of the Nation. | 

FE There is one Thing very extraordinary in Exg- 
land, and in a manner peculiar to the Country; 
E it is this, a fincere Love and Devotion for his 
Country enters into the Character of a Courtier. 
E 11 all other Countries, the Courtier is no better 
than a vile Slave; he is all blind Submiſſion to his 
Prince, and muſt equally flatter his Virtues and 
his Vices. In the Exgl/:þ Court, only Probity and 
Merit command Veneration. When they diſcern, 
in the King himſelf, Faults that may prove hurt- 
ful to the State, inſtead of flattering them, they 
E apply themſelves to provide a Remedy againſt the 
tnreatning danger. | 

| This Greatneſs of Soul is a Conſequence of the 
natura! Genius of the Egli: They are not, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, ambitions of publick Employ- 
ments, but often prefer the Enjoy ment of a pri- 
rate Life. In France, all the Gentlemen of the 
Court, and alſo thoſe of Rank in the Country, 
# are 
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are ſo accuſtom'd to bear publick Offices, that 
they would think themſelves highly dilgraced, aud 
very unhappy, were they deprived of them. There 
is io Difficulty that they will not furmount to 
raiſe themſelves to Poſts of Honour; there is ng 
Mean ſo baſe, that they will not make a Step to 
Preferment. Among them the Love of their (oun- 
try is a mere Chimera; they are quite ealy to ſee 
the Miſery of a whole Nation, provided they 
themſelves can arrive at {uch Employments, a 
put it in their Power to be revenged upon them 
who ſiighted or injured them, while they were in 
a private Station. The Eugliſh have a very difte- 
rent Way of Thinking; there is not a Man u- 
mongſt them but would ſcorn to be the firit Slave, 
The Character of a Free-man appears to them an 
Honour iafinitely above that ſplendid Servitude, 
which bewitches molt Men in other Courts of 
Europe. There is many a brave Peaſaut, in this 
Country, who would not factifice his Reaion and 
Liberty to raiſe himſelf to the highelt Poſt of Ho- 
 nour and Profit in the Kingdom. 

It is in Euglaud, my dear Iſaac, where one may 
ſay, that Truth dares approach even to the | hrone 
itſelf, and appears there with uncommon Laſtte. 
Happy the Nation where this wile Cuſtom is eſta— 
bliſhed! And not only the Nation, but the Prince 
too finds his Advantage in it; the prudent Advice 
and Repreſentation of his ſincere Friends, have 
often reſcued him from thoſe Errors into wich 
his Paſſions would have betray'd him. No King 
ever repented his liſtening to thoſe who faithfully 
admoniſh'd him of his Faults; whereas many ur 
happy Princes have been miſled, and even total!) 
ruined, by the malignant Breath of F latterers. 

There is uo Man in the World, ſays Montagne, wh) 
ſtands more in need of free and faithful Aamonitibl. 


than a King, —— They often find themſelves, * 
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| they are aware, hated and deſpiſed by their Subjeds, 
r Actions which they might have ecfily avoided. 
| __Frvourites, for the moſt Part, regurd their own 
| [atereſt more than their Maſter's ; nor indeed can one 
lame them much for ſo doing, ſince the Liber- 
bes of a true Friendſhip are inconſiſtent with that 
| Delicacy of Behaviour which Princes expect ſhould 
| le exerciſed towards them, and would commonly 
dove fatal Experiments to ſuch as ſhould venture to 
abe them *. | 

It is themſelves, my dear T7ſaac, the Courtiers 
have to blame for all this; they have made theſe 
| Offices of true Friendſhip to their Sovereign ſo 
| &{guſtful and dangerous. If they had all the fame 
Way of Thinking with the Eugliſh, they would 
never degrade themſelves ſo far as to be afraid to 
yſe their Reaſon, or to look upon Truth as a dan- 
gerous and impracticable Virtue in a Court. By 
E this means they would have preſcrved their Capa- 
city of being uſeful to their Maſters, inſtead of 
making them worſe, as now too often they do, by "Cz 
| fattering their greateſt Faults as if they were ſhining «4 4 


| E \ irtues. 7 
| The tame good Senſe, which keeps the Eugliſh 48 
Courtiers and Nobility from being Slaves to their r 
© 'rince, teaches them how to ſupport their own „„ 
Quality with Moderation. We rarely ſee the great * 98 
en here dreſſed in magnificent Robes, ſpeaking 69 
E '! an elevated Tone, boaſting of their high Birth, 6 60h 
E (alking. of their Vaſlals, their fine Hortes, c. ; # 1 

bey don't aſſume haugbty and inlolent Airs: 1 9 
t You will not obſerve a Lord itrutting about on 28 
is Lip-toes, ſhrugging up his Shoulders, and ta— 44155 
king Snuff with an Air, acjuſting the Ties of his i. 29 
EU croke, deciding Matters with a Magitterial Au- 16 48 
thority, ſmiling or humming while one talks to "70 
im, not deigning to vouchſafe an Aniwer, or re- BE ©. 
| plying 
3 Montaigne s Eſſays, Book III. 1 
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plying in two Words at molt. A Nobleman of 


this Character is rarely to be met with at Loy4;. mw 
and if there be any ſuch, thele fantaſtical An“ yok 
which would ſet them oft with Advantage in anc. 1 
ther Place, render them contemptible among te 11 
common People, and ridiculous among their E. quit, 
quals. 5 ltood 

Ignorance is a Vice which finds few Partizans dat, 


among Men of Quality in this Country. Initea O have 
of thinking it a Diſhonour to apply themſelves to eat 
the Study of the Sciences, they ſhew the utmo! WF Nob 
Contempt for ſuch as reckon it below their Rank biciol 
to know more than barely to read, and write a very 
tolerable Hand. In many Countries, it a Man MW fons 
can but lay a pleaſant Thing with an Air, he pailes A 
for a fine Fellow; in Ezgland he would be 100k's ent k 
upon as a Blockhead, becauſe here I hings arc e. nume 
ſteemed according to their real Worth. A Lord, 
who can only ſing, dance, and compliment a Lacy, WF look: 
is, in this Country, a Coxcomb. - He who has ande 
theſe fine Phraſes everlaſtingly in his Month, 4 ly ca 
Man of my Quality, A Perſon of my Birth, is only WF It 
laugh'd at for his Pains. Could he claim all tte were 
Quality of Venice, it would procure him littic Re WF try te 
ſpect, unleſs he had ſomething elſe to reconunem WF hey 
him. | | 
Nothing but Merit, in this Country, can make tor he 
a Man eſteem'd. Nobility and high Birth have are © 
Privileges, but theſe are merely honorary. A Lord ticks, 
who can't diltinguiſh himſelf by his Parts and \ it Wt 1 
tue, will find but Poor Entertainment from i (We 4#4 & 
Titics and Honours. | 015 
A Swiſs Author introduces a certain Lord te. F 
preſenting exactly the Infignificancy of all the *12-r 
Privileges, when ſeparated from true Worth. 11 
true, (lays he) we cannot be arreſted jor Deli, d There 


then few will give us Credit. Inſtead of ſwearing, 5 / 
we need only declare upon our Honour: Bus jor '' \ 
/- 
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| 1ivantage we are ſeldom believed. There is a Lau 
E ich makes it criminal to ſpeak ill of as; but our 
E Peerage will wor ſecure us from being heartily 
8 urnbb'd *. | | 

his Author's Obſervations are not indeed very 
© jn{t, and therefore muſt not be literally under- 
food. However, this may be learned from them, 


that, in England, even the Man of Quality mult 


E Reaſon why we ſee more learn'd Men among the 
E Nobility of this Nation than any where elſe. Am- 
bition, and the Deſire of Glory, inſpire them with 
E very different Sentiments from what the ſame Pal- 
ions cxcite in the Grandees of other Countries. 
A french Gentleman thinks he can derive ſuffi ci- 
ent Honour from his gilded Coaches, fine Horſes, 
numerous Attendants, rich Furniture, and gay 
> Clothes; but an Exgliſoman, of the fame Rank, 
books upon all theſe Appendages as gaudy T rifles, 
andi quite foreign to that perſonal Merit which on- 
ly can raiſe a Man's Character. | 
WW l bere is, beſides, another Reaſon, which, as it 
were, forces People of Diitin&ion in this Coun- 
. y to cultivate the Sciences and Belles Lettres. 
bey are under an ablolute Neceflity of under- 
E {tanding ancient and modern Policies and Laws; 
ſor here, all, who would aſpire at any publick Poſt, 


* 


. bs — m— — N by 


7 


a WE Erg land, (ſays a great Author) they all theuk, 


and Learning is even in greater Credit than ial rance. 
Ibis Advantage is a natural Conſequence of their 


e. for in of Gover arent. There are, ta London, near 

e eit bunared Perſons wha bade a Right to ſpeak in 

lic, and to ſaßpport. the Intereſt: of the Nation. 
I | 


mm There are near five on. fix Thouſaud tho pretend ta 
* this Honour iu their Turns. All the reſt think them— 
Ss VorL. III.. * ſelves 


* Marali's Letters on the Engii% Nation. 


© have Merit to make him conliderable. I his is the 


E are obliged to be well verſed in Hiltory and Poli- 
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ſelves capable to judge of theſe in Offices ; and eres 
one may print his Sentiments of publick Affairs, Thu, 
the whole Nation is inſtructed in Politicks, Oe nn 


* ; 
the G 
© as tO 
of thi 


commonly hear them talk of the Government of J. E but n. 
thens aud Rome: A Max is therefore forced, whe. requi 
ther he will or not, to read thoſe Bcoks which Fe C kcepe 
of theſe Subjects, which naturally leads to the $11, ent! 
of the Belles Lettres. In general, Mea are fur q ſettle 
according to the Genius of their reſpective Conditing due t 
of Life. How comes it that our Magiſtrates, a WW 
Advocates, our Phyficians, and the Bulk of our Cl. | | 


gy, have generally more Learning, a better Tae, wille 


and a larger Share of Wit, than Mem of other Pr. man) 
 fefſions? Why, it can be nothing elſe, but becau/: unit 
their Way of Living obliges them to cultivate ie zaly h 
Mind *. | © lecut 
Thou ſeeſt then, my dear 1/aac, the true Cauſe be 0 

. of the Difference of Genius and Character between U ttbey 
the Engliſßh and French Courtiers. The latter need " a 


only Patience, blind Submiſſion and Cunning, to 
qualify them for their Buſineſs; but the former 
mult raiſe themſelves by their ſuperior Knowleds: 
and aſſiduous Application; this will recommend, 
and give them the Preference of all Rivals. 
Before I finiſh my Letter, I muſt take notice af 
one very remarkable Privilege of the Exg/:jþ No- 
bility ; none dare venture to libel or ſpread Iuvcc 
tives againſt them, under the Penalty of a ver 
heavy Fine. This is determined by an expreis 
Law. This Statute, Pm inform'd, gave Occi 
fion to a pretty merry Adventute, which happens 
lately. The Son of a rich Inn-keeper being | 
lucky as to pleaſe a Lady of the firſt Quality, c 
not apprehend that this Law, which puniſhes Want 
of Reipect to the Husband, could prohibit an E-. 
ceſs of Regard for his Wife. Satisficd of tn, 


j Fathe 
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* Viltan's Letters concerning the EMH N ation, Le. 34 
f Scandalum bogratum.. 
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the Gallant puſhes the Intrigue, and was ſo lucky 
as to ſuccecd in his Amour. The Peer, ſenlible 
© of the I'rcachery of his Lady, ſues tor a Divorce; 
E but not being able to bring ſuch Proof as the Law 
requires in ſach Cates, the Judges caſt the lun— 
E |.ceper's Son in the Damages ſpecitied in the above 
mentioned Statute. Since this Judgment, 'tis a 


ſettled Point, that a private Man fails in the Reſpect 


E due to the Nobility, when he becomes too familiar 
with their Wives. | | 

I know not, my dear {ſaac, if this Precedent 
will deter many amorous Sparks: l am told, that 
P many (till run the Hazard of fuflering the fame 
E Puniſhment. If the Dukes and Marqueſſes in [- 
E zaly had ſuch a Law in their favour, not only to 
ſecute Reſpe& for themſelves, but alſo to guard 
E the Chaſtity of their Wives, I make no doubt but 
they would be as tenacious of ſuch a Privilege, as 
the Exg/tfh are of their Liberty. 

Adieu, my dear Iſaac. May the God of our 
Fathers bleſs thee with all manner of Proſperity. 


2% Ke 
London, : 
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LET:T.ER CXXXVn. 


AARON MoNCECA re ISAAC Oxi 


Relation of a Prodigy inſerted in a certan 
Journal“, and find it of ſuch a Nature, that 
I believe you will concur with me, that the Fast 
contained in it are quite maccountable by zry 
known Principles of Philoſophy, or by the v. 
moſt Force ot human Reaſon. I give thee here! 
faithful Extract of the Story, and ſhall acd ny 
Remarks on the miraculons Part of it. 

We have had, in this Conntry, a new Scene 
« of YVzmpiriſm ; the Story is atteſted by two Judyc 
&« of the J ribunal of Belzrade, who examined tie 
« NMarter upon the Spot, as alfo by an Officer ef 
the Emperor's Troops at Gradiſch, who w3s at 
«< Eyc-witnels of the whole Proceedings. 

« In the Beginning of September died at Kli, 
ce about three L2agucs from Gradiſch, an old lil 
„of Sixty-two-Years: Three Days after ks l.. 
« terment, he appeared in the Night to bi, 5, 
and as ed for iomething to cat. Ihe Son red 
„ pave him ſomcthing,,” which he had no ot 
eaten than he diſappcared. Next Day the 504 
„ told his Neighbours what had happen'd. | 
« Night the Father did not trouble him; but tn: 
„Night after, he appeared and deſired, as bcivre 
1:1. l 5 „ ſome- 


] Ls en lately reading, my dear Iſazc, tie 


Mercure hiſtoriqut & politique, Octob. 1736. Tages 44 
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& ſomething to eat. It is uncertain whether the 
| « Son gave him any thing or not; but, in the 
„Morning, the young Man was found dead in 
E « his Bed. The very ſame Day five or fix Per- 
| « ſons in the Village fell ſick, and died, one after 
another, within a few Days. The Magiſtrate, 


or Bailiff of the Place, being inform'd of all 
E « this, | ſends a particular Account of it to the 


„ Tribunal of Belgrade; upon which two Offi- 


© « cers, attended with an Executioner, were diſ- 
E © patched to the Village, with Inſtructions to ex- 


amine ſtrictly into the whole Affair. The Officer 
in the Imperial Army (to whom we are indebted 
for the Relation) repairs likewiſe to Gradiſch, to 
E « be Witneſs of the Examination of an Affair that 
had made fo great Noiſe. The firſt Thing done 


was, to open all the Graves, though the Per- 
© © ſons had been dead fix Weeks. When they came 
to the Grave of the old Man, they found his 
Eyes open, his Colour freſh, his Reſpiration na- 


„ tural; and yet he was ſtiff and inſenſible, like 
« one dead. After Deliberation, the Commiſſio- 
ners condemn'd him as a notorious Vampire. 
«& The Executioner immediately drove a Stake 
through his Heart, and then conſum'd his Body 
* to Aſhes.” EE 
Thanks to God none can charge us with Cre- 


E dulity. We allow, that all the Light which Phy- 
= tick or Philoſophy can afford, will not unriddle 
this Myſtery: And yet, for all this, we can't re- 
fuſe our Aﬀent to a Fact, vouched by the Teſti- 
= mony of two Judges, beſides other Witneſſes of 
undoubted Credit; eſpecially when we conſider, 
that *tis not the only Inſtance of that Kind. T'o- 
the above Relation we ſball add another not un- 
like it, taken from the Glane ur, No. 18. and which 
lappen'd only in the 9 75 1732. 
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In one of the Cantons of gary, cuba 
. Heidouum, on the other Side the 770, 
a River which waſhes the famed Territory «© 
& Tokay and Trauſilvania, the People known d. 
« the Name of Heydakes, believe that certain dest 
„% Perfons, :-whom they call Vampires, ſuck tie 
Blood of the Living ſo as to reduce then 1; 
„ mere Skeletons, while the Carcaſſes of thoj 
« Leechcs are fo. full of Blood, that it runs fron 
< all-the Paflages of their. Bodies, and even from 
„ their very Porcs.” 0 
This ſtrange Opinion is ſupported by a Num— 
ber of Facts, of which there ſeems to be no Roon 
left to doubt, it we conſider the Character of thoſe 
who atteſt them. We fhall here give the Public 
ſome of the molt conſiderable. | 
About five Years ago, aà certain Heyduke, 
< who dwelt in the Village of Maareiga, who: 
Name was Hrz0/4 Paul, was cruſhed to death by 
* a Cart, loaden with Hay, that run over him. Thir- 
«ty Days after, four Perſons died ſuddenly, and in 
«the very lame Manner that thoſe who are fucked 
© by: Vampires are commonly ſaid to die. I 
« drought to mind a Story that Arnold Panl had uf: 
<ten told, how he was once tormented with a Van 
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pire at Caſſuva, on the Frontiers of Turk Servis, WE 


(Now, tis the vulgar Opinion, that the Living, WF 
«who are ſucked by a Hampire, turn Vampires thenr WF 
« ſeIves after they are dead) but that he had found! 
« Way to cure himſelf, by eating ſome of the Dult 
out of the Hampire's Grave, and anointing himie! 
« with his; Blood. This Precaution, however, cd 
mot hinder his becoming a Vampire himſelf alter 
his Death: For, when he was digg'd up, for!) 
Days after his Intetrment, they found upon |» 
« Body all the Marks of an 'Arch-Vampire. His Bo. 


Beard, were grown; hisY cins were full of eh 
Which 
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t which iſtued from all Parts of his Body and ſtain'd 
{is Shroud. I he {{adaagy or Bailiff of the Vil- 
gage, who was a very competent Judge of the 
© Cale, was prefent when he was taken up and ex- 
calnined, and, according to Cuſtom, cauſed a ſharp 
„Stake to be driven through the Heart of the dead 
(Body, upon Which it is ſaid to have given a lamen- 
table Groan, as if it had been alive: After this 
{they ttruck oft the Head, burnt the Body, and 
threw the Aſhes into the Saave. The Bodies of 
(the four Perſons who had died of /Vampiriſm were 
* ſerved in the lame Manner, for fear they ſhould 
play the fame I ricks in their ['urns. 

* All this did not hinder the like melancholy 
prodigies to happen again towards the End of the 
{laſt Year, when ſeveral People of the ſame Vil- 


lage died, in the ſame unhappy Circumitances. 
Within the Space of three Months, ſeventeen Per- 
ſlons, of dittcrent Ages and Sexes, died of Vam— 
E ra; ſome of them ſuddenly, others after two or 
E *three Days Illneſs. Among the reſt was one Ha- 
E *z95ka, the Daughter of Fov:z2Zo, who, going to 
Bed in perfect Health, about Midnight was ſeized 
with an univertal T'rembling, and awaked with 
E *ltphttull Shnizks, affirming, that the Son of an 
© © Heyduke,, called: Millo, and. who had. been dead 
© line Weeks, bad attempted to ſtrangle her in her 
E 'oleep. From thatt very Moment the began to 
languiſh, and in about three Days after died. This 
oOccafioned a Suſpicion, that Milio's Son was a 


b Vampire. 


Upon dizging up his Body, they found 


bim ſo indeed. The chief Inhabitants of the Place, 


with the Phyſicians and Surgeons, fell to enquire 


do- ampiriſimm had again broke out, in ſpite, of 


all they had 0 lately done to prevent it. At laſt, 


5 *aiter a tedious Search, they found that Arnold Paul 


had not only fucked the four Perſons before taken 
notice of, but likewiſe ſeveral Beaſts, of which 
45 1 the 
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© the new Vampires, and particularly the Son de 
« Milo, had . Upon this they reaps 
cup the Bodies of all that had been buried within! 
certain Time. This accordingly they did, ang 
among forty dead Bodies, they found ſeventcey 
Vampires. Through the Hearts of all theſe the; 
drove Stakes, cut off their Heads, burnt the B. 
© dies, and threw their Aſhes into the River. 

© All theſe Informations and Executions, we 
© have mentioned, were taken and performed ge. 
cording to Law. The Facts are atteſted by ſcye. 
ral Officers of the neighbouring Garriſons, by th; 
chief Surgeons of the Regiments, and principal In- 
© habitants of the Place where they happened. A 
«© Copy of the Proceſs was fent to the Council of 
War at Vienna, who appointed a ſpecial Com. 
© mittee to enquire into all theſe Facts. One of theſ. 
© was atteſted by Haduagy Barriazar, and ſeveral prin- 
' © cipal Heydnkes. Another was ſigned by Brtear, 
firſt Lieutenant of Prince Mirtemberg's Regiment; 
© by Flichſtenger, Surgeon-major of Furſtembuſeb“ 
Regiment, beſides ſeveral other Surgeons and Ut- 
fi cers.“ 0 | 

Thus, my dear {jaac, I have communicated to 
thee all the odd Stories that I could pick up con- 
cerning Fampires, that thou may'it be able to 
judge more certainly of the Matter, by compari'!! 
the Circumſtances of one Story with thole © 
nother. In the mean time, while! venture to gilt 
' thee my Sentiments freely, I ſhall beg thine by the 
firſt Opportunity. | 
There are two Methods to confute this fond 
Opinion, concerning theſe extraordinary Vilits 
from the other World, and to demonſtrate thc 
Impoſſibility of the ſtrange Effects aſcribed to 3 
lifeleſs Carcaſs, The firit is to explain, by natu- 
ral Cauſes, the Prodigies commonly attributed t0 


Vampiriſm. The ſecond, (which certainly 8 4 
ure 
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E ſüreſt and wiſeſt Way) is, by denying abſolutely 


the Pruth of the Facts. But, as there are ſome 


E who may think, that the Crean of thoſe who at- 
© teſt the Narrative is ſufficient to ſupply the Place 


of a Demonſtration, even to the greatelt Abſurdi- 


tie; before I ſhew the Weaknels of this Argument, 
E ] ſhall, for once, admit, that many Perſons have 


died of that IIlneſs Which the [leyduk 25 Call Vani— 


piriſin.. 


| take it for granted, that "tis poſſible to find 
faid Þ!ood in the Veins of a dead Body, even ſe— 
veral Days after its Interrment. 1 add further, 


Þ that it is very eaſy for credulous People to fancy 


tnemſelves ſucked by Vampires, and, by the Force 


of tis Imagination, to Kill themſelves. Ilav ing 
F voir H-ads filled wich frighttu! Storics all Day, 


„is ho Wonder it theſe Phan toms haunt them in 


their Dreams at Night, and produce fucha Ferror 


£5 proves fatal, to "fone inſtamly, to others in a 
ſ10:t Time. How many have ſuadeuly dropp'd 
coun dead for Fear? And has hot excefiive Joy 


* ſometimes produced the fame Ciima} Eficer ? 


In examining the Circumſtances of the Death of 
weſe Victims to Vampiriſn, I plainly diſcover all 
tie dymtoms of an epidcmick Fanaticiim, and am 

convinced, that ine Imprieflion Which Fear had 
wude on their Minds was the true Cauſe of their 
Ilirt&tion. Do but mark the Story of Causa, 
dbe £65 t Bed well, awakes in the Middie of the 
Nizht, and cries but in a Fright, that one of her 
Ac: 1.::utances, lately dead, had "arteiupted to ſtraugle 


= 7 in her Sleep : In 55 Condition ſhe Jangeifed 
| tr @ few Days, aud then died. 


Now, is there any Man ſo blind as not to fee, 
tat the Fampiriſem, in this Caſe, is no more than 


a Cilturbed Imagination? Here is a timorous Girl 


crying out, that ſhe was attack'd in her Sleep: 
Howey cr, 'its not alledged that ſhe was ſuck'd by 
the 
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the Vampire; her Shrieks ſpoiled that Night's 
Repalt ; and tis not at all likely the Blood-ſucie 
could find Acceis to her afterwards, when doudi— 
leſs People fat up with her. Notwithſtanding fhe 
died in three Pays: Her Languiſhing and Mclan- 


choly during that Time ſhew plainly, that ſhe died 


of a diſturbed Imagination. 

Thoſe who live in Places afflicted with the 
Plague know, by Experience, how many have lol 
their Lives through Fear. Ihe Moment a timo— 
rous Perſon finds the leaſt Diſorder, he tancics 
himſelf ſeized with the contagious Diitemper ; and 
this fills him with ſuch dreadful Apprehenſions, 
that make it almoſt impoſſible for him to recover, 

The Chevalier de Maiſin aſfured me, at Pam, 
that he was once at Marſeilles when the Plague 


raged there, and knew a Woman die with | car, 


becauſe her Maid was ſeized with a flight IIlneß, 
which ſhe took for the Plague. The fame Paſſion 
brought her Daughter to the Point of Death. Two 
other Perſons in the fame Houſe took Bed, {en 
for a Phyſician, and told him they had the Plague. 
The Phyſician, upon viſiting them, aſſured then 
it was not the Plague, endeavoured to quiet thelt 
Minds, and adviſed them to rife and live in ther 


_ uſual Way. But all was to no Purpoſe with te 


ſpect to the Miſtreſs of the Houſe; for, within two 
Days, ſhe died of mere Apprehenſion. 
Let us, my dear {ſaac, examine the firſt Stor) 


in the Journal, and we may collect, from tc 


Circumſtances, an undeniable Evidence of wh! 
dreadful Effects Fear and Prejudice can produce. 
The old Man, three Days after his Interment, d, 
pears to his Son in the Wicks. Next Day he tell 
the Story to his Neighbours. That Night he did q 
ppear, but the Night following.—The Son is jou 
dead in his Bed. | | ** 
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From theſe Circumſtances, what can be pliner 
than that all was owing to Prejidice and 19h? 
The firſt Attack upon his Imagination ſetved oy 
to pave the Way, and render him more {ulcer ible 
of the fatal Effects that his Pannick produced on 
its Return. 

Mark here, the Father did not 2ppear the Night 

immediately after the Son had told the Story to 

bis Neighbours, for this good Reaion, becauſe his 

E Friends would probably watch with win, and fy 

© leep up his Spirits. | 

l come now to account for tne dead Bodies be— 
og found full of Blood, with their Beards, Nails, 
aud Hair of their Heads grown. None can blame 
me for Want of Complaiſance, if I admit the 
E 1ruth of one fourth Part of theſe Prodigies, and 
charge all the reſt to pure Imagination. Every 
body knows how apt People in general, and even 
E Hiſtorians themſelves, are to magnify whatever has 
the lealt Air of being ſupernatural: And, after 
all, it is not impoſſible to aſſign a natural Cauſe 

tor moſt of thete Circumſtances. 
By Experience we learn, that there are ſome 


uncorrupted for a long Time. The Reaſons have 
been ſo often ſtated by Naturaliſts, that I ſhall 
tave myſelf the Trouble to repeat them. 
At Thoulouſe, in a Church belonging to a Mo- 
naſtry, there is a Vault where Bodies are preſer- 
ved tor above two hundred Years, and at this Day 
appear as freſh as when they were firſt buried. 
bey are placed on their Feet in a Row again“ 
the Wall, dreſſed in their uſual Garments: Otie 
would almoſt think they were alive. But tnat 
hich is moſt extraordinary here, Bodies buried in 
te other Side of the ſame Vault are conſumed in 
to or three Days. | 


As 


kinds of Earth that preſerve dead Bodies treſh and 
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As to the Growing of the Hair and Nails, tue 
is nothing uncommon in it. Theſe Parts of tt; 
Body are ſupplied by Moiſture only, and thereiyy. 
tis no Wonder to ſee them grow, lv long as tact; 
remains any Moilture in the Body 

The Fluidity of the Blood ſeems the greateſ 
Difficulty ; and yet, even in this Calc, there js 1,1 


need to have Recourſe to Miracles. The eat (4 


the Sun rarifies thoſe Nitrous Particles in 6. 
Graves, ſo that they inſinuate themlelves into 
Body newly buried; and having enter'd the Þloos, 
caule a kind of Fermentation, which diflolves th, 
Coogalum, and leaves the Veins full of liqui 
Blood. This Opinion is confirmed by an «i, 
Experiment. If we boil, in a Crucible, one Par; 
of Milk, with two of Oil of Zartar, the Liquur 
though white at firſt, will become ted; beciut. 
the Salts of the Tartar diſſolve and rarity the. 
Parts of the Milk, and ſo convert it into a Sor; 
of Blood. -*I is true, that Blood which is torn! 
in the Body is of a higher Colour, but almoit © 
the ſame Conſiſtence. It is not at all improbas!: 
then, that the Heat of the Sun, fermenting the 1.- 
trous Particles of the Earth with the Oily Jus 
of a dead Body, may produce ſuch a red Liu: 
very much reſembling Blood. 

Thou ſeeſt, my dear {ſuac, how this fooliſh No 
tion may be confuted, ſuppoſing the Facts unde 
niable. But this is granting far too much; tor ne. 
thing can be ſo ridiculous as to ſuppole them pen 
ſible. Either theſe empires go out of their Glare 
in queſt of their Prey, or they do not. It the 
go out, they muſt be viſible; but the contraty » 
true by Experience. It follows then, that the l. 
dy never goes out. Shall we fancy theretore ts 
it is the Soul that does all this? But the Soul 
ſpiritual, or at leaſt ſomething that very much le 
ſembles a Spirit: It mult therefore have 3 400 
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veflel to receive the Blood, and carry it to pour 
into the dead Body. Is not this an 8 it Com- 
mifſion the Soul is fent upon? Lhe! ruth is, my 
dear Iſaac, I bluſh to ſpend fo much Time in ex- 
poling this whimſical Opinion about Y. 
am juſt in the Situation of a Natareze Doctor, 
E who tells us, „e was aflaamed fur thoje he cgufu— 
| {4 and chou be their maintaining ſuch Abjurdities 
| v4s 4 Reproach io the human MN. tare x. I oblerved 
1 \ fore, how little Regard is due to Certific cares, 
u ente deligned to citabliſh the Credit ot mi a- 
ſous Events. 2 
Adieu, dear Jſanc. May Happineſs and Cons 
temment attend thee. 
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what Religion he believes to be the beſt, yet that 
of the eſtabliſhed Church prevails generally througb. 
out Huglaud. The King and prime N obility pro. 
feſs themſelves Members of this Church, and gte 
zealouſly attach'd to it. The Profeſſion is made ; 
Qualification to poſſeſs any civil Office in Ez (1 
or Ireland. They give to this Religion the Name 
of the Church, importing, that it is the chict Re. 
ligion of the State. The Non-conformilts, how: 
ever, will not allow them to monopolize thi 
pompous Name. Nay, ſome of them will not 
ſtick to call them the Sec of the Prelatiſts, TO 


the Engliſ Church have embraced the Dottrines 


of Calvin, yet their Common Prayer and Form cf 


Government are very oppoſite to the Inſtitution; 
of that Divine: On the contrary, they come very 
near the Church of Komme, in ſpite of the Refor- 
mation, eſpecially in their Cathedral Worſhip. The 
Biſhops, in Number twenty- fix, have under them 
Archdeacons, who exerciſe Juriſdiction over the 
Prieſts. All the Paſtors, whether they be dignt- 
fied or not, are very careful to exact of the Peop!: 
the very ſame Tithes and Revenues which the Fo. 
pith Clergy, their Predeceilors, enjoy 'd before them. 
They very piouſly judged, that this Article need 
no Reformation. A Proteſtant Biſhop takes tie 
tame Seat in the Houſe of Lords, that his Pop! 
Brother once filled: But as the Canon Law pro: 
hibits their voting in Matters of Blood, when i! 
Enemy of the Church is to die, all that theſe fo 
ritual Judges can do, is to cabal and folicit Lay 
men againit him. 3 
In the Times when the Eagliſb took it in det 
Heads to burn Proteſtants for the Glory of 69% 
the Sentence of one fingle Biſhop, declaring a M 
to be an Heretick, ſent him to the Stake. APE 
ſent they have no fuch Power: Every Man, u 
his Religion be what it will, is ſafe from dle * 
ct 
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got, though otherwiſe he may ſtill be expoſed to 
| Clerical Perſecution. _ 


The Prieſts of differentSects hate one another hear- 


tily, and oft diffuſe the malignant Humour thro'their 
E Flocks. There have been ſome Proteſtant biſhops in 
© this Country, who would willingly have paid down 
ten Years Revenue for Liberty to perſecute the 
E Non-conformiits : Theſe again, in their Purn, 
would be infinitely pleaſed utterly to aboliſh the 
E Epiſcopal Pomp and Pride, which they cannot fo 
much as look upon without Pain. Though, in 
Fundamentals, Churchmen and Presbyterians are 
perfectly agreed, yet they differ widely with reſpect 
to a Number of Ceremonies, or rather Childiſh 
Trifles. Their Diſputes about theſe, ſome Years 
ago, were ſo hot as coſt many a Man his Lite. 
E | hrough an Exceſs of Magnels, even at the very 
© lime when the Papiſts were plotting the Ruin of 
the whole Reformation, the Proteſtants contribu— 
ted to facilitate their Deſign, by mutually deſtroy- 
ing one another; and the Ground of this bloody 
E Conteſt was little elſe than a bare Name: 
dome are called Churchmen, and ſome Presbyte- 
tians. Thou mayeſt, perhaps, be deſirous, my dear 
| {/axc, to know the Difference between theſe two 
Dects; and it fo happens that I can ſatisfy thee 
with reſpe& to the Principles of the Presbyterians, 
Apecially the French and Walloon Refugees. 


As J was walking the other Day, with one of 


my Friends, before the French Church, he defired 
me to go in and hear the Sermon, which I readily 
did; for thou knoweſt I make no Scruple of go- 
ing into the Churches of all Sects, that I may be- 
come acquainted with their different Forms and 


Manner of Worſhip. We had ſcarce taken our 


Seats, when the Preacher mounted the Pulpit, and 
began his Diſcourſe with ſuch a modeſt and ſeri- 
dus Air as perfectly charm'd me. All of a ſud- 
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out he runs, and was followed by at lealt teres 
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den, I hear a ſurpriſing Noiſe in all Parts Of the 
Church: The whole Audience appear'd to me juſt 
like the Convulfionaries in Paris; one coughs 
another ſhakes his Head, and moſt of them put 
their Hands to their Hats. But what was m 
obſervable, five or ſix Perſons, in a Gallery direc. 
ly oppoſite to me, feemed agitated to an exc: 
Degree. They ſpread out their Arms, and pn 
themielves into the molt ridiculous Poſtnres. | 
was juſt going to ask my Friend what was tee 
Matter, when, to my great Surprize, I ſee hin 
mak ing Faces like the reſt. Bleſs me, ſaid l, whit 
means all this Grimace? Let ms go out, aid he. 
with an Air of Perturbation, I ca bear us linte, 
vor avoid teſtifying my Indignation for the Afi 
offered to our Church, Upon this up he ſtarts, and 


Fourths of the Aſſembly. Pray tell me, fü. _! 
when we were got to the Street, what is the Me. Fri 
ing of all this Buſtle? Have you azy thing in vo WF he, 
Heligion that reſembles the ancient Baccanali: i Bi 
Rome? Have your Pricſts a Power of making thin I 61 
Ilearers mad* That Preacher, ſaid he, 4:4 v Wk Hun 
{ated one of our moſt ſacred Rites; he had the H Cu 


rauce to preach with bis Hat off. And is this 2 ee 
grea: Crime:? replied I. Did this aff ect his Doctrine? #7 


Do you think there is any Virtue in a Ilat, to wi" ñꝗ © 
municate brighter and juſter Ideas, than "its . 


2% form with the Head uncovered? I thought 1: i 
whole Congregation had gone diftradted ; bit nt 1 of 4 
under ſtaud the Meaning of your Motions. I vert are 


iy wiſh, anſwer'd my Friend, that we had #6! Vil Wh ef 
Jo much Patience, but had ordered the Pracht £17 


fit down and hold his Tongue. What will the ard ** 
ſay, when they ſhall hear what has haf fhend id, my 
Church? Mill they not think us Men of 1 e. my 
Principle, and that we are juſt upon the P's | 
conforming to the Eſtabliſhment * This 15 ti Ejed 
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of the fooliſh Complaiſance of allowing ſtrange Mi- 


niſters to preach, who are unacquainted with ihe Rules 
of our Society. 

I was much ſurprized to hear the Man talk in 
this Manner, and asked him, Us this, my Friend, 
pour grand Oljection againſt the eſtabliſhed Church, 
| becauſe they preach with their Hats off * Not only 
E this, replied he, but alſo their Bowzngs, their Veſt- 
ments, their Surplices, which I look upon to be the 
Dregs of uureform'd Popery. You muſt be very fond 
of Controverſy, laid I, who make ſo much ado about 
FE Trifles. It ſeems a Matter of ao great Moment, 
© whether a Man wear a long or a ſhort, a white or 
© a black Garment. Did your Lawgiver, or his A- 
= poſtles, leave you any Patterns for Clothes? Did 
© they deſcend ſo low, as to limit the Number of Yards 
© that ſhould go to making a Prieſts Goun? 

My Rallery was not at all agreeable to my 


he, 5% affect to fuſtiſy the Church: But let me tell 
uu, ibis 15 not very conſiſtent with your own Pria- 
E ciples;, for the Jews are never uncovered in their 
Synagogues, That is true, ſaid I, it is an ancient 
Cuſtom, and univerſally obſerved by all the Iſraelites; 
| even in Countries where they dreſs in Turbans, as 
among the Turks and Perſians, we ever ancover 
Lt our Heads in our Places of Worſhip : But we look 
ion this Cuſtom as ng way eſſential to our Religion. 
In do well, replied my Friend, you are Maſters 
A your own Actions, and ſo are we too. While there 


be, I traſt in God, Men who will preach with the 
. Hat ou, and maintain their own Cuſtoms, in De- 
Fance of all the Prelates upon Earth. Upon this 
my Friend left me abruptly, little fatistied with 
my Converſation. | 


ma 


Ca ES. 


7 Ruceneſs of my Friend, or at his furious Zeal ; 


E Friend, who was a rigid Presbyterian. / ſee, ſays. 


ade French zn Walloon Presbyterians, there will 


Thou needſt not wonder, my dear Iſaac, at the 
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for the Presbyterians, in general, are exceſſive! 
attach'd to their particular Modes of Worſ:ip, 
They are rigid, and lay aſide all Pretence to Com. 
plaifance, when the leaſt Alteration is attempte, 
in their Way of : Worſhip. Their Obſtinacy in 
creaſes in proportion to the Credit of thoſe why 
oppoſe them. One might ſooner perſuade a Jan. 
ſeniſt to receive the Bull Unigenitnas, than mike 1 
Presbyterian put on his Hat while the Pſalms are 
ſung, or put it oft when they are only read. Are 
not theſe, my dear Iſaac, ridiculous Whims ? Oue 
muſt be mightily in Love with the Title of Non- 
conformity, who would purchaſe it by ſuch ay 
unreaſonable Obſtinacy. | 
Thou muſt not imagine, however, that the 
Churchmen here are in the leaſt more reaſonable, 
or leſs bigotted. If one of their Prieſts ſhould ap- 
pear in the Pulpit with his Hat on, it would make 
the whole Congregation mad. They would re. 
ther ſee all the Non-contormiſts in the World pe. 
riſh, than ſhew them ſo much brotherly Conde 
ſcenſion as to lay aſide their Surplice, or part with 
one ſuperſtitious Ceremony in their Worthip. 1:4 
are a ftiff-necked Crew, lay they to the Presbyte- 
rians, who will not ſubmit to Things which gu 
wourſelves can't but own to be inaifferent. Aud yu 
are Perſecutors, reply the Presbyterians, who wid 
zyranuically ſubject' us to ſuch Ceremonies of Mm! 
Inzention. They are indifferent; aud for this d 
Reaſun you are inexcuſuble, when you alter their Ne 
ture, and iinpoſe them as neceſſary. 5 
The Dreſs and Air of the Presbyterian Divines 
is exactly ſuitable to their true Character. 1) 
walk with a demure and affeded Gate. [I het 
Faces are almoſt quite hidden under broad Brim'd 
Hats, and their Bodies are wrapp'd up in mor 
tirous long Cloakes. A Presbyterian Parſon, u 
Le Streets of Paris, would be taken for ome 
ve 
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rerend Divine, who had appealed to a general 


Council, and thereby at once had incurr'd the Dif- 


pleaſure of his Biſhop, and brought himſelf into 


bicgrace at Court. 


A Clergyman of the eſtabliſhed Church makes 
a very different Figure. He is dreſſed in a fine 


Caſlock, tied with a Taffety Surcingle: His upper 
| Garment is a large and pompous Gown, artfully 


gathered on the Shoulders; his Head is cquipp'd 


with a fine fair Wig, well powder'd, and a faſhio- 
nadle Beaver, with a twilted Hat-band and Roſe. 
| Set off in this Manner, he is not unlike the dig- 
nified Clergy in France, eſpecially ſuch of them as 
ive in great Cities. Thus you may ſee the proud 
| Pricſt (trutting along with a diſdainful Air, look— 
ing down upon his Inferiors as a Sett of puny A- 
nimals infinitely below his Notice. In his own 
Imagination, he is already advanced to the higheſt 
P Preterment in the Church, and takes his Seat in 


the Houſe of Lords. Glad he is to ſee the mo- 
role Fresbyterian offended at his Grandeur. This 


very Thing ſecures him trom ſo many Rivals of 
bis Ambition. Inſtead of endeavouring to brin 

the Non-conformilts into the Boſom of the Church 
by k gentle Methods, he talks of nothing but penal 


Laws to force their Submiſſion. In a Word, vio- 


lent and haughty, becauſe his Religion is eſtabli— 
| ſhed by Law, he would have every thing meanly 


truckle to his Reverence. To have a juſt Idea of 
this petulant Man, do but paint to thyſelf, dear 
[/aac, a bigotted Feſuit, who, to convert all the 
Proteſtants in the World, would not give up one 


> fingle Lamp, that burns before the Image of his 
Patron St Igaatius. 


| thought indeed, when I croſſed the Seas, I had 


; been quite rid of the Bickerinys of the Faxſeniſts 
and Moliuiſts; but I find, in Ezgland, the Church- 
men and Presbyteriaus copy them very exactly. If 


Mi- 
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Miracles were as much in vogue here as in Fran 


or in Italy, I ſhould expect to hear many a goo0 


Engliſh Prelate canonized tor the ſole Merit of 


perſecuting the Diſſenters: And, on the the | 


Hand, 1 queſtion not but 1 ſhould ſee many pee. 
ly Diſſenters cutting Capers at the Grave of ton: 
St Paris of their own Fraternity. The Egli 
rally the French for the religious Diſputes whic) 
at this Day divide the Nation: And indecd the 
haye Reaſon ; for there cannot be a greater $i: 
of Weakneſs and Superſtition in any People, that 
when they become Dupes of the Paſſion and An. 
bition of certain forward Ecclefiaſticks, who, un. 
der Pretence of Orthodoxy, diſturb Society, an 
engage the State in their private Quarrels with ons 
another. But, after all, can the Eꝝgliſb boalt tha 
they are quite happy in this Reſpect? Are no: 
the Church-Divines as ready to inflame their Ze 
lots againſt their non-conforming Brethren? | 
they had it in their Power, would they not 
force the whole World to be of their Mind, 
even at the Expence of the half of the People i 
it? Are they not infinitely pleaſed with the great 
Share they have in the Government? and do tler 
not often give it all the Diſturbance they can: 
Upon the whole, we cannot find a more et 
Copy of a French Feſuit, than an Engl Hig 


Church Divine; nor can there be two People in 


the World liker one another than the Y 
and the Presbyterian. They are both equally 0“ 
ſtinate in their Opinions; they join in runnie 
down thole Dignities to which neither of tfel 
can ever arrive; they equally affect a ſtiff Alt 
preach through the Noſe, wear a Sort of antique 
Dreſs, are profeſs'd Enemies to Pleaſure, bite 
their Enemics bitterly, are exceſſively ambitiols; 
and all thele they cloake with a Shew of exc 
Picty. So far the Reſemblance is perfect. 
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One muſt therefore conclude, that the Engli/h 


Þ onght ſparingly to reproach the Freach with the 


Troubles occaſioned by the Janſeuiſts and Moli— 
wiſts. It is eaſy for the French to recriminate. 1 
readily admit, that the Extravagance of one Nati- 


on cannot juſtify the Extravagance of another, but 


it may, in ſome Meaſure, alleviate it. In every 


E Kingdom where there are Clergy, there is Jealou— 
FE iy, Ambition, Pride, and conſequently Diſputes 
and Perſccution. The People, ever caiy to be 
E practiſed upon, are prejudiced in favour of what- 
ever Opinion firſt ſtrikes them; they have neither 


Capacity to underſtand Controverſy, nor Prudence 


to let it alone. Tis no Wonder then if they blind- 
| ly follow ſuch Guides as every one has choſen for 
bimſelf. The ſame Thing may be alledged in fa- 
vour of the Diſputes between the Church and Diſ- 

* {-nters at London, as in tavour of the like Diſputes 
between the Moliuiſts and the Fanſeniſts at Parts: 


And indeed every where the Cale will be the ſame, 
be the different Opinions what they will. If there 
were none in the World but Philoſopners and Di- 


vines, the latter would find but few filly enough 
to concern themſelves in their religious Alterca- 


tions. | | 
Farewel, my dear Iſaac. May Contentment 


and Happineſs attend thee: And may the God of 


our Fathers deliver thee from the Plague of a diſs 
puting Spirit. | | 
London, *. 
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World generally worſhipped ; nay, more, G4/;. 
di, by his learn'd Diſſertations againit Ariſiutl 
paved the Way for the celebrated Deſcartes. Thi 
laſt may juſtly be reckoned the Reſtorer of tri; 
Philoſophy, and the Scourge of the Peripatcticks, 
Then it was that Men, who had been fo lone 
quite loſt amidſt vain Dreams aad Chimeras, he. 
gan, at once, to make ule of their Reaſon, and ty 
examine an Opinion before they embraced it. 4 
Multitude of uſeful and ſurpriſing Dilcoveri, 
ſucceeded in room of a Number of fabulous T als 
and groſs Puerilities, that till then had prevailed, 
The Maxim, hat Nature abhorred a Vacuum, wis 
found to be ridiculous. Men are taught, that the 
Air is a ponderous Body; Teleſcopes are inven 
ed; Geometry is improved; and, by excrcilin; 
their reaſoning Faculty, Men learn how tar it can 
go, and how ſafely they may follow it. 
While theſe happy Revolutions in the Repu/l:c 
of Letters, are brought about in France, what is do- 
ing all the While in Eugland? Why, nothing a 
all, or next to nothing. Hobbes, a Friend and 
great Admurer of Faſſendi, was, at that I ime, tie 
only Philoſopher in this Country: But how much 
inferior was he to Ge ¹ ii, or Deſcartes * Hi 
Works “, though not without their Excellencic, 
will eaſily demonſtrate the Superiority of the Fez 
Philoſophers. In them we find no conliftent 5y- 
ſtem, eſtabliſh'd by ſolid Reaſons. In many Places 
he is obſcure, in others quite unintelligible. \V ere 
he ſeems to make Matter the Original of all I bings, 
he is even below Spimoſa. Where he would allen 
God to be the Creator of the World, he conc 


not near Deſcartes, The Writings of this lab. 


open'd the Eyes of the Englyh Literati. Ilan; 


Pyr. 


4 * n 0 * * N, 
* Flementorum philoſophia Sectio prima de Cnr} ore. See alto, * 
lectiones ſex ad Profeſſares Savilianos. And another BOOK, u! 
led, De Hoinine, five Elementorum Plidloſophiæ, jig e, 
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& Having ſeen their former Errors, immediately 
bey make the beſt Uſe of the Light they had re- 


ceived, and perfect the Diſcoveries which others 


pad only begun. They did that for Poſterity which 
the French Philoſophers had done for them, and 
made no other Improvement than theſe would have 
ade, had they lived long enough, and enjoyed 
N their Advantages. | | 

I dare affirm, that it requires no leſs Strength 
Of Genius 10 grOpe Out the Way of Truth in the 
alidſt of the Darkneſs of Error, than it docs to 
purlue this Route, when one is fairly enter'd into 
Wc. I readily admit, that Newton is a greater Phi- 
oſopher than Deſcartes or Ga{/eadi; but had he 
lived at the ſame lime, and if the ſame Circum- 
ſtances with them, perhaps he might not have gone 
te lame Length they did. Conſider, my dear 
ac, that the firſt Principles of the Neuloniau 
Ei bilolophy are the very ſame that Geafſend: elta- 


Wb ihed upon the Ruins of Peripateticiſm. Ihe 


Nieceſſity of a Vacuum, which had been exploded 
tor above twelve hundred Years, was firſt demon- 


ttrated by this French Author. It is upon this 


llypotheſis of a Vacuum, that Newton founds the 
princſpal Arguments whereby he proves the Im- 
E2-0{ibility of Deſcartes's Notion of Hortices. If 
merefore he has routed the Carteſiaus, it muſt be 


* 


on'd, he did it by Arms borrow'd chiefly from 


* 


| 0 endi. 

„ delieve therefore, my dear 7/azc, that a little 
Reflection will ſatisfy any one, that the Ezgli/f 
. have no Right to that Superiority of Genius over 
a other Nations, which they arrogantly claim. 
| " can't de denied but they arc indeed the greatcit 
Eg! biloſfophers in the World: But for this, we ſee 
| they are indebted to the Freach; and 'tis not im— 
polſible that this Nation, in its Turn, may here- 
gaiter improve the 427 Philotophy, and produce 


Vo. III. A a ſome 
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ſome great Man, who will even exceed the fa, 
Neuton. As to thoſe who would confute ti 
Claim of the Eugliſb, by denying the Prehemingye: 
of their Philoſophers, they mult be blinded cite 
by Prejudice or Ignorance. The molt tuperjciy 
Compariſon of the Ex2/:þ Sages with thole n 
_ they are oppoled, will clear up their Mi 
take. 

Deſcartes deſtroy'd the Chimeras of the Schqq!. 
men, he pointed out the Errors of the Ancicnt, 
and thereby put Mankind in the Way to diſcoe 
his own He made great Progrets in Gcometry: 
and to him we owe the Doctrine of Curve, ir 
Algebra. He almoſt perfected Dioptricks, which, 
in his Hands, became, in a manner, a new be. 
ence. In this Branch of Learning he diſcovered, 
to Advantage, that Geometrical Turn, and quici 
Invention, which Nature had beitow'd upon him, 
and which a long and afhiiduous Application hit 
very much improved. Behold the vaſt Talents o 
this great Man! But obſerve lik ewiſe his Deteas 
He was miltaken in bis Notions concerning tic 
human Soul. His Arguments for the Exciltenc: 
of a God are not always concluſive. His Aﬀer 
tion of innate Ideas, which he obitinately main- 
tained, has not the leaſt Shadow of Truth. It 
advanced ſeveral Miſtakes about the Laws of Mo- 
tion, and the Nature of Light. He went further 
and even adopted thoſe very Trifles and Quidols, 
with which he upbraids the Schoolmen. He ue 
the Ferm indefinite in ſuch a Senſe, as to aſſet 
that Matter and Space are neither finite nor It 
nite. In ſhort, he would make us believe, tha 
he thought God could change the Nature dd 
Things. | 

Newton has found his Account not only in tit 
Learning of Deſcartes, but even in his very He. 


fects. He has carried Geometry as far been 1 
| | | gilt 
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| Point where Deſcartes left it, as the latter had car- 
Fried it beyond thoſe who went before him. lu this 
Relpect, we muſt allow an equal Share of Merit 
Eto each of our Philoſophers : But, at the lame 
Elime, we can't deny that Newton is a mach 


preater Geometrician than Deſcartes; way, in all 


other Branches of Philoſophy, he has plainly the 
Eſame Advantage One may ſay, that New!os, af- 
ter he had diſcovered a new World, has been able 
Eto unravel the moſt intricate Secrets in it. He has 
aid open the Errors of Deſcartes on tue Nature 
Pot Light; and, which is more, has introduced in 
eit Stead, certain Principles, demonitrated by 
1 in Experiments. He has utterly demoliſhed the 


ene hman' s VYortices, and ſubſtituted in their Room 


Hit ration; the Effects of which he has demon- 
rated, and calculated its Proportion. It is to 
his Philoſopher, the World owes the valt Know 

edge, to which former Ages were utter Strangers. 
ik the learned Sages litten with Amazement, 
hilſt the great Newton teaches them, that Centri— 


eta! Force is the only Caule that Bodies weigh 
proportion to their Quantity of Matter; and, 
Ua to the ſame Cauſe we mult afcribe the Mo- 


on of Planets and Comets. Indeed, it it could 
be luppoſed, that ever there ſhall be a Man with- 
but his Equal, I ſhould be tempted to believe it 
EWas this Philoſopher, who has ſo clearly explain- 
all the Laws of Nature. At leaſt, we may 
Irm, that, it any one ſhall hereafter ariſe capable 


rival this Prodigy of Learning, all our modern 
Philoſophers will be Fools in compariton of him. 
Several very learned Men, eſpecially of the 
e Sect, ſtick not to compare Mallebrauche 


EWith Locke; but there is as great a Difference be- 


Veen theſe two Philoſophers, as between Deſcar- 


F and Newton. Mallebrauche, in his lofty and 
| {rained Metaphors, appears more like a Poet than 


ASK | a Phi- 
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* Philoſopher : He took his Aim too high, 2 


5 

Ke 
mi. 
4 | 


itead of reaching Heaven, was obliged to mips dog 
when he had got but Half-way. In this Sitvatog i gar 
he ſcarce diſcovers a Glimpſe of Heaven, white e to 
quite loſt Sight of this Earth. He admits inn: . 
Ideas, and maintains the ridiculous Notion, tha /r: 
we lee all Things in God. He thinks it impot. WM 6rai 
ble to demonitrate the Exiſtence of Bocics. |, MW he « 
mort, his Syſtem of Phyloſophy is nothing bit a fuc! 
ingenious Romance, which, in many Places, | ve. 
very oblcure. ther 

The learned Locke has laſd down true Princpis Wi bec: 
and drawn from them juſt Conſequences: ei ben 
exact in his Proofs, and has revealed the deep was 
tonne of the human Underſtanding. He bs Exit 

aught the Learned not to detcrit inc poſitively x and 
bot T. hings which they don't underſtand. Bae ing! 
his Time, Philoſophers had delivered their ownW1ay's 
Dreams, on the Nature of the Soul, for ru 
but he has baniih'd all th-fe Chimeras, deftig ce. 
the Doctrine of innate Ideas, and dcmonttrat en 
that all our Ideas are derived irom our Sense D 
Having, as it were, anatomized human Rea v 
and laid open all the Knowledge, concerning 08714 
Eſſence of the Soul, that Mortals can ever r00P--w, 
to attain; with the tame Candour and Evident are [3 
he proves, that we are not capable to compre e, 
the Nature of a Spirit, or to know cert: Dc 
whether God may not endue Matter with a 18 erer 
cuity of Thinking *? but ( 

Now, my dear Iſzac, are not theſe Sentiment 
more ju it, more natural, and lefs perplexes, Far 
thoſe of Hallebranche ? Do but compare the den 
dour and Ingenuity of the Eagliſg Metaph liv, | 
with the Preſumption and Arrogance of his Fread 7 
man; he not only limits the Power of the 4 

mg 

* Vide Ea on Human Underſtanding, Book IV. Chep. 1 *BY 

Page 445. on 


mighty, with reſpect to the Souls of Men, but a- 
| copts a Syſtem as ridiculous, as untenable, in re- 
| gard to the Souls of Brutes. Theſe he deſctibes 
to be mere Machines, or Pieces of Clock-work, 
eating without Pleaſure, crying without Pain, de- 
fring nothing, fearing nothing. Sure Malle— 
branche mult have had a large Stock of Vanity, if 
be thought his Authority was ſufficient to palm 
ſoch Abſurdities upon the World. I know very 
well he only followed Deſcartes, who invented 
them; but he is nevertheleſs culpable for all that, 
becauſe he ought to have examined and rejected 
them. But how came he to fancy that Matter 
was capable of Thought, while he admitted the 
Exiltence of Bodies only out of Complailance, 
Land ſeemed angry with his Matter for not deny- 
ing it abſolutely? I order zo be fully ſatisfied, 
ſays he, that there are Bodies, it muſt be demonſtra- 
ted, at only that there ts a God, and that he cannot 
decerve us; but alſv that God has actualiy created 
theme A Thing which I don't find proved in any 
j Deſcartes's #orks, There are only two Ways 
in which God ſpeaks to the Underſtanding, aud de- 
and our Aſſent ; by Reaſon, and by Faith. I ac- 
knowledge, that Faith obliges us to believe that there 
re Bodies; but for Reaſon, it ſeems to be quite ex- 
laded from the Caſe *. ; | 

| Dolt thou think, dear [/aac, that Locke would 
ever have attempted to prove, that nothing exiſts 
but God and our Souls? No ure, he was too 
vile to harbour ſuch idle I ictions. 

Farewel, my dear Iſaac : Live content and happy; 
nd never give thyſelf up to believe any Philuſy- 
ay, bat what is founded on Reaton. 

London, *. 


Aa 3 LETTER 


* Techercle de la terite, Eclairciſſement ſur Livre I. Tag. 499, 
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LETTER CSXL. 


AARON MoONCECA r ISAAC Onis, 


N my laſt, dear IJſaac, I gave thee ſome Ac- 
count of the ENI Philoſophers. In this, | 
ſhall continue the Account of other leaned 
Men ef that Country. Thou halt ſeen the Works 
of the famous Chancellor Bacon. He was a kid 
of Harbinger to Deſcartes and Gaſſenai He wiz 
lent, as it were, to tel] the World, that the End 
of Scholaſtick Impertinences was at hand. He 
Was ſenſible of the Imperfection of that Fhilolo: 
phy, and was the firſt who put len in the Way 
to remedy it. He proves, to a Demonltration, 
that tne Ariſtoteliau Philoſophy was no way pre- 
terable to other ancient Syſtems : He fhews that it 
had been long deſpiſed among the Greeks, and otter 
Pagan Nations; and that it was only in the Tunes 
of grofs Ignorance, and when the Sciences were 
totally neglected, that this Philofophy found AG 
mirers “. 

A Protcſtant, and Friend of mine, obſerves 0 
me, the other Day, that Savonarola prepared the 
Way for Leather and Calvin, and other Retorme!s 
of Religion; and that Bacon did the ſame to vil 
modern Reformers of Philoſophy. He added fur- 
ther, that Fortune feems to have taken a ſingulat 

| wa. 

* Vide Bacer, novum Organ um ſcientiar, Lib. I. Cap. 153% 
Fag. 292. 
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© Pleaſure in ailtrefling thele Harbingers of the Re- 


formation. Suvorar obs, lays he, was hang'd ; and 


| Bacon, by Sentence Ot the Houle ot Lords, was 
fed, and lolt his Othce of Chancellor. The 


Engliſh let a great Value upon the Moral Eflays 


ot this Author. Judeed *'tis no more than ticy 
celerve, tor they are extremely good; tno' they 
are tar ſhort, in Point ot Delicacy and Elegance, 
of the Eflays of Michael de Muntargne, The French 


Scepticks excel the Writers of tnat fort among 


che Eng liſh, as tar as the Euglihb Literati common— 


ly ſurpals the French, in Metaphylicks and natural 
Fhilolophy. No Author, in tis ountry, is com- 
parable to Montargae, much lels to Buyle. | very 


much queſtion, whether there ever was, in any 
Country, a Writer of ſuch valt Learning as the 


latter: He had a peculiar and lalnitable Ialent of 


b treating the mott abitrule Subjects, in luch a Man- 
ner, as to make them agrecable to the Vulyar, to 


Men ot Taſte, and even to the Ladies them- 


ſelves. 


Thou art ſenſible, my dear Iſaac, that the Eng- 
liſh have not one Hiſtorian equal to Titus Livius, 
to Tacitus, to Saluſt, to Father Paul, to de Thea, 
or even to Father Dauiel. An aſtoniſhing Thing 


it ſis, that a Party-Spirit ſhould prevail more here 
tan among the very Y he s themielves. Barnet, 


2 nodern Hiſtorian, ſormed a Deſign to imitate 


de Thur, but, we find, he was unable ior the Task; 
for he comes not near his Original, either in Me- 
& thod, Exactneis, or Purity of Stile. To tay no- 
thing of tne Fartiality with which almoſt all Par- 
© tics charge him. They tell us, that, in the whole 
firit Fart of his Hiitory, there are but five or fix 
Gentlemen to whom he has given good Chacac— 
ters; and that he himſelt makes one of the Num— 
$ ber. I ho? "is poſlible this Criticitin may be with- 
cut Foundation, the Defe& may not proceed ſo 


much 
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much from the Malignity of the Hittotian, as from 
the Badnels of the I imes, and the Want of a prog, 

Es f MO 
Subject tor Fanegyrick. Indeed, this mult be fad 
his Fa our, that, in all the Ezg/fb Hillory, it wi! 
be dithcult ro pick out any two Reigns io corrupt 
and tyrannical,as thoſe who are the Subject of this 
Fart of the Biſhop's Hiſtory. However, we my} 
allow, that a Whig can never keep himtelf with. 
in Bounds, when he writes ot a Tory Governmen: 
nor, on the other hand, are the I ories a Wit 
leſs partial in repreſenting the Whigs. 

The Authority of an Eugliſb Hiltorian is prey 
much the ſame as that of the French Writers nn 
der Charles IX. and Henry III. 
tremely hard to find, in this Country, a Man c. 
pable ot writing an impartial Hiſtory, ſuch as bo. 
ſterity may ſafely depend upon; and two Reaſuns 
may be aſſign'd for this: The firſt is the Previ- 
lence of Party-Spirit, which makes the one Ha!! 
of the Nation ſworn Enemies to the other. Ie 
ſecond is the Preſumption and Self-conceit, which 
is natura to all the &xzgl:ih, This will not per: 
mit them to allow Foreigners any Advantages. 
which may ſeem in the leaſt to diminiſh their ovn 
Glory. If they ſcruple not to diſguiſe and fallity 
Facts which happen even among themſelves, it 1s 
not to be wondered at, if they miſrepreſent Atiairs 
which are tranſacted abroad, when they don't lui 
their Humour. | 
If the Engliſh have few good Hiſtorians, the Lol: 
is lufficicutly made up by their excellent 1'octs. 
Thou'rt acquainted, my dear [/aac, with Miltou's Fi 
radiſe loſt. I his Poem has not all the Beauties ot ths 
Aneid, but, I confels, I think it preferable to 74: 
fo's Gieruſalemme liberata. Ihe Englith Poct knew 
better than the Italian, to improve the Advantage 
of Religion. I don't believe we can find, ith! 


in Virgil or Homer, any thing more ſublime . 
| ths 


It would be en. 


Xa 
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n that Paſſage in Milton, where the Deity is repre- 
pet ſented going out to make War upon the rebellious 
an Angels: The Almighty, ſays he, t bis Arms 


iin Terror. There is ſomething exceeding lotty 
upt and grand in this Idea, when the Poet dares be 10 
is WF bold as bring the ſupreme Being, like a valiant | 
nt WWE Hero, into the Field, he can tcarce aflign a more 
th. proper Squire than Terror to attend him. 

nt; Haller is a Poet as far above Voiture, as he is 


t below Catullus. His Works are polite, and full 

ot Beauties, but ſometimes low and without Spi- 
itn T tit. They may juſtly be reckoned to hold the 
n. middle Rank between the ſparkling Wit of Fon— 


bare and the Bombaſt of Gaarini. Waller has nei- 
a. ther all the Merit of the one, nor all the Defects 
of the other. 

Pope is, beyond Contradiction, one of the great- 
eſt Poets in the World. We may, indeed, we oupht, 
to eſteem him as worthy to rival Bozleaz, Cor- 
be veille, or Racine; nay, even Virgil or Homer. | his 
h {WW lalt is perhaps more perfect in the Eugliſh Lranſ- 
„lation, than in the Greek Original. I know no- 
% thing in Poetry more ingenious, more arch, or 
n full of Humour, than he Rape of the Lock. The 
i" WW £27i2 of Boileau, has ſomething in it ſtronger and 
's WW more manly, but is not nearly ſo entertaining. I hey 
5 WW allure me, in this Country, that Pope was not above 
it twenty Years of Age, when he made that charming 


Poem. 

Ihe lofty Deſcription of the Employment of 
© deceaſed Heroes in the Elyſian Fields, by Virgil, 
is by no means ſuperior to the beautitul Picture 
which Pope has drawn of the Amuſements of the 


| 9y/phs Tpeaking thus: 


Think not, when Woman's tranſient Breath is fled, 
That all her [anities at once are dead: 


Sts 


Ladies after Death. He introduces one of the 


4 <= 
p yp 


4 
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Succeeding Vanities fhe ſtill re gar ds, 
Aud tho* the plays no more, verluoks the Cara. 
Her Foy in gilded Chariots, when alive, 
And Love of Ombre after Death ſurvive. 
For when the Fair iu all their Pride expire, 
To their firſt Elements the Soul retire: 
The Sp'rits of Feery Termagants in Flame, 
Mount up, and take a Salamander*s Name. 
Soft yielding Minds to ater glide away, 
Aud fip with Nymphs their Elemental Tea. 
{he graver Pruao ſinks dounward to a Gnome. 
In Search of Miſchief ſtill on Earth to roam. 
The light C oquettes in Sylphs alof: repair, 
And ſport and flatter in the Fielas of Ar *. 


Read this, my dear Iſaac, and confeſs, that the 
pretty Conccits of our Cabaliſts could not poſli- 
bly de better applied than they are by Pope, in or- 
der to form a juſt and elegant Satire on the Fair 
Sex. All the ditterent Characters of Women ate 
exactly delineated, in this Deſcription of their En- 
tertainments aiter Death; and, by a Dexterity pe- 
culiar to great Maſters, the Poet, tho? he ſuppoles 
them dead, paints them ſo to the Lite, that every 
Stroke of his Pencil produces a new and perfect 
Picture. 

The Earl of Rocheſter hath written ſeveral Sa- 
tires, in a Stile as nervous and ſtrong as that of 
Botlean. He had a very bright and lively Imag! 
nation. He lived like Petronius, and dicd like 
Fontaine. Throughout his Life, he was vain ot 
being accounted a Free-thinker ; but, ſome Time 
before bis Death, he alter'd his Sentiments entire” 
ly. The Terror of Death, and Dread of its Co- 
ſequences, alarm'd him. In his laſt Moments he 
had Recourſe to a certain Divine: However, |! 
order to ſave his Reputation as a Philoſopher, 8 


The Rape of the Lock, 
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deſired to capitulate betore he ſurrender'd. After 


a few Conferences on this Head with the Doctor, 
he yielded and fign'd the Artizles of Pacification. 


| Nothing could prevail to fave his beloved Philo- 
ſophy; it mult be ſacrificed Without Mercy. He 


recanted all his Errors; anda little atter his Deatn, 


Dr. Barnet publiſhed a Trutt of his extraordinary 
Converſion. 5 


It is an ordinary Cuſtom with Atheiſts, while 


| they are in Health, to deny the Being of God; at 
E lcait, they endeavour to baniſh the Beliet of him 
E from their T'houghts, that they may, with leſs Re- 
morſe, _— themiclves in all manner of Vice: 
But they no 10 

immediately all their tale Philoſophy vaniſhes; they 
throw themlelves into the Arms of their Ghoſtly 
Fathers, and become then, as ſubmiſſive as betore 
they were incredulous. | here is ſcarce any thing 
but what one may make them believe in their laſt 


oner come to leave the World, than 


Hours. They ſwallow blindly whatever is laid 


to them, and reſume thoſe Frejudices of which 


they fancied themſelves tor ever cured. For Proof 


of this, I appeal to the Weakneſs ot ſeveral Crea- 
| tures of this Sort, who, when dying, have order- 
ed themſelves to be clothed in the Habit of a 


Monk, and given Directions that they ſhould be 


buried in that ridiculous Drets. 


It is not Reaſou, it is tear and Terror, that pro- 


duces ſuch a Change in a Man, wien juſt upon 
the Verge of Lite. o be ſatisfied of this, we 


need only conſider, that thoſe who are thus con- 
verted on a Deatt bed, never tail to die in that Re- 


ligion in which they were born. It Conviction 
directed their Choice, u wouvl! jometiines at leaſt 
bappen as to thoſe who examine the Difference of 


elipions in their Halen, and frequently reject 


the Faith in which tacy had ben edacated. We 
can ſcarce enough deſpite that Man, who, all ais 


Liſe, 


13 


2990 JEWISH LETTERS 


Lite, refuſes to receive the molt evident Trutz 
and yet, at his Death, will become a Slave to the 
molt ridiculous Prejudices.. | | 
; Beſides the Fouets, of whom we have been Ipeak- 
ing, there are, in this Country, many Others whg 
merit the Eſteem of the learned World. The 14. 
liſh are not without Dramatick Authors; | ſh) 
very Ipeedily give you my Sentiments of thr 
Stage. 

It is by no means ſurpriſing, that Poctry hat! 
been carried to ſuch a Huight in tuis Nation. Se- 
veral Perſons of the firſt Quality have not been 4 
ſhamed to become Votaries ot the Mules. J.. 
Lord Roſcommon, the Duke of Buckingham, 1; 
Earl ot Dorſer, and many others of high Birth, 
have favoured the Publick with Pieces not inferio 
to the Performances of firſt Rate Poets. Such 
noble Examples have excited the Emulation of the 
lower Sort: Every body naturally imitates Ma 
of I igure; and it is the ſingular Hippincls ot thi 
Enzljh, always to have ainong their Nobility, Men 
of diltinguiſhed Merit, and paſſionately tond 6 
Learning. I'o become taſhionable here, *is 10! 
neceljary, as in lome other Countries, to mimick 
certain ridiculous Grimaces, or to attect a co 
temptuous Sncer at the Sciences, or to treat al 
Meu ot Learning as Pedants. Such a Behavior, 
in Euglaud, would make a Man app.ar very nie 
culous, | 

Before I finiſh my Letter, I muſt obſerve c 
theſe happy Phenomina, one of theſe Won, 
which Nature produces, perhaps once in te!” 
Ages. I bis Phenominun, which bears ſo fads 
rable an Aspect to Ezzgland, and the Sciences.“ 
the preſent Uueen Conſort * This fjlutirions 177 
cels is not only above the Weakneſs of beds. 
but alſo unblemiſhed by the Detects whic? 


v4 vt 


* The late Queen caroline. 
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attend the greateſt of Men. She is an Ileroine, 1 

but a Philoſophick one. The Grandeur of her + 
Station is no Impediment to her good Nature, her 
Sweetneſs of T'emper and Affability. The Bur- 

den of a Crown doth not hinder her to protect 
aud cultivate the Sciences. Her Liberality extends 
to all the Neceſſitous, but eſpecially to Men of 
Learning under Misfortunes. 

It will ſurpriſe thee, my dear Iſuac, that fo many 
Virtues and good Qualities ſhould center in the 
ſame Perſon. Believe me, however, that all my 2 
Encomiums are infinitely ſhort of that Princel.'s * 

Merit. Thou knoweſt that the Luſtre of a Throne | 
is not apt to dazzle me. My Philoſophical Eves 
can diltinguiſh I'ruth through all the Splendour of 
E a Court; and when 1 can't declare it with Satety, 
U take Care to lay nothing. 1 leave to Dedication— 
Writers the fulſome Lask of flattering the Great. 
Ine Poet, if he will, may take the fame Indul— 
gence. Indeed the Muſes have fo long proſtituted 
their Praiſes, that they may now claim a Right by 
E Preſcription. How many I yrants! how many 
E dinpletons ! how many illuſtrious Villains! have 
they exalted to the Skies? But let never a Philo— 
ſopher diſgrace his Character, by violating Truth, 
or dy offering Incenſe to an inſignificant Idol. 
lake Care of thy Health, my dear {ſ22c; live 
content and happy, and let me hear trom tice. 


Een, 


FFC 
7 
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AARON MONCEC A r ISAAC ORN IS. 
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HE Engliſh, my dear Iſaac, have ſeveral MB A 
l Cuſtoms, which, in my Opinion, are 3 a 
0 fantallical as any that are obſerved amony "ip 
WW.” other Nations. I was lately invited to the Fe 0 
i neral of a certain Burgeſs of this City, where | i, 
| i tound it quite impoſſible tor me to comprehent a 

1 | the Ceremonies of that Office. To me they ap pe 
1 pear'd not a whit more reaſonable than fe! Rwe 
| q had obſerv'd at Paris on a like Occaſion. rh ic 
bs! In this Country, the Breath is no {ooner out, u Hof: 
5 tap fall a ſtripping the Body of every thing mate eue 
4 of Linen. A Mabometan is not more caretul n thei 
3 waſhing a dead Body, a Few is not more exact hin 
14 puritying, or a Papilt in muttering over it ſone ri. 
. juperſtitious Prayers, than the Eugliſh are in wia: ine 
„ ping it up in a Flannel Shroud. There are grei Wo; 
0 Numbers of theſe Grave Cloths al ways ready ac. i *þ 
1 and many get their Living by ſelling them. Thel to! 
We. is an expreſs Law, prohibiting the Ute Of iber 
1 thing about a dead Body that is not Woollen.“ ati. 


ſo muchas Thread of Flax, or Hemp, is empleo tbe 
in {owing a Shroud, 'tis a Crime againſt the d | 
However, at firſt, I was exceedingly ſurprb d“ Co 
this odd Cuſtom, when I came to underſtand E 
Reaſon, I was far from condemning the Ei 
be Intention of their Law, which forbids dat, 
ing in Linen, is to increaſe the Venen 
00.67 
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E\V oollen Goods, and ſo to encourage that Kind of 
Manufacture. Nothing ſure can thew a greater 
Concern for I rade, than to make the very Dead 
intereſt themſelves in it. This is an Improvement 
with a witnels. Indeed, if all their Funeral Rites 
were as rational, I ſhould as readily approve of 
them; but there are many of 'em that they them— 
ſclves cannot account tor: They freely acknow— 
ledge, that they can ſcare imagine any End they 
cem pothibly anſwer. 
= When the dead Man is well cquipp'd in his 
Moollen Robes, which are coarler or finer in pro- 
portion to his Rank, (for the Nazarexes, thou mult 
know, carry their Pride with them to the Grave) 
he mult lie two or three Days in the Middle of 
is Apartment, in caſe he may take it in his Head 
to come to Life again. I can aſſign no other 
Reaſon why they ſhould watch a dead Body tor 
two or three Weeks, till it is half putrified, bat 
this whimfical Notion. If this be the true Reaſon 
of the Cuſtom, I am pretty ſure it has been intro— 
euced at firſt by Fathers, without the Conlent of 
their Children and Heirs, Many of theſe would 
think themſeves miſerably baulk'd, ſhould their rica 
Friends embrace the Opportunity, and return from 
| ide other World to take Polleflion of their Eſtates 
Nagain. 
© But notwithſtanding all this ſeeming Care not 
to bury any till they are ſure they are dead, I find 
them generally leſs atfected with the Death of Re- 
{ations here, than in any other Country. After 
| * Deceaſed has ſnew'd himſelf obſtinately reſol- 
ved not to come to Lite, he is nail'd np in his 
Coffin, and carried to his Place of Interment, un- 
cer a large Black Pall border'd with White. This 
loomy Canopy is ſo wide, that ſix Men bear tte 
| Extremities of it without expoſing any Part of the 
Coffin to View. The Reformed Nazarexes alledge, 
5 B b 2 that 
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that all this is done out of Reſpe& to the Dex 
| ſhould have eaſily gueſſed that this was the Re. 
fon of the Ceremony, for I obſerve that all th; 
Europeans, except the Turks, take a ſingular Pris 
in having Pieces of Silk, or other Stuff, ſupported 
by their Servants at all publick Ceremonies. King 
have their Pages; a Counſellor of Parliament x 
Paris has his Train-bearer : The ſame Honour g 
done to a Biſhop in his Proceſſion ; but above al 
the Ladies are jealous of this Honour which re. 
tides in their Tails. There is not one of am 
Note among them, but expects to have it borne uy | 
alter her. Is not this, my dear ſaac, a pretty co. 
mical Mark of Glory. But to return to our Sub 
ject. | 

The Coffin thus covered with its Mourniny 
Veil, is preceded by a certain Number of gloom 


Fellows, who look like fo many Ser jeants, each 


carrying a long black Pole, tipp'd with Silver. 
Next, march the Parſons with an affected and ſo. 


len Air. The Parents, or near Relations, clok 


the Proceſſion, and make a diſmal Figure, in pro- 
portion to their real Sorrow for the Deccaſcd. i 
this Manner the Corpſe comes to the Church, wher: 
it is ſet down til! the Funeral Sermon be preach'd. 


This, for the moſt part, is a fulſome Panegyrict 


on the Deceaſed. Here they pay certain {ces 0 
the Parſon, and ſomething for the U le oi the Pal 
Each Pariſh has three of different Prices. 
The Engliſb Clergy, tho? they have extinguili 
the Fire of Romiſh Purgatory, retain, notwithitans 
ing, many Fancral Ceremonies, of which they mi: 
a very gainfut Market. They have changed Us 
Fopiſh Prayers tor the Dead, into a few harm, 
Compliments to their Memory. In this Relp'%, 
J can't but remark their Candour and 9incer!t! 
They can't think of receiving the Dues and Xe 
of Romiſh Prielts, without returning ſome 8. N 
| pilitoal 


JEWISH LETTERS. 277 


Spiritual Toys, by way of Barter, for the Money 
the) exact. f . 

Alfter the Corple is buried, the People who al- 
| filled return in the ſame Order to the Houle. There 
mey are entertain'd with Span and Claret Wine, 


ſometimes ſtov'd with Spices, together with Plenty 


ot other good Liquors. Every one takes ſo much 
as be thinks ſufficient to ſupport his Spirits, and 
crown his Sorrow. Even the Women, on ſuch 
anclancholy Occaſions, ſcruple not to comply with 
o ceaſonable a Cuſtom, and take their Glaſs very 


| Fccely. 


| find theſe Ceremonies of the Exgliſh Prote- 


Nants juſt as ridiculous as thoſe of the Papiſts, 
though, I muſt own, they have ſomething more 
gay and chearful. Inſtcad of long and doleſome 


Plalmodies, they content themſelves with a ſhort 
Funeral Sermon; and in room of the Popiſh Holy 


Water, wherewith they ſprinkle the Dead, the wi- 
er Churchmen have brought in a Glafs of gene- 
Exous Wine to chear the Living. We may compare 
Es Popiſh Burial to the diſmal Ceremonies of a 


Magician, when he's calling up the Ghoſt of ſome 


dead Man; whereas an Ezgl;þ Funeral differs 
little ſrom a modiſh Entertainment. Compliments 
and good Chear are united here. Of the two 
Ports of Folly 1 ſhall always prefer the gay and 
Ebumourſome, to the ſad and melancholy. 

© Perſons of Quality in this Country, are buried 
in the ſame Manner as at Paris. They are carried 
Ell a Hearſe, attended with a Number of Coaches 
zul! of Mourners and Friends. Thus they are 
Fonducted to Church, and interr'd in the Vaults, 
or Burying Places, of their reſpective Families. 
I contels, my dear Iſaac, that ! am aſtoniſhed 
ben | obſerve the Ceremonies of the Euglilh 
burch, and yet hear them exclaim bitterly againſt 
e like Fooleries in the Church of Rome. They 
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I'll undertake to prove (might I ſay to a Churc: 


little imagine that all theſe Reproaches reboung 
upon themſelves. I admit, that the Presbyterian; 
are pretty late from Cenſure, in this Reſpect. Their 
Ceremonies are few and ſimple, and confequent- 
ly leſs ſhocking to the Eyes of a Philoſoyher. 

Suppoſe, for Inſtance, I was a Nagarene Papil. 


man) not only that you have U ſages no leſs in. 
accountable than ours, but alſo that the very 
Thing wherewith you moſt reproach us, a: 
which, in Reality, never happen'd amongſt us, 
has fallen out many times amongſt yourſchves. 
How often have your Divines and Hiltorian; 
employ'd their Rhetorick againſt our Pope J 
nay, even your Poets have made themſelves 
merry with that Fiction. How happy, ſay you, 
was the Church, when thus govern'd by a Fe 
male Biſhop? Was not this a rare Succeſlor d 
St Peter? What did the Apoſtle think, when 
he looked down from Heaven, and ſaw his in- 
fallible Chair filPd with a buxom Lats? Ws 
it not a pleaſant Sight to obſerve her Holinel 
formally brought to bed of a little Popling, 1 
a publick Place? | 5 

This Railery, however, affects the Church cf 
England more than that of Rowe. This is a Point WW 
lam going to prove. If you ſuppoſe, with Men 
© of Learning and Candour of your own Fart), 
that the whole Story is a Forgery, you mult coil 
« ſequently own the whole Charge brought agaill 
dus to be mere Calumny: Nay, you mutt fit 
ther allow me to urge, that this is a plain Prod 
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« of your Partiality and Readinels to accuſe us 
« Things whereof we were never guilty. Dit! 
you chooſe the other Side, and obltinately mal 


real Fact; upon this Suppoſition I will make! 
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« poſſibly reflect Diſnonour upon our Church, ſince 
© that which happen'd but once amongſt us, has, 
© without Diſpute, often been your own Cafe. ls 
it not univerſally granted, that the Sovereign is 
© the Head of the Church in England? What do 
you think then of your Female Popes El:zaberh 
and Anne? You cannot therefore deny that all 
© your Pleaſantries may be turned againſt your- 
© ſelves. Did not the Marſhal de Biron boaſt that 
© he had ſeen the Head of the Church of England 
© dance? I know your Hiltorians ſtrenuoufſly de- 
© ny the Fact, and ſay, that your Queen Eliſabeth 
© did no more than play on a Harpſicord. But, 
be that as it will, you mult admit ſhe might have 
© danced, had ſhe ſo pleaſed ; nay more, ſhe might 
have imitated her Silter Pope, in every Particu- 
© lar, had ſhe not been endow'd with a little more 
© Diſcreton. Now let me ask, Would you think 
the worſe of your Church had this really hap- 
© pened? You will, no doubt, anſwer, that the 
Faults of a particular Perſon can by no means 
© affect any Religion. This is the very Argu- 
ment I advance, and I hope you will allow it 
equally ſtrong on my Side, as on your own: 
You can make no Reply but what will make 
againſt yourſelves. Perhaps you will alledge, 
that your Queen's being the Head of your Church 
is a Thing purely accidental; that it is only a 
honorary Title; and that none of them ever 
meddled with the Prieſtly Office. All this I ab- 
ſolutely deny, for they have a direct Authority 
over the Clergy; and if at any Time they have 
not uſed the Power which their Title gave them, 
it was merely becauſe they were willing to diſ- 
penſe with the Excrciſe of their Right. Indeed 
there was one among your Queens, who not 
only believed ſhe had Authority. to eſtabliſh Ce- 
* remonies 
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* remonies in the Church, but alſo to perform the 
* moſt ſublime Myſteries of Popery. 
When the Provinces of Zealand and Holla, 
offered, by their Embaſſadors, to acknowleg, 
Queen Elixabeth for their Sovereign, ſhe rejected 
the Propoſal, and endeavour'd to perſuade tien 
that they did wrong to revolt for ſuch a Teige 
as the Maſs. f you will not, ſaid ſhe to the Em. 
baſſadors, afſi/t at Maſs, as a religious Cereminy, 
go to it as you would go to a Play. Suppoſe 1 750 
it in my Head to act this Scene, and ſay Muſs be. 
fore you, would you ran away? I know you wouli 
not, but quietly look on. NVuu ſee I am not ill pre. 
© pared for the Office J am clothed in a white Hole, 
© and that is the main Thing in the Buſineſs. 


GG NS „ 


A 


. - © Do you think that a Queen, who was ſo well 


© verſed in the Ceremonial of a foreign Church, 
© as to perform it on Occaſion, could be unac- 
© quainted with the Rites of that Church of which 
© the was the Head? Can we imagine that lc, 
© who made ſo bold with the Offices of another 
Church, could be at all diffident of her Right to 
«© perform thoſe of her own? For my Part, lan 
© of Opinion, that, if Queen Eligabeth had taken 
© a Fancy to preach, none of her Subjects nad 3 
« Right to cenſure her Doctrine.” Thus would! 
realon with an Eugliſn Churchman. 

Obierve, my dear Iſaac, how different Sects at- 
tack one another on the weak Side, and one cha1yes 
his Adverſary with the very ſame Fault which he 
is guilty of himſclf. The Presbyterians judecd 
may, with ſome Grace, throw Pope Joau into tie 


Dich of the Fapiſts, becauſe they are ſecure trom 3 


Recrimination. The eſtabliſhed Church in £44- 


land ſeems to be the Mean between the Church of 


Rome and that of Geneva: She has not ſo many 


Ceremonies as the former, nor has ſhe the go” 
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; city of the latter; ſhe ſeems afraid of doing too 
much on the one Hand, and of doing too little on 
| the other. "14." | 


: % | 
Adieu, my dear 1ſaac. Live content and happy. 


XXX N* 
London, © 
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LETTER. CXLII. 


AARON MONCECA fo ISAAC ONIS. 


which I was a Spectator a few Days ago, 
gave Occaſion to ſome ſerious Reflections 


f A Very melancholy Scene, my dear Iſaac, of 


on the Power of Prejudice. One would be aſto- 
niſhed to imagine what Lengths this Prepoſſeſſion, 
aud a falſe Love of Glory will ſometimes carry 


Men. 
One of my Friends propoſed my going to 4 


Show, which he ſaid would be very entertaining. 
asked him ſeriouſly, if there was any thing cus 
rious in it? Nothing, laid he, can be more divert 
ig; you'll ſee the fineſt Rope- dancers in the World. 
be grave Air of my Friend perſuaded me, that 


be was in earneſt, and therefore | came into his 


Propoſal. He carried me two or three hundred 
bPaces without London, along a great Road where 
was an infinite Number of Spectators thronging 
together. But judge, my dear Iſaac, how great 


was my Surpriſe, When coming up to the Place, 


law a Gibbet, on which they were inſtantly to 
„„ ; | hang 
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hang npwards of a Score of Highwaymen az 
Thieves. How zow.! (ſaid 1 to my F riend) 15 th; 
the charming Shew vn promiſs'd me? Hoe by 

Parience, (replied he) the Play will preſently begin, 
They 2 wait for the Actors, who are juſt ut un 
Road, driving full Speed. That very Moment! 
heard a prodigious Noiſe, and, turning about, ſay 
a Cart full of People, ſeveral of whom were g. 
ceedingly well dreſs'd. Ay ay! (ſays my Fricnd) 

the very Looks of theſe Sparks, I gueſs that the 
lay will be well ated. Pray (faid I) who 
abe People in the Cart, and what are they cum 

here for? Come here for! (replied he) 1, i 

are the chief Actors of this Day's Comedy. 


I began then to view them a little more aitc:- WF - 
tively; and as the Cart drew near, I percceiv'd ti; i 


each of thefe Perſons, drefs'd in ſuch a gay Mat 1 4 
ner, had a Cord about his Neck, by which he was 
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i 4 to be hang'd vp next Moment. I was going 0 95 
* ask my Friend the Meaning of that gaudy Dreis, WF .- 
3 which appear'd to me fo unſuitable to the mea of 
5 choly Occaſion; but I was diverted from it by n .. 
1 Harangue of one of the Highwaymen. He ſtas . „ 
1 vp very unconcernedly; and after he had cough't, WW 5 
be hemm'd, and wiped his Face, he ſtretch'd ona 

„ Pair of White Gloves, which he pull'd out of 5 „. 
11 Pocket, and then addreſs'd himſelf to the Crow, th 


and told em, that God had permitted him to come 4 
to that untimely End, not for the Robberies he hd | 
committed, but for playing at Cards on Sundas, Ba. 
Had it not been for 1%, Sin, he fancied, his ot 5, 
Crimes would never have been diſcover'd, and de We, 
_ have quietly carried on his Trade all s 
Days. | | 5 
White this Patibulary Orator was ſpecching " We, 
with great Fluency, one of his Companions V* Wee jj 
making a thonſand wry Faces, and comical oy T6 
ſtures; and every now and then dropping an = * 
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ward Jeſt, to make the Spectators laugh. If I had 
not known before-hand how this Farce would end, 
I ſhould have imagin'd myſelf at ſome Mounte- 
© bank's Stage. Our Highway man ſpoke pretty much 
like one of theſe itinerant Doctors, when he is 
letting off the Properties of his Packets; and the 
other Fellow, who diverted the Company with Gri- 
E mace and dumb Shew, was the perfect Picture of 
a Merry Andrew or Fack Pudding. 
As 1 was obſerving with the utmoſt Attention, 
© whether this falſe Bravery, and affected heroiſm, 
of theſe unhappy Wretches, would hold out to 
the laſt, the Hangman, having before tied the Ropes 
to the Gallows, gave a ſudden Laſh to the Horles, 
E which preſently carried away the Theatre from un- 
der the Actors, and left them ſuſpended in the Air. 
pon this, a great Number of People ran up to 
E ſhorten their Pain. Some pull'd them by the Feet, 
others gave them great Blows upon the Stomach. 
by the Eaſe and Compoture with which all this 
was done, I perceiv'd that the Exgliſh have nothing 
of that wiſe Delicacy which appears in other Na- 
tions, and fills them with juſt Horror at thoſe 
: = 7 their Crimes bring themſelves to a violent 
Death. | 
When I returned from this diſmal Spectacle, I 1 
was (till affected with the Inſenſibility of ſome of 
theſe Malefactors, and had the Curioſity to enquire 
of my Friend the Reaſons of this ſtrange Conduct. 
Pray (ſaid I) how came theſe two Highwaymen to 
eck an Air of Bravery beyond any of their Fellow 
© Sufferers? The Reaſon (reply'd my Friend) was 
is; they were ambitions of the Honour of dying like 
I: (entlemen of Spirit. In other Countries, when a 
N Criminal i condemn'd, he can think of nothing bat 
be other World, and how to prepare himſelf for 
Fi Death. But here it is quite otherwiſe; a Man of 
Courage thinks only bow he may wipe off the * 
4 | 0 
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of his Puniſhment, by his intrepid Way of bearics.. 
His firſt Care is to get bimſelf wn Day). 
fpowaer'd; then he muſt be dreſs'd in a Spruce Max. 
ner, partly with the Air of a Funeral, and parth 
with that of a Wedding. Laſt of all he Prepares ; 
Speech, ſuch as you have juſt now heard, and delivy; 
it with a Grace at the Gallows; a Copy of thi 
Dying Speech he gives to the Parſon who atten; 
him, and who gives his Word to ſee it printed 
What! (ſaid I, aſtoniſh'd at what I had heard 
aud will all the vile Stuff which that Fellow nite"; 
juſt mow, be publiſh'd to the World? I hill u 
longer wonder that the moſt part of your Malefaclir, 
in this Country, die like Beaſts, and without ih 
leaſt Signs of Kemorſe; or, like Ideots, ſpend ter 
laſt Moments in playing Tricks to divert a Hol 
Is it poſſible that a Nation who pride themſelre 
in their diltinguiſh'd good Senſe, ſhould permit th 
publick Executions to be thus burleſqu'd, and cor: 
ſequently all the Crimes that diſturb Society to“ 
<encouraged? Shame has ſometimes a ſtronger li. 
-< fluence on the Mind than the Fear of Puniſhment 
How many Men would riſque their Lives to rei 
the Advantage of ſome criminal Enterpriſe, it ti: 
Fear of expoling their Families to eternal [ntamy, 
did not reſtrain them? But in this Country thy 


not only make a Jeſt of any Diſgrace reflected 01 


the Relations of a Criminal, but alſo endeavou!, 
eas much as poflible, to abate the Shame of | 
Execution. Notwithſtanding the Murders 31s 
Villanies of his Life, a Malefactor may acquit 
the Eſteem of his Country at his Death; he ne 
(only but die like a Beaſt, or a Madman, and he 
4 ſure of the Character of a brave Fellow. Wit 
k conſider this, I can't but wonder that the Num 
aber of Criminals is not much greater in EAG 
a than it really is; for all imaginable Pains, 0. 


would think, is taken to encreaſe them. 4 
: | | . 
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they are puniſh'd, but this Puniſhment carries o 


ES little Shame in it, that the Sutferer dies with an 
Air of Inſenſibility and Impudence, and, inſtead 


of a juſt Abhorrence of his Memory, tne Hiltory 


ES of his Bravery is publiſhed, and tranimitted to Po— 
© [tcrity. CE | 

It, inſtead of applauding the ®upid Harangue of 
ES the hardened Wretch, who has the [Impudence to 
make a jeſt of his own Death, his Behaviour met 
ES with proper Contempt; if his Inſenfibility and ill 
FS placed Courage drewiupon him the double Indig— 
nation of Spectators, Men, who by the ordinary 
Behaviour of Malefactors, are encouraged to tread 
in their Steps, would be deterr'd by the Conlide- 
ration of the Conſequences of fuch Crimes. The 
bear of Infamy would be a more powerful Re- 
ES :traint than the Apprehenſion or a violent Death, 
the Horror of which is greatly allay'd by the Ap- 
plauſe they expect from the Reœſolution with which 


iz, 
* 


they die. With me indeed it is a Queſtion who 
has the greater Share of Folly, whether the Man 
$ who applauds a hardned Criminal, or the Crimi— 


nal who imagines he can efface his Guilt by ſhew- 
ing no Remorſe for it.“ 


All theſe Reaſons, dear Iſaac, made no Impreſ- 
Hons on my Friend; nay, he even pretended to 


defend this wn Sr Abuſe, founded on nothing 


put ridiculous Prejudice, and thought he had ac- 


Duitted himſelf to Purpoſe, when he alledged the 
Hhatural Intrepidity of the Ezglifh, and their Con- 
Egcmpt of Death. I. is, ſaid. l, for this very A ea- 
on they ſhould have other [Motives to reſtrain thein. 


#1f Criminals are not reſtrained by the I error of 


E# Death, you mult have Recourſe to ſome other 

Methods to deter them from Miſchief. In other 
Countries where the Dread of Death terrifies e- 
nougzh, it may be excuſable to abate fomcthing of 
ET infamy in their Executions, becauſe all the Ends 


Vo L. III. C c Of 


— — 5 


— — —2 
Fa 


c P — —_—_——_—— x —— neo 
> - _ - * 2 23 I: — 8 — . 1 1 8 
— — —ͤ — — 9 ——_ ů — S 


— 


* - > 
— >. ” — 
—— —ͤ— 


of leſſening the Infamy due to thoſe Miſereant 
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Ihougghts of being hang'd without Confeſſion. 
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of Puniſhment is otherwiſe anſwered : But amopaſt 
you, Engliſh, the Caſe is different; the Fear gf 
Death alone will never keep you to your Duty! 
All theſe Arguments my Friend anſwered with 
Laugh. I muſt own, that, in this Reſpcct, tte 
Engliſh appear to be a very odd Sort of People. 
1 make no Doubt, my dear Jſaac, but thou wi! 
be as much ſhock'd as 1, at this ridiculous Pradice 


who die by the Hater; and thou wilt own, tha 
there are ſome Prejudices amongſt the politeſt Na. 
tions, in every Reſpect, as ridiculous as thoſe of 
rude Savages. Any Man, who will uſe his Res- 
ſon, may ealily ſee, that it is a leſs Miſtake to puh 
the Severity againſt Malefactors too far, than, bj 
a falle Pity towards them, to injure Society. All i 
Methods ſhould be invented that can {trike ſuch 
Wretches with Terror, eſpecially if they pretend 
to dare Death itſelf. | 

Ihe Duky of Yandoſme, during the laſt War in 
Italy, cauſed a great Number of Banditti to be 
hang'd up, but without being able to deſtroy that 
peſtilent Breed; for every Day new Murders wei 
committed, either from Jealouſy or ſome private 
Quarre]. The General, troubled at theſe Dilor 
ders, bethought himſelf of a Remedy to the grow 
ing Evil: Laying hold on the Italian Foible, vis, 
Superſtition, he gave Orders that every one col 
victed of Murder ſhould inſtantly be hang'd wid. 


cure from their Prieſts the neceſſary Pailports i 
the other World. This Method had the «cl 
red Effect; it tercified theſe Villains infinite! 
more than Death. They could boldly run the 
Riſque of the Gallows, but could not bear tis 


When I was at Paris, the Chevalier de Aal 


told me a Story of a Soldier, who being concen 
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ſuch 


tend 


ar in 
0 de 
that 
were 
vate 
ilor- 
row: 
U!2, 
con- 
with⸗ 
pro- 
8 10 
del 
tel 
1 the 
x tie 
n. 

Lai 
dem- 


ned 


JEWISH LETTERS. 285 


ned to be ſhot, refuſed obſtinately to ſubmit to the 
popiſh Ceremonies preſcribed on tuch Occaſions : 
All the Arguments they conld uſe were not able 
E:o make him alter his Reſolution. In vain did 
they tell him that he was a Prey to Devils, and 
that he mult burn for ever in Hell. In this jullen 
Ditpoſition, he was led forth to his Execution. 
by the Way, he had the Curioſity to ask, where 
Je was to be buried. Lo which it was anſwered, 
bat his Body would be throws into a common Sewer. 
bat ſaid he, ſhan't I be buried in conſecrated 
Ground? By no means, replied the Prieſt who at— 
tended him; ace you reſolve not to die like a Chri- 
lian, you ſhall not hade the Huuour io lie among ft 
Flein when you are dead, Ihe Thoughts of not 


eng interred in holy Ground made a deeper ln- 


Prreſlion on this Fellow's Mind than the I car of 
eternal Damnation. He was unconcerned at his 
Poul's going to Hell, but could not bear that his 
ody ſhould be thrown into a common Sewer. 

& bchold, my dear 1ſaac, the great Effects that 
Same will produce, even in the Mind of the moſt 
Ebardncd Criminal. There always remains in the 
E Breaſt of the moſt abandon'd Wretch, ſuch a De- 
gree of Selt-love as will make them 1ſenlible of 
any Expreſſion of Abhorrence towards them, For 
lis Keaton I think it not only juſt, but even ex- 
Wpcdient, to fix a Brand of Intamy upon the Rela- 
tions of ſuch as have died by the Hand of a Hang- 
man. lhe Diſhonour, which reflects from the 
Malefactor on thoſe who are molt dear to him, 


is a Curb that will reſtrain moſt Men. 


* 


ho is quite infenſibte of any Fear of Death, can- 
not, however, find in his Heart to bring perpetual. 
Infamy on a Father, a Mother, a Wife, or Chil- 
garen. | 2 | 

8 | know, it may be objected, that this Rule ſeems 
eontrary to Juſtice, in regard it involves the In- 
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nocent in that Puniſhment which the Guilty only 
have deſerved. In Anſwer, we ſhould conſider 
that it is abſolutely impoſſible that any Laws can 
be tramed ſo as never to be attended with any In- 
convenience to particular Perſons ; it is ſufficient 
it they are evidently calculated for the Benefit ot 
the greater Part. This is the Opinion of a great 
Philoſopher, who, in order to prove the Equity of 
the Romany Laws relating to inſolvent Debtors, 
atlerts, that it is better a ſmall Number ſhould lol: 
the Benefit of a juſt Excuſe, than that every body 
ſhould have a ſpecious Pretext to evade a jul 
Debt *. 

Adieu, my dear Iſaac. Let Contentment and 
Succeſs attend thee in all thy Affairs. 


* N 
London, x 


* Catius enim erat 4 paucis etiam juſtam excuſationem non att, 
quam ab omnibus aliquæm tentari, Seneca de Beneficiis, Lib. VII 
Cap. xvi. | 
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LETTER CXLIIII. 


IS AAC ONIS Fo AARON MON cE ca. 


halt favoured me with an Account of the 
learned Men in England, have put me 01 
reflecting what great Men our own Nation has 
produced, and how they are unknown even t0 


molt of the Learned themſelves. The Nazar 
| general) 


1 HE Letters, dear Monceca, wherein tho 


> 


de 


ny WM generally are of Opinion, that our Brethren are 
der, WWF plunged in groſs Ignorance, and that Obſtinacy is 
can the grand Support of our Religion. Some of their 
In- Doctors have taught a very ſtrange Sort of Doc- 
ient WT trine, and utterly inconſiſtent with right Notions 


ol the ſupreme Being. They maintain, that God 
permits the Unbelief of the 7ſraelzzes, in order to 


y of confirm the Faith of the Nazareues Now, can 
ors, any thing be more palpably falſe? Let us ſuppoſe, 
lole for Argument's Sake, that the Few:/ Religion is 
doch falſe; Would it not be (till abſurd to imagine, 
jult chat God ſhould deſtroy and damn a Number of 


bis Creatures, merely to afford Means of Salva- 
tion to the reſt? Is it neceſſary for him to make 
E uſe of ſuch a cruel Stratagem to keep fome People 
ſtedfalt in their Belief? The Nazarene Vanity ap- 


ſuch an Abſurdity. Is it not enough, that they 


Win they further engage God in the Quarrel, and 
make him acceſſory ro their Cruelties, in direct 
Contradiction to his eſſential Goodnels? We may 

_ {WW ccaſe wondering, my dear Monceca, at the Pride 

of certain Philoſophers, who would make us be- 

lere, that the whole Univerſe was made for the 
dak of Man alone; that numberleſs Worlds, vaſt— 
I larger than this which we inhabit, and that fo, 
many Suns, bigger and brighter than that which 

| enlightens our Syſtem, are ſcatter'd and ſhine thro” 

i de boundleſs Expanſe, for no other End but to 

entertain the Sight of a miſerable Worm upon the 

-hod | little Spot of our Earth. This Opinion, how- 

the er abſurd, is, notwitaltanding, more reaion.ble 

- on than to believe that God makes one Soul cte nal 

e miſerable, to furniſh out Means tor another to 

1 become eternally happy. 5 

ebe: Viſions of this Stamp are ſo glaringly ridicn- 

mT that it is eaſy to expoſe them, even to the 


U 2823 meaneſt 
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E pears moſt flagrant in their pretending to defend 


E themſelves load us with the moſt bitter Contempt? 
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meaneſt Capacity: But the Nazareze Divines wil 
not indulge us the Privilege of confuting their Fr. 
rors. When one of our Rabbies writes a Bog! 
in our Defence, our Adverſaries are forbid, unde; 
the ſevereſt Penalties, to read it: And in ſym: 
Countries they carry the Matter ſo far, as to de. 
prive even the Jews themſelves. of the Benefit of 
ſuch Inſtructions. In Italy, for Inſtance, we ar: 
prohibited to have, in our Cuſtody, the Commen- 
taries of Abarbinel on the Minor Prophets. Thou 
knowelt, my dear Moxceca, what an excellent Book 
that is; the more our Enemies condemn it, the 
more they repreſent it as dangerous, 1o much the 
more ſhould we elteem it. The Jealouſy and Ty: 
ranny of their Prieſts hath not been ſatisfied with 
prohibiting this ſingle Performance: Several 0f 
their Doctors have aflerted, that it is convenient, 
yea, and even neceflary. to prohibit all the Work; 
of that Author, becauſe they are capable to con- 
firm us in our Religion *. Is it not a pretty Way 
of refuting a Book, by ſuppreſſing it? What will 
the Learned; nay, what will even thoſe, who ule 
their Reaſon ever ſo little, think of ſuch a Con- 
duct? 

Indeed it is not without Reaſon that the Naz 
renes are afraid of the Spirit and Learning of Abe. 
b:iuel, That illuſtrious Rabbi was nothing infer! 
or to our famous Maimonides. Whatever Malice 
our Enemies have ſhewed againſt his Writings, 
they readily own, that, in all his Interpretations, 
that have nothing to do. with the Few: Contro- 
verſies, he is judicious, clear, and full of Can 
dour. Can they fay more in his Favour? * 

canno 


In his etiam pluribus in locis canino dente chriſtianam rel f onin 
wordet & lacerai: ideoque meritè illorum lectio & retentio 40 7 71 
6 „ „en dr palin 
terdicla eſt, nec eos apud ſe retinere audent, publice ſal em & fv 
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cannot expect they will ever approve of what makes 


| againſt themſelves. 


The Merit of Abarbinel was ſuch, that it pro- 


| cured him the Eſteem of many of the Nazarezes, 
| When he died, ſeveral of the Venetian Nobleinen 
attended his Funeral, together with tie principal 


ews of Padua. It was in a Church-yard of that 


| City where they buried this learned Few ; and ſome 
Time after, they interred Fadah Mentz in the lame 
place. I'his Rabbi was allo a very eminent Man: 
He died Rector of the Academy of Padua. All 
E the Men of Letters will allow him to have had 
a quick and lively Imagination, and an eaſy Way 
of ſpeaking and writing: However, he had neither 
the Knowlenge of Manaſſeh Ben Iſruel, nor the 
E vaſt Learning of Solomon Ben Hir ga. The Conci- 
E liator of the firſt mention'd Rabbi is truly an ex- 
cellent Work; and the Hiſtory of the Fews, writ- 
ten by the latter, is a Performance that deſerves 
the higheſt Elteem. 


Abraham deBalmis deſerves a Place among the moſt 
diſtinguiſh'd Literati of our Nation. This excellent 


Phyſician, Philoſoper and Grammarian, compoſed a 


Book of ſingular Uſe in the Study of the Hebrew 


Tongue. A Nazarene Critick did not, however, 
fſpare this great Man. As he had too much Can- 


dour to determine poſitively in Matters, which to 


& him appear'd beyond the Reach of human Know- 


ledge; and as he would examine T hings thorow- 
ly, before he admitted them tor abſolutely certain, 
he has been charged with having a Deſign to de- 
ſtroy all former Syſtems, without intending to e- 
ſtabliſh any new one in their Sread. Thus, becauſe 
he was not raſh or dogmatical, he muſt needs be 


branded with the Name of Sceptick f. 


The Nazarenes lie ſo at the Catch, for every 


Z thing that may blaſt the Reputation of our Au— 


| thors, 
4 Munſterus in Prefat. Gram, apud Spixelii Felicem Literatum, P. 918. 
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thors, that they ſcarce ſpare any. They ſee 10 
direct all their Force chiefly againſt thoſe who hay: 
the greateſt Merit. Thou knoweſt, my dear A. 
ceca, that it is to the leained Akiba we are Indeht- 
ed for all the valuable Knowledge we have with 
reſpect to the Oral Law. Tho” I am a profeſs; 
Caraite, yet | muſt ingenuouſly own, that, if uo. 
thing had been added to the Writings of this Rab. 
bt, all that he has written, concerning the Org 
Law, deſerves to be received by every true Il 
ite, to whatever Sect he belongs. However, the 
diſtinguiſh'd Merit of this great Man cannot fe 
cure him againſt the Malice of the Nazarene Doc 


tors. They repreſent him as a Man of little Lear 


ning, a cunning Fellow, and an Impoſtor. | 
khis Manner they traduce our famous Kabbvi, who, 
by his Candour and Knowledge, merits the bo- 
fiourable Title of Sethumataab, or the Authentici, 

It muſt, notwithſtanding, be allowed, that it all 
the Books which the Fews attribute to Aka were 
truly genuine, the Nazarezes would have Reaſon 
to reject them, as ſtuffed with Lies and Fables 
In this Re ſpect they would do no more than thc 
Caraites themſelves. But it would be great Inju- 
ftice to the Learning and Merit of that Rabbi, to be- 
Tieve that all the Reveries in the Talmud could claim 
him as their Author. It can't indeed be denied, thut 
Akiba was the firſt Compiler of the Deuteroſes, ot 
Fewiſh Traditions, and that he collected, into ons 
Book what Hillel, Simeon, and other Doctors, bad 
written on that Subject; but it can never be thought, 
that ſo learn'd a Man could poflibly digeſt all tie 
Extravagancies which we now ſee in the Tal 


It muſt have been ſome who came after him, and 


invented thele Abturdities,. or, at leaft, had tle 


| Weaknelts to tranfmit them to Poſterity. Tit 


moſt zealous Partizans of the Talmud are force 


to own, that Akiba was dead before Rabbi Judi 
compoſe 
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E compoſed the Miſua, or Feruſalem Talmud. | They 
alledge, indeed, that the latter was born the very 


Day that the former died: But ſure they have little 
Reaſon to add, upon this Occaſion, that, when 
one Sun was eclipſed, another appear'd in the Ho- 
Erizon*. I proteſt, my dear Monceca, a Man mult 
be a thorow Slave to Prejudice, who can diſcern 
the leaſt Reſemblance between theſe two Rabbies. 
declare to thee, that long before I had a Thought 
Kot becoming Caraite, I always looked upon the 
Zone as a firſt Rate Scholar, and on the other as 
Jan Author of very little Credit. 

Heaven has, at laſt, diſpelled the Darkneſs that 
covered my Eyes: I have diſcerned the Folly of 
theſe pretended Traditions, and have therefore re- 
jected them. I made not this Step raſhly, and 
without a careful Enquiry into the Matter. It 
was with Judgment and Reaſon that I exploded 
the Talmud, with all its idle Dreams: At leaſt I'm 
perſuaded, that I neglected no Mean to come at 
the Truth; and therefore, if J am (till in an Error, 
doubt not but the Deity, who knows my good 
Intentions, will forgive me. To me it ſeems ut- 
terly impoſſible, that God ſhould be the Author of 
theſe childiſh Obſervances, which our Rabbies 
Ez would palm upon us. Can it be thought that ever 
be ſhould deſcend ſo low, as to the Neceſſities to 
v hich we are ſubjected by the Make and Structure 
of our Bodies? ls it not amazing Folly, to think 
that Religion has any thing to do with the Man- 


* | * 
3 = fol exortus eſt, & fol occidit, Defence of the Antiquities 


ner of our eaſing Nature? And yet ſome of our 
Kabbies have not bluſh'd to ſettle diſtinctly the Ce- 
temonial of that ſecret Office. In the firſt Place, 
they enjoin us never to turn our Breech but either 
to the North or South; next, we are forbid to 


remove 


N: Judah princeps natus eft illo die quo obiit R. Aliba, de que 
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remove our Garments, but in a fitting Poſture: and Fil 
the third ſacred Rule in this important Buſineſ * 
that we always take care to uſe the Leit Hand 
and not the Right, in Affairs of this Nature 
: Such are the goodly Myſteries of the Law 
which can never be diſpenſed with! And, tg 
give the greater Weight ro theſe Impertinencicx 
they are foilted into the Writings of Ak:bs, por 
whom they would gladly father theſe Baitard Vre. 
eepts. But it is impoſſible to believe, that a Man 
of his Learning ſhould have gone into ſuch lor 
and pititul Abſurdities. They only make uſe d 
this great Name to give Sanction to their on1 
fantaſtical Dreams. | 
The Rabbies, dear Monceca, have done as muck 
Prejudice to the Few: Religion, by their ine. 
tinent Traditions, as the Nazarene Monks har 
done to theirs, by their ſhameful Superltiion, 
The weak Performances, both of the one and the 
| Other, have prejudiced Men of Senſe againlt al 
Books, in general, which treat of the Cerem- 
nies of both Religions. They are fo ſcandal 
at the many Foolries which they fee not only tt 
lerated, but even approved and highly comment 
ed, that they will never be perſuaded that ther: 
can be any good Writers in theſe Communion, 
where they receive, as uſeful and neceſſary Rule, 
ſuch groſs Abſurdities, as are ſcarce pardonavt 
among Idiots themſelves. . | 
Thus, through a Prejudice fatal to our Men 
Learning, the Nazarezes make no Diſtinction be. 
tween our Rabbies, but condemn all in the Lum. 
For no better Reaſon, the Proteſtants concen 
ſeveral excellent Books written by Catholick „ 
BEE: 2 52 | | | vines; 
- * Dixit Akiba. Tria didici, 1. Quod non verſus orien T 
occidentem, ſed verſus ſeptentrionem & auſtrum convertere 113 dba 
2. Quod non in pedes erectum, ſed jam con ſidentem, ſe retegert du 
3. Nod poder non dextrd ſed /iniſtra manu alſtergendus ſit. Bas 
jetha in Maſſ. Berach. Fol. 62. 
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Fines; ſuch as, the Moral Eſſays of M. Nicole; 


oe he der mons of F ather Bardaloue, and many others. 

1:14 bey raſhly judge of all the Popiſh Books of Pie- 

by the Legend Ot St Frances, the Life of Mary 

N Hlacofue, the Works of the Monk Ceſarias, the 

F 4 / hyſtical City of God, and ſuch like Feſuitical Per- 

05 Pimances. On the other Hand, there are but tew 

pol Fapiſts who will give themſelves the Trouble to 

d bre Wiltinguith between a judicious Proteltant, and a 

Mere Vilionary, who waits tor the Accompliſh- 

_ ent of the pretended Prophecies of Jurieu, or 

TY eds himſelf with ſuch ridiculous Chimeras. Theſe 

- 0177 ee the unhappy Effects of that Prejudice occaſio- 
ed by weak and wicked Writers, againſt the Re- 

my eion which they profeſs. | 

re. Farewel, dear Monceca. May'ſt thou be ever 

c kr e, content and proſperous. 
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Jen of 

on be. | 

Lum; ITHIN theſe few Days, my dear Mon- 
ndemi Ceca, L have got acquainted with a Sama- 
ck DR ritan Few. He has ſet me right with re- 


vines ect fo many Things, of which formerly I bad 
1m every confuſed Ideas. I looked upon all the 
ace tan to be notorious Hereticks, funk in an 
1 5 dyls of Error. 1 fancied, that they had not ſo 
= | much 
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much as one Ceremony which did in the leaſt te- 
ſemble thoſe of the ancient Hraelites; nay, 1 wow WM © 
ſcarce allow, that their Worſhip had any thing in Wi th 
common with the modern eus; but now my bh 
Prejudices are entirely removed, and 1 am com 
vinced of my groſs Miſtake. ig 

Of all the Fewiſh Sects, the Samaritans devine i 
leaſt from the Cuſtoms of our Fathers. Numbes © 
of them live at Gaza, at Damaſens, at Cairo, bu ſe 
chiefly at Sichem, which is now called Neaju;, . 
They offer Sacrifices on Mount Gerizim, and tre. MF P. 
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nuouſly maintain, that this is the only true Place 0 

N Where the God of Jſrael ſhould be worſhipped. u 
. Defence of this Opinion, they appeal to a Paige WF = 
h of their Pexzaztench *, which, they ſay, our Ancei- WF x 
| tors have groſly corrupted, by ſubſtituting Mount | 
Ebal (from whence the Curſes were pronounced) 4 


inſtead of Mount Gerixim, from whence the Peo- 3 ( 
ple were bleſſed. The Samaritans inſiſt allo on WWF 
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i Preſcription, and the uninterrupted Succeſſion of Wk » 
1 their High Prieſts on this Mount. They furthet WF F 
Wy plead Hiltory t, and Tradition, with the tacit Con- e 
1 feſſion of the Author of the Chriſtian Religion, „ 


L A 
— — 
> 
* by 


who did not contradict what the Woman of d Wt x 
maria alledged, viz. That their Fathers worjhupp1 WW 10 
on Mount Gerizim +. The ſame Charge of cor WW 
rupting the Text, which the Samaritaus exhioite t 
againſt our Fathers, has been adopted by ſome A ; 
zarene Doctors, who little imagine, that, in cae We f. 


the Charge be good, it will affect themſelves o 
lefs than us. As this Hypotheſis is attended will We . 
terrible Conſequences, it will give me ſingular S- n 
tisfaction to have thy Thoughts upon the Subject. WT 
Ihe Samaritan, from whom J learn'd all this, * 
aſſured me, that their Priclts are, to this Day, dv 
the Family of Aaron; and that they never ney = 


* Deut. XXvii. 4. |} Foſeph. Antiq, Lib. IV. Cap. ult. and 
Lib. XIII. Cap. iii. t Fohn iv. 20, 21. 
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out of that Houſe, leſt thereby they ſhould ſully 
the Honour of the Sacerdotal Race. He aſſerts 
further, that the Altar, upon which they ſacrifice, 
is the very ſame which the Children of ae! built, 
when they paſſed over Jordan. 

I muſt own to thee, my dear Monceca, that I 
can ſcarce give Credit to this Story. To me it 
ſeems worthy of a Place in the fabulous Collec- 
tions of the Rabbies. If any thing could make it 


© which the Samaritans have always preſerved the 
E Cuſtoms of their Anceſtors, and whatever comes 
E tranſmitted under the venerable Name of Anti- 
E quity. They ſtill make uſe of the old Hebrew 
Characters: Theſe differ much from thoſe in 
E uſe among us, and which were the Invention 
of Ezra, after the Return from the Babyloniſh 
© Captivity. a 

E Thou wilt eaſily believe, my dear Mozcecs, that 
people ſo much attach'd to the Uſages of our ear- 
lieſt Forefathers, as the Samaritans are, will be far 
enough from admitting all the Reveries of the 7al- 
mud as Rules of Faith. They go further in this 
Matter than even the Caraites themſelves, acknow- 
ledging no other Scriptures but the Peutateuch on- 
ly: They look upon the reſt of the ſacred Code 
to be indeed Hiſtories written by pious Men, aſ- 


thority, with reſpect to the Articles of Faith. 

It is no difficult Matter to diſcover the Error of 
the Samaritans in this Point: For, ſince they allow 
that theſe Books were written by the very Perſons 
whoſe Names they bear, and that their Authors 
were pious Men, enlighten'd by the Spirit of God, 
why ſhould they ſcruple to admit the Authority of 
by the Books themſelves? If it could be made ap- 
£8 pcar, that theſe who compoled the Talmud were 
Vor. III. Dad Men 


8 e 
R 


I probable, it muſt be the extraordinary Care, with 


| liſted by the Spirit of God, but of no deciftive Au- 
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181 C $170 . . | F 
Mei of Learning, much more if it could he c.. 
ne 


n:00trated that they were under the Direction 0 
Heaven, the Caraites would not heſitate to recen s 
it. 1 
If we would refuſe abſolute Credit to any Boo. Ne 
tis necefiary we-deny the Inſpiration of the 4. Mc: 
thor: For, ſhall it be once admitted that a Bo pe 


was Written by divine Inſpiration, the natura! Coy. WW! 
ſequence is, that we ought to ſubmit to every Ih ME C 
contained in it. Nothing can be more ridicnog n 
than to pretend to make a Diſtinction between th: Wt! 
Writings of Men, who were equally under the . 
Direction of Heaven. Indeed we can't conceir: 
how there can be different Degrees of Jnſpiration: 0 
ail Books therefore, who have a juſt Claim to thi un 
Priviledge, deſerve equal Credit. 2, 
A famous German Divine * went near to min MW" 
tain this ablurd Opinion. In the Heat of a Dil t 
pute, he advanced a Propoſition, which his a c 
* verſaries from that Time have often tarown nee 
0 | Teeth. He affirmed, that the Work of a ceitin t 
ancient Divine JF, whom tne Nazarenes genera! i * 
eſteem as one of their Apoſtles, was low, meat, 
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and like Chaft, in compariſon of the Writings d 4 
other Doctors of their Religion. His Enemizs 1 


did not fail to improve this Advantage againli hin 1 
To that he was forced at laſt to acknowledge b 1 
Error: And even his moſt zealous Partizans, 4 1 
this Day, cannot but acknowledge he was ine! 
cuſable in maintaining an Opinion fo contrary il 
Reaſon . This Divine, in order to remove fo: 
Difficulties which pre{y'd him, durft not inde 
deny altogether the Credibility of the Book which 
made againſt him, but then he leflen'd it all te 
could, and made it much inferior to that fn 

notte 


* Luther. + The Epiſtle general of St Tamer, ;: Vide i 
tal. re. ad Pow. reſutationt , Page 103, 
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nother Author, which ſeem'd to patronize his 


It is (ſtrange to think how far Prejudice, and an 


© cxcefſive Fondneſs for their own Notions, will 
carry ſometimes even the greateſt of Men. 
poſſible to dream of a greater Abſurdity, than to 
ſuppoſe Degrees of Witdom in the Spirit of God? 
Can any thing be advanced more contrary to com— 
mon Senſe than this Doctrine, that we may give 
more or leſs Credit to infpired Writings, in pro- 
portion as they favour our particular Schemes? 


Is it 


I know, my dear Monceca, that the Rabbins and 
Caraites are ſo far from imitating the impious Bold— 
neſs of ſome Nag arenes, or the unreatonable Scru— 
ples of the Samaritaus, that they preſerve tor all 
the Books of the facred Canon an equal and in- 


finite Reſpect ; they are wiler than to venture to 


diſtinguiſn the Degrees of Authority in Writings 


*cqually inſpired by the Divine Spirit. But, while 


they avoid one Error, they run into another, which 


is common to them, and to the moit part of Na- 


⁊arene Doctors. They wrelt and torture ſeveral 
Paſſages of the ſacred Writings, in order to force 
them into their Service; and by this means they 
make the Scripture vouch for all the Chimeras of 
their own heated Imaginations. There is nothing 
Jo abſurd, not only with regard to Ceremonies, 
but even in fundamental Doctrines, which they 
11] not attempt to prove out of the Bible. 

Thus, for Inſtance, can any thing be iniagined 
more wild and extravagant than the Rabbinical In- 
terpretation of this Verſe in the Palms? Behold, 
# was ſhapen in Iniquity, and in Sin did my Mother 


Foxcerve me. Inſtead of going into the Opinion 


pf the Nazarene Doctors, who plainly demonſtrate 
hat the Prophet is here ſpeaking of that original 
Corruption which all Men derive from their firſt 

s. ISS 3 Pa- 


* Plalm li. 7. 
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Parents, they will needs have it, that Jeſe bear 
David in Adultery ; for tho', in Reality, he was 
begotten on his own Wife, yet, ſay they, the Pa. 
ther thought otherwiſe, and took her for a Maid. 
ſervant, upon whoſe Chaſtity he had made ſeycrq] 
Attempts. | 

Behold, my dear Monceca, a fine Explication of 
this eaſy Text. What Opinion ſo abſurd, that we 
may not expect to ſee evinced by Scripture Ay. 
thority, when, out of the plaineſt Things, the 
Rabbies dare forge ſuch romantick Adventure, 
and impoſe on the World a Story ſo extraordinary 
as the pretended Adultery of David's Father, whe 
there is not a ſingle Word of it in the ſacred 
Books? | 

An Italian Few thought it not ſufficient to adopt 
this fabulous Tale, in a certain Piece which he 
publiſhed ; but he has improved the Story, and 
carried it further than any of his Brethren hat 
done before him. He makes a long Diflertation, 
to prove, forſooth, that Jeſſe did right in lying 
with his Maid, becauſe his Wife was then pretty 
far gone in Years, and, as he ſuppoſed, paſt Chile. 
bearing *. 

This Fable, dear Moxceca, contains an excel- 
lent Moral; and could our ſage Rabbies get it bu! 
once univerſally received, it would probably rail 
the Wages of Women Servants, in proportion 
it enlarges the Sphere of their Uſefulneſs. 

Confeſs now, my dear Monceca, that the Carat 
have Reaſon on their Side, when they reject ſuct 
Rabbinical Comments. However much thou att 
attached to their Sect, 'tis impoſſible thou ſhoulil 
not ſee their Errors. That Trouble and Embaral: 
ment, which generally attends the Change of ones 
Religion, detains thee as yet in the wrong Wa): 
But! hope, that the God of our Fathers will 19 

; gr I 


* Vide Precetti da eſſer imparati dalle danne Ebree, Page 6 
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grant thee his victorious Grace, to enlighten thy 


Mind, and knock off thofe Chains, which at pre- 


| {ent bind thee to the Rabbiniſts ; then ſhalt thou 
come and join the Carazzes, who are the only true 
Jeu, nay, almoſt the only People in the World 
who don't abufe the facred Writings, in order to 
E authorize their own private Opinions. 


Many of the Nazarene Doctors, as alſo the 


Cadies and Mufties among the Maſſulmen, arc guil- 
ty of the very fame Fault with our Rabbies. They 
will not ſubmit their Opinions to theſe Writings 
which they allow to be inſpired, but force upon 
them a Senſe conformable to their Opinions; in- 
ſomuch that ten Divines, all of oppoſite Senti- 
Ements to one another, will equally claim the Au- 
Ethority of Scripture, which every Man explains 
according to his particular Humour. This Con- 
duct, ſo deſtruQive of the publick Peace and Wel- 
fare, has occaſioned many religious Wars and Di- 
viſions in States. | 

E The Nazarenes, my dear Monceca, would be 
Ehappy, did they obſerve the ſame Laws with us. 
Caraites, who never preſume to write any Com- 
ments on the ſacred Scriptures. 
It to be the Height of Profaneneſs, to mingle hu- 
man Opinions with divine Inſtitutions. The Ca- 


We look upon 


rattes give implicite Faith to every thing contain- 


ed in the Scriptures, without pretending to com- 
prehend what is obſcure and myſterious. But for 
this wiſe Maxim, they had been, at this Day, in- 
EFolved in the ſame Troubles and Confuſion with 
pthers. 


They would have had a Multitude of 
Doctors, all differing in Opinions, and really 
Carkning thofe Points which they profeſs. to illu- 


rate; till, by Degrees, their Doubts increaſed to 


much a Pitch, as would land, at laſt, in downright 


Peepticiſm or Irreligion. | 
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deed it is abſurd to ſay, that God has revealed hi; 
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In order to prove the Uſeleſneſs of Comme. a 
taries on the ſacred Writings, *tis enough if we WM +1 
can fhew, that they are calculated to do more Hun 
than Good. Now there is nothing more eaſy than 
to demonſtrate the Truth of this 3 In 
the firſt Place, we lay it down as a Principle, that 
fince God has been pleaſed to preſcribe Laws an 
Rules to Mankind, he hath unqueſtionably deli. 
vered them in a plain and intelligible Manner. In. 


Will to Man in ſuch abſtruſe Terms as he can't 
comprehend. T his would be, in effect, to ſay, 
that God had commanded Men to obey him, while, 
at the ſame time, he did not defire that they ſhould 
obey him. We muſt therefore acknowledge, tha 
God hath revealed himſelf in a clear and intelli. 
gible Manner; Why then ſhould we pretend to 
explain this Revelation, and make it more clear ? 
Doth a Divine, a Mufti, a Rabbi, or a Bonxe, un- 
derſtand the Extent of Mens Capacities better than 
he who made them? If God had judged it pro- 
per to reveal to Man thoſe Myſteries, which theſe 
ſpiritual Guides profeſs to unriddle, without doubt 
he could have done it. 

But it may be objected, that ſeveral of the fi- 
cred Books are certainly written in a very obſcure 
Stile, and many Things in them are quite beyond 
our Reach. Theſe, without Queſtion, were given 
by God for ſome Uſe: But how is it poſſible t0 
make this Uſe of them, if they were not firlt un 
derſtood? It is abſolutely neceſſary therefore, that 
we ſearch out their hidden Senſe. | 

This Way of Reaſoning, my dear Manccc, 
however ſpecious it may appear, is, norwithitand 
ing, falfe and captious. If there are in Scripture 
certain Paſſages which we cannot underſtand, we 
ought to conclude that they are not neceſſar) t0 
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don't know; and it is in vain for us to pry into 
thoſe Secrets which God hath but half reveal'd. 
He knows very well, that it is convenient for us 


to have but a confuſed Idea of ſome Things. To 


penetrate into theſe 1s criminal; and Heaven fre- 


| quently puniſhes thoſe that are guilty of this Pre- 
ſumption, by leaving them to bewilder themſelves. 
The Nazarexe Doctors, who have commented on 
the Revelation, a very obſcure Book, which they 
| eſteem as ſacred, are a clear Proof of what I now 
advance. 
all their Invectives againſt the Papiſts; and the Pa- 
piſts, in their I'urn, make uſe of it to paint out 
their Adverſaries in the moſt odious Colours. Can 
© there be a greater Abuſe of a Work ſuppoſed to be 
dictated by God himſelf. 


The P 


roteſtants found upon this Book 


Adieu, my dear Monuceca: Live content and 


bappy; and beware of indulging a preſumptuous 
| Curioſity. 


Cairo, r. 
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LETTER CXLV. 


AARON MONCECA ro [ISAAC ON1S, 


tent with enjoy iug perrect Liberty in this 
World: They likewiſe claim a Liberty to 


4 1 * Engliſo, my dear 1ſ4ac, ate not con- 


$80 Out of it, when Lite rows te ious, or when 
j Mistortunes preſs them too cloſely. At my nrſt 


Arrival 
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Arrival in this City, I was amazed at the frequc;: 
Accounts of ſuch tragical Deaths. Sometimes i; 
happen'd, that the Man, whom I had fpoke wit) 
in the apt, took it in his Head to cut his 
Throat next Day. Thoſe who brought me the 
News of this Cataſtrophe, inſtead of being affec- 
ted with this mad Action, ſeem'd rather to approve 
of it. If I ask, What Reaſons could induce the 
diſtracted Creature to deſtroy himſelf ? They an- 
ſwer, with the greateſt Indifference, We know not, 
"tis probable he was weary of this World, and had 
a Curioſity to ſee how they go on in the other, His 
Life was his own, and, in taking it away, be hurt 
uo body but himſelf. 

I imagined at firſt, my dear Iſaac, that thoſe who 
took it in their Heads to make away themſelves 
were lunatick, and deprived of the Uſe of their 
Reaſon. I could never believe that the Ezzlih 
hang'd themſelves, or cut their Throats, after ma- 
ture Deliberation; but, by my own Obſervation, 
and the Teſtimony of ſeveral Perſons of undoubt- 
ed Credit, I am now convinced that the Cale is 
juſt ſo. 

About two Years ago, a certain Labourer and 
his Wife, being both weary of the Troubles they 
endured in Lite, form'd a Reſolution to put a 
ſpeedy End to them all at once. They had a Daugh- 
ter, about five or fix Years of Age, and thought 
it would be Injuſtice to leave the Child expoſed 
to thoſe Hardſhips which they could not bear them- 
ſelves. Atter they had coolly conſider'd the Cale, 
they came at laſt to this Determination, that ſhe 
ſhovld accompany. her Parents to the next World. 


Wen they had prepared and ſettled every thing 


necctlary tor the Execution of their Deſign, they 
took a Fancy to juſtify it to the Publick. With 
this View they drew up a Narrative of the Reaſons 


of their Conduct, with a long Detail of "y Mi- 
| cries 
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feries they had ſuffered. They complained, that, 
in ſpite of their utmoſt Endeavours, in an honeſt 
Way, to procure themſelves Bread, they had ex- 
perienced all ſorts of Misfortunes ; and that the 
more they ſtruggled, the more they were diſtreſſed 
by their cruel Fortune. In a Word, they alledg- 
ed, that they could ſee but one Way left to pre- 
ſerve them from doing diſhoneſt Things; and to 
this they had Recourſe, truſting in the Mercy of 
God, into whote Hands they recommended their 
departing Souls. Thus having finiſhed their Apo- 
logy, they firſt cut the Throat of their Daughter, 
and then hang*d themſelves. 

This unnatural Crime of Seli-murder is not 
confined to the meaner fort of People; Perfons 
of Rank and Figure are often guilty of it. No- 
thing is more common, than to hear of Lords and 
Gentlemen who cut their Throats, for no other 
Reaſon, but becauſe they have taken a Diſtaſte at 
Lite. And this mad Action is ſo far from fixing 
an indelible Stain on their Memories, that they 
mars find Numbers to approve and commend them 
or it. 

It is really incredible, for what ſlight Reaſons 
the Exgh:ſþ ſometimes diſpatch themſelves. Tis 
not many Months ſince a Fellow cut his Throat, 
purely becauſe an additional Duty was laid on 
ſpiritous Liquors. He could not think, forſooth, 
of living any longer, ſince he mult pay dearer for 
his beloved Gin. „ 5 

I am credibly inform'd of an Accident, yet more 
| ſurprifing. A certain Engliſu man, reviewing his 
Lite, fancied he ſaw nothing in it but a tireſome 
Repetition of ſame Actions. What, ſays he, have 
I beey doing all my Days? I get up in the Morning ; 
l eat and drink ar Noon; 1 walk about all Day, an d 
at Night go to Bed: This, without Alteration, is my 
Cafe of Life: Moſt Part of my Time is ſpent in 

Hs x dreſſing 
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dreſſing and undreſſing. A fine Employment truly! 


Come, come, 1 am quite weary of this endleſs Circle, 
and therefore muſt be gone out of the World. This 
Reſolution was no ſooner taken, than our Eng- 
liſaman, to put an End to his Wearineſs, takes 
up a Piſtol, and ſhoots himſelf through the Head, 
Without doubt, one would think, a Man who 
murders himſelf on ſo trifling an Account, muſt 
be looked upon with univerſal Horror. But the 
Caſe is quite otherwile here; provided he met his 


Fate with intrepid Boldneſs, he is regarded as aj 


kind of Hero. But if it be known that he diſco- 
ver'd the leaſt Signs of Fear, at the Approach of 
Death, it would greatly diminiſh his Reputation; 
his Death would go for nothing, and the Merit of 
this laſt Heroick Action would be entirely loſt. 
He, who would acquire the Character of a 
Man of Courage in Exgland, muſt not only dare 
the greateſt Crimes, but muſt alſo cominit them 
without any Shame or Remorſe. Some Years ago, 
a Frenchman kill'd himſelf, but was ſo far from 
gaining any Honour by the Action, that, before ie 
expired, he had the Mortification to ſee himſelt 


treated with the utmoſt Contempt. Nothing leſs 


could ſerve Monſieur, but he muſt imitate the brave 
Engliſh. Whenever he heard of any Man who 
had cut his Throat, he felt a ſecret Emulation in 
his Breaſt exciting him to follow ſo glorious al 
Example. Du ſhall ſee one of theſe Days, ſaid be 
one Time to his Family, ſomething that will ſur 
priſe you. I ſhall convince the World that the French 
are as brave Fellows as the Engliſh: Yes, yes, thi 
Tas ] dare undertake. As he expreſs'd himſelf in 
ſuch general Terms, his Friends could not divine 
what he would be at. After ſome further Delibe- 


ration, he at laſt reſolves to eſtabliſh the Honou! 
of the French Nation, which he imagined deep!} 


ſtain'd, by their Want of Courage to kill _ 
| g 2 1 
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ſelves. Accordingly one Day, when he was left 
alone, he took up his Razor, and attempted to cut 
his Throat : But not having Courage thoroughly 
to do his Work, he only gave himſelf a deep 
Wound. Being trighted to ſee the Blood guſhing 
out, he called in the Neighbours to aſſiſt nim. A- 
mong the reſt, ſome Ezgi:fo came running in; but 
they no ſooner ſaw how the Matter ſtood, than 
immediately they began to inſult the poor unhappy 
Wretch. Theſe French Dogs, ſaid they, muſt needs 


he aping us, though they have not Courage to cut a 


Throat handſomely. Look ye there, the cowardly 
Scoundrel he has not gone deep enough by half an 
Inch. While the Engliſb were going on with theſe 
fine ReſleQions, in came the Relations of the poor 
Man, who inſtantly ſent for a Surgeon ; but all 
was to no Purpoſe; for the Frenchman died with- 


in two Days, and died without deriving that Ho- 


nour on his Country which he intended. 

am out of all Patience, my dear Iſaac, to ſee 
Men, who can uſe their Reaſon in moſt Things 
of Moment, acting contrary to common Senſe in 
ſome others, even of the laſt Importance. In this 
Reſpe&t the Engliſb are culpable, when they ap- 
plaud the Diſtraction of ſuch, as, for the ſlighteſt 
Reaſons, make an Attempt upon their Lives. Not 
to brand the Memory of ſuch with deſerved Infa- 
my, is a kind of Approbation ot all the cruel and 
unnatural Effects of Melancholy and a ſavage Diſ- 
poſition. Theſe two are indeed the real Source 
of thoſe fatal Accidents, which the Exgiih talſly 
aſcribe to Greatneſs ot Soul. All the uneaſy Re- 
flections which commonly pave the Way for this 
dreadtul Cataſtrophe, are the Effects of a dark, 
gloomy Temper, and of a fierce untractable Hu- 
mour, which has not Conſtancy enough to bear 
Misfortunes. ' is not therefore an Inſtance of 


Courage, but of Weakucls, when a Man diſ- 


patches 
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e himſelf. In Reality, there is much mote 
Bravery requiſite to ſupport a fudden Change of 
Fortune, than, by Violence, to ſet one's ſelf he. 
yond the Reach of it. . 

The Crime of Selt-murder is utter ly inexcuſable 
in whatever Light we view it. If we conlider it 
as Philoſophers, we will diſcover a Puſillanimity 
directly oppoſite to that Fortitude of Mind which 
induced ſome great Men to part with Lite, but 


never till they were forced to it, either for the] 


Good of their Country, or for the Preſervation 
of their Honour. We never read of an old Greet, 
or Roman, who cut his Throat in a Fit of the 
Spleen, or for ſome little Diſaſter that had be- 
fallen him. The noble Hero, who threw him: 
ſelf into a Gulph to ſave Rome, could have born 
any perſonal Misfortune, without a Thought of 
flying to Death for Sanctuary. 5 

Marius is an Example of a great Man, bravely 
ſupporting all the Caprice of Fortune. How many 
Engliſhmen would have fled to the other World 
from ſuch a Perſecution as that of Sy/la? This 
heroick Soul was proſcrib'd, purſu'd, and reduced 
to the hard N gore! of hiding himſelf half naked 
among the Reeds in a Moraſs; and yet patient) 
expected the Deciſion of his Fate from Heaven. 
He judged it unworthy his famed Courage to court 
Death to ſcreen him from his Misfortunes. Can 
it be objected, that Marius was afraid to die, aid 
that this Hero had really leſs Reſolution than al 
Engliſh Cobler, who dares cut his Throat will 
his own Shaving-knife? I hope there are noe 
but would bluſh to advance ſo ridiculons an Ab- 


ſurdity. 


I ſhould by much prefer the ſteady Firmneſs of 


a certain Spaniard, to this Ferocity, which tie 
diſguiſe under the Name of Greatneſs of Soul 
This Man had, with hard Labour for the Space 
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of twenty Years together, gathered as much as 
would be a comfortable Subſiſtance tor him in his 
old Age: But cruel Fortune, in an Inſtaut, ſtript 
him of all. The Merchant, in whoſe Hand he 
had lodged his whole Stock, becomes a Bankrupt, 
and leaves him not worth a Groat. Hundreds of 
Englifomen, upon the News of ſuch a Diſaſter, 
would have prepared for themſelves a Piſtol, a Ka- 
tor, or a Halter. The wiſer Spaniard reſolves to 
conquer Adverſity, and make Fortune bluſh at her 
WT own Injuſtice. Preſerving therefore his uſual Com- 
poſure of Mind, he preſents a Rope to the blind 
Goddeſs, with this Compliment; Go hang thyſelf, 
fooliſh Slut, out of Spite, becauſe thou canſt not drive 
ne to this deſperate End. 
g If again we conſider this frighttul Practice of 
dell- Murder as it affes Society, we ſhall find it 
big with the greateſt Evils. What Revolutions, 
what Confuſions, what Miſchiefs, may we not 
dread in that State, where the Members make a 
jeſt, not only of Death, but of all its Conſe— 
quences? 'Tis certain, that a Man who is above 
the Apprehenſion of dying, or of any Puniſhment 
after Death, is capable of the greateſt Wickedneſs 
while he lives. Religion and the Fear of Death, 
are the two great Curds of a vicious Diſpoſition ; 
WJ 4nd when theſe Reſtraints are taken off, in any 
Society, what Crimes and Diſorders will be the 
Lonſequence? The greateſt Criminal, in ſuch a 
Cale, will laugh at the ſevereſt legal Puniſhment : 
He needs only o much Precaution as to have the 
Power of diſpatching himſelf, as ſoon as appre- 
hended. Murders, Robberies, Afſaſſinations, muit 
be frequent: Kings themſelves would not fit ſe— 
cure on their Thrones. It is not Death, but the 
exquiſite Tortures inflicted on Paticides and T'rai- 
[tars, that deters them from attacking the Lives of 
Princes: Wirnefs the laſt Words of Clement tlic 
. Ee | Monk, 


— * 
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Monk, who aſſaſſinated Heury III. TI thank God, 
cried the Monlter, while the Soldiers were ſtab. 
bing him, %t I die ſo eaſily; for I did not expel 
zo ef ape at this Rate, or to have ſo ſmooth a Pa- 
ſage to the other World. _ 

It muſt be acknowledged, my dear Iſaac, that 
there can be nothing more dangerous in a State, 
than People who can't be reſtrained by the Fear of 
Puniſhment. For one Man, who is guided by a 
Senſe of Honour and Jultice, there are Hundred; 
who are kept within Bounds only by Fear and 
FP vnithments. It can't be denied, that Men ate 
more prone to Evil than to Good; and therefore 
u! Ulapes, all Cuſtoms, which tend to weaken 


Aa 


the Obligations to Virtue, are prejudicial to 50% '-*, 7 
ciety. How much then ought we to abhor a Prac-Wſ eri 
tice, which takes off al! manner of Reſtraint, and a Dit. 
opens a Door to a Deluge of Evils? Can there d:ſm 7 
de an Inſtance of greater Madneſs, than to honour Wl '” 4 
this unnatural Crime with the Name of Courage Engl: 
and Greatneſs ot Soul ? on the 
Take Care of thy Health, my dear Iſaac; ant and F 
make ule of thy Reaſon in Adverſity. 2 
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AARON MON CECA ro IS AAC ON IS 


gick Poets in France are as much luperi— 

or to thoſe of the lame Profeſſion in {£22 - 
land, as the Philoſophers of the former Nation arc 
interior to thoſe of the latter. TI here is as great 
a Difference between Shateſpearr and Core, Aa— 
d:ſon and Racine, as between Des Cartes and New - 
tm, Mullebranche and Locke, It is not, thit the 
Enzplih Poets want Fire, and lively Imagination; 
on the contrary, they have a great deal of Hptin, 
and Force of Genius: But the Unhapoinets is, 
when they have raiſed themtelves to Heaven, they 
are not able to ſupport themlelves, but, being 
cazzled with their own Height, fink all of a 1ud- 
ded to the very Ground. I hey have nur the leuft 


. S my Opinion, dear Ine, that the T'ra- 


Knowledge Of the Rules, or they affect to detpiſe 


them ; and therefore 'tis no Wonder they are un- 
able to direct, with Judgment and Paſte, that 
Strength of Fancy which Nature has buitow'd oa 


them. 


Let the Invention be ever fo fruitful, let the 


Wit be ever ſo ſparkling; let the Sentüments be 
| ever ſo bold, Regularity is ſtil! wanting in ail Arts. 
The meaneſt Architect, who obterves the Kul-s 
| of Palladio, will ſucceed much better than a Ma- 
| fon who has Genius, but is, notwitt{tanding, raſh 
and ignorant. The little Church of St (F4j11144, 


"of > hs in 


ud 


— 
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in Padua, affords a more delightful Proſpett thin! 


the Pyramids of Egypt. Monuments of Gran. 
deur indeed! but ſuch as favour more of Got 

Barbarity, than of Greek or Roman Elegance. 
Such is the State of the Exgliſßi Stage. I never 
ifaw ſo much Genius with ſo few good Perfor. 
mances. They act every Day at London a fort of 
frightful Farces, to which they ſcruple not to 
give the pompous Name of Tragedies. I hare 
teen in one of the beſt Exgliſh Plays, three Witches 
introduced riding on a Broomſtick, and boiling 
Herbs in a Caldron. I have ſeen the Stage repre- 
tenting a Church-yard, and the Grave-diggers pla- 
ing at Bowls with the-Skulls of dead Men; and, 
which is ten times worſe, I have ſeen all this ap- 
- plauded. | 
Dryden, but eſpecially Addiſon, hath taken Pains 
to poliſh this barbarous Mute ; but, in ſpite of ll 
they could do, ſhe ſtill retains too much of the 
Savage. It ſeems Melpomene can't put on the mo- 
deſt and majeſtick Air in Ezgland, which ſhe once 
bad in Greece, and with which ſhe appears at thi 
Day in France. What ſtrange Alterations have 
they made in the I ranſlation of Foltaire's Jara“ 
When this Tragedy came to be acted on the E- 
{ij Stage, one might ſee that young Princeſs tei 
ing her Hair, and tumbling about, like a Convul- 
fionary. The Author, ſure, is little obliged to 
the I ranflator for ſuch extravagant Additions. 
However, this may be alledg'd in Excuſe, tit 
Engliſh Poet was forced to accommodate the Pla 
to the publick Taſte; before it could take, in thi 
Country, it muſt be made ridiculous. In order t0 
obtain Applauſe at London, the Dramatick Write! 
mult exhibit Monſters to the Spectators; the Pro- 
bable will never affect them in the leaſt. The 
Reaſon is not from any Want of Liking to a 15 
tural Deſcription ; there are, in Pr; WY 
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verleſs Paſſages extremely juſt, without the lea't 
Extravagance. But the Mliſchief is, When theſe 
happen to be long, the Audience grow fick of 
them; and nothiog but the Marvelous can route 
their Spirits, and recal their Attention. 

Some Years ago, the Eugliſ had Poets who 
wrote ſeveral very regular Plays, but they have 
not ſucceeded ; they are generally condemn'd as 
dull and heavy. Indeed there ſeems to be Ground 
for the Criticiſm, they are fo in Fact; and one, 


who ſees the modern ] ragedies, would be temp- 


ted to believe, that the Exgliſh Poets have a I a- 
culty of ſtraining their Subjects, ard facrifieing 
Truth to the Vanity of ſnhewing the Force ot their 
Genius, inſomuch that, in their beſt Picces, the 
preatelt Beauties are blended with the greatcit 
Faults. 

It feems, ſays a modern Author *, ta 7s Fng- 
ih Genius has hitherto been able to produce w0th:uar 
but irregular Beauties. The glaring Monſters «of 
Shakeſpear are finitely more flegſiug than all the 
wiſe Order of modern Poets. The Pyoetical Genius 
of England may be compar'd to a laxariant {eo 
planted by Nature, which torows ont a Multita1e of 
Branches, and grows with a prodigions and unequal 
Force; but if you attempt to put a Force upon Na- 
ture, and would bring it up like a Tree of the Gar- 
dew at Marli; it will immediately wither and die. 

Notwithſtanding the Ezg/:f Pragedians arc, at 
this Day, far ſhort of the Perfection and Merit of 
the French, it is not, however, impoſſible, that, 


[ome P'ime or other, they ſhould reach, nay, even 
go beyond them. The Time will come, and pro- 
[ably is near, when the Ezgliþ will correct all 


their former Errors. Their Genius ſtill remains, 
and they begin to accuſtom themſelves to Rules, 


which will bring them to Perfection in an Art 


E 3 which, 


Voltaire, Le tres Pliloſ bi jues, Let. XVIII. Page 162, 


312 JEWISH LETTERS. 


which, hitherto, they have not well underſtocd. 
In a little Pime, they will unite the Wiſdom and 
Majelty, the Purity and Decorum, of the Frexc; 


Theatre, with the ſublime, the grand, and pathe-f 


tick of the Exgliſh Tragedy, excluding every thing 
that is low, ridiculous, or unnatural. The Poets 
of this Country have much the Advantage of Fo- 
reigners, by introducing a great deal of Action in 
their Plays. Many of the beſt Feuch Pieces are, 
to ſpeak properly, nothing but Converſations di 
itinguiſh'd into five Acts. To read them affords 
greater Entertainment than to ſee them acted, be- 
cauſe the Action languiſhes for Want of a ſuff— 
cient Variety of Incidents. 
The Theatres of Paris and London repreſent 
exactly the different Characters of the two Nati 
ons. They ſpeak at Paris, but at London they 
act. Tis not at all ſtrange then, that the Hencb 
mould ſpeak better than the Eugliſh, ſince every 
Man is allow'd to excel in his own Profeſſion. 
For the fame Reaſon, the amorous Intrigues in 
the French Plays are more intereſting and better 
conducted than in the Exgiifh. The Con ſidera- 
tion of this Difference of Character, will enable 
us to judge of the Merit of the two Theatres. 
The Character of the Feuch is Penderneſs: Love 
is their prevailing Paſſion. Gallantry is, in a man- 
ner, their common Profeſſion; it is the very Life 
and Soul of the Court. The Ladies naturally 
ſpeak the Language of the Heart; and, tho' their 
Actions are not always ſuitable, yet, in Dignity 
of Expreſſion, they are nothing interior to the He— 
roine of a Romance. It is a common Thing at 
Paris, to hear a Female Platonick reaſoning with 
the greateſt Keenneſs, that Senſe has nothing to 
do With Love, in a Perſon of Birth; and that ti! 
Paſſion is confin'd to the Mind and Soul, the Bo- 
dy has no Share in it; and yet this Faun 
| | 
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Lady makes her Appointments with a Gallant 
every Night. | 

ln France, the Men ſpeak and ac in the ſame 
Manner with the Fair Sex: They declaim againſt 
Infidelity, and ſometimes affect a Contempt for a 
Woman who has made a falſe Step. There are 
certain Moments, when you would take a French 
Petit Maitre tor the original Hero of ſome Ro- 
mance : But it you watch his Motions, he'll ſoon 
put off the Character: Obſerve his Conduct but 
for twenty-four Hours, and you'll ſee him demo- 
liſh his fine Syſtem of Morality twenty Times in 
that ſhort Space. 

It is natural to ſuppoſe, that in a Country where 
the Language, the Fineſs, and all the Arts of Love, 
are ſo well underſtood, they ſhould be able to ex- 
preſs them in the beſt manner. A Painter, who 
draws after the beſt Models, and copies Nature, 
will add more Lite and Beauty to his Figures, than 
he who paints only from the Strength of Imagi— 
nation. Kacine felt all the I'endernels which he 
lo well expreſſes in his Verſes :. He had ſaid in 
Proſe to Chanmele * whatever he ſays in Verſe to 
his Heroines. Moſt part of thoſe Beauties we ad- 
mire in his Works, were owing to his Conttitu- 
tion, and to the particular Taſte of his Country. 
Had he been an Exgliſoman, he would have want- 
ed that Advantage: He muſt, in order to pleaſe, 
have ſought ſome other Method to move the Paſ- 
ons of Spectators than by tender Scenes, other- 
wite he mult have fallen into the ſame Error with 
Addiſon. The Cato of this Author is a molt per- 
fect Piece, if we throw out a cold Love-lntrigue, 
which makes it languiſh, and ſerves only to di- 
vert the Attention from the magnificent Scenes of 
that excellent Tragedy. [tr Corneille had wrote in 
England, he would not have ſuffer'd ſo much as 

| Racine: 
A famous Actreſs, with whom Rane was in love. 
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neceſſary to ſucceed on an Eugliſh Theatre. I he 
laſt Act of his Rhodogune is a aſter-piece, and 
deſerves to be admired every where; but it ſeem; 
particularly calculated for the Genius of Lundin 

The Engliſh Poets have Strokes as beautiful and 
bright as any in Corneille, but then they are not ſo 
unitorm as he: If this Author finks ſometimes, 


If in fome Places he be low and dull, they are 
often ridiculous and extravagant. One is ſurpri. 
Zed, at Paris, to fee the great Corneille making uſe 
of low Phraſes, even in ſome of his beſt Perfor- 
mances; and they (tick not to cenſure, very free- 
ly, every Thought that appears below the Dignity 
of his Subject. How often have the following 
Verſes of his Nicomedes been turned into Ridi- 
culec. | | 


Madame, encore un coup, cet homme eſt-il a v 
Et, pour vous divertir, eſt-il ft neceſſaire. 
Que vous ne lui puiſſies ordonner de ſe taire? 


But what would our Pariſiaus, who are ſo criti- 
cal as to Stile, think, if they ſaw Shakeſpear's Ju- 
lius Ceſar acted upon their Stage, and the Coblers 
and Tailors of Rome introduced holding an Inter- 
view with Brutus and Caſſi us. 

The very ſame Reaſons which incline People 
at Paris to forgive the Faults of Corneille, ſerve 
at London to excuſe thoſe of Shakeſpear, or of all 
other Tragick Poet. For the Sake of the ſublime 
and charming Beauties of their Works, we pals 
by their Defects. It muſt' be own'd indeed, that 
the El: ſeem! to need more Indulgence than 
the French; but, as the'Talte of that Nation is not 
yet quite form'd, greater Allowance is now grant— 
ed than they can expect ſome time hence. 


Love 


Racine: He had all the Talents and Qualifications 


the ng ax do it oftner, and more perceptibly: | 
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Love is in Poſſeſſion of the Theatre at London, 
as well as of that at Paris: There are few mo- 
dern Pieces in which it has not a large Share. But, 
2s | oblerved before, the Exgl:þ Poets are not ſo 
happy in deſcribing the Springs and Motions of 
that Paſſion, as they are in painting Greatneſs of 
Soul, Valour, publick Spirit, and ſuch noble En- 
dowments. The Character of Cato in Addiſon's 
Tragedy, is, perhaps, the moſt beautiful that ever 
appear'd on the Stage. T hat of Pompey in Ciuna, 
that of Barrhas in Britaunicus, nay, even that of 
Joaſh in Azhaliah, is not ſo ſhining; and yet any 
one of theſe Pieces is more pertect than that of 
the Engliſß Poet, becauſe he was ſo weak, in or- 
der to pleaſe the Fair Sex (who are the chief 


| Judges of the Merit of a Tragedy at London, as 


well as at Paris) as to introduce tender Speeches, 
though he was a Stranger to the ſoft Language of 
Love. This has enervated the fineſt Tragedy that 
was ever acted upon any Stage. 8 

When the Science of Sophocles and Euripides ar- 
rives at Perfection in England, it will be much 
more difficult for their Poets, than for the French, 
to produce any thing that is excellent, and ſuitable 
to the publick Taſte of that Nation. The Author 
will be obliged to treat of certain Subjects, where 
he can have no Room to diſplay a ſparkling Wit, 
or vigorous Genius. When he has touched the 
Paſſions of the Spectators with ſome impetuous 
Strokes, when he has made them feel the Effects 
of Poetick Terror, and raviſh'd their Souls with 
the true Sublime; he is forced ſtill, out of Com- 
plaiſance to the Ladies and young Gentlemen, to 
loften and melt their Hearts, by the amorous Com- 


plaints of ſome unfortunate Lover. This laſt will 


be the moſt difficult Part of his Task, and leaſt 


In 
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In England, you may hear the Poets readin 
Lectures of Fhiloſophy, and talk ing Politicks up- 
on the Stage: They are more careful to maintain 
the Character of true Britons, than that of Citizens 
of Parnaſſus. In every Performance you may read 
the Shibboleth of a Party. | 

Adieu, my dear Iſaac: May Happineſs and Con- 
tentment attend thee. | 


| KK $$ * 
Loxdon, . 
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LETTER CXLVII. 


AARON MON cECA 7z ISAAC ONISò. 


J Obſerve no ſuch Thing in this Country, my they 


dear Iſaac, as a Perſon diſappearing all ot a go 
ſudden, and being carried, by the arbitrary ones 
Order of a Miniſter, to ſigh out the Remainder of if 
his Days in a noiſom Priſon, where none of bis Eng 
Friends ſhall ever ſee him. A Citizen of Lond {tice 
is under no Apprehenſion of being condemned appl 
without a Hearing. They cannot detain a Man in his! 
Cuſtody, no not in the Tower, without a formal Wi Gare 
Proceſs againſt him. A Lettre-de-cachet is a 1 erm ikea 
neither mentioned nor underſtood here. Happ) Boi. 
Country! where the Innocent are above the Feat not 
of Puniſhment. No Man, in this Country, needs his 


be afraid of being dragged from his Family, upon Fau 
the falſe Accuſation of a ſpiteful Impoſtor, and de- 


prived of an Opportunity to juſtify himſelt, 11 
a 
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— 
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ifter a tedious Confinement. He has nothing to 
fear from the Hatred of the Great, or even from 
the Malice of the Prieſts themſelves. As long as 
3 Man lives an honeſt and harmleſs Life, he is 
under the Protection of the Laws; and till he vio- 
lates theſe he is perfectly ſecure. An Eugliſpman 
needs not give himſelf the I rouble, every Even- 
ing, to recolle& what has dropt from him in Con- 
verſation thro' the Day, out of Dread, leſt ſome 
unguarded Expreflion ſhould colt vim two or three 
Years Liberty. He thinks, he ſpeaks, and acts 
freely, and is under no Reſtraint but that of the 
Law. If a Miniſter makes a wrong Step, he con- 


| demns it openly. As he is a Member ot the State, 


the Law preſumes him honeſt, and therctore per- 
mits him to ſpeak his Sentiments freely, on any 
Subject : The ſame Law ſecures him from falling 
a Victim to the deſpotick Stateſman, whoſe Power 
ſanctifies his Errors, and gives Authority to his 
falſe Meaſures. | 

In this Kingdom, they commend the Great, if 
they have Virtue to deſerve it; by the ſame Rule 
they cenſure them, when they have none, or if their 
good Qualities are leſs conſiderable than their bad 
ones. | $7 

If Cardinal de Fleury was prime Minitter in 
England, all the People of London would do Ju- 
ſtice to his Character; they would unanimoutly 
applaud his extraordinary Abilities, his Prudence, 
his Integrity, his pacifick Ditpolition, and his Re- 
gard for the Honour of his Maſter : But if, in- 
tead of this great Miniſter, they had Cardinal 4 
Bois at the Helm of their Government, they would 
not ſtick, in the moit publick Manner, to expole 
his ili Conduct; nis Purple would not hide his 
Faults, nor the Dignity of his Character ſet him 
above delerved Cenfure. In the Midſt of his Gran— 


deur, he diſcover'd all the Vices of a pedantick 


Maſter 
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Maſter of a College, who had been raiſed to 3 
Rank as much above his Merit, as his Birth. What 
ever Liberty the Eugliſp might think fit to take in 
expoſing ſuch a wicked Miniſter, he could not pu- 
niſn them with Death; nay, he could not fo much 
as ſend them into a ſhort Exile. At Paris, how- 
ever, it was a leſs Crime to violate the moſt (4. 
cred and expreſs Law, than to ſpeak a Word a. 
gainlt the Vices of that ' Prieſt. At this Day the 
whole Nation condemns him; all Ranks unani. 
mouſly deteſt and cenſure his ill Qualities : They 
wonder how ſuch a Villain could ever riſe to ſuch 
a Poſt; and yet, could this Man rife from the 
Dead, and be again poſſeſs'd of Power, moſt of 
theſe, who now declaim againſt him ſo freely, 
would be the firſt to run and offer him the In- 
cenſe of Flattery and blind Obedience. The Ter- 
ror of a Letire de Cacquet for a raſh Word would 
keep them in ſhameful Slavery. 

Unhappy is that State where the People hare 
not Acceſs to the Prince, and ate denied the Li- 
berty of informing him of the Faults of his Mini 
ſters, and of exhibiting juſt Complaints again 
their ill Conduct. It is, beyond all Queſtion, the 
Intereſt of the Sovereign not to allow his Mini- 
ſters too extenſive a Power, and frequently to en- 
quire into their Conduct. Princes are often the 
unhappy Victims of the Blunders committed by 
thoſe they truſt. How happy had it been for Hen 
ry III. if an honeſt Courtier had ſeaſonably in- 
orm'd him of the Danger into which he was run 
ning headlong, thro' a blind Confidence, a Wrong 
placed Affection, and an unreaſonable Attachment 
to his Minions. But ſuch is the Fate of Princes 
they ſtand more in need of Counſel than other 
Men, and yet few dare preſume to give it. Er 
perience confirms the general Opinion, that 1t 


is always hazardous, and often fatal, to 9 
| a Kg. 
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a King. In caſe the Advice is favourably recciv'd 
at firit, *tis ten to one but the Miniſter will find 
Means to clear himfelf; and his Juſtification is in- 
evitably the Ruin of his Accuſer. Sometimes the 
Miniſter may fave himſelf the Trouble of a De— 
ence; his Maſter's Confidence is an impregnable 
Entrenchment, and whoever preſumes to force it, 
meets with certain Death. Princes and great Men 
are not above the Power of Prejudice, more than 
others. It ſometimes happens, that illuſtrious Mo— 
narchs fancy their Honour ſomeway concern'd in 
ſupporting thole they have made Choice or, tho“ 
they are very ſenſible of their Incapacity for the 
Poſts they fill; witneſs Chamillard, and many o— 
thers. Since then it 1s fo dangerous for a parti- 
cular Perſon at Court, to diſcover to a Sovereigu 
the important Secrets of his Minitters. Policy 
ſeems to require, hat Truth ſhould reach tie Throne 
through the Channel of the People. The Prince 
muſt be everlaſtingly impoſed upon, if no private 
Perſon dares ſpeak, nor the People, in a Body, com- 
plain. It is impoſſible to remove this Milchief, 
cqually fatal to King and Subjects, but by per- 
mitting the Publick to ſpeak freely of the Virtues 
and Vices of thoſe in Power, and by abſolutely 
ſuppreſſing what the French call Letiros-de-Cachet. 
By this abominable Means, a Miniſter has it in 
his Power to inflict an arbitrary Puniſhment on 
any Man who preſumes to offend him, whether 
he has done any thing amiſs or not. 

In this Point, my dear Iſaac, the Engliſh Con- 
ſtitution is perfectly right. J hat can only be call'd 
Juſtice, when a Man is puniil'd after a fair Trial, 
and Conviction, by the known Laws of the State. 
If a Government depart from this plain Rule, it 
can't but frequently happen that the Innocent will 
fall a Sacrifice to Calumny and lawleſs Power. 

Vor. III. T Be- 


* 
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Behold a late Inſtance of a very extraordinary Na- 
ture! | 

In the Year 1723, Father Fouquet, a Jeſuit, re. 
turn'd into France, from China, where he had been 
Miſſionary twenty five Years. Some religious Dif- 
putes had embarraſs'd him with his Brethren; he 
had taught ſeveral Ch:zeſe Doctrines, inconliltent 
with the Rules of that Society, and caulſcd ſeve— 
ral Memorials to be publiſhed, in Europe, refleg- 


ing upon the whole Order. Two Chineſe Lite- 


rati Came over with him: The one died at Seca, 
and the other, who arrived ſafe at Paris, was to 
go to Rowe, as an Evidence againſt the holy Fa— 
thers whom they left in China. Fouquet, with his 
Companion, took vp their Lodgings in St Aaths- 
ay's Street; but, however they managed the Af- 
fair with the utmoſt Secreſy, the cunning Je— 
ſuites ſmell'd their Deſign; and reſolved to tra- 
verſe it, and be revenged on their Enemies. Father 
Fouquet, being inform'd of what they were about, 
without loling a Moment's Time, took Polt in 
the Night for Rome, together with the Chineſe 
Man of Letters. The Feſuites purſue them with 
all Expedition, and unfortunately caine up with 
the Stranger. As this unhappy Man underltood 
not one Word of French, the good Fathers ap- 
plied to Cardinal Du Bois, who, at that I ime, 
wanted their Afﬀiſtance ; and, repreſenting tne 
young C/reſe as a diſtracted Perſon, they delirc 
Leave to have him confin'd. The Cardinal, whole 
Duty it was to have protected him, upon this flight 
Information, immediately grants them a Lettre- 
de-Cachet, the Thing, in all the World of which 
he was always liberal. The Lieutenant de P.. 


lice, who was charged with the Execution of 


this Order, found the Lunatick to be a young 
Man, who complimented him after the Manner 


ot the Chineſe: He appeared rather to ling 148 
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ſpeak, and had ſomething of a diſturbed Air. The 
French Officer expretled his Concern for what had 
befallen him, and ſent him to Charenton, where he 


was regularly whipp'd twice a Day, in the lame 


Manner as the Abbe des Funutaines * was afterwards 
at Biſſetre. Ihe poor Ch:izeſe could not think e— 
nough of the Manner in which the French enter- 
tained Strangers. He continued three Years in 
Confinement among a Number of diſtracted Crea- 
tures, who went through the ſame Courte of Dit- 
cipline with himſelf. He fancied that the whole 
French Nation was divided into two Claſſes, one 
of which had no other Employment but to make 
the other dance to the Whip. At the End of three 
Years there happen'd a Change in the Miniſtry, 
when the Lieutenant de Police was removed. His 
ducceſſor began his Office with viſiting all the Pri- 
fons, and among the reſt the Mad-houle at Cha- 
renlon. After he had examined all the Lunaticks 
who were brought before him, he demanded if 
there were none left to ſee? They anſwered, there 
was one, but he ſpoke a Language that no body 
underſtood. A certain Jeſuit, who attended the 
Magiſtrate, aflured him, that it was the peculiar 
Madneſs of this Man never to anſwer in French; 
he adviſed him not to give himſelf the Trouble 
to call for the Mad-man, ſince he could get no- 
thing out of him. The Lieutenant, however, did 
not regard the Reverend Father, but ordcr'd the 
young Man to be brought out. He preſently falls 
on his Knees to the Magiſtrate. Several {poke to 
him in Spaniſh, Italian, Latin, Greek, Engliſh, &c. 
but all they could get from him was a conſtant 
Repetition of the ſame Word Kanton, Kanton. 
The Father aſſured them, he was poſlefied. But 
the Lieutenant, calling to mind that there was a 

ET 3 pre- 


* See this Paſſage of Hiſtory in the firſt Part of the Secrss 
Memoirs of the Kepublick of Letters, 
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Province in Ch:za of that Name, imagined he mig}, 
poſiibly belong to it; and therefore ſent for an 
Interpreter who ſpoke the Chineſe Language; up- 
on which, the whole Secret came out. The NM. 
Filtrate was at a Lots what to do in the Caſe; 
and even a Feſt, for once, was put to the Blush 
and knew not what to ſay. The Duke of Bare | 
ten, who was then prime Miniſter, being acquaint- 
ed with the Matter, took Care to have the unfor— 
tunate Chzeſe clothed and ſupplied with Money 
The firlt Opportunity that offered, he was ſent 
home to his own Country; from whence, tis 
probable, few Men of Letters will, for the future. 
venture to make a Voyage to Kome in Company 

with the Feſazes. | 
Thou ſeeſt, dear Iſaac, how baſely theſe Lettres. 
de-Cachet may be abuſed. How many unhappy 
 Wretches have become Victims to this arbitrary 
Cuſtom, ſo utterly inconſiſtent with all the Rules 
of common Juſtice and Equity! If a Biſhop has 
a Picque at one of his inferior Clergy, he has no- 
thing more to do, but repreſent him to the Court 
as a Fauſcuiſi; a Lettre-de:Cachet is forthwiti ſent 
down, and the poor Man is diſpoſed of for Lite. 
It is quite out of a Man's Power, who is thus 
baniſh'd, to juſtify himſelf; for he is generally tor- 
bid all Correſpondence, and ſent to end his Usys 
among his ſworn Enemies, who, by malicious 
Calumnies, endeavour to aggravate thoſe imay! 
nary Crimes wherewith he had been charged. Hon 
many innocent Perſons have been, within the Ia! 
Century, arreſted, and confined in Priſons, fo 
Years together, upon bare Suſpicion, or fallc Ac: 
cuſations. What dreadful Abuſe has there bern 
of Lettres-de-Cachet! To ſuch a Height is this E, 
vil grown, that private Perſons have countertfeltes 
theſe Mandates: A Criminal was lately hang 
with this Inſcription, in Capital Letters, 2 
; Talk, 
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Breaſt, A FORGER OF LETTRES-DE- 
CACHET. 

'Tis ridiculous to alledge, in Vindication of this 
rrannical Practice, the abſolute Power of Kings, 
jr the Neceflity of ſecuring ſome ſuſpected Per- 
ſons without a legal Trial. Both theſe Arguments 
are equally falſe. Princes ought, for their own 
Sakes, to ſet the People an Example of doiug 
every thing according to Law. Belides, if they 
are Maſters of their Subjects, they are likewiſe, at 
leaſt they ought to be, their Fathers; and Equity 
forbids to authorize a Cuſtom, which leaves the 
weaker entirely at the Mercy of the more power- 
ful, and puts it in the Power of one Man to op- 
preſs all the reſt with Impunity. 
If Security could be given, that all ſucceeding 
Miniſters in France would be as wile and juſt as 
the preſent, the Prince might, very ſafely, truſt 
them with the Execution of his whole Authority, 
without Reſerve. He might depend upon it, that 
al Things would be ſo manag'd as to render the 
Subje& happy. The People would have ſo little 
Reaſon to dread any Pyranny or Injuſtice, that 
they would become ſenſible that Lettres de Cat. hes 
are Acts of Lenity, ſerving only to ſcreen Pevpte 
from the Severity of the Law. But for one Car- 
dinal de Fleury, there are thicty Cardinals 4 Bois. 
It is therefore highly unjuſt, that the People ould 
be expoſed to the Caprice of a Man, who abuſes 
the Power his Sovereign has inveſted him with; or 
that the Liberty and Property of particular Perions 


ſhould depend upon the Credit and Intereſt their 


Enemies have with a prime Miniſter. 

It is the proper Office of Kings to adminiſter 
Juſtice impartially to all their Subjects, and to 
take Care that the meaneſt be not oppreſſed by 
tne Great. It is abſolutely neceſſary, for this Pur- 
poſe, that every Man have Liberty to bring in 
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his Defence before he be condemned; and that Th 
be tried by impartial Judges. that, 

Obſerve one Thing, my dear Iſaac, the Mini Par 
is commonly, I may ſay, always, an Enemy kis be 


thoſe who are puniſhed by Letzzres-de-Catcls: te p 
Now ſhould a Man be both Judge and Party i; MW who! 
the ſame Cauſe? What would the World ſay © WM a Prit 
a Court of Juſtice, that, on the Attorney Gene. WM only 
ral's winding up his Harangue againſt the Pri. bity, 
ners, ſhould order them to be carried to Exec wou 
tion, without allowing them to ſpeak one Word lend 
in their own Defence? Would not all Mankind fedit 
cry Shame on ſuch a partial Deference to the 0. 


| oppo 
pinion of one Man? What is a Miniſter, but  |M he 
Juſtice of Peace, though of an higher Order? H vanc 
therefore he puniſh thoſe who offend againit th: | C: 
Laws, he ought, in ſo doing, to obſerve the Lan reip: 
himſelf, and to puniſh them no otherwiſe thank leaſt 
directs. | Part 

Fatal have been the Effects of ill Miniſters!! the ] 
What Murders, Bloodſhed and Miſery, have tte time 
icattercd through Nations! This ſhould make {MF iron 
Kings act with Caution in the Power they indulge to a 
thein with, and take Care that they never exccel 81 
the Bounds of Juſtice in the Execution of it. 1s a 
would be hard to determine whole Intereſt is molt pen 
concerned; whether the King's or the Subject licit 
in having the Laws obſerved, and Juſtice exadh cer! 
adminiltred. If the People are afraid of the deſpo- Wh wit 
tick Power of a prime Miniſter, the Sovereign I den 
has no leſs Cauſe to be alarm'd, if he reflect on bis 
the Conſequences of ſuch a Power. If a King anc 
did but know how much he is indebted to thoſe Neve 
who ſometimes oppoſe the Meaſures of evil M. He 
niſters; far from allowing them to be oppreilcd, din 
he would eſteem them his beſt Friends, and make mo 
uſe of their Counſels. | but 


Thong eit 
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Though, at the fame Time, it can't be denied, 
that, let a Miniſter be ever ſo good, there will be 
a Party of factious Malecontents to miſrepreſent 


bis belt Actions, and thwart his wiſeſt Schemes for 


the publick Good: But theſe are not the People 


whom Kings ought to regard. When I ſpeak of 
a Prince's liſtning to private Informations, I mean 


would be Madneſs to expect, that a King ſhould 


end an Ear to the Murmurs and Clamour of every 
ſeditious and deſigning Man. This indeed is the 


oppoſite Extreme, and equally dangerous with the 


other; for it is certain the greateſt Merit cannot 
| vanquiſh Envy, or ſtop the Mouth of Malice. 


Cardinal de Fleury will, I doubt not, be more 


| reſpe&ted by Poſterity than Cardinal Richelien ; at 
leaſt, I am ſure, the judicious and unprejudiced 


Part of Mankind will allow him preferable to all 
the Miniſters France ever produced. In the mean 
| time, this doth not hinder ſeveral, at this Day, 


irom being Fools enough, or Knaves enough, not 
to acknowledge his great Virtues, 


dir Robert Walpole, who is prime Miniſter here, 


is a Gentleman of great Capacity; he has a vaſt, 
| penetrating, and ſublime Genius, and is no leſs ſo- 
licitous for the Good of his Country, than con- 


| cern'd for the Honour of his Prince. He ſupports, 


with wonderful Ability, and conſummate Pru- 
| dence, the whole Weight of publick Affairs. By 
his wiſe Adminiſtration, he has advanced the Trade 
and Credit of the Nation to the higheſt Pitch; how- 
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city, and acknowledge his uncommon Merit. It 


ever, Multitudes are daily exclaiming againſt him. 


He has indeed more Enemies than the French Car- 
dinal: But, notwithſtanding this impotent Cla- 
mour, not only the thinking People in Euglaud, 
but all Europe in general, do Juſtice to his Capa- 


IS 


only ſuch as come from Perſons of known Pro- 
| bity, and well affected to the Government. It 
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is very probable his Enemies would blame bim 
leſs, if his Qualifications were not ſo conſpjcy 
ous. 

A Thought is juſt now come into my Hens 
while I am Writing: If, by any Accident, tj; 
Letter ſhould miſcarry, and fall into the Hana; 
of an Engliſp Malecontent, he'd ſwear it was ng 
for nought that I commended Sir Robert; h. 
would never bring himſelf to believe, that |. 2 
Jew, a Stranger in England, and wholly unkngy; 
at Court, could ſpeak well of a Man, merely be. 
cauſe I think he deſerves it, 

R. conclude, dear Iſaac, with my beſt Wiſhes t 
thee. | 


* 
London, ; 
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LETTER CXLVIII. 
JacoB BRITO r AARON MONCECA. 


AD Weather, and contrary Winds, my dest 
Monceca, have hindred my embarking. It is 
with the greateſt Impatience that I wait the 

happy Moment, when I ſhall leave this inhoſpi— 
table Country. Notwithſtanding my Diſguiſe, and 
all the Precautions I take, I can't help being un- 
der great Uneaſineſs. I am terrified to conſider 
the inſatiable Avarice of the Monks; I trembleto 
think of their exorbitant Power in this Place; and 
yet, exceſſive as. it is, tis nothing nen to 
| What 


what 
what 
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what it has been in Times paſt. Judge then to 
what a Height this Prieſtly Power may be carri- 
ce, and with what Inſolence and Cruelty it is of- 
ten exerciſed. 

There happened, two or three Days ago, in this 
City, an Adventure very mortitying to the Prieſts. 
The Jailor and Guards of the Priſon belonging to 
the Biſhop's Court committed all Sorts of Crimes; 
they robbed, they beat, they abuſed the Priſoners : 
The greateſt Criminals were beſt uſed, provided 


| they had Money, and were generous. The Cor- 


regidor, or Governor of the City hearing of theſe 
Diſorders, cauſed the Jailor and ſome ot his Crew 
% be arreſted and confined in the common Priſon. 
Upon this the Patriarch took Fire, believing that 
is Honour was concern'd to ſupport theſe Vil- 


lains, who only did his Drudgery. He therefore 


xcommunicated the Corregidor, as convicted of 


the moſt atrocious Crime. The Magiſtrate re- 
ſented the Affront, and appeal'd to the King for 
| Redreſs. His Majeſty eafily apprehended, that 
| the Indignity offered to the Governor reflected on 
| the Throne itſelf, and that the Royal Authority 
[was wounded through his Sides; and therefore 
gave him all the Satisfaction he could deſire. I he 
Fontiff was fain to revoke the Sentence of Excom- 
| munication, and wrote a very ſubmiſſive Letter to 
| the Corregidor, begging Pardon for his Raſhneſs. 


This Conduct of the King, which, in other 


| Countries, would be reckoned no more than com 

mon Juſtice, is look'd upon here, at Lisbon, as a 
| bold Stroke, an Action worthy of the braveſt He- 
ro. The French can't be more proud of the Tro- 
phy which Lewis XIV. cauſed to be erected in the 
| Midſt of Rome, than the wiſer Part in Portugal 
| zre of this Action, ſo honourable for the King, ſo 
| <quitable for the Magiſtrates, and ſo mortitying 
to the Clergy. Nor will we think this ſtrange, 


it 
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if we conſider the different Character of the French 
and Portugueſe. It was not more difficult for the 
grand Monarch to humble the Pope, than for ti 
King of Portugal to tame the Pride of a Patriarch 
who is rever'd as a kind of Deity by the molt pat 
of his Subjects. 


Whenever, at Paris, the Sovercign is diſpoſed 


to thwart the Meaſures of the Court of Rome, 


all Things concur to favour his Deſign. 1h 
Parliament is infinitely pleaſed to fee its [wor 
Enemy humbled : Nay, even many Eccleſiaſtichs 
bleſs the Hand that protects the Libertien ol the 
Gallican Church. The People know not hoy t9 
expreſs their Gratitude for the Preſervation of thc; 
Rights. And as for the Grandees, they are te 
eternal Slaves of the Court; and would have te 
Complaiſance to turn Mahometans, if the Ning 
took a Fancy to wear a Turban: They are mere 
Weather-cocks, and can go to Bed Moliniſis, and 
riſe Fanſeniſts, as their Intereſt dire&s them: I'vis 
is the Rule of their Faith. If Circumciſion was 
the Way to Preferment, we ſhould ſoon have Bre- 
thren enough at Court. 

In Portugal, People have a quite different Wa 
of Thinking: The Prieſts, the Monks, and the 
Inquilitors, are all concerned to ſupport the Au- 
thority of their Chief; do but touch him, and you 
have the whole Tribe about your Ears. The Lai. 
ty, in general, are ſuch arrant Bigots, that, in. 
ſtead of oppoſing the Encroachments of the Cle. 
gy, they are ready, with profound Reſpect, to h 
their very Chains ; ſuch Slaves to Superſtition, that 
they never make a Diſtinction between Religion 
and the Prieſts: Thus, being equally blind in the! 
Opinions and Conduct, they are eaſily wroug" 
vp to the higheſt Pitch of Enthuſiaſm. In call, 


therefore, the King ſhould form a Deſign to humv'c 
the Pride, and abridge the Power of the 4 
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Clergy, he would be ſupported by none, but thoſe 
few Who are above the Power of Prejudice, and 
have the Courage to make uſe of that Reaſon 
which God has given them. It is true, that amongſt 
theſe we may commonly reckon Perſons of Birth, 
who, by their Education and Knowledge of the 
World, can ſee further than others into the Tricks 
of Monks and Avarice of Churchmen. But, how- 
erer powerful this Aid may ſeem, 'tis nothing 
comparable to the Advantage a French King has 
in executing the ſame Deſign. The ſame Degree 
of Reſolution is neceſlary to effect the leaſt Mat- 
ter, where the Clergy are concern'd, at Lisbon, as 
would perform the moſt heroick Exploit, and make 
Man immortal, at Paris. | 
The preſent King of Portugal has had ſeveral 
Bickerings with the Court of Rowe, and with 
more Succeſs than any of his Predeceſſors. Hap- 
py for himſelf and his Kingdom! He is not a 
Slave to Prieſts; he liſtens to the Counſel of true 
Patriots, and, which is more, he follows it. 
The Misfortunes which Don Sebaſtian drew up- 
on himſelf, by his blind Submiſſion to the Monks, 
hould be a Warning to all the future Kings of 
Portugal. That unfortunate Prince ruin'd himſelf 
dy yielding to the Importunity of ſome Jeſuites 
he had about him, who perſuaded him to hazard a 
Battle with the Moors, though they had thrice his 
Numbers. The Reverend Fathers promiſed him 
miraculous Aſſiſtance; but alas! they were not ſo 
good as their Word: And the poor unhappy Prince 
paid down his Life for his Weakneſs and Cre- 
dulity. A ſevere, but juſt, Correction, for giving 
himſelf up to the Direction of Prieſts, in Matters 
lo remote from their Profeſſion. 
The Fate of Don Selaſtian was ſo much the 
more deplorable, that many thought the Jeſuites 
utcaded, by their Advice, to deſtroy him. How- 
| ever, 
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ever, this Fact is not very certain; yet many Hl. 
ſtorians make no Scruple to aſſert it. Some 2, 
are, ſays Brantome *, who aſſure as, that the Jeſu- 
ites acted with a good Intention; others are uy le; 
poſitive, that they were corrupted by the King of 
Spain, 20 puſh on that young and brave Prince 15 
his Ruin; that his Dominions might fall an ea, 
Prey to his ambitions Neighbours. I 

It my Opinion be asked with reſpe& to this DI 
pute, I muſt frankly own, that I can't determine 
which Side has the greateſt Probability. It may 
be alledged, that this is only an imaginary Crime 
charged on the Jeſuites by their Enemies, nor can 
it be denied that there are many ſuch: On the 
other Hand, it may be inſinuated, that *tis likely 
enough, that the Feſuites, ſo much devoted to the 
King of Spain, ſhould take this wicked Step to 
put him in Poſleſſion of Dominions he had already 
{ſwallowed in Imagination. In this Caſe, they did 
no more than really act, what they baſely endea- 


voured to bring to paſs in France, in the Times of 


. the League. 

Don Sebaſtian is not the only Monarch, who 
has loſt both Crown and Life through the peri: 
cious Counſels of Prieſts. Lewis King of Hau 
gary was {lain in a Battle againſt the Zzr4s, which 
was reſolved upon in conſequence of the Perſu 
ſions of a certain Cardinal, by whom he was cl 
tirely guided. A French King, of the ſame Name, 
by the Solicitation of the Clergy, was hurried Ul! 
to a bloody and expenſive War; and having marc" 
ed into Africa, at the Head of a brave Army, be 
buried himſelf, and more than Half of his Men, 
in the Ruins of Carthage. i 

No greater Miſchief can poſſibly befal a Prince, 
than to give himſelf up to a Set of Men, who: 
want of Experience makes them ignorant, bo 

| who 


Dames Galantes, Tome II. Page 88. 
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whoſe falſe Zeal and Bigotry makes them gs 
A Man who has Capacity enough to manage thir 
ty Devotees, is not therefore fit to govern a King— 

ow: States and Convents are two very dittc- 
rent Things: And yet how often have we ſecn 
the Sovereign Cringing at the Feet of his Conte(- 
ſor, and learning of him the Arts of Government, 
till, at laſt, the mighty Monarch has become the 
mere Organ of a deſpicable Monk. Even among 
Proteitants, where the Clergy pretend to keep w ith + 
in their own Province, there are but too many for 
directing their Maſters. What amazing and un- 
expected Alterations, not only in the Government 
of England, but in the Affairs of the grand Alli- 


ance, were produced by the ſeditious 3 oe 


one Sacheverel ? In the neighbouring Nation, we 
have feen another incendiary Preacher, of tolo 
table Parts for a Norman, giving himſelf the At s 
of a little Minitter of State. r is it not cer— 
tain, that theſe political Goſpellers ſeldom fail to 
decome popular. 

Happy, my dear Mouceca, the prince who makes 
2 right Choice of his F avourites ! Upon this alone 
the Peace and Honour of his Government d lepen . 
How many Monarchs, fam'd in Hiltory, owe ite 
Figure they have made entirely to their Minilters 5 
of State! 2? The glorious Epithet of Great, beitow- 
ed on the Prince, belongs, many times, more 
properly to his Miniſter. But tor Arritpa and 
Mecenas, in What Rank muſt we have placed Au- 
gaſtus? The Hiſtory of Lew:s XIII. What is it, 
but Memoirs of the glorious Actions of C: rdinal 
Kichelien * Lewis XIV. was indeed a great Man, 
but the Condes, the Tarennes, the Louwnis, and 
Colberts, ſhare with him the Glorics of his Re 181. 
The now reigning Monarch of France has a thou- 


land Virtucs to recommend him to the Eſteem of 


femoteſt Ages. He polleſſes all that Sweetnels 
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and good Nature, that Wiſdom and Piety, which | 


made Titus the Darling of Mankind. 


always virtuous. It was the Minions of Hen 


ry III. who miſled and ruin'd that unhappy Prince. | 


In all Conditions of Lite, vicious Favourites 


are dangerous; but they are molt ſo to Kings. A | 
private Man will find a thouſand Friends to re- 


proach him with his Folly, and warn him of the 
Danger to which bad Advice has expoſed him 
But 'tis quite otherwiſe with a King; fawning 


Courtiers generally commend whatever he does, 


be it ever ſo bad; ſo that he muſt never be unde— 
ceived, unleſs by the ſeaſonable Remonſtrance of 
ſome faithful Friend, who is permitted to ſpeak 
his Mind freely. There are but few Princes, 'tis 
true, ſo wile as to take this Courſe; but *tis as 
true, that there are few Princes who don't fal! 
into very great Errors: And the worſt of it is, 
theſe Faults fall heavy upon their Subjects; a 
Multitude of innocent People, who had not the 
leaſt Share in the Guilt, muſt bear all the Pu- 
niihment. Bad Kings are the ſevereſt Scourges of 
a Nation. The Plague is not ſo deſtructive to 
Mankind as the boundleſs Ambition of Princes. 
Pearth and Famine can't reduce a Country 10 
low, as the Vanity and Luxury of a Prince, who 
oppreſſes his Subjects to enrich a flattering Cout- 
tier, or reward a faithleſs Miſtreſs. Storms, Earti- 
quakes and Inundations, are more harmleſs Things 
than the Extravagance of Kings, and the large Pen— 
tions employ'd to corrupt the Miniſters of hci! 
Neighbours, 

Happy 


| Notwith- | 
ſtanding theſe good Qualities, his Majeſty will | 
frankly acknowledge his infinite Obligation to | 
that wile Miniſter he has choſen to direct his Coun-! 
ſcls. If Barrhas and Seneca had not been ſuccecd- 
ed by the cruel NMarciſſus, Nero might have been | 
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Happy thoſe Nations where the Kings are a fort 
of tutelar Deities, and {tudy nothing but how to 
promote the publick Happineſs, without expect— 
ing any other Temple or Worthip, but the Hearts 
ot their Subjects. Such was the Conduct of thoſe 
tenoven'd Monarchs of Antiquity, who were born 
for the Good of Mankind, and after they wee 
dead, had divine Honours paid to their Memory. 
Thoſe Heroes, who placed all their Greatneſs in 
the Good they did to others, what would they 
fay it they ſaw a King laying the Foundation of 
his Glory in Murder end Devaſtation, acquiring 
the pompous Title of Grand, by deſtroying a 
whole Country? What would they think, if 
they heard another ſtiled Magnificent for impove— 
tiſuing his Subjects? and a third called zarrep:d, 
for his Delight in Slaughter? Sure they would 
judge thoſe Titles very much miſplaced. 

Farewel, my dear Monceca. May the God of 
our Fathers make thee proſperous. 


, X $**** 
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LETTER XLII. 


AARON MON CEC A fro ISAAC ON Is. 


my Sentiments of the Engliſh Fragedy, and 
{hall now make ſome Remarks on the Co- 
mie Writers of this Nation. Theſe latter Authors 
{Cem to exceed the former by much. I went Ye- 
ſterday to a Comedy, and was well entertain'd 
ita tne Performance. The Characters were na— 
tural, the Plot well laid, the Stile chaſte; and, 
Wich was of infinitely greater Conſequence, the 
Moral was juſt, and conveyed to us with great 
Art, and a good deal of Humour. This Piece 
Was written by Congreve, the beſt, the Witt l. And 
1G modeit of all the Ezzlifh Poets in this d. ay 
It had been weil, it If ycherley and Vanbrugh had 
copied after this Pattern: Their Plays are indecd 
1.1! ot Spirit, and abound with Wit ; but too ot- 
ton tney oftend the modeſt Ear, and ants e 
Stage an Engine of Corruption; whereas it ought 
to be the School of Morals. 
it bears no Diſpute wich me, that Moliere's Co- 
medies are far ſuperior to the beſt of / yeherleys 
Productions. Not to inſiſt upon their inimitable 


Q OMETIME ago, my dear Iſaac, I wrote thee 
; 


Delicacy, they preſerve the juſt Decorum necel- 


{ary to lecure all publick Entertainments on 85 
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Zeal of thoſe ſqueamiſh Dodors, who are ever 
labouring to ruin their Credit. 

The beſt Argument we can uſe in Defence of 
the Stage, is, its Uſefulneſs to advance Morali- 
ty. The modern Plays are certainly adorn'd with 
ine Thoughts, and afford us many inſtructive Lct- 
ſons. Few Pcople of Figure care to hear Ser— 
mons, but they are generally good Cuſtomers to 
the Play-houſe; and I may venture to ſay, that 
the Courtiers have been more edified by Moliere's 


Comedies, than by all the good Sermons of Bour— 


daloue or Maſſillon. 

Do but reflect, my dear /ſaac, how much Ser— 
vice was done by that ſingle Comedy, Precieuſes 
rdicules? This Play corrected the Stiffneſs and 
Affectation of Freuch Manners, and poliſh'd their 
Language. But if we remove from the Stage that 
Modeſty which is eſlential to good Manners; it, 
inſtead of amending the Heart, while we pleaſe 
the Fancy, we do our utmoſt to corrupt both, 
by drawing a fine Picture of Vice, as in all the 
ſcurrilous Performances of Daxcoxr, and others 
of the ſame Stamp; whatever Strength of Geni- 
us may appear in the Execution of ſuch a mil- 
chievous Deſign, theſe Authors do but poiſon the 
Publick ; and only endeavour to render their mor— 
tal Draughts palatable, that they may go down 
with more Eaſe. 

Wycherley ſeems to have been at pains to col- 


lect all the Subjects capable of admitting a crini- 


nal Intrigue; he has even forced one upon thoſe 
which could ſcarce admit of it. Whatever Picces 

he borrowed from Moliere, he has corrupted, to 
ſuit his own vitiated Taſte. 'Fhe Comedy torm'd 
on the Model of Moliere's Ecole des femmes, tho? 
full of Fire and ſparkling Wit, comes far ort 
of its Original. Moliere makes the future Huſ- 
band only hazard his Spouſc's Fidelity, and is 


883 very 
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very careful to avoid every Expreſſion that mas 
break in upon Decency ; whereas „Ney in— 


troduces a pretended Eunuch, telling all the Word! 


of his Impotency : The Husbands, glad to find (4 
ſlate a Guardian, readily commit their Wives t 
his Charge. The falſe Origen, having pitched on 
a certain youthful Lady, obtains of her the hatt 
Favours. is, without doubt, happy for the 
Spectators, that the Comic Writers in Ezolan; 
are ſome what more delicate than the 'I'ragic Voets, 
Otherwiſe a very ſcandalous Scene would be g- 
hivited in that very Play: And yet, it would be 
no more {hocking in its Kind, than to introduce, 
in a Tragedy “*, a Husband ftrangling his Wie 


With his own Hands. This fine Sight the C5 


can behold, not only without Horror, but even 
with Admiration. : 

If we condemn the Ezg/:h Tragedy Writers, 
for tranſgreſſing the Rules of that Art; the Co 
mic Pocts are no leſs culpable, for oftending à— 
painſt Modeſty and good Manners. Ihe latter 
arc indeed more perfect in their Way. /\ychericy 
aud Haulrugh come nearer to Terence and All, 
ere, than Dryden and Shakeſpear do to Enripi ic 
and Jophocles, or even to Corneille and Racine, 
Sometimes indeed we meet, in their Works, with 
bolder Strokes than in the Latiz and French Pos; 
but theſe Strokes want Delicacy, and their Lulire 
is obſcured by whole Periods, where the Author 
leems quite loſt to all Modeſty. 

Congreve's Comedies are, by far, the belt that 
the Eugliſhih have. This Poet is worthy to rv! 


the great Moliere. Indeed he hath fewer [Faults 
thai the Freachman. His Plays are exact, full 0 
Lite, and conducted with juſt Prudence: Heb 
Cautious in his Expreflions, and never has Recouri: 
to ridiculous and low Humour to raile a ang 

Jo 
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He is well acquainted with Mankind ; all his Cha- 
It the EAN 


racters are true, natural and bright. 
i Comedies were generally as perfect as his, the 
Theatre of London would turpals that of Paris: 
But Congreve has written but few Plays himſelf, 
and there are not many of his Brethren who come 
near him. 

The meaner of the Comic Authors in this 
Country have a Cuſtom pleaſant enough. They 
pillage Moliere; nay, more, they disfigure him; 
nay, more (till, they have the Inſolence to criti- 
cite his beſt Pieces without Mercy. This Poet 
has no better Quarter in England, than Homer, 
Virgil, Horace, &c. amongſt the Adverſaries of the 
Ancients. All your Smatterers in Poetry form 
a Body to attack him, at the ſame time when they 
are putting oft their own miſerable Performances 
by the Help of ſome bright Sentiments ſtolen from 
him. 

is true, if Moliere was to be tried by the Ap- 
pearance he makes in theſe plagiary Scrapes, he 
would be caſt without Appeal. But how impo- 
tent are all the Sallies of theſe wretched Blotters 

of Paper? Can the Authors of a few miſerable 
Farces blaſt the Reputation of a Poet, eſtabliſh'd 

| W it the Opinion of every Perſon of Taſte? 
| 1 am aſſur'd, my dear Jſaac, that Comgreve al- 
ways profeſſed the higheſt Eſteem of Moliere; in- 
deed never did any Exgliih Poet of Note decry 
his Works. It is impoſlible that any judicious 
{ Man ſhould be ſuch a Slave to Prejudice, as not 
to diſcern the Delicacy, the Wit, the good Senſe, 
| which prevails in his Tartuffe, his Miſanthrope, 
his Ecole des Femmes, and his Femmes Savantes, 
| Did ever Corneille or Racine attempt to criticiſe 
| Sophocles or Euripides? On the contrary, they 
| beſtowed upon them the higheſt Encomiums. Boi- 
| /eau and Pope ſtand up zcalouſly for the Honour 
| Oi 
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of Homer and Virgil. It is not to be wonderce 
at, that the Peraulis, the Terraſſons, and ſuch pi- 
tiful Authors, ſhould form the ridiculous Deßen 
to ſully the Glory of theſe ancient Heroes of P 
naſſus. Scarron, d' Afſonci and Merivanx, who en 
deavour'd to burleſque Virgil, Ovid, and Fenclon, 
are incomparably more innocent; for, however 
they drew but bad Copies, yet they never had a 
mean Thought of their Originals. 

It ſeems neceſlary, in order to eſtabliſh a Cha- 
racter in the learned World, that an Author be 
attack'd by theſe paltry Writers, the very Scum 
and Excrement of Letters. 

I know not, Iſaac, if ever thou reflected on the 
Number of bad Books written againſt the mot 
reputed Authors. There is not one, however. 
that has eſcaped ; and their Adverſarics have ccn- 
ſured them with the fame Aſſurance, as if thy 
had been taking to task the Works of Bynaces'/: 
or Pradou. | 

Not to mention the impertinent Parallel betw:c7 
the Aucients and Moderns, in which the Author ha 
laboured more to depreciate the Greek and Labin 
Claſſicks, than to demonſtrate an Equality be 
tween the Age of Auguſtus and that of Lewis !: 
Grande; how many Jail and wretched Criticiſms 
have been publiſhed on the Tragedies of Corgeille, 
Racine, Crebillon, and Voltaire? is true, thele 
Pieces are generally admired, while the Animad— 
verſions upon them are deſpiſed and forgot; pet 


*tis equally true, that ſuch Cenſures were once | 


publiſhed, and found Fools enough to applaud 
them. 
Was there not a large Folio publiſn'd again! 
Bayle s Dictionary? Indeed, Men of Learning 
expreſs' d the greateſt Contempt of the Book : But 
this did not hinder others of no Taſte to approve, 
and buy up this dull Piece. Such 8 to 
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Letters are like Mules, who make no Difference, 
but carry every thing that is laid upon 'em. Their 
indigeſted Collections are not ſo properly Biblio- 
theques, as Bibliotaphs, if I may be allow'd to coin 


a Word, to expreſs a Place where a Multitude 


of Books lie buried. ö 

A filly Monk * had the Impudence, to publiſh 
a Diſſertation againſt the Charaders of la Brayere. 
Some Num-ſculls had the Patience to read it; 
and others of the ſame Stamp would (till vouch- 
ſafe it the ſame Honour, it the Tranſlator of Locke 
had not taken the Pains to expoſe the Weaknefs 
and Abſurdity of that Critick. | | 

Mozntargue, tor ſome time after his Death, ſu- 


ſtained a great deal of ill Humour from the 7an- 


ſeniſts. But this Author is as much read and ad- 


mired as ever, while the Criticks would be abſo- 


lutely forgot, had not the Publiſher of the laſt E- 
dition of his Ef/ays taken notice of them in the 
Preface. ND Z 

Dr Stilling fleet wrote againſt Locke ; but *tis 
happy for the World, that his Criticiſm was never 
tranſlated out of Ezg/:h; ſo that tis ſcarce known 
abroad; otherwiſe there are not wanting Fools 
enough to admire it. 

This Treatment of the moſt glorious Monu— 
ments of Learning, inclines me to reckon it a 
Mark of a good Book, that it has been criticiz'd. 
If in this I am right, it muſt be allow'd, that the 
Journaliſts de Trevouæx have done great Service, 
not only to the Works of the Fazſezr/ts, but allo 
to thoſe of the Proteſtants, and, in ſhort, of all 
the Adverſaries of the Jeſuites, amongſt whom 
they will not allow ſo much as one tolcrable 
Writer. In order to make Repriſals, I wonder 
the 7anſeniſts don't think of laying aſide the ſenſe- 
leſs and heavy Paper called Novelles Eccleſiaſtiques, 

| and 
A Carthnfian, under the fictitious Name of Vieneu!- Marville, 
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and of ſetting up ſome Literary Journal, where 
in they might criticize, without Mercy, the bett 
Performances of Petau, Sirmond, Bourdalowe, de 
la Kue, Daniel, &c. and cry up to the Skies the 
Works of ſome contemptible Authors, whoſe on— 
Jy Merit is Party Rage and Zeal againſt the Je. 
ſuitical Order. Without Queſtion, they have becy 
diſcouraged from this Deſign, by the ill Recey- 
tion of the Journal de Trevoux. They can't bit 
obſerve how little Regard is paid to the Criticilin; 
of that Moliuiſt Journal; and hence they conclude 
what muſt be the Fate of a Janſeniſt Collection, 
form'd on the ſame Model. They have therefore 
thought it more adviſeable to publiſh a Week!y 
Sheet, ſuited to the Genius and Taſte of the Vu!- 
gar. Happy 'tis for them, that their Advertaric; 
have ruined their Credit by carrying Matters too 
far, otherwiſe they had been very unequally match— 
ed. Perſons of Candour are offended at both 
Parties, when they plainly diſcover, that they ate 
equally animated by Fury and Reſentment. 
_ To ſpeak Truth, my dear Iſaac, when we con— 
ſider coolly what paſles in the Kepablick of Leet. 
ters, we mult be provok'd to ſee how little Sil- 
cerity prevails, and how much Partiality and In- 
juſtice is practiſed by the Learned, in their Re- 
marks and Criticiſms on the Works of their Ad- 
verfaries. 
Take care of thy Health, my Friend; and nc 
ver concern thyſelf with captious and angry Dil: 
putants. 


London, s. 
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T HE greateſt Philoſophers, my dear Iſaac, 


fall ſometimes into the ſame Errors and 
Abſurdities with which they reproach their 
Adverſaries. They forget the Principles upon 
which they eſtabliſh their own Arguments, and 
whereby they demoliſh Scholaſtick Chimeras. They 


advance, in their Turn, Notions as extraordinary, 


and attempt to explain Things as unaccountable; 
ſo that one may retort on themſelves their Criti- 


eiſms on certain Authors, whom they affect to 


treat with infinite Contempt, for theſe very Faults 
of which they themſelves are guilty. 

For Inſtance, let us obſerve Mallebranche ſevere- 
ly cenſuring the bold and ill founded Decifions 
of Ariſtotle. Sure, lays he, one muſt have a ſtrong 
Faith to believe Ariſtotle, when he advances nothing 
ut Logical Proofs, and when he explains the Ef- 
feds of Nature no otherwiſe than by the confuſed 
Notions of Senſe; eſpecially when he decides paſi- 
tively on ox one which . 8 above the Reach of 
human Underſtanding. He therefore takes Care to 
tell ug plainly, we muſt take his Word for what he 
aſerts; it being a Maxim with this Author, that a 
Diſciple ought to believe *. 

Who could imagine, my dear {ſaac, that a Phi- 
loſopher, who condemns ſo expreſly ſuch as ad- 


vance 
* Mallebranche, Recherche de la verile, Livre II. Page 18. 
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vance Opinions which they can neither prove not 
explain, would himſelt decide Magilterially on the 
Origin of Evil, and explain Philoſophically the 
Juſtice of God, in the Damnation of Children. 
For thou muſt know, that ſome Nagarenes be— 
lieve, that all Infants, who die before they g0 
through a certain Ceremony, reſembling our Cit— 
cumciſion, are inevitably miſerable to all Eter— 
nity. 

If Mallebranche had only ſaid, what every Man 
of Senſe ought to ſay, that he ſubmitted his Rea- 
ſon to the Faith of thoſe Myſteries which hi; 
Church obliged him to believe; if he had declared, 
that he thought Infants, dying without Baptiſin, 
would be damn d; not becauſe Reaſon told bin 
ſo, but becauſe Revelation had made it an Article 
of Faith; he might have merited Commendation 


for knowing how to ſet Bounds to his Curt ioſity. 


But, inſtead of this, he has gone further than ever 
Ariſtotle did; he has ſaid more extravagant Things, 
and attempted to explain more inſcrutable Myltc- 
"ries, in four Lines, than the Greek Philoloplicr 
did in bis whole Syſtem of Phylicks. 

Behold, dear 1ſaac, the pompous Jargon, ) 
which Mallebranche would prove it conſiſtent With 
Divine Juſtice, to puniſh an Infant, for a Crime 
to which it was no way acceſlory. A HHother, 


ys 5 lage Philoſopher, having her Brain full 


Irapreſſions made by ſenſible Objects, and which cis 
efface by reaſon of the Concupiſcence yet dwelling 1 
her, and giving Strength to carnal Appetites, com- 
municates theſe to her Child, whom ſhe brings furl 
a Sinner, though ſhe herſelf may be righteous. The 
Mother is righteons, becauſe oc actually loves God 
by a voluntary Choice; neither doth Concupiſccuce 
render her guilty, though ſhe may have followed 1, 
Motions in her Sleep. But the Infant ia her Wo 


having never loved God by Choice, nor ever bud 
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ny Motions of Heart towards him, is evidently in 
a corrupt and blind State, nor 15 ther e any thing in 
it but what deſerves his Hrath *, All this ſublime 
buſtian may be berg to this ſingle Foint: A 
Mother brings forth a Sinner, becauſe ſhe com— 
municates to it the Concupilcence of which ſhe 
is guilty. She hath, however, a Power of ſaving 
herſelt, DY mabing u fr ot Reaſon and loving God : 
Whereas her Child deſerves to be damn'd, for want 
of this Faculty and Power of loving God. 


Now, is not this a curious Chain of Arguments, 


founded on fine . ? I will, for once, per— 
ſonate old Ariſtotle, whom Mallebranche has fo 
Tricvouſly et re And tell mne, Monteur, Would 
| ſay to the French Metaphyſician, who 70rghe yore 
that a Mother could communicate % an latuat, ins 
capable of Ref! ere, concupiſcent Defires, which ex- 
poſe 3 1 Fo elerna | Miſery ? What Proof can war 
1705 that a juſt God will puniſh a harmleſs Injtiut 
ar 4 Fault committed without its Kzowleds « cad 
% through a fatal Neceſſity? If yor "U affert, that 
an Intant : in the li uml can reſiſi the Impreſſions it 
receives from Py Mother, pray tell me how 13 
qu the other haud, you in- fl own, that it is uttcily 
incapable oj N Alance, by the general Laws of Na- 
tre ; 1s it not abjurd to ſay, that it oh to be pu- 
af d for doing what it 8 20 eib awoid? I 
fould rather chooſe to ſay, that a Child { becomes u 
Szacr by ſuckiag the Mill of a Nurſe who is a 
Sinner, This Dodrine is not quite [0 epic rnaut 
70 common He ſe; he cauſe this Guilt u ay be 4 IT. dew, 
vat the other caunnts Tis po, ſible a Child mn 85 Ve 
without ſncking, but not without feeling the , 
os of the Aal“ her, while it remuius in her i1 amb. 
Is not this, my dea ar Iſaac, à rare Way of ex- 
plaining the Origin of Evi! ? kts at would the 
ancient Greet Þ hiloſophers 2 to the Freuch Cri- 
Vor. III. H | ticks, 
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ticks, who have been ſo liberal of their Cenſares 
to others, while they themſelves account for O. 
riginal din no otherwite than a Phyſician doth for 
Blemiſhes and Marks of the Body ? 

The Concluſion drawn by Mallebranche is yet 
more abſurd than the Premiies : For, after haviuy 
ſhewn the Manner how Children become Crimi- 
nals, he concludes, that becauſe they want a Power 
of knowing God, and conſequently of ſecing their 
Faults and repenting, therefore it is jutt they thould 
be damn'd. 5 

Can there be any thing lo ridiculous, any thing 
ſo repugnant to right Notions of God, as to ſup- 
poſe that he will punith ſuch of his Creatures as 
have not only no Power to avoid Sin, or to re- 
pent for it after "tis committed; but, which is 
much worſe, have really no Uſe of Reaſon, aud 
act only by Inſtinct? lor J can ſcarce imagine 
Father Mallebrauche ſo ſanguine, as to aflert, that 
a Child in the Womb ſnould be as learn'd a Doc- 
tor of the Sorbonne, and know, that a Creature 
. who loves not God by a Love of Choice, and whiſc 
[leart is not turned towards God, is in a State vj 
Blindueſs and Corruption, aud that there is ninth 
in ſuch an owe but what deſerves the Wrath of Gia. 
An Infant is ignorant of all this for many Years 
alter 'tis born; much leſs can it have any fuck 
Idea in the Womb. If then it has no Manner 0! 
Notion of Good or Evil, and if the Soul, tho' a 
Spirit, acts no otherwiſe in the Body than that 
Faculty of Vegetation in a Plant, is it not a mon 
ſtrons Abturdity to ſay, that it ought to be pu— 
miſhed for Senſations received from the XIattet 
which ſerves for its Nouriſhment ? 

When I hear ſome Nagarene Doctors accounting 
philoſophically for the Damnation of Intants, I Han- 
cy to myſelf ſo many Fools arguing with a Gentle— 
man for the cotting down and grubbing 35 115 
5 | | range 
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3 
Orange Trees, becauſe the Gardener, who plant- 
ed them, had done ſomething amils. Indeed a 
Man of Learning muſt make a very lilly Figure, 
when, by the dark Lanthorn of Reaton, he w ould 
caſt Light upon Matters of pure Revelation. I his 
obliges us to believe Myſteries: Let us then be- 
lieve them implicitely, without attempting to give 
Reaſons which commonty render them incredible, 
by making them appear ablard. 

I'his Advice, 1 allow, is liable to a very ſpe— 
cious Objection. Uf we oz7ht, favs one, blin, {ly 
1% ſubmit to every thing revealed, there is nh. T4 
but may be ſurported by ho pretended Authority of 
Revelation. In all Religious, the Jewiſh, the Na- 
zarene, te Mahometan, the greateſt Avſnrdities 
will be received. Do-not our N. hies, the Naua- 
rene Divines, and the Purkiſh Mafties and Der- 
viſes, plead Revelation for their moſt ridiculous Chi- 
meras? To this I anſwer, that we ought firit to 
cxamine carefully, whether a Thing has certainly 
been reveal'd or not; but being once thoroughly 
aſſured of this, there remains no more Room for 
Doubts abour it. 

When I ſay, that a Jew ſhould ſabmit his Rea- 
lon to Revelation, | don't moan that he ongat to 
receive all the wihinfical Notions of the Rabbies 
into his Creed: If Man attempt to impole upon 
him an Error, let him, as ſoon as he has diſco- 
vered, reject it. But as to Dottrines and Facts 
recorded in Scripture, when he is ſatisfied of their 
Authenticity, he mult humble himſelf to receive 
them implicitely, withoat pretending to explain 
divine Myſteries by human Reaſon. He mult not 
imitate the preſumptuous Folly of Mulebranche, 
il he would not ſhare the jult Reproaches thrown 
upon that vain Philoſopher. 

But to return to where | ſet ovt : Is it not aſto- 
niſhing, that ſo great a Genius, a firſt Rate Schot- 
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lar, who ſees clearly the Miſtakes of another Ay. | 
tor, Mould, nevertheleſs, fall immediately into 
the very fame Errots, without perceiving that he | 


acted contrary to his own Principles. Such de- 


plorable Blindneſs is a ſtrong Proof of the Weak- | 
nels of human Underſtanding, and of that unrea- 
lonable Prejudice a Man is apt to conceive for | 


himſelf. He imagines there is nothing above his 
Capacity: He fancies bimſelf able to unravel the 


deepeit Myſteries, at the ſame time that he ſevere- | 


ly ceniures others for attempting to explain *cin, 
Moſt of the modern Philoſophers, eſpecially the 
Metaphyticians, have done nothing but added new 
Miſtakes to thoſe they received from the Ancients, 
and for which they infult them groſly. The ſame 
Treatment they themſelves will probably mcet 
with from their Succeilors, who will, perhaps, 
likewiſe fall into the ſame Condemnation, and en- 
creale {ti} further the Doubts and Uncertaintics 
with which Philofophy is incumbered. 

to me it ſeems, that the bloody Criticiſms, 
wherewith the Philoſophers laſh one another, are 
the juſt Puniſhment of their common Pride. | 
am the more inclined to be of this Opinion, win 
I obſerve, that, in proportion to the Vanity of any 
Author, he is uſually treated with Contempt »y 
his Adverlſarics. Ariſtatle has met with no better 
Quarter of late than Co::z, or Pradou. The Cir- 
tefians have carried their Reſentment to Ex&s>; 
they condemn all the Works of the Greet Philo— 
ſopher, without diſtinguiſhing between the good and 
the bad. If the famous Preceptor of Alexander was 
to ri turn to the World, he would be thunderſtruck 
to ſ-e his once admired Works now deſpiſed by 
all, except a tew filly Monks. It might, however, 
attord him ſome Confolation, to oblerve the fame 
Fate attending his two great Antagoniſts, Pest. 
zes and Mallebrauche, the Credit of whole Works 
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is ſinking every Day. The Wiſdom, the Candour, 
and Penctration of Locke, has captivatcd all the 
wiler part of the Logicians and Metaphyficians. 
The great Newtoz has drawn the Admiration of 
all who ſtudy natural Philoſophy. The uncom— 
mon Modeſty with which theſe two Philolophers 
have deliver'd their Opinions, will fecure them trom 
Envy and Keproach. Accept, dear {jaac, of my 
beſt Wiſhes for thy Proſperity. 


EEE) 
London, : 


„* " 5 wh ets ths ed br ob ov tes wohtes 
Fr LESSEN OED ERS 


CO PCN REY EY CU CY ION EY, DON CUR CHD CNY CI 
EEE e e . . . 


LETTER ELI. 


AARON MON cEKCA fo IS AAC ONIS. 


meet with the Cabaliſt, here in England, with 
whom | became acquainted at Hamburgh. At- 

ter a few Compliments on his Arrival, I begged 
he would allow me the Honour of converſing with 
him now and then, during his Stay at London. J 
agree, ſaid he, with all may Heart, to the Propoſal ; 
aud promiſe not to conceal from you auy Myſtery of 
oar Art. Charmed with his Franknelſs, and with 
the Proſpe& of having an Opportunity to judge of 
the Conſequence of that Science, I thanked him in 
the kindeſt Manner. I am willing, ſaid he, 120 be- 
gin this very Day to explain to you the Priaciples of 
Hermetick Philoſophy. Let as go take a Walk in 
ſome private Place, t9 . Iuterruption. I rea- 
13 dily 


| meer the good Fortune, my dear Iſaac, to 
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dily followed my new Matter, and we both fit 
down in the Corner of a publick Garden, but little 
tre ented with Company. 

We had ſcarce taken our Seats, when the Ce— 
balift, with Eyes lifted up to Heaven, kept a pro- 
found Silence tor ſome Minutes, and lzem 'd Wript 
up in Contemplation. Coming to himſelf again, 
he fetched a deep Sigh, and asked me if 1 h. ad ne. 
ver read any Books treating of their Art? ] an- 
{wered, that J had read ſeveral, but found them f. 
mylterious. that 1 tor ever deſpair'd of comprehenc- 
ing their denſe. At theſe Words my Cabalil 
fetched another Sigh. „ Behold, faid he, the ſad 
„Effects of Man's Wickednels ! the Sages are o- 
„ bliged to veil the P'ruth, and conceal the val 
« Treaſures of their Knowledge even from goc 
Men, for fear the wicked and protanc ould 
 meddle with it. All the learned Enquirers into 
Nature have been forced to write ſo obſcurch, 
that it is ſimply impoſſible to penetrate th:ir 
«© Meaning, without the Aﬀiſtance of the Hoh 
„% Spirit, or of ſome Maſter of the Art. Theſe 
illuſtrious Philoſophers profeſs, that they don't 
© write but for the beloved Scholars of the golden 
+ Docrme*. Agmon, the great Ag mon, towards 
* the End of the TarbF, ſpeaks to this Purpole: 
„f we had not multiplied the technical Terms in uu 
* ſublime Science, even Children, at this Day, would 
we profane and make a Zeſt of it. And if T, ſays the 
„ renowned Ra/ts, was to reveal its Myſteries, there 
e would be no Difference between the learned and 

ee fhe 

* Sec the Introduction to the School of the tranſmutatory 
metallick Philoſophy, by David dr Planis Campy Page 1. 

Ihe Tzrb is a Collection of Viſions aſcribed to the ancient 
Philoſophers, whom they ſuppoſe to have been acquainted wit! 
th: Art of making Gold. Among whom they reckon 4 Koll, 
oc, And Pothe: cores, In this Book alſo are contained all 


5 Hatculous Fancies of the Cabaliſts. In ſhort, it may ve 
led the 4742 ot Talmud of the Artiſts, | 
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« the Ignorant. Almighty God, ſays Raſon in the 
« fame Book, has forvzd4 Philoſyphers to teach this 
« myſterions Art to the vulgar, left the World ſhould 
6 periſh. For this Cauſe that precious Medicine, 
« which vivifies and preſerves all Things in an equal 
Temperament, is ſo carefully concealed: Fur if all 
« Mew were altke rich, none would ſubmit to ſerve 
« the reſt; there would be no longer any Government 
« or Order in the World. 

« Theſe Reaſons, continued the Cabaliſt, are 
« ſufficient to jultity the Philoſophers writing in 
« ſuch a Manner as is intelligible only to thoſe 
that are initiated in the ſacred Myſteries of the 
« Cabaliſtick Art. But there is another Thing 
e which ties them down co a cloſer Silence, vi. 
« the barbarous and inhuman Treatment ſuch 
« have met with, who have been guilty of any In- 
« diſcretion in this Reſpect. There are Numbers 
« of T ragical Hiſtories whence Examples may be 
« drawn, to caution others to act with more Re- 
„ ferve. The untortunate Hermit, who imparted 
« the Secret to Bragardin, was murder'd by the 
« Hand of that Ruffian. KRrchard, an Englihhman, 
* having ſpoke too plainly to the King of that 
“ Country, was executed in the Power. You 
« fee then how much the Intereſt of Philoſophers 
is concern'd, either to ſay nothing, or to ſpeak 
«in a Language intelligible only to their Diſ- 
* giples.”* | 

To what Purpoſe, replied I, do you write Books 
of this occult Science, ſince they can be underſtood by 
none but ſuch as need no Inſtruction * You ought not, 
methinks, to publiſh Books which ſerve only to befuol 
Men of a covetons Diſpoſition, and reduce them to 
extreme Poverty. 5 

« I perceive, ſaid my new Maſter, that you ima- 
** gine our Books to be much more unintelligible 
* than they really are: For, howeyer obſcure 
? . « thele 
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** theſe Writings may be, it is not impoſſible, b. 


divine Aſſiſtance, without which Men can 6 
„ nothing, to penetrate their Meaning, and ſolve 


“going to inſtruct you in, by giving you a Key 
„% to all the different Stiles in which our Philoſo— 
„ phers have written. But, to pave the Way for 
„this, I will here unfold, without Diſguiſe, the 
« toundamental Principle of our Philoſophic Art. 
«© When the eternal Being created the World, 
% he divided the Waters from the Waters. He 
& then diſtributed the purer Part of theſe two Di— 
&« viſions into three other Portions. Of the frlt 
« and pureſt Part, he made all Things above the 
% Firmament; of the ſecond, he made the Fir- 
e mament, the Planets and fixed Stars; of the 


« hid a Spirit of Lite, which may be reckoned a 
« fifth Element. This is the Principle, the Sced, 
« the Support, the operative Virtue, of every thing 
«© jn the Univerſe. This fifth Element, unknown 
e to the Generality of Mankind, true Philoſophers 
« call the aniwverſal Spirit, natural Magick, the 
% Quinteſſence, the Elixir, Aurum potabile, the 
e Stone, Mercury, Axoth, Water, Fire, Dew, &c. 
% They make ule ot all theſe different Terms, the 
% better to conceal their Secrets; tho” it mult be 
© own'd, that every one ot theſe Names is very 
emphatick, and expreſſive of the I hing intend- 
ed. Tis called the Que, becaule it re- 
ſults from the Aſſemlage of the tour Elements. 
They give it the Name of Elixir, on account 
of its admirable Virtue in curing Diſea ſes and 
preſerving Lite. It has the Title of Aurum po- 
tabile, to denote that 'tis precious like Gold. 
It muſt be obſerved, that it is no Contradiction 
when Philoſophers tell us, that this Matter 1s 


« vegetable, animal and mineral; tor, as the uni- 
Es % werſal 


„ their darkeſt Enigmas. This is what I am nay 


ce third, he created the four Elements, in which he | 
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verſal Spirit cannot ſubſiſt without a Body, and 
« as no Body can ſubſiſt without Life, it is diftu- 
« ſed through all the ditierent Elements, and par— 
« takes equally of the vegetable, animal, aud mi- 
« neral Faculty. All the Secret of our Art con- 
« fiſts in finding out this vital Spirit, and putting 
« it into a Capacity to act freely on any Body: 
« For, being full of Heat and Lite, it purifies and 
„ brightens every thing to which it bas Acceſs, 
% and, in the End, infallibly effects the grand O- 
« peration. The ſage Philolophers, who have 
„ written on the Method of extracting from the 
other Elements this prolific and vivifying Seed, 
have made uſe of ſeveral dark and enigmatical 
% Ways of Expreſſion, which are called Szyles. 
% Merliz made ule of the Allegorick Style; King 
« Arthar, of the Parabolick; the great Hermes, of 
the Problematick; Arſileus, of the Typical; Bal- 
« gas, and the Coſmopolite, of rhe Euigmatical. 
« With reſpect to all theſe different Styles, the 
« Key of the two firlt will ſuffice to make the 
« Knowledge of the reſt eaſy. 

Merlin ſpeaking in the Allegorick Style, ex- 
“ prefies himielf thus; The King, having drunk 
« of the Hater, cant mount his [Hlerſe, The Mean- 
ing is, By a proper Mixture of Earth and Wa- 
« ter, the Matter is render'd liquid. He adds, in 
another Flace, The King, having taken a Medi- 
cine of Sal Armoniac and Nitre, was found dead. 
By this he intimates, that, by means of the e- 
* cifick Projection, or of the Spirit extracted trom 
the four Elements, the liquid Part was entirely 
„ fix'd and converted into Gold, the Fire of the 
* Furnace having conſum'd all the Humidity. 

„Ihe Euigmatich Style uſed by Balgus and the 
* Coſmopolite, is no leis obſcure than the Allego- 
rich to all who are unacquainted with this fifzh 
* Element, this Salt, or Spirit, which I have told 
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4 you is the Powder of Projection. For Inſtance, 


« Look, ſay the Philoſophers, upon the Infant tha: 


« ſucks, and be not troubled, for here lies the Hecret 
« of the Art, This dark Phraſe ſignifies, that we 
«© muſt purify the active and paſſive Matter, 5. e. 
„the Sulphure and Mercury, by a Fire that muſt 
«© be managed with great Care; we mult add Fuel 
„ in the ſame manner, as we increaſe the Quan- 
« tity of Food to a Child, in proportion to its Age 
«© and Strength. 
« our Writings are not unintelligible to ſuch as 
are initiated in the Myſteries of which they treat, 
„% and that we have Reaſon to hide our Secrets 
© from the Eyes of the Profane.” 

1 ſhall readily forgive your Philoſophers, ſaid J, 
their affected Obſcurity, becauſe you ſay "tis neceſſary. 
But I have ſtill one great Doubt with reſpect ti your 
admired Art; I can hardly believe, that any of your 
Virtuoſi have ever brought it to that Perfection, as 
actually to extradt this vivitying Salt from the other 
Elements. I am of Opinion likewiſe, that, notwit!- 
ſtanding all their boaſted Power, never any made a 
few Yellow Boys. I appeal to you, Sir, who are an 
Adept in the Science, do you know the Secret of cæ— 
zrading that Spirit of Lite, that Powder of Pro— 
jection, which is abſolutely neceſſary in the H to 
Tranſmutation ? 

„ grant, replied the Cabaliſt, that even thoſe 
&« who know the Manner of Working, are yet 
&« far trom Perfection in the grand Work. | here 
« are not, perhaps, two Perſons in an Age for— 
„ tunate enough to manage the Fire with that 
« Exactneſs neceſlary to arrive at the great End: 
The ſmalleſt Exceſs or Deficiency of Heat will 
« deſtroy all the Labour of twenty or thirty Ycars; 
« and whatever Knowledge a Man has, 'tis God 


alone who can prevent numberleſs eee 
| : „ that 


Thus you ſee, continued the Cabaliſt, that 
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« that will detcat all human Precautious. TI his 
«is the Reaion, that, of ſo many Sayes Who 
„ have laboured in this Aft, io Iew have luc- 
„ ceeded. I mult trankly own, the! 1 have re— 
« ycalcd to you tre molt hiddeu vylterics of the 
« Science, I Would br no means advile you to 
follow the Study of it, 1), was [| not abeady 
« engaged, 1 would not at this {ny chute it pre- 
« ferable to man other Occupulioics. I have 
«already confunicd very conhdetabde Sans; but 
« though I have not yet attain'd the Art of ma- 
„ king Gold, 1 have dilcovered ſeveral other im- 
portant Secrets that have recompenſed my Pains, 
« and encouraged me to proceed in the Enter- 
n Dries... 

It would then, replied I, be to uo Parpoſe to per- 
ſuade you 19 quit ſo aecertjul a Studi. I mould not 
offer to tell you what, no doubt, you have often told 
yourſelf : But il be glad to leara from you, as Uc- 
cafhon offers, any Secrets you ſhall think fit to com 
muaicate. With theſe Words | took Leave of the 
Chymiſt, who repeated his Promiſe to communi— 
cate whatever he found curious. 

It can't be denied, my dear 1/aac, that the Folly 
of the Cabaliſis and Chymical Artiits is very ex- 
travagant; it mult, however, be acknowledged, 
that to them we are indebted tor « Multitude ot 


uſelul Dilcoveries in experimental Philolophy. In 


ſearching for their fifth Element, and chimerical 
Powder of Projection, they have brought to Light 
the Manner how the Vitriolick and Metalick Fluids 
coagulate in the Buwels of the Earth, and ſo torm 
Minerals, Metals, and Stones, according to the 
different Sorts of Matter upon which they act. 
Chymiltry, by its Fermentations and Sablimations, 
gives us a Clear Idea of the Vegetation of Plants, 
and of the Growth of Animals. By its Diſtilla— 
tions we learn how the Sun, having firit l 

| the 
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the Waters of the Sea, or of the Rivers, exhalc; 
them into the Air, where they form Clouds, which 
diſtil in Rain or Dew upon the Earth. So many 
Diſcoveries, which we owe to the Study of Chy- | 
miltry, ought to plead even for the vain Reſcarches 
of the Cabaliſts, ſince we reap the Profit of their 
Folly and Extravagance. 
Adieu, my Friend: Live content and happy, 


and give thyſelf no Trouble about the PY 
Pher's Stone. 


. KK 
London, 
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LETTER CLI. 


AARON MONCECA O IS AAC ONIS. 


Te is no Nation, my dear Jaz. 


which is not chargeable with ſome wrong | 
Step. The French reproach the EAI lie! 


with burning Joan d' Arc, commonly called the ly 
Maid of Orleans, for no other Crime than having 
faithfully ſerved her King and Country. They WY 
alledge further, that, in order to palliate their * 
Cruelty and Injuſtice to that French Heroine, the) 18 
had Recourſe to Fraud and Impoſture, and ridi— 8 
culouſly accuſe her of Sorcery and Witchcraft. » 
The Eugliſb, at this Day, allow, that their Aur a | 
ceſtors were in the wrong to act ſo contrary te Es 
common Juſtice, and the Laws of War: But 90 


they maintain, that this Maid of Orleans, be 
| moe! 
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moſt of the Freuch Hiltorians honour as a Saint, 
was no more than a bold, enterpriſing Woman; 
and that the Courtiers of Charles VII. wiſely made 
uſe of her to retrieve the Affairs of that Prince, 
and to remove the univerſal Panick that had ſeized 
the Soldiers. 

This Diverſity of Opinion among the Hiſto— 
rians of the two Nations excited my Curiofity to 
to ſearch the Matter to the Bottom, and bring 
forth the Truth from the midſt of thoſe Mitts and 
Darknels with which it is ſurrounded. Paſgzzer, 
an Author above Suſpicion of favouring Superiti- 
tion, has given us an exact Account of the whole 
Proceſs againit 'F4az d Arc. He looks upon her 
as a Saint, and warmly defends her Memory: 
But, it on examining the Proofs which this Hiſto— 
tian brings to demonſtrate the pretended Revela— 
tions of Joan, their Falſity can be made appear, 
we'll be forced to acknowledge that there was 


nothing miraculous in what ſhe performed. In 


this Caſe, we muſt come into the Opinion of the 
Enziifh; and, while we aflert that ſhe was unjuſt- 
ly puniched, we mult allow that ſhe was only a 
Too! to promote the Stratagems of the Frezch 
King's Generals. Let vs but a little reflect ou 
the Reaſons which prevail'd with Paſquier to be- 
lieve the Maid of Orleans a Saint, and we'll eafi— 
ly diſcover their Weakncls. | 
“% Never, ſays my Author, did any Perſon ſuc— 
cour Frauce ſo ſenſonably, and fo ſuccelsfully, 
as this Maid; and never was the Memory ot 
any Woman fo b-ſpatter'd and torn as hers has 
been. The Eaglih condemned and burnt her 
as an Heretick, and a Witch. Some even of 
our own Hiltorians repreſent her as an artful 
Hypocrite, fuch as Num Pojaprlizs pals'd up- 
on Kome, in order to gain Credit among the 
People. This is the Opinion f. Laugy, in his 
Vor. II. = * BoOOR 
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« Book of Military Diſcipline. 'To this others 


% have added, that the French Lords put this 
«© Wench upon acting the Part ſhe did; and that, 
«© when ſhe pointed out the King among all his 
“% Courtiers at Chinon, ſhe received a Signal to 
« know him. Nay, ſome have been ſo bale as 
e to ſuggeſt, that Baudricourt, Governor of Le- 
„couleurs, debauch'd her; and, finding her of a 
„ ready Wit, put her upon this Entetpcize.” 
_ Obſerve, dear {/azc, that even when this Maid 
was living, the Truth of her dirine Miſſion was 
much queſtioned, and that theſe Doubts grew aud 
prevailed with Time. lu the Age when Pajyzic 
wrote, moſt People gave no manner of Credi: 
either to the SanGiity or Witdoin of Fear d Are 
on the contrary, they affirm that ſhe had no other 
{nſpiration but the Secrets of Bazdricortrs, As to 
the Moral Character of this Girl, I readily admit, 
that it was unexceptionable. The Proof that Pa;- 
guier alledges ſeems ſtrong enough. Jer Chaſt:- 
ey, ſays he, e preſerved to the laſt, eden in th 
12:aſt of the Troops, Indeed 'tis certain that the 
Eugliſb, who wanted a ſpecious Pretext to cover 
their Severity towards her, would not have fail“ 
to charge her with Incontinency, if any Evidence 
nad appeared, and yet there is no ſuch Article in 
the Proceſs. But thu! this may prove the Chaſti- 
ty of Jean d Arc, it ſays nothing for her Sandits. 
Admit that Baudricourt did not debauch her, 
doth not follow that therefore ſhe had a Com- 
million from Heaven; I don't ſee a necctlary 
Connection between being a Maid, and a I'ro- 
pheteſs, or Deliverer of Nations. I agree with 
the French Hiſtorians, that Joan d' Arc never had 
1 Baſtard ; but then I maintain, with the Ezgi/r, 
that her pretended Miſſion was a notorious Im- 
poſture. Lo be ſatisfied of this, let us hear what 
| Account 
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Account Paſquier , who labours ſo heartily to 
have her canonized, gives of the Matter. 

&« I ſhall, ſays that Author, run over the prin- 
cipal Articles on which Joan de Arc was queſti- 
on'd by her Judges. Being charged to ſpeak the 
„Truth, ſhe replied, that ſhe would tell whatever 
% concern'd her Father and Mother, but as to the 
% Revelations concerning King Charles, ſhe mult 
„be allowed eight Days, to know whether ſhe 
% may diſcover them or not. Being ask'd her 
Name, ſhe ſaid, that ſhe was of the Village of 
« Dompre, and in her own Country was called 
« Jeannete, but in France, Joan d' Arc; that her 
«4 Father's Name was James d' Arc, and her Mo- 
{« ther's Iſabella; that one of her Godfathers was 
John Lingue, and the other John Berry; that 
her Godmothers were called aue, Agnes, and 
« $yb:{e, beſides ſome others whom ſhe remembers 
« to have heard her Mother ſpeak of; that ſhe 
« was then about twenty nine Years of Age; that 
« ſhe was a Seamſtreſs or Spinſter, and not a 
« Shepherdeſs ; that ſhe went once a Year to Con- 
« feſſion; that ſhe had frequently heard a Voice 
« from Heaven, and ſeen a great Light; this ſhe 
„% took for the Voice of an Angel, who admo- 
« niſh*d her to go into Frauce and raiſe the Siege 


« of Orleans. She was further directed to Robert 
(C4 


(6 
(6 


« would eſcort her thither.” | 

fancy, my dear Iſaac, it 1 had not already ad- 
mitted the Virginity of our Heroine, 1 might match 
her Story with the Tale of Brother Lucius, which 
is put into Verſe by the ingenious La Fontaine. 
Doth not Baudricourt act a Part not unlike the 
Hermit in that Story, who cries out, with a Voice 


like Thunder, Good Woman, carry your Daughter 


to the Servant of God, who will beged upon her a 
Child that will one Day become a great Pope. 1 


£134 know 


de Baxdricourt, Governor of Vaucoleurs, who 
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know very well that Baudricourt and Lucius ad- 
ed from very different Motives ; the latter from 
Love, the former from Policy. In both Caſes the 
young Women might have been innocently drawn 
1to the Snare. But as to our Joan, it appears, 
by her Conduct, that ſhe was no Stranger to the 
Detigns of thoſe who had ſet her to work; ſhe 
knew periectly well how to play her Game, and 
was extremely deſirous to paſs for a Saint and | 
kicroine. 1 
think, I diſcern a near Reſemblance between 
ahn Arc and Miſs Cadiere. The one had in 
view the Defeat of the Engl, and the other that 
Of the Jeſuites: They equally intended to impoſe 
upon the World, and acquire the Name of Sancti— 
ty; and both pretended a familiar Intercourſe with 
tie Saints. Our Maid gave out, that fhe con- 
verſed immediately with God, as Paſquier adds 
in her Proceſs. She ſaid, that he knew God loves 
the Duke of Orleans; and that ſhe had more Reve- 
lations concerning him, than concerning any Perſon 
living, except the King. | £0] 
Thou ſecſt, dear J/aac, how the ſupreme Being 
communicated the greateſt Sccrets to this Saiilt. 
Nor was he leſs careful to provide faithful Mlct- 
ſengers to inſtruct her in his Will. She informs 
the Judges likewiſe of this Particular. 
„Being ask'd when the heard the laſt Voice, 
ſhe anſwered, Veſterday, three Times; once in 
„ the Morning, then about the Time of Velpers, 
« and laſt of all at Night. Being interrogate, it 
« ſhe had ever ſeen any Fairies, ſhe anſwered, 
« none that ſhe knew of; but that one of her God- 
« mothers boalted, that ſhe ſaw them often at the 
„% Fairy Tree, not far from the Village of Do4pre 
% Being examined who. they were that ſpoke to 
« her, ſhe replied, St Katharine and St Margare!, 
„% whom ſhe had often both feen and touch'd 1inc 
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her being impriſoned, and kiſs'd the Ground 
on Which they trode; that ſhe had aſſumed a 
„Man's Habit at their expreſs Command, and 
i was inſtructed by them what to anſwer when 
examined.“ 

Had I not Reaſon then to ſay, that Diſpatches 
were ſent her by the Hands of truſty Meſſengers? 
Katharine and Margaret were Couriers of tome 
Figure. This fingle Circumſtance will furniſſi 
many admirable Reflections to any Monkiſh Au- 
thor, who ſhall oblige the World with the Life 
of St. Joan. He could not miſs to obſerve the 
great Wiſdom in ſending female and not male 


Saints to converſe with our chaſte Maid: She 
would doubtleſs have ſtartled to find herſelt cheek. 


by joul with a Man; eſpecially if the Saint had 
been of the Order of Cordeliers, and appeared in 
his Habit: For we muſt notice, that theſe heaven- 
ly Viſits began at an Age when ſhe might have 
been eaſily ſcar'd out of her Wits. In one of her 
Anſwers ſhe ſays, that her firſt Converſation with 
Katharine and Margaret was at the Fairy Tree, 
when ſhe was but thirteen Years old. 

Is it pardonable, my dear Iſaac, in an Author, 
otherwiſe of Merit, to go about to prove Inſpira- 
tion by Tales ſo viſibly fabulous. A Philoſopher, 
who makes uſe of his Reaſon, be his Religion 


what it will, ſhall no ſooner read theſe Anſwers 


of Joan d' Arc, than immediately he'll fee that the 
whole is a political Stratagem. None needs won- 
der at the odd Things he meets with in Greek and 
Roman Writers, when he ſees the moſt reputed 
French Hiſtorians gravely narrating this childiſh 
Fable, ſo contrary to common Senſe. With what 
Face can a Nazarene, whoſe Faith can ſwallow 
this Tale, reject the moſt ridiculous Stories he 


reads in Herodotus. | 
143 We 
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We will be further convinced of the Abſurdite 
of this pious Fraud, if we attend bur a little to 
the Conduct of this Woman, while ſhe was in 
Priſon: For, being ſolicited by her Judges to re— 
tume the Dreſs of a Woman, ſhe replied, that % 
wiſh'd never to wear any female Garment except a 
Shift, after ſne was dead. Afterwards it was prc- 
poled to give her the Sacrament, in caſe ſhe would 
lay aſide Man's Clothes; but the obſtinately pre— 
ferr'd the Breeches to every thing, and choſe ra- 
ther to be excommunicated than put on a Petti— 
coat. However, at laſt ſhe agreed to hear Maſs 
in Woman's Habit, provided ſhe might put on 
Man's Clothes again as ſoon as fhe came from 
Chapel. Was not all this a pretty Fancy? 

But what is ſtill more extraordinary, it was in 
Goedience to the expreſs Orders of St. Katharine 
and St. Margaret that Joan was ſo much attach'd 
to the Breeches. It is true, ſhe paid dearly for he 
t,omplaiſance. © The Proctor, ſays Paſquzer, 
„having ſumm'd vp the Evidence, Sentence was 
„ pronounced by the biſhop and Deputy-Inquil:- 
tor; in which it was declared, that all that had 
been done by her was a Cheat, and the Inven- 
tion of the Devil, to delude the poor People; 
that ſhe was guilty of Blaſphemy againſt God, 
and Diſobedience againſt her Parents, beſides 
her impious Behaviour in depriving herſelf of the 
„ holy Communion rather than lay aſide Man's 
« Dreſs. There concurr'd in this Sentence the 
«© Biſhops of Conſtance and Liſieux, the Chapter 
+ of the Cathedral Church of Roax, ſixteen Doc- 
„tors, fix Licentiates, as many Batchelors of Di- 
* yinity, eleven Advocates of ARoan. This Sen- 
4+ tence was ſent to the Univerſity of Paris for 
„ their Opinion. They declare, that Fohn d' Arc 
was truly a Herctick, and a Schiſmatick, and 
zimmediately they ſent two Letters, one to the 

„“ King, 
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« King, and the other to the Biſhop of Beauvais, 
« defiring that ſhe might be put to Death.” 

Notwithſtanding the Advice of the Univerſity, 
the Engliſh were inclin'd to ſave her Lite, provi- 
ded ſhe would but give up the curſed Breeches that 
had hitherto ſo much infatuated her. Our Heroine 
finding, at lait, that ſhe muſt die, or put on a 
Petticoat, of the two Evils ſhe wiſely choſe the 
latter, without waiting for the Permiſſion of St. 
Margaret. | 

« Being carried into the Church, adds Paſuier, 
and placed on a Scaffold, ſhe was publickly re- 
*& buked. Whereupon ſhe declared aloud, that ſhe 
« ſubmitted to the Judgment of God and our holy 
« Father the Pope. But this not giving Satisfac- 
te tion, ſhe proteſted that ſhe would ſtand to the 
“ Church's Determination; that, ſince ſo many 


« wiſe and learned Men were of opinion, that 


her Viſions were not from God, ſhe was will- 
« ing to believe ſo too. Then ſhe made a 
« publick Abjuration, which is inſerted at length 
« in tne Proceſs. Upon this another Sentence 
followed, ablolving her from the Bond of 
« Excommunication, and condemning her to 
« perpetual Impriſonment. After this the reſum'd 
« the Habit of her Sex, and was ſent back to Pri- 
<4 T00-”” | . 

And now the Affairs of our Maid are in a pretty 
tolerable Condition; by facrificing the beloved 
Breeches, ſhe ſaved her Life. But the Devil of 


all was, that ſhe had not conſulted St. Katharine 


in the Aﬀair. This Saint coming to make her a 
Viſit in Priſon, was not a little vexcd to find her 
in Woman's Dreſs, and gave her a ſevere Repri- 
mand. Tell me, Child, ſays Kate, who durſt ad- 
viſe you to change your Habit, contrary to my paſi- 
tive Order Be gone, ſtrip 2 and get 
into Man's Cloaths, in ſpite of all the Biſhops and 

4 Batchelors 
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Batchelors in France. Joan obey'd, unhappily for 
at as the Sequel of Paſquier's Relation wil! 
ew. 


„They had, however, (ſays my Author) left | 


% a Suit of Man's Cloaths by her, in order to 
« try her Sincerity. No ſooner was ſhe left alone, 
< than ſhe repented of her Abjuration, and, upon 
« ſecond Thoughts, reſum'd her old Habit?“ 
This Abjuration, my dear Iſaac, reſembles very 
nearly Mils Cadiere's Recantation of the Charge 
ſhe had brought againſt Father G:rar4; they both 
quickly return'd to their former Sentiments. The 
one was ſchooPd by the Faxſeni/ts, as the other 
by St. Katharine. But our Maid paid dear for ker 
Wilfulneſs. 

« Early next Morning, being viſited, and found 
« in Man's Apparel, ſhe was ask'd how ſhe came 
% to make this Change? She replied, that ſhe did 
ce jt at the Command of the Saints, and choſe to 
« obey God rather than Man. Upon which ſhe 
« was pronounced a Heretick relapſed ;. and, in 
« conſequence thereof, was delivered over to the 
« ſecular Arm, and condemned to be burnt a— 
e live. The Univerſity of Paris, willing to bear a 
« Part in this Tragedy, order'd a ſolemn Pro- 
« ceflion on the Feaſt of St. Martin, at which 2 
« Dominican Friar made a virulent Declamatioy 
e againſt this poor Girl, to ſhew that all her Feats 
« were done by the Help of the Devil, and not 
„of God.” 

Behold what a Noiſe a Petticoat and Pair of 
Breeches made? What Diſturbance was occali- 
on'd by the important Queſtion, which of the two 
this maſculine Maid ſhould wear? Was not this 
a worthy Controverſy ? The French inſiſt upon it, 
that Joan ſhould by no means part with the 
Breeches ;. the Eugliſh, on the other hand, are no 


leſs politive that ſhe mult dreſs in Petticoats. Up- 
on 
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on this ſingle Point the whole Affair turn'd. In- 
deed, there was greater Reaſon for the Diſpute 
than at firſt Sight appears. The uncommon Cou- 
rage with which the ſuppoſed Sanctity of this Maid 
had inſpired the Army of Charles VII. had totally 
ruin'd the Affairs of the Exgliſa: In order therefore 
to retrieve their Intereſt, it became neceſſary for them 
to make the Maid renounce all Pretence to Revela- 
tion: Now the Moment ſhe laid aſide the Breeches, 
their Point was gain'd. On the other hand, oan 
d'Arc knew very well how much it concern'd the 
Freach that ſhe maintain'd the Impoſture, and eſpe- 
cially to give it out that the Saints were intereſt— 
ed in the Affair. This made her hold out ſo ſtift- 
ly. At length, the Fear of Death getting tne bet- 
ter of her Diſſimulation, ſhe conlents to give up 
the Honour of her pretended Inſpiration. As ſoon 
as ſhe had taken this Step, the Eagliſh ought to 
have reſted there, having ſufficiently ruin'd her 
Credit. But this could not gratity their Revenge, 
they laid therefore a Snare for her Lite, by leaving 
the Brreches in tne. Wah. Ine gut s Wel 
have ſhut up a hungry Dog in a Cook's Shop, 
gravely forbidding him to touch any thing. The 
Maid, recovering her Fright, reflects on the Con- 


ſequence of the falſe Step ſhe had made, and re- 


ſolves to repair it. She flatters herſelf that the 
Engliſh durit not take her Lite; but the Event 
proved how much ſhe miſtook their Temper. 

In ſhort, though I deny the Holinels of Joan 
a Arc, I would be far from refuſing her any Ho- 
nour that ſhe juſtly deſerves. She was certainly 
2 Heroine, and a Deliverer of her Conntry. The 
Cruelty of the Eugliſh towards her, is an indelible 
Stain upon that Nation. They ought to have 
treated her, when a Priſoner, with the Reſpect due 
to a faithful Subject, wha had zealouſly employ- 
cd her Wit and Courage in the Service of her King 

anc 
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and Country. If the Exgliſh had at this D 

ſuch a Captive in their Hands, they would v4 

mire her Valour, and revere her Perſon, as much 

- — would deſpiſe her Pretence to Saintſhip. 
eu. . 
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8 much as I'm prepoſſeſſed in favour of Locke, e 
A I can ſearce give into his Opinion, that the WW © f 
Soul, at ſame Times, ceaſes totally to think, 1 t 
while we are aſleep. I will not aſſert indeed, that 
this Opinion is adſolutely falſe ; I'm rather inclin'd 1 
to look upon it as doubtful, and ſhould have been . 
better pleaſed had he delivered this Doctrine as ea 
probable only, and not as certain. This ſage Phi- ou; 
loſopher ſeems too poſitive, that the Carteſiaus have De 
not rightly defined the Eſſence of the Soul, to 0 
conſiſt in actual Thought. We know, ſays bs, I A 
„ certainly, by Experience, that ſometimes we Cie 
e think; and hence we draw this infallible Con- ſo 
&« cluſion, that we have in us ſomething that hath de 
« Power of Thinking: But whether this Sub- * 


« ſtance thinks continually or not, is what we can't 
ee be aſſur'd of, any farther than Experience teaches 
« us. For, to ſay that actual Thought is 5 

| «© lentio 
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| « ſential Property of the Soul, is a plain begging 


« the Quettion *.” | 
"Tis my Opinion, dear Iſaac, that Locke had no 


* Ground tor this Criticiſm on the Carteſians. 


hey ſeein to have good Reaſon to juſtify their 


| Definition ot a Soul. 


„The Soul (ſay the Carteſian Philoſophers) 


| « hath no Dimenſions, neither Length, Heighth, 


« nor Depth; none of theſe Properties of Matter 


| « can be aſcrib'd to it. We know but of one of 


its Qualities, vi, the Faculty of Thinking: 
Have we not Reaſon then to believe, that it 


can't ſubſiſt without this Faculty, and that it is 
its Eſſence, ſince it is the only Quality yet dif- 


'* cover'd. For as we know that Matter exiſts, 
only by means of its Extenſion; ſo we know, 
that there are Souls, by Thought. We never 
+ ſcruple to define Matter by Extenſion, becauſe 
we know no material Being but what is extend- 


| © ed; ought we not, for the ſame Reaſon, to de- 


fine the Eſſence of the Soul by actual Thought, 
ſince we can't conceive a ſpiritual Subſtance, 
which has not this Faculty of Thinking?“ 

| will not affirm that theſe Reaſons are unan- 


| ſwerable, or altogether concluſive; but I mult at 


icalt ſay, that they deſerve our Attention, and 


2ught to be thoroughly examined. The Carteſian 


Doctrine, that the Soul always thinks, can't be ſaid 


do be without Proof; and therefore Locke had no 
Authority to charge theſe Philoſophers with de- 


ciding a Queſtion of Fat raſhly, and againſt Rea- 


; lon; or to ſay, that there is nothing but what may 


be prov'd in the fame Manner. © I need only 


« ſuppoſe, ſays he, that all Watches think, while 
| © the Pendulum is in motion, and this will prove 


« ſuf- 


* Locke*'s Effay on Human Underſtanding, Book II. Chap. 1. 


*10, All the other Quotations in this Letter are from the ſame 
Chapter, | 


xt 
i 
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<* ſufficiently that my Watch thought all lad 
„Night.“ To this the Carteſians might juſtly re. 
ply, Jou have no Reaſon to ſuppoſe that all Hatch, 
think, while the Pendulum moves, not only becar|; 
you have not the leaſt Probability that the Motion 
of a Pendulum has any thing to do with Thought, 
but alſo becauſe you are aſſured, that this Pendului. 
being a me Subſtance, has no other Propertic, 
than thoſe of Extenſion, Quantity and Thickneſ::; 
But with reſpect to our Souls, the Caſe is very dit- 
ferent: We maintain, that the Soul thinks, as well 
when we are aſleep, as when we are awake, becauſe 
we are ſure the Fuculty f Thought belongs to the Soul, 
not only when the Body is awake, but alſo when it 
7s aſleep. Of this the Remembrance of our Dream 
is an evident Proof. We have therefore ſoine Res- 
Jon to conclude, that the Soul does continually, wha! 
we are ſure it does, at ſome Times; whereas your 
Suppoſition of the Balance aud Watch is abſurd and 
ridiculoas. 5 

I proceed to examine Locke*'s Sentiments on this 
Subject; and I beg, dear Iſaac, that thou'lt favour 
me with thy Opinion concerning the Difficulties 
that caſt up to me. © The very firſt Time we fall 
« afleep, (lays that Philoſopher) we'll be ſatisfied, 
« that there is nothing in their Doctrine, who 
c teach, that the Soul always thinks. At lcalt thoſe 
„% who at any time ſleep without dreaming, can 
« never be convinced that their Thoughts were in 
« Action during the Space of four long Hours, 
« while they knew nothing of the Matter. Nay 
« further, if they ace waked tuddenly, in the Middle 
&« of that ſleepy Contemplation, they can't give 
e the leaſt Account of what they were thinking. 
« It will perhaps, be ſaid, that the Soul thinks 
even in the deepeſt Sleep, but the Memory re— 
„ tains it not. But it ſeems hard: to conceive, 


how the Soul in the ſleeping Man ſhould aA 
| = Mo— 


| ſcaped me; when I have do 
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« Moment buſy thinking, and the very next Mo- 
« ment, in the waking Man, not be able to te— 
« collect the leaſt Ciccumitance of all the Train 
« of Thought that paſſed in the Mind. To make 
« a Man believe this, ſome better Proof than a 
« bare Allertion would be necetlary.” 

The Carteſiaus might antwer to thele Arguments, 
that far from reſting their Doctrine upon the ſole 
Credit of their Word, they appeal to daily Expe- 


rience, which demonſtrates the I'ruth ot their O- 


pinion. Indeed it doth not ſeem ſtrange, that a 
Man, waking ſuddenly, ſhould loſe the Remem- 
brance of what he was thinking while aſleep, when 


| we ſee every Day Men broad awake torgetting one 


Minute what they were thinking about the very 


| Minute before, and ſtriving, to no purpoſe, to call 


it to mind. There is not a Man in the World 


| who can't from Experience atteſt this: Nothing is 
more common than to hear one ſay, I had ſome— 


thing to ſay to you this very Moment, but it has e- 
ne all I can to recollect᷑ 
it, I can't think of it. Now, my dear Iſaac, ſince 


the Soul forgets totally what it was thinking the 
very laſt Moment, even while the Body is awake, 
| I would ask, can it be thought ſtrange if the fame 
Soul loſes the Remembrance of thoſe Thoughts 
| which employed it while the Body was aſleep; and 


conſequently could receive but flight Impreſſions, 


| becauſe its Organs and Senſes are in a manner 
| lock'd up. Will it be ſaid, that the Soul may 
| poſſibly reſt for a Moment, .. e. ceaſe from think- 
| ing, even when the Body is awake. This would 
be ſo glaring an Abſurdity, that common Experi- 
| ence would ſufficiently refute it. The celebrated 
' Locke was too quick lighted to adopt this Sentiment; 


on the contrary, he poſitively aſſerts, That the 
« Soul never ceaſes to think, while a Man is a- 
«& wake, becauſe actual Thought is the very Thing 

VOI. III. K k « that 
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te that conſtitutes the waking State.” Let me ſee 
then one who can aflign a Reaſon for a Man's 
forgetting his Thoughts while awake; and the Car- 
teſians, in their turn, ſhall explain how a Man, that 
has thought al! Night, cannot retain the leaſt Re- 
membrance of it next Morning. 

The Difficulty which Locke propoſes with re- 
ſpect to the Inutility of the Soul's thinking in Sleep, 
appears to me very inconſiderable. “ Po think 
often, ſays he, and not to retain our Thoughts 


% one Moment, is a very uſeleſs fort of Think- 
cc 
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little, 1t at all, excell a Looking-glaſs, which 
receives a Variety of Images, but retains none. 
They all vaniſh and diſappear, without leaving 
the leaſt Trace behind them; the Mirrour is ne- 
ver the better for ſuch Images, nor the Soul for 
ſuch Thoughts. If the Soul retains no Memory 
„of its Thoughts; if it cannot lay them up, and 
bring them forth upon occaſion ; if it cannot re- 
ficet upon what is paſt, and make ule of its for- 
mer Reaſonings and Experience; to what Pur- 
e poſe does it think? Thoſe who make the Sou! 
think in this manner, degrade it little leſs than 
thoſe who will allow 1 to be nothing but the 
„ ſubtle Parts of Matter. The Truth is, Cha- 
„ racters written in the Duſt, which the firſt Blaſt 
of Wind will efface, or Impreſſions made on 
an Aſſemblage of Atoms, or animal Spirits, are 
4 jult as uſetul as ſuch Thoughts. Nature makes 
nothing in vain ; 'tis therefore hard to conceive, 
that our infinitely wife Creator ſhould beſtow 
c upon us the noble Faculty of Thinking, to be 
employed ſo idly, for at leaſt one quarter of the 

6 Time it is in Action.“ 
This Paſſage of our Author contains two Ob- 
jections. The firſt reſpects the Inutility of Thought 
in Sleep: But the Carteſians may well reply, 3 
| thoOle 


ing; and the Soul, in ſuch a State, does very 
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thoſe Thoughts, which Locke looks upon to be 
ſuperfluous, may be very neceſſary, tho' we can't 
point at their particular Uſe. Becauſe we can't 
comprehend the V ſe of a Thing, we mult not hence 
conclude, that theretore it ought not be. The 
Weakneſs of the human Underſtanding makes it 
impoſſible tor us to penetrate the Uſe of number- 
leſs Beings, whole Exiſtence we have no Right to 
deny. Beſides, Experience ſeems to confirm, that 
the Soul is better for the Thoughts wherewith it 
is entertained in Sleep, tho' they are not commu— 
nicated to the Body. | he 1 ranflator of Locke re- 
marks very pertinently, that the Inutility of theſe 
Thoughts is, by no means, ſo certain as that Au- 
thor imagines *. A Child, ſays he, who has a Do- 
zen Lines out of Virgil to get by Heart, reads them 
over three or four times before he go to bed, and in 
the Morning, as ſoon as he awakes, he repeats them 
perfectly well. Now does his Soul think of theſe [erſes 
while buried in a profound Sleep? The Child remem- 
bers nothing of the Matter : However, if the Soul 
actually ruminated on theſe Verſes, as, I think, one 
may ſoppoſe with ſome Appearance of Reaſon, then 
here are Thoughts not altogether uſeleſs to a Man, 
tho* he have not the leaſt Remembrance that his Soul 
was employed about them ſo much as for one Moment. 

This fr Objection being removed, the ſecond 


falls of itſelf. When we have proved, that the 
Thoughts of a Man afleep may be uſeful to him, 


even tho? he is not conſcious that he thought, the 
received Maxim, that Nature does nothing in vain, 
and that God, acting with infinite Wiſdom, never 
beſtows ſuperfluous ale on any Creature, can no 


longer be urged in the preſent Caſe. In order to 
give Force to theſe Arguments, it ought firit of 
all to be proved, that the Thoughts of a Man a- 
fleep are abſolutely uſeleſs ; and even when this is 
K k 2 done, 
Remarque à la Page 73. de la 2. Edition. 
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done, there would ſtill remain a conſiderable Dif. 
ficulty to be reſolved. Of what Uſe, might one ſay 
to Locke, are Dreams? Are they very neceſſary to 
Men What great Advantage do they reap from that 
Colle tion of whimſical and monſtrous Ideas preſented 
to their Imagination? Here are Thoughts that occu- 
py the human Soul, while the Body is aſleep ; and 
yet they are little better than nſeleſs. God might 
therefore have ſeen it fit to grant Man a Power if 
forming other Thoughts equally uſeleſs, becauſe all 
Remembrance of them is entirely loſt. 

Farewel, my dear Iſaac; may Happineſs attend 
thee, e 


. Nn 
London, A 
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Barbinel, Rabbi, his Commentaries on the leſſer 
Prophets very good, 288; the Jews forbid to read 
them in Italy, ib. his Character, ib. his grand Fu- 
neral at Padua, 289. | 


Abraham de Balmis, a learned Jew, 289, 


Adam, ſpoke Greek according to Ericus, 26; his Lan« 
guage uncertain, tho' probably it was Hebrew, 28; 
taught it by God, ib. ' 

Addiſon, inferior to Racine, 309; has improved the 
Engliſh Tragedy, 310; hurt his Cato by a cold Love 
Scene, 313; the Character of Cato in that Tragedy, 
the moſt beautiful that ever appeat'd on the Stage, 315. 

Adverſity, requires great Strength of Mind to bear it, 306. 

Agamemnon, the Cut-throat of his Family, 180. : 

Agrippa, procur'd for Auguſtus moſt of his Glory, 331. 

Ajax, was a Madman, 180. 

Air, ſix Foot of it ſtrikes the Senſes no more than 
one, 125; full of Bodies, tho' it appear empty, 16. 

Akiba, a very learned Jew, 290; bis Writings fadly in- 
terpolated, ib. ill treated by the Nazarenes, ib. : 

Alba, Duke de, his Opinion of the Miracle ſaid to haps 
pen while Charles V. was fighting againſt the Pro- 

teſtants, 100; his Orders to his Son at the Siege of 
Harlem, ib. | 

Alberoni, Cardinal, an able Miniſter, 14. 

Alchymy, ſee Cabaliſts and Philoſopher's Stone. 

| K k 3 Alexander 


| 
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Alexander the Great, guilty of enormous Vices in che 


laſt Part of his Life, 180; his Body taken out of 


the Golden Shrine in which it was incloſed, and put 


into one of Glaſs, 191. | 
Alphabet, the Hebrews gave it to the Greeks, rog. 


Altena, a dangerous Rival of the City of Hamburgh, 96. 
Americans made uſe of Marks anſwering to the Egype. | 


tian Hieroglyphicks, 115. 


Ambaſſador, Engliſh, ill uſed in Muſcovy, 175. 
Amſterdam, its Senate deſcrib'd, 6 W 7. 


Anthony, St. his Image plac'd by the Papiſts in room 


of that of Pan, 187, 
Hpoſilgs preach'd the Unity and Immateriality of God, 
142: ſeal'd their Doctrine with their Blood, ib. 
Arabia, its Deſarts without Water, 126. 


Arc, Joan de, the Maid of Orleans, her Hiſtory exa- 


min'd, 354, Oc. look'd upon to be an Hypocrite by 
many French Hiſtorians, 355; compar'd to Miſs Ca- 
diere, 358. 


Ariſtotle, criticis'd by Mallebranche, 341, c. condem- 


ned by the . 346; regarded only by the 


Monks, ib. look'd on as a Cabaliſt, 348. 

Arnauld perſecuted by the Jeſuites out of mere Spite, 142, 

Arſileus, a famous Hermetic Philoſopher, 351. 

Arthur, King, an Alchemift, 351, 

Aſſaſſins, ſeldom eſcape Puniſhment, 194; reſtrain'd by 
being denied the Benefit of a Confeflor when they 
are hang'd, 284. 

Aſtorgas, * Marchioneſs de, preſents her Husband with 
the Heart of his Doxy dreſs'd up in a Ragoo, 85. 
Aſtrologers, baniſh'd Rowe by Edits, but ſtill remain'd 

in it, 195. | 

Atheiſts, very credulous when they come to die, 269. 

Athenagoras, fancied the Satyrs to be fallen Angels, 129. 

Attraction, ſubſtituted by Sir Iſaac Newton in room of 
the Vortices of Deſcartes, 261. | 

Adventures, of a Queen of Spain, 17; of Philip IV's 
Wife, 18; of a Carmelite with a married Woman of 
Seville, 48, ec. of a Dominican in a Bawdy-houſe, 52; 
of Count Montemar's Daughter, 39; of a Spaniſh and 
Portugueſe O ffi cer, 118; of two ſquabbling Authors, 
B43; of Mr Michon and his Wife, 187. Cc. of a Mu- 


ſician 
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fician and a Metaphylician, 196, exc. of an Inns 
keeper's Son with an Engl Lady of Quality, 236; 
a tragical one of a whole Engliſh Family, 302, 303; 
a fatal one of a Frenchman Who would imitate the 
Engliſh, 304, 305; ot a Spaniard reduc'd to Poverty, 
306, 307; of an unfortunate Chineſe in France, 320, 
&c. of the Patriarch and Corregidor at Lisbon, 327. 

Auguſtus, no better than a Highwayman in the former 
Part of his Life, 181; would have made but a poor 
Figure, but for Agrippa and Mecenas, 331. 

Authors, never commend, but witn Deſign, 143. 

Auto de fe, a Sentence of the Inquiſition, its Execution 
deſcrib'd, 31, &c. 

Azoth, the fifth Element of the Cabaliſts, 350, 


B 


Bacon, Chancellor, a kind of Harbinger to Deſcartes and 
. foretells the Downfall of the Scholaſtic Phi- 
loſophy, 264; his Moral Writings fine, but not ſo 
agreeable as Montaigne's Eſſays, 265; is fined and 
deprived of his Employment, ib. 

Balgus, an Hermetic Philoſopher, 351, 1 

Balmis, Abraham de, a learned Jew, accus'd of Scep- 
ticiſm, 289. 

Balthaſar, Gracian, a ſtiff and affected Writer, 105, 

Banditti, hang'd in Italy without Confeſſion, 284. 

Baptiſm, Mallet ranche's cruel Opinion of Infants who 
die Without it, 342, Cc. 

Baudricourt, Robert de, inſtructs the Maid of Orleans, 
356, Oc. 


Bayle, careſs'd in Holland, 41; his Character of Secłen- 


dorff, $1; criticis'd, and the Criticiſm deſpis'd, 338, 
Beneſices, the Keys of Clergymens Hearts, 165. 
Berlin, that City deſcrib'd, 76, 

Bibliotaphs, what, 339. | 

Biron, Marſhal de, his Jeſt on Queen Elizabeth, 277. 

Biſſetre, a Houſe of Correction in France, 321; the Abs 
bot de Fontaines whipp'd there twice a Day, ib. 

Bodies, dead, long preſerv'd in ſome Places, 245; a 
ſtrange Inſtance of this at Tholouſe, ib. 

Boileau, a zealous Defender of Homer and Virgil, 337, 


Bojars, 


I 
| 
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Bojars, Slaves of the Czar of Muſcovy, 176. 

Bois, Cardinal du, his ill Character, 317, ezc. very libe. 

ral in 3 Lettres de Cachet, 320, 

Bourbon, Duke de, delivers a poor Chineſe out of Prilon, 
and ſends him home, 322. 

Bourdaloue, Father, his Sermons excellent, 293. 

Bragardin, kills a Hermit Philoſopher, 349. 

Brantome, his Opinion concerning the Death of Don 
Sebaſtian, 330. 

Breeches, of St Raymond, aſſiſt barren Women, zo. 

Brocks, a good Poet of Hamburgh, 82. 

Brutality, falſly reckon'd a Conſequence of Liberty, 173, 

Bruyere, his Characters attack'd by Vigneul- Marville, 339, 

Buckingham, Duke of, a good Poet, 270. 

Burnet, alearned Scotſman, imitates De Thou, but comes 
not up to him, 265; accuſed of Vanity and Partiality, 
but excus'd, 265, 2663 converts the Earl of Rocheſter, 
and .publiſhes a Book concerning it, 268, 269. 

Burrhus, ſerves Nero with great Capacity, 332; bis Cha- 
rater finely drawn by Racine, 315. 

Cc 

Cabala, ſome of its Notions not impoſſible, 124; a Con- 
ve: ſation about that kind of Philolophy, 348. 

Cabaliſts, their Fictions bappily applied by Pope, 267, &c. 
their Writings obſcure, and why, 348, c. their fifth 
Element, and its various Names, 350; their difterent 
Styles, 351; few obtain the grand Secret, 352; they 
— 2 however ſeveral uſeful Things in Natural 
Philoſophy, 353. 

Cadies, Turiiſh, make free with Revelation, 299. 

Cadmus, taught the Art of Writing to the Greeks, and 
is reckon'd the firſt Inventor of it, 108. 

Cairo, many Samaritans live in that City, 294. 

Calais, the Saying of an Engliſh Officer, when it was 

deliver'd up to the French, 171. 

Calvin, the Church of England have embrac'd his Doc- 
trine, 248. . 

Caraites,theSadducees were firſt of their Sentiments, 1593 
the only true Jews, 299, | | 

Carliſle, Earl of, complains of Ill-treatment in Ruſſia, 7 75. 
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Carmelite Frier, a merry Story of one, 48, ce. 

Caroline, Queen, her excellent Character, 270, 271. 

Carteſians, 3 compare Mallebranche to Locke, 261; 
their Opinion of the Soul's Eſſence conſider'd, 364, Cc. 

Catalonia, Miquelets of, great Villains, 180. 

Catullus, a better Poet than Waller, 267. 

Cecilia, St. ſupplies the Place of Minerva, 187. 

Certificates, of Miracles, little Credit due to them, 247, 

Ceſar, Julius, an illuſtrious Highwayman, 180. 

Ceſarius, a ſuperſtitious Monk, 293. 

Chamillard, a bad Miniſter, 319. 

Chanmele, a famous Actreſs, belov'd by Racine, 313. 

Charenton, a Priſon for mad People, 321. 

Charles II. King of Spain, his Queen ſaved by two 
Cavaliers, 18. 

Charles II. of England, much careſs'd in the Begin- 
ning of his Reign, but plotted againſt in the End, 222 
his Reign very corrupt, 266. 

Charles XII. of Sweden, a Prince of vaſt Courage, but 
cruel, 183. | 

Chatel, John, ſtabbs Henry IV. of France, 195. 

Chicane, the Engliſh much addicted to it, 219. 

China, Chriſtianity eſtabliſh'd in it by the Jeſuites, 149. 

Chineſe, one miſerably uſed in France, 321. 3 

Church, Romiſh, threaten'd by the Diviſions in it, 63; 
by the ill Conduct of the Prieſts, 64; by the Power 
of Ruſſia, 66. 

Church, of England, embraces the Doctrines of Calvin, 

but reſembles the Church of Rome in their Forms 
and Government, 248; their Clergy make a gay 
Figure, 253. | 

Chymiſtry, uſeful in Experimental Philoſophy, 353. 

Cicero, expoſes the Abuſe of Speculation, 197. 

Clemens, of Alexandria, fancied the Fawns to be fallen 
Angels, 129. fs 

Clement, John, the Aſſaſſin, his Death, 308. 

Colbert, a wiſe Miniſter of Lewis XIV. 331. 

Comedy, Engliſh, (ome Remarks on it, 334, Cc. 

Commentators on the Bible, very pernicious, zoo. 

Commerce, impair'd by the Privileges of the Nobility, 153. 

Congreve, the beſt Engliſh Comedian, 336, 

Conſtancy of a poor Spaniard, 307. 
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Convulſionaries, in France, Demoniacs or Impoſtors, 158. 

Corneille, ſuperior to Shakeſpear, 309; ſinks ſometimes 
very low, 314; the Jaſt Act of his Rhodogune a Ma- 
ſter Piece, ib. 

Cortes, Fernando a great Villain, 100, 

Coſmopolite, an Hermetic Philoſopher, 351. 

Court of Rome, always making Attempts on the Rights 

of Kings, 137; baniſhes the Proteſtants out of France, 
202; little favour'd by the French, 328. 

Courage, does not appcar in the Self. murder, ſo fre- 
quent in England, 30g, 306. 

Council of Trent decrees, that the Conſent of Parents 
is not neceſſary in Marriage, 87. 

Curves, in Algebra, made uſe of by Deſcartes, 260. 

Courtiers, mere Weather-Cocks in Religion, 328; more 

attentive to their own Intereſt, than that of their 
Maſters, 233; Difference between the Engliſh and 
French, 236. 

Crime, one never to be puniſh'd by another, 136. 

Crebillon, his Opinion of Paternal Duty, 154; wretch« 
ed Criticiſm on his Works, 338. | 

Crouza's Critic on Bayle's Dictionary little eſteem'd, 
338, 

Cruelty, a ſtrange Inſtance of it in a Spaniſh Lady, 83. 


D 


Damaſcus, inhabited by Samaritans, 294. 
Damnation, leſs terrible to ſome Papiſts, than being 
buried in unconſecrated Ground, 285; of Infants, 
a horrible Doctrine, taught by Mallebranche, 342 ; re- 
futed, ib. | 
Dancour, a Writer of Comedy, an immodeſt Author, 335, 
Daniel, Father, a French Hiſtorian, 265. 
David, Impertinencies about his Birth, 298. 
Debtors, Inſolvent, the apparent Hardfhip of the Law 
againſt them vindicated, 286, NOR. 
Deity, its Unity and lmmateriality learn'd from the 


Jews, 142; the wiſeſt of the Ancients had but a very 


imperfect Idea of Him, 141. 
Deiſts, the modern, like the ancient Sadducees, 160; àc- 
| knowledge a future State, ib. = 


t 
| 
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Deſcartes, the Reſtorer of true Philolopty, 258; open'd 
the Eyes of the Engliſh Lite ati, ib ſuperior to Hobbes, 
ib. inferior to Sir 1Jaac Newton, 261; looks upon 
Brutes to be mere Machines, 263; his Philoſophy 
loſes Credit every Day, 346, 347. 

Deuteroſes, a Book of Jewiſh Traditions, compoſed by 
R. Akiba, 290, 

Dioptricks, made a new Science by Deſcartes, 260. 

Dirachium, a Satyr preſented co Sylla at that Place, 130, 

Divines plague the World with their lmpertinencies, 105, 

Dompre, the Birth Place of the Maid of Orleans, 357. 

Dorſet, Earl of, an Engliſh Poet, 270. 

Dryden, has mended the Engliſh Tragedy, 310. 


E 


Eccleſiaſticłs, compar'd to Emeticks in Medicine, 185; 
reſtrain'd from Perſecution in ſome Countries by the 
Magiſtrate, 201; great Diſturbers of public Quiet, 249; 
mortified by the King of Portugal, 327. 

Edward IV. of England, an enterpriſing Prince, de- 

poſed, 222. 

Education, the Spring that directs Mens Actions, 173. 

Egyptians, their Tombs deſcrib'd, 186 and 190; made 
uſe of Votive Tables, 187. | 

Elixir, the fifth Element of the Chymiſts, why ſo call'd, 
3509. 

Flizabeth, Queen, a She Pope, 27); refuſed the Sove- 
reignty of Holland and Zealand, 278; rallies the 

| the Popiſh Maſs, ib. 
Empires, circulate from one Hand to another, like 
Money, 23. 

England, the happy Effects of a Toleration in that 

Country, 206, 207; powerful, populous and plenti- 

ful, 210; its Trade extenſive, 212; Nobility regard- 

ed here according to their Merit, 217; abounds with 
learned Men, 256, Cc. ſtrange Effects happen here 

| from a ſeaitious Sermon of Dr Sacheverel, 331. 
Engliſh, Mob, inſolent, 218; Self-conceir the Foible of 

the Country, i6 their Manners inconſiſtent, 219; ro- 

buſt and well made, 210; deſpiſe Foreigners, 211, ec. 
bate the French implacably, 213; Greatneſs of Soul 


ap- 
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appears in their Exiles, 215; eſteem Trade, 216; ge- 
nerous and pitiful in ſome Re pects, in others cruel 
and barbarous, 218, 219; litigious, and Lovers of 
. Chicane, 219; have each a different te 220; 


eaſily reject ill Cuſtoms, 16. de ſpiſe Finicalneſs, 221; 
accuſed of Levity, and of Defect in Loyalty, i. 
limit the Authority of their Kings, 223; Lovers of 
Truth, 232; their Quality cultivate the Sciences, 234; 
Privilege of their Nobility, 236; fancy they excel 
all other Nations in Learning, 256; this Notion ex- 
amin'd, 257; owe their Improvements in Philoſo. 
phy to the French, 258; their Sceptical Writers in- 
ferior to the French, 265; have not one good Hif. 
torian, 80; Party-Spirit prevails among them more 
than among the Jeſuites themſelves, 265; the Rea- 
ſons why their Hiſtorians don't write impartially, 266; 
| have excellent Poets, ib. their Care to improve the 
Woollen Manufacture, 272, 273; their Cuſtoms at 
Funerals, 283 ; ſubſtitute a few Compliments in 
room of the Popiſh Prayers for the Dead, 274; their 
Clergy retain the Tythes and Revenues of their Po- 
piſh Predeceſſors, 248 and 274; their Funeral Cere- 
monies as ridiculous as thoſe of the Papiſts, 275, Oc. 
their Executions, 279, Cc. this Conduct cenſur'd, 282; 
their Propenſity to the Crime of Self-. murder, zo, exc, 
a ſhocking Inſtance, 302; their Tragic Poets inferior 
to the French, 309; their Character repreſented by 
their Theatre, 312; enjoy perfect Liberty, 316; their 
Comic Poets better than the Tragic, 334; corrupt 
What they borrow, from the French, 335; offend a- 
gainſt Modeſty, 336; uſed the Maid of Orleans very 
cruelly, 354, G. fr 
Engliſh, Church, hates the Presbyterians, 220 and 249; 
none but of its Communion can enjoy public Of- 
fices in England or Ireiand, 248; reſembles the ko- 
miſh Church in its Government, ib. Character of their 
Clergy, 549; great Enemies to wearing a Hat inthe 
Church, 252; extremely tenacious of Ceremonies, 
which they own to be indifferent, ib. the Dreſs of 


the Clergy, 253; the Mean between Papiſts and Cal- 


viniſts, 278 ; 
Eraſmus, a Statue erected for him in Rotterdam, 42. 
| Ericus 
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Ericus, his ridiculous Method of proving the Greek to 
be the fiiſt Language, 26. 

Eſſenes, a ſtrict Set among the Jews, 162; deny aRe- 
ſurrection, ib. 

Etiquette, contains the Ceremonial obſerved by the 
Kings of Spain, 16. 

Euripides, commended by Racine and Corneille, 337. 

Ezra, invented the Hebrew Characters now in ule, 295 


* 


Fauns, Paul and Anthony, two Hermits, pretend to 
converſe with them, 130. | 

Fayette, Madam de la, her Memoirs of the Court of 
France, 203. 

Fleury, Cardinal, highly commended, 317; of great 
Service to the King of France, 232; Will be more 
reſpected by Poſteiity than Richelieu, 32 5. 

Follies, each Nation has its Share of them, 220. 

Fontaine, M. la, ſuperior to Waller and Guarini, 267. 

Fontaines, Abbe de, whipp'd twice a Day at Biſetre, 
321, : ; 

Force, central, the Cauſe why Bodies weigh in propor- 
tion to the Matter they contain, 261; fleſt diſcovered 
by Sir J/aac Newton, ib. | 

Fortitude, remarkable Inſtance in a Spaniard, 356, 
307. 

Fouquet, Father, quarrels with his Brethren in Cyiua, 
320; Carries his Appeal to Rome, ib. foiced to fly 
from Paris, 16. 

France, ail Jews baniſhed that Kingdom, and why, 132, 

French, their Politeneſs, 173; why ſo much hated >y 
the Fnzliſh, 212, ec. too fond of Poſts and Offices 
in the Government, 131, ec, affect a ſhining Exte- 
rior, 235; ſpeak better than the Eugiiſh, 312; Gal- 
lantry their Profeſſion, ib. not great Slaves to the 
Court of Rome, 328; their Quality change their Ke— 
ligion to pleaſe the King, 16. 

French, Refugees, their mean Character, 214, 215. 

French, Language, poliſhed and refined by Holiere's 
Precienſes Ridicules, 335. . 

L Galileo, 


i | 


. 
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Galileo, perſecuted by the Inquiſition for aſſerting de 
Motion of tie Earth, 99. 

Gallantry, an Account of Spaniſh, 84, c. 

Ga; Tendi, has the Courage to declare againſt the Schog! 
men, 258; taught the Hr ſt Principles of the News 


nian Philo! (ophy, 259; interior to Newtron, but lu. 
perior to Hobbes, 258. 


Gaza, Samaritans dwell there, 294. 

Gazens, Angelinus, a Jeſuit, his Verſes cited, 
pour Author, 293, 

George, St, ſupplies the Room of Mars, 187, 

1eri%L/m, the Mount whence Moſes bleſſed the Iſraelites, 

| een to the Samaritans) 294; Samaritan, My 
crifice there, 16, 

Germans, frank, honeſt and brave, but not very! 
qui{t:ive about Religion, 76, exc, their Works e 
nerally voluminous, 79; great Travellers, 95. 
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German, Genius, more proper for Tracts, than for 
Eloquence or Poetry, 81. 
Gladiators, much admired in Fneland, 219. 


Gnomes, their Exiſtence poſt! ible, 124; our Commerce 
with them impollible, 127, 

God, all Syſtems which exclude his Agency to be re- 
'jcRed, 138 and 140; cannot be material, 141; Mil. 
ſionaries who preach his Exiſtence uſeful, 144 ; Pg. 
cartes Proofs of him inconcluſive, 260. 

Government, none abſolutely perfect, 2, 

Gran dees, in England, their Character, 233, Cc. 

Greaineſs, true, ariſes from doing Good to the World, 
337. 

Greatneſs, of Soul, appears in bearing Mi«fortune*, 
and not in running away from them by Self- mut 
der, 306. 


Great, an Epithet often due to Miniſters more than t0 
Princes, 331. 
Great, Work of the Chymiſts performed with Difficu!- 
ty, 352: 
Greeks, were the moſt polite and civilized, 173, bung 
up Votive Tables in their Temples, 186 and 167 
roi iH, 


Had 
Hav 
{ 
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Grotius, his Sentiments of Regal Power, 226 

Gyarimi, an Italian Poet, inferior to: #4 lay, 

Guiznard, John, a jeſuit, adviſes the Murder of Hen- 
ry IV. of France, 195. 


H \ 
Hadnagy, a Bailiff in Eungary, 241. 


Hamburgh, a Delcription of it, 91, Oc. the Populace 
tete infole It, 00. 
Hehrt u,, Characters preſerved hy the Samaritans, 205. 
Hebe to, the firſt Language, 107, Sc. Realons to lup- 
port this Opinion, . 
Heydu'es, a People ia Hungary, 240. 
Henry III. of France, alſalli. ated OY Clement. 105. 
Henry IV. the belt of Princes, 179. Cc. bis Murd 
revenged by the C111l Wars in France, 193. 
Henry VII. of France, poiſoned by a Dominican in the 
Hoit, 194. | 
Heretices, dilmal Conſequences of the Popiſh Maxim, 
that they ou2hrt to be exterminated, 201, c. [le- 
reiicks in one Country are orthodox in another, 3. 
Hermes, a famous Chymiſt, 351. 
Herod, had a mix'd Religion of Jewiſh and Pagan Rites, ; 
164. 
Herodtans, a Sect among the Fews, ſo called from Fe- 
rod, 163; joined by the Sadducess, 1C 4, 
Hierarchy, Rom ſh, ſtill prelerved in the Church of 
I'noland, 2.48, 
Hiſtorians, not one good in Envand, 90; vain and pare 
tial, 265; German, prolix and credulous, 79 
Hobbes, an Engliſh Philo! opher, an Admirer of Ga/- 
ſendi, 258; Remarks on his Writings, i», 
Holland, its Inhabitans plain People, 173; endued | 
with good Senſe, 177; their Clergy have no Power 


ol perſecuting, 201; happy Etkects of a Toicraiion 
there, 2.06. i | 

Homer, his Heroes vicious, 179. k 

Horace, defends Raillery, 151. | 


L1.3 Aas, 
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Ideas, innate, deſtroy'd by Locke, 262; acquir'd by our 
Senles, 161d, 

Idolaters, recant, or continue ſuch, as the Miſſionaties 
oive them Money, 170. 

Idomenius, the Murderer of his own Son, 180. 

Impoſts, an extravagant one exacted of the Jews in 
Germany, 136, | 

Inceſt, to beat Marble on the Stair of St Peter's at 
Rome, the Pennance enjoin'd thoſe that are guilty 
of it, 122. 

In definite, an obſcure Term uſed by the Carteſians, 260, 

Inſamy, a neceſſary Attendant of Puniſhment, 283; 
ſeems unjuſt when extended to the Relations oi Ma- 
lefactors, and yet neceſſary for Society, 285, Oc. 

Inquiſition, a Deſcription of its Cruelties, 31, Oc. the 
very naming of it makes ſome tremble, 36; an Eue— 


my to true Philoſophy, 99; its Power great in Por- 


tural, 119. 
Inquiſitors, dreadful Conſequences of their prevailing 
every Where, 201, 
Inſpiration, to admit that there are Degrees in it, ab- 
ſurd, 296, | 
J 


James, St, his Epiſtle cenſur'd by Luther, 296. 

James II. of England, dethron'd by bis Son- in- law, 181; 
a Slave to the Jeſuites, 203; contemn'd by the 
French, is. 

Janſeniſts, reſemble the Phariſees very much, 161; would 
be more tractable if they had a Share in Prefer- 
ments, 165; malicious, 184; ſtiff and rigid like the 
n ih Presbyterians, 253, Cc. affect to criticile Mon- 
talgne, 339. | 

Jerome, St, his Story of a Hermit's converſing with 
Fauns, 130, i | 

Jeruſolem, taken by Pompey, 165; the Jews expett its 
Reftoration, 171, 

Jeſſe, the Father of David, an idle Story of his Adul- 
ery; 298; a vile Doctrine founded on this Story, i. 


Jeſuits, 


Je 
Je 
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Jeſuites, abuſe Lettres de Cachet, 320; perſecute Ar- 
nauld, 142; ſome of their Miſſionaries oreat Men, 
1493 unjuſtly acculed ſometimes, 150; permitted to 
continue in the Courts of Princes, thro! an inac- 


countable Weakneis, 19;; the true Cauſe of Kin 


James Il, of England his Misfor;unes, 2034 2043 
the very Picture of Hngliſh High Chur chm! 254; 
a ſignal Iuſtance of their C Cruelty, 320, e were 

ths Ruin of Don Sebaſtian King of Portugal, 230 
ſevere upon the Writings of the Janſeniſis, 339. 

Jeſus Chriſt, did not contradict what the Woman of 
Samaria ſaid of Mount Gerizim, 294 

Jews, hated by all Nations, and why, 131; accuſed 
of Cruelties in Paris and Tone: 132; baniſh-d Fraxce, 
133; extremely avaricious, 134; their Prayers agree 
with the Pagan Devotion, 135; miſerably harafs'd 
by the Nazarenes, 136; ouyht to have propazated 
their Religion Where they were diſperſed, 146; Ac- 
count of their ancient Sefts, 159; Superſtitivn in 
obſerving the Sabbath, 166, c. behave witli great 
Caution in Portugal, 1683 very brave, 1693 pro- 

bited in Hay to read Abarbineb, 288; fooitih Ce— 
remonies at the Privy, 291. E. accuſed of corrupt 
ing the Pentateuch, 294; their Undelief not perm.t- 
ted to confirm the Faith of Chiiſtians, 287. 

Joy, exceſſive, has ſomelimes occilioned a ſudden 
Death, 128. 

Judaiſm, the Excellency of that Religion, 146; great— 
ly injured by the idle Traditions of the Rabbies, 292. 

Jurieu, his pretended Propielies, 293. 

Juſtin Martyr, believed thac the Fauns and Satyrs were 
Fallen: Angels, 129. 

Juvenal, bie Opinion concerning Perſecution, 220, 


% > 


K 
Kilſova, a Village infeſted by Vampires, 238, 
L 


lafantins, believed Satyrs to be Fallen Angels, 329, 
4% one in Love, che Author of Painting ad Su- 


pure, 145. 
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Lagteau, Biſhop of Siſteron, a ſcurrilous Author, 184. 

Language, various Pretenſions to the firſt, 26; taught 
Adam by God, 29; Mankind would have invented 
a Language had they been formed by Chance, 111, exc 

Language, French, Moliere did it great Service by his 
Precienſes Ridicules, 335. 

Language, of the Georgians, remarkable for its Simpli. 
. 1. 

Leibnitx, worth an hundred Poets, 83; employs his 
Baſtard as his Secretary, 93. 

Lepidus, the Triumvir, no better than a Robber, 180, 

Leo, of Modena, a learned Jew, 135, 

Lettres de Cachet, much abuſed by the Jeſuites, 320; a 
Curſe unknown in England, 316; one hanged in 
France for counterfeiting them, 322. 

Lewis IX. loſes a brave Army thro' the Advice of his 
Prieſts, 330, 

Lewis XIV. too much guided by the Jeſuites, 162; per- 
ſecuted the Pope, 327; owed much to Turenne, 
Conde, & e. 331, =» 

Lewis XV. commended, 183; his good Nature, 332; 
his Obligations to Cardinal de Fleury, ib. 

Liberty, civil, by no means the Cauſe of Impoliteneſs, 
174; neceflary to form the Mind of a Philoſopher, 
257. 

Libraries, inconſiderable in Spain, 98, &c, 

Lisbon, the Clergy mortified there, 327. 

Locke, ridiculous to expect his Equal in Spain, 257 ; 
infinitely ſuperior to Mallebranche, 261, Cc. bis 
Sentiments of the Soul, 262; criticiſed by Dr Sti 
line fleet, 339; his Wiſdom and Candor, 347; bis 
Notions as to the Soul's continual Thinking im- 
pugned, 364, Cc. | | 

Lotick, often corrupts the Underſtanding, rather than 
improves it, 30, 

London, {warms with Fortune Hunters, 212, 

Louvois, a great Miniſter of France, 331. 

Lacia, St, ſerves the Papiſts inſtead of the Goddels 
Diana, 187. | 

Luther, ſpeaks contemptibly of the Epiſtle of St James, 
296. 
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Mahometans, their Cuſtom of interring ſome Texts of 
the Koran With the Dead, 186; hate the Jews more 
than the Chriſtians, 132; do not uncover in time 


of Worſhip, 251; their Clergy pervert the Scrip= 


tures, 299. 

Malherbe, his fine Thoughts on the Fall of Human 
Greatneſs, 192; his Writings little inferior to Ho- 
race, 193. 

Mallebranche, more like a Poet than a Philoſopher, 261 j 
his Syſtem of Philoſophy a Romance, 262; limits 
the Power of God, 1b. believes Brutes to be Ma— 
chines, 263; cenſures Ariſtotle, 341; the Cenſure 
retorted on himſelf, 342; bis ablurd Doctrine con- 
cerning the Damnation of Infants, ibid. his Credit 

ſinks daily, 347. 

Maldonat, Don Lopes de, a good Poet, 104, 

Manaſſeh- Ben- Iſrael, a learned Jew, 289. 

Mark Anthon), a great Robber, 180, 181, 

Margaret, St. a great Director of the Maid of Orleans, 
358, Oc. x ns 

Marriage, without Conſent of Parents, attended with 
il! Conſequences, 88, 89; various Obſervations on 
it, 152, Cc. the French Cuſtom of diſſolving it, ty- 
rannical, 153; happy when founded on Affection, 
155; a Peaſant in France more happy in his Mar- 
riage than a Nobleman, 157 | 

Marius, a greater Villain than a Miquelet, 180; ſupports 
his Mistortunes with great Bravery, 306. 

Mars, (ſupplied by the Popiſh St George, 187. 

Madreiga, a Village of Hungary, infeſted with Vampires, 
240, | 

Mariana, a Jeſuit, writes a good Hiſtory of Spain, 1013 
holds ſome Maxims deſtructive of Government, 102, 

Melancholy, diſſipated by Muſick, 200; the Cauſe of 
Self-murder in England, 305. | 

Mendes, Alphonſo, a Jeſuit Miſſionary, deſtroys all that 
his Predeceſſors had done, 148, 

Menezes, a Portugueſe Miſſionary, his Cruelty, 148. 

Mentz, Judah, a learned Jew, 289, 

| Mercury, 
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Mercury, the fifth Element among Chymiſts, 350, 

Merlin, an Hermetic Philoſopher, 351, 

Meſſiah, expected by the Jews, 171, ec, 

Metaphyſicks, the Dignity of the Science compar'd with 
Muſick, 196, Cc. 

Michon, Mr. his comical Adventure, 188. 

Microſcopes render many things viſible that eſcape the 

naked Eye, 124. 

Milton, John, his Paradiſe Loft inferior to the Aueid, 
bur preferable ro Taſſo's Gieruſalemme Liberata, 266 , 
is for a Toleration to all Seas except Papiſts, 207, 

Miniſters of State, ought not to have too great Power, 
318; often get the better of their Enemies, 319. 

Miniſters, ill, ſad Effects of them, 324; ſometimes 
blam'd without Reaſon, 325; two of them, viz. Car. 
dinal Fleury and Sir Robert Walpole, commended, i“. 

Miquelets, great Thieves, 180. 

Miſna, compoſed by Rabbi J:dah, 291. 

Miſſionaries, the Deſign of 'em commended, 144; their 
Pride and Cruelties of ill Conlequence, 145; all not 
equally bad, 147; the German and French, Men 0: 
Humanity, 148; the Spaniſh and Portugeſe, all Per. 
fecucors, ib. ſome of the Jeſuites great Men, 149; all 
unite in the good Cauſe of Perſecurion, 207. 

Mode, the Engliſh exceſſively fond of it, 219. 

Moliere, much {uperior to Wycherly, 334; did great Ser- 

vice by ſome of his Works, 335; his Works cor- 
rupted when borrow'd by Wycherly, ib. pillaged by 
the En liſui Comic Writers, and at the ſame time ſe— 
verely cenſur'd, 337. 

Molinifts, a fierce and haughty Sort of People, 184. 

Monceca, Aaron, arrives at London, 209, 

Monks, perſecute Men after they are dead, 35; the 
Plague of the World, 120; concerrn'd in every Al- 
ſaſſination of a Prince, 194; ſuffer'd to continue at 
Courts thro! Weakneſs, 195; when Lewis XIII. faw 
one of them 'he trembled, ib. ſuperſtitious People 
buried in their Habit, 269; their filly Tales preju- 
dicial to the Chriſtian Religion, 292. 

Montaigne, concerning giving faithful Advice to Kings, 
232; an elegant Writer, 265; ceoſur'd. by the Jaz- 


aniſts, 339. 
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Monteſpan, Madam, taken from her Husband by Lewis 
the XIVth, 162. 
| Morality, of the Nazarenes, far excels that of the Jews, 
136, 
Muſcovites, formerly Brutes and Slaves, 173; poliſh- 
ed by Peter 1. 174, 176. 
Mufties, make free with what they call Scripture, 2993 
impoſe upon the Muſſulmen many Abſurdities, 345. 
Munſter, charges Abraham de Balmis with Pirrhoniim, 
289, 
Muralt's, Opinion of the Privileges of Engliſh Nobi— 
lity, 234, Cc. 
Muſes, have been long proſtituted to commend the 
Unworthy, 271. | 


Myſticks, among Chriſtians, like the Therapeute among 
the Fews, 163, 
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Narciſſus, ruin'd Nero by his evil Counſels, 332. 

Nation, every one has its peculiar Follies, 220, | 

Nazarenes, hate the Jews more than they do the Turks, 
132; their Morality admirable, 136; their Writers 
do Juſtice to the ancient Jews, 168, ec. put Images 


of Saints into the Coffin with the Dead, 186; ridi- 


cule their own Superſtitions, and yet continue Slaves 
to them, 190; much govern'd by Monks, 1953 
carry their Pride and Vanity to their Graves, 273; 
ſevere in cenſuring Jeuiſh Authors, 289; wrelt 
and torture the Scriptures, 297; their Clergy pre- 
tend to give a Philoſophical Account of all the Doc- 


tcines of their Religion, 344. 


Neapolis, formerly Sichem, inhabited by Samaritans, 


294. 
Neceſſity, diſpenſes with many Things, 168, 


Newton, Sir Iſaac, greater than Ceſar, Alexander, & c. 


94; ſuperior to Deſcartes and Gaſſendi, but owes 
much to what they taught before him, 259, 260, 
Nicole, Father, his Moral Effays excellent, 293, 
Nile, the Egyptian Tombs on its Banks, 186, 
Nitard, baniih'd Spain, 12; made a Cardinal, 13. 
Normandy, abounds with Knights of the Poft, 220, 


Novelty, 
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Novelty, an exceſlive Deſire of it, a ſort of Infatua- 
tion, 178; an incurable Folly, 16. | | 
Nouvelles Eccleſiaſtiques, a Janſeniſt Libel poorly writ- 

ten, 339. 
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Obſtinacy, conſiſts in maintaining an Opinion after we 
are convinced of its Falſhood, 150. 

Ondines, a fort of Beings who inhabit the Water, ac- 
cording to che Catbaliſis, 124; poſſible that ſuch 
may exiſt, ib. we can have no Converſation with 
them, 127, = | Te. 

Opera, Italian, the beſt in Europe, 97; chears the Spi— 
rits, 198, | 

Orthodoxy, differs, according to the Country, 201, 

Ovid, burleſqued by 4fſouci, 338, 
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Pagans, the Impiety of their Prayers, 135. 
Palladio, a famous Architect, 309, 
Pan, the Pipiſts have piac'd in his Room their St An- 
thony, 187, DEP | 
Pantaleon, the Tutelar Saint of the Rope Dancers, 187; 
whimſical Adventures of ſome of his Votaries, 188, 
Papiſts, received a fatal Blow in Eagland, 202; bor- 
row ſeveral of their Ceremonies from the Pagans, 
187; have ſet up male and female Saints in room 
of the Heathen Gods and Goddelies, ib, not toic- 
rated in England, becauſe a tyrannical Faction, 207; 
drop all Diſputes among themlelves to unite in 
perſecuting others, ib. their Ceremonies. no mor? 
ridiculous than thoſe of the Church of England, 
275; may retort upon the Engliſh the Reproach in 
the Caſe of Pope Joan, 276, Cc. ſome of them less 
afraid of Damnation than of being buried in unhal— 


lowed Ground, 285; ill Judges of Proteſtant Au- 
thors, 293, 

Paracelſus, a famous Cabbaliſt, 124; his Secret for 
converſing with Gnomes, &c. 127, 128, 

Parents, had too much Authority among the Romans, 
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153; Duties between them and Children mutual, 
154. 

Paris, Parliament of, orders Mariana's Book de Rege, 
Regis Inſtitutione, to be burnt by the Hands of 
the Hangman, 102. 

Paſcal, his Provincial Letters bore hard upon the Je- 
ſuites, 151. 

Paſquier, his Account of the Maid of Orleazs, 355, Oc. 

Patkul, cruelly uled by Charles XII. of Sweden, 183. 

Paul, St. a Hermit, counvertes with Fauns, Cc. 130; 
his Life written by St Jerome, ib. 

Paul, Arnold, a Heyduke, a Story of his becoming a 
notorious Vampire, 240, Cc. 

Pentateuch, the only Scriptures admitted by the Sama— 
ritans, 295, 

Peripatetic Philoſophers, Deſcartes the Scourge of them, 
258, 

Perault, a bad French Writer, 338. 

Perſians, eſteem'd Barbarians, 173; Slaves to Arbi— 
trary Power, 16. 

Peteau, Father, an excellent Writer, 340. 

Petit Maitre, in tingland is look'd upon as a kind of 
Fool, 221. | 

Petronius, his Cenſure of the Pagan Devotion, 135. 

Phariſees, why ſo called, 161; this Se the eſtabliſh'd 
Relivion of the modern Jews, 1b. their Character 
and Likeneſs to the Janſeniſts, ib. | 

Philoſophers, modern, add new Miltakes to thoſe of 
the Ancients, 346; laſh one another bloodily, 16. 

Peter I. civilized t'e Muſcovites, 174; had a Mixture 
of great Virtues and Vices, 182, 183. 

Plants, their Vegetation explain'd by the Chymiſts, 

IJ. 
plans Campi, an Hermetic Philoſopher cited, 348. 
Plutarch, his Account of a Satyr preſented to Sylla, 
130. 

Poetry, in great Repute in England, 270. 

Poets, tragic, among the Engliſh, excell'd by the French, 
309. 

Poets, comic, in England, better than the tragic, 334; 
offend againſt Modeſty, 336; great Plagiaries, 337. 

Politeneſs, the Effect of Education, 173, Cc. 


Poaluticks, 
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Politicks, appear in England upon the Stage, 316. 

Pompey, takes Advantage of the Superſtition of the 

Jews, to make himſe! ter of their Temple, 16); 
admiies the Firinne(. ©! to Jews, 169; was only 
an iliuſtrious His" wit 180. 

Pope, Mr. 2 formida: le e of the modern, and even 


of the ancient Poets, 267; nis Rave of the Locke com. 


mended, ib. a zealous Alyocate for Virgil and Ho. 
mer, 337, 338. 

Pope, of Rome, his political Intereſt ſometimes pre. 
judicial tv the publick lnte:elt f Popery, 68, 69; 
grants an hundred Year's ln !ulgence to thoſe who 
throw Hereticks into the Flames, and fifty Years 
to the Spectators, 34; has been loſing Ground in 
Europe for an hundied Years p:ft, 61. 

Power, Arbitrary, more dangerous to a State than the 
Licentiouſne's of the Mob, 2, 3. 

Portugueſe, Miſſionaries, cruel and perſecuting, 148; 
reſemble the Spaniards, 116; have a bigh Opinion 
of their Valour, 1:7; implacable Hatred between 

them and the pa,, ib. have a better Genius for 
Trade than the Spaniards, 121; their Prieſts ſadly 
mortified, 327; errant Bigots, 328. 

Pradlon, a mite able Author, 346. 

Pride, the common Vice of all who breathe Spax:// 
Air, 90. 

Portu al, its Intereſt connected with that of England, 
121; the Women of this Country handſome, the 
Men ugly, . Women under great Reſtraint, which 
occaſions many Crimes, 122; Inceſt look'd upon 
to be a Peccadillo here, i“. Philoſophy little known 
here, 120. | 

Predeſtination, a Doctrine of the Eſenes, 162. | 

Presbyterians, in England, hate the Church, 220; an 
Inſtance of their Zeal, 250, exc. their affected Air, 
252; like the Janſeniſts, 253; their Ceremonies [els 
ſuperſtitious than thoſe of the Church, 278. 

Prieſts, bigotted, ill Counſellors to a Prince, 330, Cc. 
Prideaux, atteſts the Courage of the Jewiſh Prieſts, 169. 

Prod gies, of Vampiriſm accounted for, 242, Cc. 

Providence, (ets Bounds to the Ambition of Kings, 21. 


Vabers, 
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Qualers, admit of no Sacraments, 131. 

Veixote, Don, de la Mancha, the beſt Romance, 103; 
the Author tainted with Superſtition, 4. his Curate 
burns numbers of the Spaniſh Romances, 194. 
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Rabbies, their Works idle and trifling, 134; prohibited 
to be read among the Nazarenes, 288; have done 
great Prejudice to the Jew Religion, 292; their 
Interpretation of Sciipture wild and extravagant, 
297. | | 

Racine, ſuperior to Addiſon, 309; in love With a fa— 
male Actreſs, 313; would not have ſuited the Fg - 
Iifſh Taſte, ib. his Works miſerably criricifed, 338, 

Rapin, his Hiſtory of England, the beſt extant, 80, 

Raſis, an Hermeiic Philoſopher, 348. 

Raſon, an Hermetic P. iloſopher, 349, 

Religion, different from Philoſophy, 47; that of the 
Prince abſorbs all others, 56, Oc. all Religions di- 
vide into Sects, 159; to change it f.om temporal 
Motives unworthy a Man of Honour, 170; has 
nothing to do with Government, 206; one Rei. 
gion adopts the Chimeras of another, 186; Ditte- 
rence in it ſeldom diſturbs the State where they are 
mutual'y tolerated, 206; on account of it, Reten:- 
ment is often carried to Extremity, 213; in molt 
Religions mere Chimeras are paſs'd for Revelation, 
345. 

Recolierts, Heroes in Gallantry, 120, cc. 

Reprablic of Letters, little Sincerity appears among Cil- 
ticks there, 340. | 

Reſurrection, denied by the Sadducees, 160; and by tte 
Eſſenes, 162. | 

Revelations, not to be blindly admitted, 345, 

Riccius, the Jeſuit, a worthy Man, 149 

Richard, an Engliſhman, adept in Chymiſtry, 349. 

Richard, a Child, in Paris, crucified by the Jes, 132. 

Richelieu, Cardinal, a great Miniſter, 331. 

Mm. Rigord, 


IM ES. 
Rigord, Hiſtoriographer to Philip Auguſtus, writes of 
the Jewiſn Cruelty, 132. | | 
Rocheſter, Earl of, a good Satyriſt, 268; lived like 
Petronius, and died like Fontaine, ib, 
Romans, had too great Power over their Children, I54; 
very polite while Liberty flouriſhed, 173. 
Roſcommon, Earl of, an excellent Poet, 270. 
Roſa Fontana, a Man of Pleaſure, 51; provokes the 


Jeſuites by his Raillery, ib. ſaves himſelf by a Stra- 


tagem, 52. 
8 


Sabbath, the Jews keep it with a ſuperſtitious Exact. 


nels, 166, Oc. the Nazarenes keep it in another Man- 


ner, 168, | 

Sacheverel, Dr. a Firebrand in England, 331. 

Sacrijice, a barbarous one offter'd by the Jews, 132. 

Sadducees, were no more than Caraites at firſt, 159; 
deny the Reſurrection of the Body, 160; relemble 
our modern Deiſts, 16. Aid | 

Saints, Popiſh, have ſncceeded in room of the Heathen 
Deities, 1877 3 

Salamanders, Beings that inhabit the Fire, 124. 

Sandoval, a ſuperſtitious Writer, 100, 

Samaritans, deviate leaſt from the Cuſtoms of the an- 

cient Jews, 294; their Prieſts, at this Day, of the 
Family of Aaron, ib, receive only the Pentateuch as 
Scripture, 295, | | | | | 

Satyrs, ſuch as the Ancients deſcrib'd, imaginary Be- 
ings, form'd by ſome Painter or Poet, 129; PH) 
and Plytarch mention them, 130, 


Scandalum Magnatum, an Engliſh Statute ſo call'd, 236. 


Scarron, a ſorry Author, builelqued Virgil, 338. 

Scebticłs, French, excel the Engliſh, 265. 

Schall, a Jeſuit, a worthy Man, 149. 

Sc ences, great Enemies to Popery, 69, Cc. cultivated 

bp ſall Ranks in England, 234. | 

Scholaſticks, their Downtal fore: old by Bacon, 264. 

Sebaſtian, King of Portugal, ruined by the Councils of 
Jeſuites, 3 29. e | | " 

Sec'endorf, writes a good Anſwer to the Lutheraniſn 
of Maimbourg, $1. Suits, 
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Sects, a general Hiſtory of them, 139, c. 

Seleucus, Cybioſatles, takes aw al 12>: er's Gold s hrine, 
and gives him a Glaſs one, 191. 

Seneca, his Opinion of the Rowan Laws relatiny to 
Debtors, 236, 
Shateſpear, infertor to Corneille, zog; great Beauties in 
his Works, 310, 311; bis lite: ularitics x Es 
introduces the Coblers and T 21 lors of Kome huldii 
an Interview with Julius Cæſar, 314. 

Six mond, the Jeſuit, a good Auwhur, 348. 

Sleidan, reputed a good Hiſtorian, $5, 

Socrates, accuſed of Scepticiſm, 158; reckon'd up a- 
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mong the Hermetic Phioſophers, 24%. 
So hocles, much commended by Cerutile and Racine, 
22 

337. 


So vereigus, their Religion the Standard of the Court, 
164 ; the beſt have ſome Faul's, 179; the beit have 
often the worſt Subje ds, 1% idle Ih them to ex- 
pect great Reſpect when dead, 191; Providence pu— 
niſhes ſuch as make an Attempt. upon NIL Life, 194 3 
aſſaſſinated e by Monk 55 40, Nebellion a REMT {t 
them never lawful, want Advice mult, 232; 
undone when directe 5 © Priefts, 330; happy in 
making a right Choice of Miniſters, 3 31; vicious 
Favourites moſt dangerous to them, 332. 

Spain, increas'd in People makes a good Figure, 14; 
their Kings mere Slaves to Grandeur, 163 loft 4 


Part of the Netherlands, by atremp.ing to fertile the 


Inquiſition there, 36, abounds with Romances more 


than any other Country, 103. 
Shaniards, their Superſtition vets the better of their 
Jealoufy, 47. 

Spaniſh, Graudees, their Character, &, ce. formerly 
contended with their Sovereiun, 9; (troggle with 
the Monks about the Government cf the State, 12; 
one ſhuts himſelf up ten Years in his Chamber, II, 
whipp*d by the Pope's Nuncio, 12, 

Spaniſp, Rhodomontado, a remarkable one, 118, 

Spamfh, Gallants, converſe with their Millrelies by their 
Fingers, 20. 

aniſh Cruelties in America, well deſcrib'd by Anthony 

de Herrera and Don Bariholemi de la Caſas, 101. 


Mm 2 Spectacles, 
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Se Kacles, bloody and cruel, pleaſe the Engliſh, 219, 

S eilator, his Opinion of Mar: tage, 155. 

Speculation, Cicero blames the Abuſe of it, 197, 

Stillingflett, Dr. writes againſt Locte, 339. 

 dabjed{s, that they are loos'd from their Allegiance to 
an heretical Prince, an impious Maxim, 136; ſhouuld 
be admitted 10 bring their Grievances before the 
Throne, 319; ſuffer for the Faults of their Prince, 
352, 

*w/r, a plain, downright People, 173. 

Super ſtition, is perpetuated from one Religion to ano- 
ther, 186; many, Who Jaugh atit, continue notwich. 
ſtanding Slaves to it till, 190; a ſtrange Inſtance 
of its Power, 285. 

$y/Jems, of Philoſophy, have al! their Dificul:ies, 138) 
ſuch as exclude a Deity eflentially wrong, 16. 


Tables, Votive, hung up in Churches by the Papiſts, 
186; the Cuſtom borrow'd from the Egyprians and 
Greeks, 16, | 

Tacitus, his Obſervation on Judicial Aſtrologers, 195, 

Taimu71, its Iinperiinencies, 290, 291, 292, 

Tarantula, Muſick and Dancing cures one bit by it, 
200, 

Taſſo, inferior to Milton. 266, 

Teilier, Maurice le, Archbiſhop of Rheims, ſpeaks con- 
temptibiy of King James II. 203, 

Terraſon, an Enemy to the Ancients, 338, 

Tertullian, fancied Fauns to be Fallen Angels, 129. 

Theatre, French, the beſt in Europe, 97; a juſt P:Qure 
of that Nation, 312, | | | 

"Theatre, at London, in a bad State, 310; repreſents 
the Character of the Engliſh, 312; teaches Politicks, 
216; their Comedies too looſe and immodeſt, 334. 

Thou, Monſieur de, ſuperior to Burnet, 265, 

1herapeuia, a Jewiſh Sect, great Enthuſiaſts, 163; not 
unlike the Modern Myſticks, ib. | 

Iiranto the White, a diverting Book, and an Antidote 
a2ainſt the Spleen, 104. 

Titles, miſplaced on many Princes, 333. 


Toleration, 


TLoleralion, in England and Holland, produces good 


R 


Effects, 206, 207. 
Tombs, of the Egyptians deſcrib'd, 186, Sc. Pyramids 
were Tombs of the Grandees, 190. £ 
Tories, very en in repreſenting the Whigs, 266. . 
Toulouſe, the wonderful Property of a Vault there, 245, ö 
Tragedy, judged by W omen at London and Paris, 315. 4 
Trazedy, Enyliſh, See Theatre, 4 
Tragedy, French, carried to great Perfection, 209; ſu— 
perior to the Enrliſh, ib. ſome of them no better 
than fine Acts of languid Converſation, 312 
Trent, the Fews accuſed of ſacrificing a Boy there, 132. 
Trent, Council of, allow Marriage without Conſent of 
Parents, 152. 
Trevoux, Journal de, partial and deſpiſed, 340. 
Turb, a Collection of Rabbinical Viltions, 348; the 
Talmud or Alcoran of the Cabbaliſis, ib. 
Turks, rough and unmannerly, 17; 
Turenne, Marſhal de, Lewis XIV. much indeb:cd to 
him, 331 


U 
Ulyſſes, a Cheat, 180. 
V 


Valenzula, his ſtrange Riſe and Fall, 10, 11. 
Iimpires, odd Stories of them, 228, Cc. the vulgar 


Opinion concerning them examined and confutes WS 4 
243, CF | 
yanburgh, a good Comic Writer, 33G, \ 
ro attends the Nazarezes to their Graves, 273. | 
den ens Duke de, his Stratagem to cicar 1zaiy of 
Banditti, 284. | 
„ its Tnunder deſpiſed now, 71, G. j 
Vega, Don Lopez de, Author ot the Aerterr, concerns 1 


ing which Cornellle ſaid, be would have given 19 
of his beſt Tragedies to have been the Aut, or Of it, 
105, 
Venetians, ſecret Enemies to Rome, 67; aſſable an 1 
polite, 173. | 
M m 2 


Dios N 


Verbieff, a Jeſuit, and a Man of Senſe, 149. 


Fer/ailies, no Monk enters it without ſpecial Permiſ- 
lion, 195. | 


Vinegar, full of little Animals, 124. 

Vinci, his Artaxerxes commended, 196. 

Virgil, burleſqued by Scarron, 338, 

Voiture, inferior to Waller, 267, 

Voltaire, his Opinion of the Engliſh Genius, 235, 236; 
his Zara ſpoil'd in the Tranſlation, 310; his Judg- 


ment of Eazliſh Poetry, 311; has fell the Laſh of 
{mall} Criticks, 338. 


Vow, a Whimſical one, 189. 

W 

Waller, inferior to Catullus, 267. 

Walpole, Sir Robert, his juſt Character, 325, 326. 

Wycherly, an Fngliſþ Poet, inferior to Moliere, 334; 
cenſured, 335, Oc. | 

Whigs, partial when they write of Tories, 266. 

Ihitaker, blames Luther for his want of Reſpect to 
St James, 296, | 

Vic zue ſort, his Account of the Muſcovites, 174, exc. 

William III. his Glory obſcured by his Treatment of 
his Father-in-Law, 191; owed his Succeſs to the 

Perſecution of the Proteſtants in France, 203; 2 

Prince of great Capacity and Application, 222; il! 
uſed by the very People that had rais'd him to the 

Throne, 26. SF; 

tomen, under great Reſtraint in Spain, 46; all Scds 

obliged to them tor Advancement, 75. 


Z 
Zocotera, the Inhabitants of that Iſland prejudiced a- 


gainſt Chriſtianity on account of the Cruelties ol the 
Portuzueſe Miſlionaries, 148. 
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BIB LE on Tyne-Bridge, Newcaſtle, ſells | 
the following Books, with many others, 
and all kinds of Stationary Ware, at t ee 
loweſt Prices, viz. 


TTERBURY's, Biſhop, Sermons, 4 vol. % 
Ainſworch's Dictionary, 4' 0 
Auguſtine's Meditations 
Atkinſon's Epirome of Navigation 
Alleyn's Diſpenſatory 
A:kins's Navy Surgeon 
Addiſon's Miſcellanies, 3 vol. 12mo 
—————— Travels, 12mo 
— — Notes on Milton, ditto | 
Anacreon | | 1 


Adventures of Joſeph Andrews, 2 vol 


Bayle's Hiſt, and Critical Ditionary, ; vol. folio 
Burkitt on the New Teſtament, folio | 
Boerhaave's Power of Medicines 

— —— Chymiſtcy 

Bradley's Husbandry, 8 vo 

Brown's Travels, ditto 

Bohun's Engliſh Lawyer, diito 

Bennei's Abridgment of the London Caſes 
-————— Paraphraſe on the Common Prayer 
Barrow's Euclid 

Butler's Hudibras, 12mo 


| Beveridge's Private Thoughts, 2 parts, 12mo and 2 


— on Prayer, 12mo 
B:nnet's Chriſtian Oratory, 8vo fi 
Poſthumous Diſcourſes 
Boads's Mathematicks, 12mo 
Brackens's Farrier, 2 vol 
Bailey's Engliſh Dictionary, 2 vol | | 
—— — Oyid's . 870 _ 
— — Eraſmus, Engliſh, ditto _ | | k 
——— Ovid's Epiltles, ditto | * 
——— Phocdrus, ditto, i 5 
——-— Ovid's Triſt, 12 mo 
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Black all's Introduction to the Claſſicks 
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Books fold by Mr FLEMING 
Blackwall's Sacred Claſſicks defended, 2 yet” 
— Latin Grammar, 12mo 
Bladen's Cæſar, Engliſh, 8vo 
Blackerby*s Juſtice of the Peace's Companion, 2 vol. 


Iàzmo [+ 
Butler's Sermons, $vo | = 
— —— Analogy-of Religion, ditto | 2, 
Burnet's Theory of the Earth, 2 vol. ditto 3 
— — State of the Dead 3 


Bland's Military Diſcipline, 8yvo 3 


Beza's Latin Teſtament : 
 Chambers's Dictionary, 2 vol. folio 3 
Cay's Abridyment of the Statutes, 2 vol. ditto 1 


Clarke's, Dr. Sermons, 2 vol. ditto 

—— Expoſition of the Church Catechiſm, 8vo 
———— Paraphraſe on the 4 Evangeliſts, 2 vol. ditto 
—— On the Trinity 

— — [Jacobi Rohault's Phyſica, 8 vo 

Homeri Ilias, Gr, and Lat. 2 vol. ditto 
Comber, De, on the Common Prayer, folio 


Carkeſſe's Book of Rates, with Acts of Parliament at 


large, ditto 

Clarke, Dr John, Rohault's Nat. Philoſophy, 2 vol. 

Grotius of the Truth of the Chriſtian R eli. 
gion, 12110 

Cruden's Concordance; 4to 

Cure of Deiſm, by Smith, 2 vol. 3 vo 

Carter's Sermons, 8vo 


Clare's Motion of Fluids, ditto 


Conduct of the Dutcheſs of Marlborpagh, ditto 
Common Senſe, 2 vol E 
Complete Tradeſman, 2 vol. 12mo | 0 
Child's Diſcourſe on Trade, 12mo 
Croxal's lop's Fables, ditto 
Cocker's Arithmetick, ditto. 

— Decimals, $vo 
Cleopatra, or Love's Maſter-piece, 8 vol, 12mo 
Celenia and Adraſtus, 2 vol. r2mo 

Collection of Epigrams, 12mo 

Chriſt ian Hero, ditto 5 

Clergyman's Companion, dvo | 

Chineſe Tales, +: hae TOI 
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Cole's Latin and Engliſh Dictionary, 8 vo 
—— Engliſh ditto 

Common Law common placed, ditto 
Complete Houſe- wife, ditto 

Cruſoe's Life and Adventures, 2 vol 
Clarke on Education, 12 mo 

on Study, ditto 


— — Introduction to making Latin, ditto 


— cc, | 
—— Lucius Florus, ditto 

mo WR; ct 

—— Cornelius Nepos, ditto 
n—— WM, dne 

„ Eutroplus, diito 

———— Ovid's Metamorphoſis, ditto 
— Fraſmus 

— eim 

9 IO 


on Tyne-Bridge, Newcaſtle, 


The Churchman ſupported, 12mo 


p 
Cudworth's Intellectual Syſtem of the Univerſe, 4tc 


Catalogus Bibliothecæ Harleianz, 2 vol. 8yo 


Caſtalio's Latin Teſtament, 12mo 


Cook's Terence, Engl. and Lat, 3 vol. ditto 


Delany's Life of King David, 3 vol, 819 
Dacier's Terence, 3 vol. 1:mo 
Derham's Phyſico-Theology, 8vo 
——— Aſtro-Theology, ditto 
Artificial Clock maker, 12mo 
Dryden's Miſcellanies, 6 vol. ditto 
Dyche's Engliſh Dictionary, 840 

——— Spelling Duto, 12wo 
Drelingcourt on Death, $10 

Duty of Man 


—_ —äd 


Du:y of a Chriſtian | 
Dictionarium Ruſticum, 2 vol. vo 
———— Polygraphicum, 2 vol. dito 


Don Quixote, 4 vol. 12mo - - © 
Du Halde's Hiſtory of China, 4 vol. $yo 
Diſeaſes of Children, 12mo | 
Deſcription of zoo Animals, di:to 
Duck, Stephen, bis Poems, 8 vo 

Devil Turn'd Hermit, izmo 


Ecton's 


Books fold by Mr F LE MIN 
Ecton's Thæſaurus Rerum Ecclefiaſticarum, ate 
Evelyn's Sylvia, folio 
Ellis's Scripture Catechiſm, 8 Wo 
Echard's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 2 Vol, ditto 
—— Terence, I2Mo 


— — Gazetteer, ditto 

Engliſhman, ditto 

Everard's Gauger, ditto 

Eland's Aſtrolopy, ditto 

Education of a Daughter, by Biſhop Fenelon, ditto 
Every Man his own Lawyer, $8vo 
Fulke's New Teſtament, folio 

Fables of the Bees, 2 vol. 8vo 
Fortunate Country Maid, 2 vol. 12mo 
Family Inſtructor, 2 vol. ditto ” 
Fair Greek, 2 vol. ne 4 65 5794 
Fiſher's Attchewarich, 12 mo 

Flercher's Arithmetick, ditto 

Garth's Ovid's s Metamorphoſis, ditto | 
Greek Teſtament, ditto 

Gordon's Geographical Grammar, 8 vo 
Gay's Fables, 2 vol. ditro 

Gray's Abridgment of Codex, vo 
Gibſon's Farrier: ditto 

Diſpenſatory, ditto 

——  —— Dieting of Hotrfes, ditto 
Gregory's Geography, 12mo 

Game Law, ditto 

Gerard's Meditations, ditto 


——ů 


Greenwood's Engliſh Grammar, ditto | N 
Garetſon's Exerciſes, ditto : 
Gradus ad Parnaſſum | 2 - 
Hatton's Merchant's Magazine, 4to 
Hutchinſon's Xenophon, Greek and Latin þ 
Horneck's Crucified Jeſus | 5 


Beſt Exerciſe 
Fire of the Altar 
Conſideration 
Hauxley's Navigation, 2 vol. 8 vo 
Hay wood's Novels, 4 vol. 12mo 
— Unfortunate Princes, 12m0 
Hill 8 Arithmetick | "ER 
| Hiſtory 
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Hiſtory of the Belles Letters, tranſlated from M. Ju- 


Locke on Underſtanding, 2 vol. 12amo 
Mole's Atlas Minor, 4to | 


on Tyne-Bridge, Newcaſtle. 


venal de Carlencas 

Hubner's Geography, 12mo 

— Political Hi ſtory of all Nations, dito 

Hiſtory of Peter the Great, ditto 

— of Prince Eugene, ditto 

of the Duke of Marlborough, ditto 

— of Charles XII. of Sweden, ditto 

of England, by Queſtion and Anſwer, ditto 

Horatius cum Notis in uſum Delphini 

Hawney's Trigonometry, 8vo 

Jacobs's Law Dictionary, tolio 

Jewilh Letters, or a Correſpondence, Philoſophical, 
Hiſtorical and Critical, betwixt a Jew and his 
Correſpondents, in different Parts, 4 vol. 12mo 


— 


—— 


Iuſtin's Hiſtory of the World, 12mo 


Jephſon on the Lord's Day, 8yo 
Johnſon's Sophocles 

Kelly's Navigation, 2 vol. 8vo 
Kettlewell on Death 

Keil's Introduction to Natural Philoſophy 
Ken's Works, 4 vol. 8vo . 

Kennet's Roman Antiquities 

King's Heathen Gods 

Lilly's Practical Conveyancer, folio 
Leybourn's Complete Surveyor, ditto 


Littleton's Latin and Engliſh Dictionary, 4to 


Law Dictionary, 8vo 
Life of Oliver Cromwel, ditto 


Middleton's Cicero, 3 vol. 8yvo, _ 
Miller's Gardiner's Dictionary, 2 vol. folio. 
Modern Cook, 3'vo] 
Martin's Philoſophical Grammar 
Mariner's Kallendar, 4to | 
Norris's Practical Diſcourſes, 2 Vol. 8yo 
Navy Surgeon, 8vo | 
Nature Diſplay'd, 4 vol. 12mo. 
Newton's Philoſophy, by Graveſend, 2 vol 
Neve's Builder's Dictionary, 8vo 
New Year's Gift, 2 parts, 12mQ 

Ogilby's 


a 


Books ſold ly My FieMiING, Ge. 
Opilby's Koads, 12mo 
Ovid's Art of Love, ditto 
— — Epiſtles, Eugliſn, ditto 
——— Metamorph, Delphini, 8vo 
— — Epiſtolæ Delphini, ditto 
Ozell's Telemicius, 2 vol 
Pearſon on the Creed, folio 
Patoun's Navigation, 8vo 
Perry's Treatiſe of Diſesſes, 2 vol 
Potter's Greek Antiquities, 2 vol 
Pamela, or Virtue Rewarded, 4 vol 
Parliamentary Regiſter 
Pope's Works, 7 vol 
Quarle's Emblems, 12mo 
Quevedo's Viſions, ditto 
Rapin's Hiſtory, 2 vol. folio 
—— — with Heads of Kings 
Rollin's Ancient Hiſtory, 10 vol 
— Arts and Sciences, 4 vol | 
Roman Hiſtory, 12mo, Queſtion and Anſwer 
Raleigh's Hiſtory of the World, folio 
Ruddiman's Royal Grammar, 2 vol 
Stackhouſe's Hiſtory of the Bible, 2 vol, folio 
ee — Body of Divinity, folio 
Scapula's Lexicon, ditto 
Salmon's Modern Hiſtory, 4 vol. 4to 
Sherlock on Death, Providence, a Future State, &c. 
Seller's Navigation, 40 | 


£ 


Sermons at Boyle's Lectures, 3 vol. folio 
Tillotſon's Works, in folio and 8vo 
Tournfort's Hiſtory of Plants, 2 vol 
Thompſon's Art of Deſecting, 8vo 
Tauſuer's Muſical Works 

Terentius in uſum Delphini, 8vo 
Telemachus, French and Engliſh, 2 vol 
Trials at the Old Baily, 4 vol. 12mo 
Virgilius in uſum Delphini 

Vertot's Revolution of Portugal 
Wiſeman's Surgery, folio 

Wilſon's Navigation EEK 
Wats's Logic, Aſtronomy, Lyric Poems, Hymns, &c. 
Williſon on the Sacrament, 


. 541 r r 


